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PREFACE. 



lini leader has a nght to know what degree of credit is due to the foUowin^ 
narrative : and it is the object of this preface to give him that satisfaction. 

It was in the summer of eighteen hundred and five, that the design of writing 
this biography was fir:it conceived. It was produced hy au incident of feeling, 
which, however it affected the author at the time, might now be thought light 
and trivia] by the reader; and he shall not, therefcre, be detained by the recital 
of it. The author knew nothing of Mr. Henry, personally. He had never 
seen him, and was of course compelled to rely wholly on the information of 
others. As soon, therefore, as the design was formed of writing his life, 
aware of the necessity of losing no time in collecting, from the few remaining 
coevals of Mr. Henry, that personal knowledge of the subject which might ere 
long be expected to die with them, the author despatched letters to every 
qbarter of the state in which it occurred to him as probable that interesting 
matter might be found ; and he was gratified by the prompt attention which 
Was paid to his inquiries. » 

There were, at that time, living in the county of Hanover, three gentlemen 
of the first respectability, who had been the companions of Mr. Henry*s child- 
hood and youth ; these were. Col. Charles Dabney, Capt. George Ddbuey, 
atid Col. William 0. Winston ; the two first of whom are still living. Not 
having the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with these gentlemen, the 
author interested the late Mr. Nathaniel Pope in his object, and, by his instru- 
mentality, procured all the useful information which was in their poasession* 
Mr. Pope is well known to have been a gentleman of uncommonly vigorous 
and discriminating mind ; a sacred observer of truth, and a man of the purest 
sense of honour. The author cannot recall the memory of this most amiable 
and excellent man, to whom (if there be any merit in this work) the friend* 
of Mr. Henry and the state of Virginia owe so many obligations, without 
paying to that revered memory the tribute of his respect and affection. Mr. 
Pope was one of those ardent young Virginians, who embarked before they 
had attained their maturity, in the cause of the American revolution : he joined 
an animated and active corps of horse| and signalized himself by an impetuous 
gallantry, which drew upon him the eyes and the applause of his commander. 
Ill peace, he wit as mild as he had been brave i» wir -^ his bostoa. was ispleM 
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witk tiM kifttet dhtikm ; he wm in troth, om of the beft «f edupuikiMi 
•nd one of the wtnnott of friends. The feet that he was the acknowledged 
heed of the aeveral beie at which he practieed in the coentrf , may aaears the 
leeder of his capacity for the commissioQ which he so cheerfully undertook, hi 
regard to Mr. Henry ; and the unblemished btegrity of his life may asenre 
him also of the fidelity with which that conunission was executed. So many 
important anecdotes in the following work depend on the credit of tliis gentle* 
man as a witness, that the slight sketch w^eh hae been given of his character, 
will not, 'it is hoped, be thought foreign to the purpose of this preface. Mr. 
Pope did not confine his inquiries to the county of Hanover : he was indefatK* 
gable in collecting information from every quarter ; which he never aeceptedf 
however, but from the purest sources ; and his authority for every incident 
was given with the most scrupulous accuracy. The author had hoped to have 
hsd it in his power to gratify this gentleman, by submitting to his view the 
joint result of their labours, and obtaining the benefit of his last correctiooe } 
but he was disappointed by his untimely and melanchofy death. He fell a 
victim to that savage practice, which, under the false name of honour, con- 
tinued to prevail too long ; and his death is believed to have been highly 
instrumental in hastening that system of legislation in restraint of this-praeticey 
which now exists in Virginia. 

Besides the contributions furnished by Mr. Pope, the writer derived material 
aid from various other quarters. The widow of Mr. Henry was still living, 
and had intermarried with Judge Winston ; from this gentleman (who wu 
also related to Mr. H^asry by blood, and had been intimately acquainted with 
him through the tar greater part of his life,) the author received a succinct 
hot extremely accurate and comprehensive memoir. 

Col. Meredith, of Amherst, was a few years older than Mr. Henry, had 
been raised in the same neighbourhood, and had finally married one of his 
ais^ers. Having known Mr. Henry from his birth to his death, he had it in 
his power to supply very copious details, which were taken down from his 
narration by the present Judge Cabell, and forwarded to the author. 

One of the most intimate and confidential friends of Mr. Henry was the 
late Judge Tyler. The judge had a kind of Roman frankness, and even 
bluntness, in his manners, together with a decision of character and a benevo* 
lence of apirit, which had attached Mr. Henry to him, from his first appear^ 
ance on the public suge. They were, fur a long time, members of the House 
of Delegates together, and their friendship continued until it was severed by 
death. From Judge Tyler the author received a very minute and mteresting 
communication of incidents, the whole of which had either passed in his own 
preeence, or had been related to him by Mr. Henry himself. 

The writer is indebted to Judge Tucker for two or three of his best ind* 
dents ; one of them will probably l»e pronounced the most interest&g paaeage 
of the work. He owes to the same gentleman, too, the fullest and liveliest 
deKriptinn of the person of Mr. Henry, which hae been furnished from aat 
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^tUt w«fk)a ▼wfinpartaiit bodk-Hke J^wriMikioftlM Hon— of Bargmii 
lar tbe yMm MfentMn hnadrad tod ■iity-thret, ioor, ftv«, mx, ind mt«i. 

Fmn Judge Rotnn Um tathor Iim rte«iv«d one of tlw feitetc Mid iMil 
•atii&Gtary comamnieatiiNM tbal ha* bMU madt to bim ; aad iiit Ttgoar tad 
^tgMoa with which that gmtlamaa writM, hat froqiMiitly «iiaM«d tlw Mthtr 
to falaev« the dniaeaa of hia own aarrathre, by extnela froati Ma atatmaoiita. 

Mr. Jaferaon, too, baa exereiaed hia w«ll«known kindnoaa and candoot «■ 
dua oceaaion ; having not only fiivoorad tho attthor with a vory (iilt oonaiattH' n 
motion in the first toatanea ; but aaaiated him, aflbaeqaontly and rapeatodly» 
with hia able oountel, in reconciling appaiont eontradictiona» and dootinf 
■way difficoltiea of fact. 

Beaidea tboae atatenenta, drawn from the nomory of hit o onfoa pcn data, 
dM writer waa favoaredi by the lata Oovomor Pago, with tho foadhig of a 
i^tty astondod aketeh, which ho had hiinaolf prapaiod, of tho lif» of Mr. 
fioary ; and ho haa, farthonnofo, availed himself of tho kind poruHsoion of 
Jiir. Peyton Randolph, to examine an extremely valuable manoaoript hiatoiy of 
Virginia, written by his father, the late Mr. Edmund Randolph ; vrfuch a« 
%raeea the whole period of Mr. Henry^s public life. 

In addition to these acorea of information tho author haa had tho good 
4bctttne to procure complete filea of the public newspapers, reaching from tho*' 
year aeventeen hondred and.sixty-five down to tho close of the Amerioaa 
Tevolntion ; by these he haa been enabled to eofroot, in ooao iaportaiit 
inatancoa, the memory of his correspondents, in relation not only to datoo, but 
10 fiicta themselves. 

Ho haa been fortunate, toe, m having procured several original lattec% 
which shed much light on important and hitherto disputed iaeta, in the Ufa a# 
^Cr. Henry. 

The recorda of the General Court, and the arehivea of the atato, having 
%aon convenient to the author, and always open to him, he has endeavoured 
^aaiduoualy and carefully to avail hinuelf of that certain and permanent 
^vidonco which they afford ; and has been enabled, by this meana, aa tha 
'loader will discover, to correct some strange mistakes in historical facta. 

The author'a correspondents will find, that he haa departed, in aoao hi* 
-ataaeoa, from their reapective atatements ; and he owea them an axplattalioit 
for having done ao : the explanation is this — their statements were, in aevoral 
inatancoa, diametrically opp^ed to each other ; and were aometimaa all con- 
Uadicted by the public prints, or the records of tho state. It ought not la ba 
oaattor of aurprise, that theae contradictiona should exist, even among thooa 
anaat respectable gentlemen, relymg, as they did, upon human mamoiy naia* 
ly ; and apeaking of ^venta ao very remote, without a previoiia opportunity a^ 
-ooounnnicating with each other. It will be aeen by them, that the author haa 
%aett obliged in aeveral tnatances, to contradict even tha aavaral hiitariaa al 
:||ia timaa, concaming which he writaa ; bnt this ha baa navar dona, withaaa 
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th* moit deciihre pioo6 of hii own correctness, which he has always eHed ; 
nor has he ever departed from the nairttives of his several correapODdentt, 
except ondor the direction, of preponderating^ evidence. As among those 
contradictory stftteorants, «tf could not be true, he has sought the corrsction 
by public dbcumnets, when such correction was attainable ; and when it was 
not, he has selected, among his narrators, those whose opportunities to know 
the fact in question seemed to be the best. This he has done, without the 
slighteet intention to throw a shadow of suspicion* on the credit of any gentle- 
man who has been so obliging as to answer his inquiries ; but merely from thm 
necessity which he waa under, either of making some teiectioHy or abandoning 
the work altogether ; and because he knew of no better rule of selection, than 
that which he has adopted. 

Although it has been so long since the collection of these materials was 
bi^gun, it was not until the summer of eighteen hundred and fouiteen that the 
last communication wasxeceived. £ven then, when the author sat down to 
the task of imbodying his materials, there were so. many intricacies to disan* 
tangle, and so many inconsistencies, from time to time, to explain and settle* 
and that, too, through the tedious agency of cross-mails, that his progress was 
continually impeded, and has been, to him, most painfully retarded 

Other causes, too, have contributed to delay ihe publication. The author 
is a practising lawyer ; and the courts which he attends, keep him perpetually 
and exclusively occupied in that attendance, through ten months of the year ; 
nor does the summer recess of two months afford a remission from professional 
labour. In Virginia, the duties of attorney, counsellor, conveyancer, and 
advocate, are all performed by the same individual ; hence, the summer vaea-« 
t.ion, instead of being a time of leisure, is not only the season of preparation 
for the approaching courts, but is subject, moreover, to a> perpetual recurrence 
of what are here called office duties, which renders a steady application to any 
other subject impossible. 

These sketches are now submitted to the public, with unaffected diffidence; 
not of the facts which they detail, for on them the author has the firmest 
relia :co ; but of the manner in which Jie has been able to accomplish his 
undertaking. For^ (to say nothing of his inexperience and want of ability for 
such a work) he has been compelled to write (when he was suffered to write 
at all) amidst that incessant professional annoyance which ha8^been mentioned, 
and which is known by every man who has ever made the trial, to forbid the 
hope of success in any composition of this extent. Conld the writer have 
looked forward, with any reasonable calculation, to a period of greater ease, 
his respect for the memory of Mr. Henry, as well as his regard for himself, 
would have induced him to suspend this undertaking until that period should 
have arrived. But having no ground for any hope of this kind, he has thought 
u better to hazard even these crude sketches, than to suffer the maxerials, 
which he had accumulated with so much toil, and for an object which 1m 
thought so laudable) to perish on his hands. 



ThMe rtmaikt wn not maua with the riew of dtpnctting the cemiifet of 
eritiefl hj {irofestion ; but merely to bespeak the candour of that larger portion 
ti readers, who are willing to be pleased with the best efforts that can be 
ifiiOQably expected from the cireumstances of the case. The author, howoTer, 
iiwfU satisfied that the most indulgent reader (althoagh benerolently disposed 
to o?erlook defects of execution) will be certainly disappointed in the mUUr 
Mfot this work ; for, notwithstanding all his exertions, he is entirely con* 
idous that the materiaU, which hft has hew Kbie to <y>l1ect are scanty and 
BMger, and utterly disproportionate to the great fame of Mr. Henry. It is 
probable, that much of what was once known of him had perished, before the 
nthor commenced his researches ; and, it is Tsry possible, that much iQiy 
itiH be known, which he has net been able to diseoter ; because it Ues in 
mospeeted seurees, or ^ih ptieons unwilling, hit somo reasen er other, lo 
W— innirate their infenmlioB. It is the oenvictioii, thai he has not been 
i^li tn infnna ^nmM of the whole enreQU uf Mr. H«niy*s IiIb, end ihtt hia 
witeetion oen be con^ideind only ea #o nuwy d«t«cb»4 eitvcmt- 14 in Ibit 
knnble and unassuming chamQfter, it shall give «»y pleesuse to^ tbn nuNMiiM^ 
idmijeen of Mr. Heniy* in Yirginui, th« vtthoi; wiU hnxe tUeinnd »ll tb«( h« 
Ins a right to expect. 

T«.g«itflh,18ff. 



NOTE A 
It appears by the journals of the house of burgesses, of the 14th NoTemberr 
rnteen hundred and sixty-four, (psge 8t,) th^ a oommittee wae eppeinl«l 
te draw up the following address, memorial, and remonstnoce ; which com* 
mittee was composed of the following persons, to wit : Mr. Attorney, (Peyton 
Randolph,) "Hfx. Richard Henry Lee, Mr. Landon Carter, Mr. ^V^he, Mr. 
Edmund Pendleton, Mr. Benjamin Hanison Mr. Cary, s^d Mr. Fl^min^ !• 
whom, afterward, Mr. Bland was added. The a'ddress to the king is from the 

pen of the attorney.* 

* On the authority of Mr. Jefferson. 

"' To the king^e moet excellent Majeety, 
*• Most Gracious Sovereign, ^ ^ 

" We, your majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the council and burgesser 
of yonr ancient colony and dominion of Virginia, now met in general assembly^ 
beg leave to assure your majesty of our firm and inviolable attachment to yooa 
seoed person and government ; and as your faithful subjects here have at all 
times been zealous to demonstrate this truth, by already compliance with the 
loyal re<{uisttion during the late war, by which a heavy and oppressive debt 
sf near naif a million had been incurred, so at this time they implore pennis- 
rion to approach the throne with humble confidence, and to entreat that your 
majesty will be graciously pleased to ptotect our people of this colony in the 
enjoyment of their ancient and inestimable right of being governed by such 
laws, respecting their internal polity and taxation, as are derived firom their 
own oonsen(, with the approbation of their sovereiffn or his substitute : a right 
which, as men, and descendants of Britons, they have ever quietly possessed, 
since, first by royal permission and encouragement, they left the mother king* 
dim to estnnd its eommerce and dominion. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The appearance of a duodecimo ?ditipn of Marshall *s Life of Wash- 
ington, suggested to the p^roprietors of The lafe of Patrick Henry^ tta 
defikableueas and- utility of the present edition.' As that : masterly 
sketch of the heroic deeds and character of the Father of ^is covntrft 
ivnushes to the youth of our land the most impressive iesscnis of pi- 
tfiotism and manly energy, so it was- piesumed that this graphic ti^ 
lineation of the genius of the ^forest-bom Demosthenes^'* was admira- 
bly calculated to elicit in the youthful mind, feelings of emulation 
which time might develop into action and honGU."able usefulness. It 
was not, however, alone for youth, or for the use of the School LtbrO' 
ries of o\xr several states, that this work has assumed kts present form- 
it was equajly designed for- those who would havo* purchased, the 
former edition, had it been less expensive, who wtU ^oid under a leu 
commanding appearance, the same as is contained irx t>ie octavo edi- 
tion — the only, alteration being in a mnr^ uonvenient ^'^MffHUtBai of 
tome of the notes. 
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W I R T'^S 

LIFE OF PATRICK HENRY. 



CHAPTER I. 

t 

Birth of 'Patrick Henry — ^Family ReminiscenceB — E«Ay Propensities—^]^ 
placed under the Care of a Merchant— Engages iu Bueinesa with his Broth- 
er — Becomes hankrupt--— Is married'-'Cominenees farming-^Akiaudons Agri- 
culture' and recatamences mercantile Business — Is again unfortunates- 
Becomes acquainted with Mr. Jefferson — Determines to study Law — Is 
licensed — Contest on the Subject of the Tobacco Law — Mr. Henry retained 
as Couns^l-^Success of hi^ first Effort. ' 

Patrick Henry, the second eon of John and Sazah^Henrj, 
and one of nine children, was born on the> twenty-ninth oif 
May, seventeen hundred and thirty-i«ix, kt the family-seal, called 
Studley, in the county of Hanover and colony of Virginia. In 
his early childhood, his parents removed to another seat, in the 
same county, then called Mount Brilliant, now the Retreat; at 
which latter place Patrick Henry was raised and educated. His 
parents, though not rich, were in easy circomstances ; apd, in 
point of personal character, were among the most respectablb 
inhabitants of the colony. ^ . 

His father. Col. John Henry, was a native of Aberdeen in 
Scotland. He was, it is said, a first cousin to David Herar}f, 
^ho was the brother-in-law and successor of Edward Cave, in 
the publication of that celebrated work, ^The Qentleman^s 
Magazine," and himself the author of several literary tracts : 
John Henry is also said 'to have been a nephew, in the matei^ 
nal line, to the great historian Dr. William Robertson. He 
came over to Virginia, in quest of fortune, some time, prior to 
the year seventeen hundred an9 thirty, and the tradition is, that 
be enjoyed the friendship and patronage of Mr. Dinwiddle, a^ 
terward the governor of the colony. By this gentleman, it is 
reported, that he was introduced to the ehler Col. Syme o£ 
Hanover, in whose family, it is certain, that he became domes- 
ticated during the life of that gejitleman ; af'ier whose death he 
intermarried with his widow« and resided on the estate which* 
he bad left 
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It if considered a« a &ir proof of the personal merit of Mr. 
John Henry, that, in those days, when offices were bestowed 
with peculiar caution, he was the colonel of his regiment, the 
principal surveyor of the county, and, for many years, the 
presiding magistrate of the county court. His surviving ac- 
quaintances concur in stating, that he was a man of libenl 
education ; that he possessed a plain, yet solid understanding ; 
and lived loing It ]ne of tlie utoKt irreproachable integrity and 
exemplary piety. 

His brother Patrick, a-elergyman of the church of England* 
followed him to this country some years afterward ; and be- 
came, by his influence, the minbter of St. Paul's parish in 
Hanover, the functions of which ofBce he sustained throughout 
life with great reepectability. Both the brothers were zealous 
metfibcflrs of the established churchy and warmly attached to the 
reigftiitg famity. Col; John Henry was conspicuously ao. 
•♦There are those yet alive," says a correspondent, (Mr. Pope, 
in eighteen hundred and five,) ** who have seen him at the head 
of his regiment, celebrating the birth-day, of George III. with 
as much enthusiasm as his son Patrick afterward displayed in 
reeistinff tlie eiicroachments of that monarch."* 

Mm. liemry, the widow of Col. Syme, as we have seen, and 
the mother of Patrick Henry, was a native of Hanover county, 
tfnd of the ftunily of Winstons. She possessed, in an eminent 
degree, the mild and benevolent disposition, the undeviating 
probity, the correct tmderstanding, and easy elocution, by which 
that ancient family has been so long distinguished. Her brother 
William, the Ihther of the present Judge Winston, is said to 
have been big hty endowed with that peculiar cast of eloquence, 
for which Mr. Henry became, aflerward, so justly celebrated. 
Of this |retitleman, I have an anecdote from a correspondent, 
(Mr. TfjipeA which I shall give in his own words : — 

♦• I hatre often heard my father, who was intimately acquaint- 
ed widi this William Winston, say, that he was the greateet 
OMtor whom he ever heard, Patrick Henry excepted; that 
-during the last French and Indian war, and soon after Rrad- 
dock*s ^krfeat, when the militia were inarched to the frontiers 
(^ Virginia, against the enemy, this William Winston was the 
'Heatenant of a company ; that the men, who were indifferently 
-ehitheA, without tents, and exposed to the rigour and indeoK- 
iftfcy of the weather, discovered great evasion to the 'service. 
«nd were anxious and even clamorous to return to their familiee i 

* Mr. Bork*8 sccount of Mr. Henry is extremely careless and full of errots. 
He begins 1^ tnaking him the son of his nncle : — " Patrick Henry^ the 'Me el 
al<««bh geatkiutii of thi mmm hshw,'* te.-^9d vol. of tlia iminf^ y^m- 
finis, p«go 800. 



jihm <i)i* WiUmm MTinston, mouBting m, ttiiinp, (the conunoii 
fOft/Pitm:, yao know« of tb« fi^*orator of Virginia^) addressed 
them with lucb keenness of invective, and declaimed with sucl* 
fiwce of .eloquence, 9a liberty and patriotism, that when he 
concluded, the general cry was, * I^et ua inarch on ; kad us 
l|iiB»t the enemy 1* and they were aow willing, nay, anxious 
to tncounter all those difficulties and dangers which, hut a few 
aoffienis before, had almost produced a mutiny. 

Thus much I have been aUe to collect of the parentage and 
family of Mr. Henry ; and this, I presume, will be thought quite 
luffident, in relatipn,to a man, who owed no part of his great* 
nets to the lustre of his pedigree, but was, in truth, the aoul 
fouader of his own fortunes. 

\UAtil, ten years of age» Patrick Henry was sent to a school in 
the uei|rhhourhopd, where he learned to read and write* and 
made some stnall progress in arithmetic. He was then taken 
hom3, and leader the direction of his father, who had opened u^ 
gnmmar-school \i\ his owa house, he acquired a superiicial 
knowledge of the Latin langwige, and learned to read the char- 
acter, but never to translate Greeks At the same time, he made 
I cansiderahie proficiency in the mathedaatics, the only branch 
of education for which, it seems, he discovered in hia youth, 
the slightest predilection. 

But he was too idle to gain any soUd advantage from the 
opportunities which were thrown in his way. He was passion- 
ately addicted to the sports of the field, and could not support 
the confinement and toil which education required. Hence» 
ioitead of system, or any semblance of regularity in hie studies, 
hit efforts were always desultory, and beoame more and more 
rare ; until at lengtb* when the hourof his school exercises 
arrived, Patrick was scstr^cely ever to be found. He was in the 
forest with his gun, or over the brook with his angle-rod ; and, 
in these frivolous occupations, when not controlled by the 
authority of his father, (which was rarely exer,ted,) he would, it 
is said, spend whole days and weeks, with au appetite rather 
vhetted than cloyed by enjoyment. His school -fellows, having 
observed his growing passion for these amusements, and having 
ttosarked that its progress was not checked either by the want 
of companions or the want of success, have frequently watched 
his movements to discover, if they could, the secret source o^ 
tlutil^ight which they seemed to affbrd him. But they made 
no discovery which led them to any other conclusion than (to 
use 4hiir own expression) that *'he loved idleness for its own 
lake." They have freqtyently observed him lying along, under 
the shade of aqme tree that overhung the sequestered streamt 
^tchin^f^r bowoiirat the §$m^ 9f^t, ihe motionletff c^rk of 



14 ^ WlRT^ft LIFE. Of 

his fiihtng line, without one eneoumging^ symptom of iiieoes«, 
>nd without any apparent sourco of enjoyment^ unless he eouM 
find it in the ease of his posture, or in the illusions of hope, or, 
which is most probable, in the stillness of the seene and ihm 
silent workings of his own imagination. 

This love of solitude, in his youth, was ofilen obserred. 
Eren when hunting with a party, his choice was not to join the 
noisy band that drove the deer ; he preferred to take his atand, 
alone, where he might wait for the passing game, and indulge 
himself, meanwhile, in the luxury of thinking. Not that he 
was averse to society; on the contrary, he had, at times, ft 
Tery high zesi for it. But even in society, his enjoymenta 
while young, were of a very peculiar cast ; he did not mix in 
the wild mirth of his equals in age ; but sat, quiet aiid demure, 
taking no part in the conversation, giving no responsive smile 
to the circulating jest, but lost, to all appearance, m silence and 
abstraction. This abstraction, however, wais only apparent; 
for on the dispersion of a company, when interrogated by hla 
parents as to what had been passing, he was able, not only to 
detail the conversation, but to sketch, with strict fidelity, the 
character of every speaker. None of these early delineatioha 
of character are retained by his contemporaries ; and, indeed, 
they are said to have been more remarkable for their justness, 
than for any peculiar felicity of execution. 

I cannot learn that he gave, in his youth, any evidence of that 
precocity which sometimes distinguishes uncommon genius* 
His companions recollect no instance of premature wit, no 
striking sentiment, no /flash of fancy, no remarkable beauty or 
strength of expression ; and no indication, however slight, 
either of that impassioned love of liberty, or of that adventur* 
ous daring and intrepidity, which marked so strongly, his fu- 
ture character. So far was he, indeed, from exhibiting any one 
prognostic of this greatness, that every omen foretold a life, at 
best, of mediocrity, if not of insignificance. 

His person is i^presented as having been coarse, his man- 
ners uncommonly awkward, his dress slovenly, his conversa- 
tion very plain, his aversion to study invincible, and his faeul* 
ties almost entirely benumbed by indolence. No persuasions 
could bring him either to rei^d or to work. On the contrary, 
he ran wild in the forest, like one of the aborigines of the 
country, and divided his life between the dissipation and uproar 
of the chase and the languor of inaction. 

His propensity to observe and comment upon the -human 
character was, so far as I can learn, the only circumstance 
which distinguished him, advantag^usly, from his youthftil 
companions* This propensity seema to h«ye been born widt 
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. and to Kara «x«rled ilseU; imtmcUvtlji the mooieiil thtt 
ft new aubject was ]»reaented to hia view. Its aelion was ixi- 
ceaaantt aciid it became, at length almoet the only intellectoal 
exercise in which he seemed to take delight. To this cayae 
may be traced that consanuBate knowledge of the human heart 
which he finally attained, and which enabled him, when he 
came upon the public stage^ to touch the springs of passion 
wilh a maater-hand, and to control the resolutions and decis* 
iona of his hearers, with a power» almost more than mortal. 

From what has been already stated, it will be seen how little 
education had to do with the formation of this great man's 
mind. He was, indeed, a mere child of nature, and nature 
seems to have been too proud and too jealous of her work, to 
permit it to be touched by the hand of art« She gaire him 
Shakspeare's genius, and bid him, like Shakspeare, to depend 
on that alone. 

Let not the youthful reader, howerer, deduce, from the ex« 
ample of Mr. Henry, an argument in favour of indolence and 
the contempt of study. Let him remember that the powers 
which surmounted the disadvantage of those early habits, 
were auch as very rarely appear upon this earth. Let him re* 
member, too, how long the genius, i$ven of Mr. Henfy, \fas 
kept down and hidden from the public view, by the sorcery of 
those pernicious habits ; through what years of poverty and 
wretchedness they doomed him to struggle; and, let him re 
member, that, a( length, when in the zenith of his dory, Mr. 
Henry himself had frequent occasion to deplore me conse* 
quences of his early neglect of literature, and to bewail *' the 
ghosts of his departed hours." 

His father, unable to sustain, with convenience, the expense 
of so large a family as was now multiplying on his hands, 
tawad it necessary to qualify his sons, at a very early age, to 
suf^rt themselves. With this view, Patrick was placed at the 
age of fifteen, behind the counter of a merchant in the country. 
How he conducted himself in this situation, I have not been 
able to learn. There could not, however, I presume, have 
been any flagrant impropriety in Ikis conduct, since, in the next 
year, his father considered him qualified to carry on business 
on his own account., Under this impression, he purchased a. 
small advenUJMre of goods for his two sons, William and Pat- 
rick, and« according to the language of the country, *^ set them 
up in trade." William's habits of idleness were, if possible, 
sUU more unfortunate than Patrick's. The chief management 
of their concerns, devolved, therefore, on the younger l^other, 
and that management seems to have been most wretched. 

Left to himself, all the indolence of his eharaeter retoined*. 



Thoie mforruin&te habltf wfiieh he had forhie^, Itnd- whose 
«peU WM already too itrong to be broken, Comported ^terj* 
poorly with that elose attention, that accuracy and persevering 
▼ig^ur, which are eaaential td the merchant The drudgery of 
retailing and of book-keeping soon became intolerable ; yet he 
was obliged to prcKcrvp appearances by remaining continually 
•i ilia stand. Besides these nn propitious habits, there was 
•tiir another obstacle to his success, in the natural kindness 
of his temper. ^' He could not find it in his heart'* to disap- 
point any one who came to him for trdit; and he was v^xr 
easily satisfied by apologies for non-payment. He tondemned, 
in faimselft this facility of temper, and foresaw the embarrass- 
ments with which It threatened him ; but he was unable to orer- 
come it. Even with the best prospects, the eonfinement of 
ioch a business would have been scarcely supportable ; l>ut 
with those which now threatened him, his store became a pris- 
on. To make the matter still worse, the joys of the chase, 
joys now to him forbidden, echoed around him every mornfng, 
and by their contrast, and the longings which they excited, 
contributed to deepen the disgust which he had taken to his 
employments. 

From these painful refiectioni, and the gloomy forebodings 
which darkened the future, he sotaght, at first, a refuge in mu- 
sic, for which it seems he had a natural taste, and he learned to 
play well on the violin and on the flute. From music he |)assed 
to books, and, having procured a few light and elegant authors, 
acquired, for the first time, a relish for reading. 

He found another relief, too, in the frequent opportunities 
now afiforded him of pursuing his favourite study of the human 
character. The character of every customer underwent this 
seriitiny ; and that, not with referenee either to the integrity 
er solvency of the individual, in which one Would suppose that 
Mr. Henry would feel himself most interested ; but in relation 
to the structure of his mind, the general cast of his opinions* 
the motives and principles which influenced his actions, and 
what may be called the philosophy of character. 

In pursuing these investigations, he is said to have resorted 
to arts, apparently so far above his years, and which looked so 
much Kke an aflerthought, resulting firom his future eminence, 
that I ahould hesitate to make the statetnent, were it not attested 
by so many witnesses, and, by some who ^ann^ot be suspected 
of the capacity for having fabricated the fact. Their account 
of it, then, is this :*— that whenever a company of his customers 
met hi the store, (which frequently happened on the fast day of 
che week,) and were themselves sufficiently gay and animated 
(O Islk Md act as nature prompted, without concealment, wi^- 
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tet ffMrve* h9 irovll tek« na part in their di«eafliiioi9« but 
Ktten with a sileDee m deep and atteniive as if under the infla* 
enee of some potent charm. Iff on the contrary, they were 
don and lilent, he would* without betraying hit drift, task him- 
self to set them in motion, and exeite them to remark, collisionf 
and eiedamation. He was peculiarly delighted with comparing 
th^ ehacacterSf and ascertaining how they would severally a«t 
in given situations4 With this view he would state a hypo* 
thetic case, and call for their opinions one by one* as to the 
conduct which would be proper in it. If they differed, he would 
demand their reaaonst and enjoy highly the debates in which 
be would thus inrolre them. But multiplying and varying 
thoee imaginary cases at pleaaurej he ascertaineid the general 
course of human opinion^ and formed, for himself, as it were, a 
gradui^ed scale of the motives and conduct which are natural to 
man. Sometimes he would entertain them with stories, gathered 
from his reading, or, as was more frequently the case, drawn 
from his own fancy, composed of heterogeneous circum6tancea« 
calculated to excite, by turns, pity, terror, resentment, indigoa- 
lion, contempt ; pausing in the turns of his narrative, to ob* 
serve the effect ; to watch the different modes in which the paji- 
aions expressed themselves, and learn the language of emotion 
from those children of nature. 

In these exercises, Mr. Henry could have had nothing in 
view beyond the present gratification o^ a natural propensity. 
The advantages of them, however, were far more permanent, 
and gave the brightest colours to his future life. For those 
continual efforts to render himself intelligible to his plain and 
unlettered hearers, on subjects entirely new to them, taught 
him that clear and simf^e style which forms the best vehicle 
of thought, to a popular assembly ; while his attempts to in« 
tereat and affect them, in order that he might hear from them 
the eeho of nature's voice, instructed him in those topics of 
persuasion bv which men were the most certainly to be moved, 
and in the kind of imagery and structure of language, which 
irere the best fitted to strike and .agitate their hearts. These 
constituted his excellences as an orator ; and never was there 
a man, in any age, who possessed, in a more eminent degree, 
the lucid and nervous style of argument, ihe command of the 
moat beautiful and striking imagery, or that language of pas* 
lion which bums from soul to soul. 

In the meantime, the business of the store was rushing 
headlong to its catastrophe. One year put an end to it. Wil-* 
Uam was then thrown loose upon society,*^ to which he was 

* I have sesa ta originil lettsr fram Col. John Henry to hit wm WiUiani* ia 
«4iA ko fWBonttntot with him od bi« wild tnd diaiipstod couno of lafoi 



IS wtsffU. u»m. Of 

nerer •ft«rwmrd uieAtlly attMhed ; mud Patrick ^wmt «B0ig«d 
for the two or three foUowiiif years, in winding np th» aiMm^ 
trooe experiment as well as he could. 

His misfortunes, however^ seem not to have had die effoa^ 
either of teaching him prudence or of chilling Us alfeetiaafl* 
For, at the eaHy age of eighteen, we find him married to M 
Miss Shelton, the daughter of an honest farmer in the neigk^ 
bourhood, but in circumstances too poor to contrUiute effect* 
nally to her support By the joint assistance of their parentSf 
howcTer, the young couj^e were settled on a small faroHnnd 
here, with the assistance of one or two slares, Mr. Henry bad 
to deWe the earth, with his own hand?, for subsistentfe. Such 
are the vicissitudes of human life ! It is eurioos to eontem« 
plate this giant genius, destined in a few years to guide the 
councils of a mighty nation, but wnconscions of the inieUectaal 
treasures which he possessed, encumbeved, at the early age of 
eighteen, with the cares of a family ; obscure, unknown, and 
almost unpttied ; digging, with wearied limbs and with- an ach* 
ing heart, a small spot of barren earth, for bread, and i>lessing 
the hour of night which relieved him from toil. 

. Little could the wealthy and great of the land, as they rolled 
along the high way in splendour, and beheld the young rustic at 
work in the coarse garb of a labourer, covered with dust and 
melting in the sun, have suspected that this was the man who was 
destined not only to humble their pride, but to make the prince 
himself tremble on his distant throne, aud to shake the bright- 
est jewels from the British crown. Little, indeed, could he 
himself have suspected it; for amid the distresses which 
thickened around him at this time, and threatened him not only 
with obscurity but with famine, no hopes came to cheer the 
gloom, nor did there remain to him any earthly consolatioii, 
save that which he found in the bosom of his own family. 
Fortunately for him, there never was a heart which feh this 
consolation with greater foroe. No man ever possessed the 
dom^tic virtues in a higher degree, or enjoyed, more exquia* 
itely, those pure delights which flow from the endeairinj^ rela'* 
dons of conjugal life. 

Mr. Henry*s want of agricultural skill, and his uneonqtait» 
able aversion to every species of systematic labour, drove hini^ 
necessarily, after a trial of two years, to abandon this pursuit 

There it resion to baliere, however, thst at a later period, he may hairo re* 
fdrmed, aince a i^entleman, to whom the manuacript of th^a work waa •abmit^ 
ted« notea on thta paaaajre, that when he waa at collefi^e at Williamsburgh, hs 
recollccta to have acen William Henry a member of the aaaembljr, from the 
eoanty of FUlTaniMi ; that he waa called eoloBsl, «nd was, he aAeiwsid ttad«r> 
mod, pestty wsll pn/nitd ss tsfeitaaa. 
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altftg^ilier. Hi« neitl vtep seems to hhve been dictated by &b-> 
sohite despair; for, seHing-off his little possessions, at a sae^ 
rifice for cash, he entered, a 'second time, on the inauspicious 
business of merchandise. Perhaps he flattered himself that 
he -fr^uld be able to profit by his past experience, and conduct 
this experiment to a more successfbl issue. But if he did so, 
he deceived himself. He soon found that he had not changed 
his character, by changing his pursuits. His early habits still 
continued to haunt him. The same want of method, the same 
Ikcility of temper, soon became apparent by their ruinous ef- 
fects. He resumed his violin, his flute, his books, his curiouf 
inspection of human nature ; and not unfrequently ventured to 
sliut up his store, and indulge himself in the favourite sporti 
6f his youth. 

His reading, however, began to assume a more serious ehar* 
aeter. Hie studied geography, in which it is said that he be* 
came an adept. He read, also, the charters and history of thd 
colony. He became fond of historical works generally, par- 
ticulnrly those of Greece and Rome ; and, from the tenacity of 
his memory and the strength of his judgment, soon made him- 
self a perfect master of their contents. Livy was his favoui^ 
ite ; and having procured a translation, he became so much en« 
amoured of the work, that he made it a standing rule to read it 
through, once at least, in every year, during the early part • of 
his life.* The grandeur of the Roman character, so beautiful- 
ly exhibited by Livy, filled him with surprise and admiration ; 
and he was particularly enraptured with those vivid descrip- 
tions and eloquent harangues with which the work abounds. 
Fortune could scarcely have thrown in his way, a book better 
fitted to foster his republican spirit, and awaken the still dor- 
mant powers of his geiiius ; and it seems not improbable, that 
the lofty strain in which he himself afterward both spoke and 
acted, was, if not originally inspired, at least highly raised, by 
the noble models set before him by this favourite author. . 

This second mercantile experiment was still more unfortu- 
nate than the first. In a few years it left him a bankrupt, and 
plaeed him in a situation than which it is difficult to conceive 
one more wretched. Every atom of his property was now 
gone, his friends were unable to assist him any further; he had 
tried every means of support, of which he could suppose him- 
self capable, and every one had failed ; ruin was behind him ; 
poverty, debt, want, and famine, before ; and, as if his cup of 
xniBeTT was not already full enough, here were a suffering wifii 
I ^ndren to make it overflow. 

V Jiid|p# ItciiReD \mA tiu8 statemtnl fiom Mr. Hsnty Umialt 
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But with all his acuteness of fjecling, Mr. Henry poiaetifd 

Jreat native firmness of character ; and, let me add, great re- 
ance, too, on that unseen arm which never long deserts the 
faithful. Thus supported, he was able to bear up under the 
heaviest pressure of misfortune, and even to be cheerful, under 
circumstances which would sink most other men into despair. 

It was at this period of his fortunes, that Mr. Jefiersoa ht* 
came acquainted with him ; and the reader, I am persuadedi 
will be gratified with that gentleman's own account of it 
These are his words : — **• My acquaintance with Mr. Henrj 
commenced in the winter of seventeen hundred and firty-nin^-« 
sixty. On my way to the college I passed the Christmas* 
holydays at CoL Dandridge's, in Hanover^ to whom Mr. Henry 
was a near neighbour. During the festivity of the season, I 
met him in society every day, and wo became well acquainted, 
although I was much his junior, being then in my seven* 
teenth year, and he a married man. 

*' His manners had something of coarseness in theni ; his pas« 
sion was music, dancing, and pleasantry. He excelled in the lasti 
and it attached every one to him. You ask some account ojf 
his mind and information at this period ; but you will recollect 
that we were almost continually engaged in the usual revelries 
of the season. The occasion, perhaps, as much as his idle dis* 
position, prevented his engaging in any conversation which 
might give the measure either of his mind or information* 
Opportunity was not, indeed* wholly wanting; because Mr. 
J^ohn Campbell was there, who had married Mrs. Spots wood, 
the. sister of Col. Dandridgc;. He was a man of science, and 
often introduced conversation on scientific subjects. Mr. Hen* 
ty had, a little before, broken up his store, or rather it had 
broken him up ; but his misfortunes were not to be traced, 
either in his countenance or conduct.*' 

This cheerfulness of spirit, under a reverse of fortune to 
severe, is certainly a very striking proof of the manliness ot 
his character. It is not, indeed, easy to conceive that a mind 
like Mr. Henry's could finally sink under any pressure of ad*^ 
rersity. Such a mind, although it may not immediately per* 
eeive whither to direct its efforts, nrust always possess a con- 
sciousness of power sufficient to buoy it above despond ency« 
But, be this as it may, of Mr. Henry it was certainly true, as 
Dr. Johnson has observed of Swift, that *'he was not one of 
those who, having lost one part of life in idleness, are tenoipted 
to throw away the remainder in despair." 

It seems to be matter of surprise, that eve*) yet, amid all 
those various struggles for subsistence, the powers of his mind 
had not ao far developed themselves as to suggest to any friendl 
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the pursuit for which he was formed. He seems to have been 
a plant of slow growth ; but, like other plants of that nature. 
Conned for duration, and fitted to endure the buffetings of the 
rudest storm. 

It was now, when all other experiments had failed, that, as 
a last effort, he determined, of his own accord, to make a tria' 
of the law« No one expected him to succeed in any eminent 
degree. His unfortunate habits were, by no means, suited to 
so laborious a profession : and even if it were not too late in 
life for him to hope to master its learning, the situation of his 
affairs forbade an extensive course of reading. In addition to 
these obstacles, the business of the profession, in that quarter, 
was already in hands from which it was not easily to be taken; 
for (to mention no others) Judge Lyons, the late president of 
the court of appeals^ was then at the bar of Hanover, and the 
adjacent counties, with an unrivalled reputation for legal learn* 
ing ; and Mr. John Lewis, a man, also, of very respectable 
legal attainments, occupied the whole field of forensic eloquence. 

Mr. Henry himself seems to have hoped for nothing more 
from the profession than a scanty subsistence for himself and 
his family, and his preparation was suited to these humble ex* 
pecftations ; for to the study of a profession, which is said to 
require the lucubrations of twenty years, Mr. Henry devoted 
not more than six weeks.* On this preparation, however, he 
obtained a license to practise the law. How he passed with 
two of the examiners, I have no intelligence ; but he himself 
used to relate his interview with the third. This was no other 
than Mr. John Randolph, who was afterward the king's attor- 
oey*genftral for the colony ; a gentleman of the most courtly 
elegance of person and manners, a polished wit, and a profound 
lawyer. 

At first, he was so much shocked by Mf. Henry's very un- 
gainly figure |tnd address, that he refused to examine him : un- 
dersianding, however, that he had already obtained two signa* 
tares, he entered with manifest reluctance, on the business. A 
^ery short time was sufficient to satisfy him of the erroneous 
conclusion which he had drawn from the exterior of the can- 
Sidate. With evident marks of increasing surprise, (produced 
110 doubt by the peculiar texture and strength of Mr. Henry's 
style, and the boldness and originality of his combinations,) he 
continued the examination for several hours : interrogating the 

* 8e say Mr. Jefferson and Judge Winston. Mr. Pope mjn nine months. 
CoL Mesedith and Capt. Dabney» six or eight months. Jnage TyJer, one 
mMrtli ; and be adds: ** This I had from his own lips, t In this tima, he read 
Coke upon Littleton, and the Virginia laws." 
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candidate, not on the principlet of municipal law, in wfiich he, n^ 
doubt, soon discovered his deficiency, bat on the laws of ,Da« 
tiire and of nations, on the policy of the feudal system, and 
pn general history, which last he found to be his stronghold. 

During the very short portion of the examination which was 
devoted to the common law, Mr. Randolph dissented, or affect* 
ed to dissent from one of Mr. Henry's answers, and call^ 
upon him to assign the reasons of his opinion. This produced 
an argument ; and Mr. Randolph now played off on him the same 
arts which he himself had so often practised on his country 
customers ; drawing him out by questions, endeavouring to 
puzzle him by subtleties, assailing him with declamation, and 
watching continually the defensive operations of his mind. 
After a considerable discussion, he said : *^ You defend your 
opinions well, sir; but now to the law and to the testimony." 
Hereupon, he carried him to his office, and opening the au- 
thorities, said to him ; *' Behold the face of natural reason ; you 
have never seen these books, nor this principle of the law ; yet 
you are right, and I am wrong ; and from the lesson which 
you have given me (you must excuse me for saying it) I will 
never trust to appearances again. Mr. Henry, if your industry 
be only half equal to your genius, I augur that you will do 
well, and become an ornament and an honour to your profes- 
sion.'' It was always Mr. Henry's belief that Mr. Randolph 
had affected this difference of opinion, merely to afford him the 
pleasure of a triumph, and to make some atonement for the 
wound which his first repulse had inflicted. Be this as it may, 
the interview was followed by the most marked and permanent 
respect on the part of Mr. Randolph, and the most sincere 
good-will and gratitude on that of Mr. Henry.* 

It was at the age of four-and-twenty that Mr. Henry obtain- 

* Thit account of Mr. Henry's examination is gtren by Judge Tyler, wbo 
fUt«8 it 88 having come from Mr. Henry himself. It was written beifbiw I had 
received the following statement from Mr. Jeffereon ; and although tlmiv u 
•ome difference in the circumstances, it has not been thought important enoiigli 
to make an alteration of the text necessary. This is Mr. Jefferson's statft- 
ment : — ** In the spring of seventeen hundred and sixty, he came to Williajna- 
burgh to obtain a license as a lawyer, and be called on me at college. If e tM. 
me he had been reading law only six weeks. Two of the examiners, howeirer, 
Peyton and John Randolph, men of great facility of temper, signed bi« license 
with as much reluctance as their dispositions would permit them to show. Mr. 
Wythe absolutely refused. Rober^ C. Nicholas refused also at first ; but, on 
repeated importunities and promises of future reading, he signed. These 
facts I had afterward from the gentlemen themselves ; the two Randolphs ac- 
knowledging he was very ignorant of the law, but that they perceivad ' nim t« ' 
be a young man of genius, and did not doubt that he would soon qualify 
••If" 
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•i kit lieense. Of the science of law, he knew ftlmost noth- 
log r of the practical part he wae so wholly ignorant, that he 
vas not only unable to draw a declaration or a plea, but inca^ 
pable* it ia 4Mid, of the most comnion or simple business of his 
profession, even of the nnode of ordering a suit, giving a no- 
tice, or making a motion in court. It is not at all wonderful, 
therefore, that such a novice, opposed as he was by veterans, 
covered with the whole armour of the law, should linger in the 
background for three years. * 

During this time, the wants and distresses of his family were 
extreme* The profits of his practice could not have supplied 
them even with the necessaries of life ; and he seems to have 
spent the greatest part of his time, both of his study of the law 
aad the practice of the first two or three years, with his father* 
io-law, Mr. Shelton, who then kept the tavern at Hanover 
eourtluMise. Whenever Mr. Shelton was from home, Mr. 
Henry supplied his place in the tavern, received the guesti, 
and attended to their entertainment. AH tins was very natural 
in Mr« Henry > situation, and seems to have been purely the 
voHntary movement of his naturally kind and obliging dispo- 
sition. 

Hence, however, a story has arisen, that in the early part of 
his Jife, he was a barkeeper by profession. The fact seems 
not to have been so : but if it had been, it would certainly have 
redounded much more to his honour than to his discredit; for 
as Mr. Henry owed no part of his distinction either to birth or 
fortune, but wholly to himself, the deeper the obscurity and 
poverty from which he emerged, the stronger is the evidence 
which U bears to his powers, and the greater glory does it shed 
around him. 

About the time of Mr. Henry's coming to the bar, a contro- 
versy arose in Virginia, which gradually produced a verf 
strong excitement, and called to it, at length, the attention ot 
the wkole state. 

T*hie was the femous controversy hetween the clergy on the 
•ae hand, and the legislature of the people of the colony on 
the other, touching the stipend claimed by the former ; and as 
Ais was the oeeaston on which Mr. Henry's genius first broke 
forth, those who take an interest in his life, will not be dis- 
pleafled by a particular account of the nature and grounds of 
the dispute. It will be borne in mind, that the church of En- 
f land was at this period the established church of Virginia ; 

* '^ Hs WM not difltinfiruithed at toe b«r for near four years."— -Judge Win* 
HI : TSt Mr. BaiJKe irasatei that ha took tbe lead in hia profeiaion at odcs. 
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and hj an act of assembly, passed to. far baek as ibe jeer rix^- 
teen hundred and ninety-six, each minister of a parish had been* 
provided with an annual stipend of sixteen thousand pounds of 
tobacco. This act was re-enacted, with amendnxeate, in seven* 
teen hundred and forty-eight, and in this form had received th« 
royal assent. The price of tobacco had long remained ata- 
tionary at two pence in the pound, or sixteen shillinf s and 
eight pence per hundred. According to the provisiom of the 
law, the clergy had the right to demand, and were in the prae- 
tice of receiving, payment of their stipend in' the specific to- 
bacco ; unless they chose, for convenience, to commute it for 
money at the market-price. 

In the year seventeen hundred and fifty-five, however, tbe 
crop of tobacco having fallen short, the legislature passed *' an 
act to enable the inhabitants of this colony to discharge their 
tobacco-debts in money for the present year:^* by me pro- 
visions of which, " all persons, from whom any tobacco was 
due, were authorized to pay the same either in tobacco or in 
money, after the rate of sixteen shilling's and eight pence per 
hundred, at the option of the debtor J* This act was to eon- 
tinue in force for ten months and no longer, and did not contain 
the usual clause of suspension, untU it should receive th^ royal 
assent* 

Whether the scarcity of tobacco was so general and so no- 
torious, as to render this act a ilneasure of obvious humanity 
and necessity, or whether the clergy were satisfied by its gen- 
erality, since it embraced sherifis, clerks, attorneys, and all 
other tobacco-creditors, as well as themselves, or whether they 
acquiesced in it as a temporary expedient, which they supposed 
not likely to be repeated, it is certain, that no objection was 
made to the law at that time. They could not, indeed, have 
helped observing the benefits which the rich planters derived 
from the act ; for they were receiving from fifty to sixty shil- 
lings per hundred for their tobacco, while they paid off their 
debts, due in that article, at the old price of sixteen shillings 
and eight pence. ' Nothing, however, was then said in defence- 
either of the royal prerogative or of the rights of the clergy, 
bait the law was permitted to go peaceably through its ten 
months' operation. 

The great tobacco*planters had not forgotten the fruits of 
this act, when, in the year seventeen hundred and fifty-eight, 
%p^ a surmise that another short crop was likely to oce«ir« 
the provisions of the act of seventeen hundred and fifty-five 
were re-enacted, and the new law, like the former, contained 
no suspending clause. The crop, as had been anticipatedt did. 
tan shor^ and the price of tobacco rose immediately flmm- six^ 



Jeoi tnd eiffht pence to fifty shillings per hundred. Th^ clprgjr 
now took Uie alarm, and the act ivas assailed by an indifnanti 
sarcastic, and vigorous pamphlet, entitled, " 'the Two-rennjr 
Act," from the pen of the Reverend John Camm, the rector of 
fork-Hampton parish, and the Episcopalian commissary f^r 
tie colony.* 

He was answered by two pamphlets written, the one by Colof 
ml Richard Bland, and the other by Colonel Landon Carter^ in 
both which fhe commissary was very roughly handled. He re* 
plied, in a still severer pamphlet, under the ludicrous title of'* The 
Colonels Dismounted." The colonels rejoined ; and this wmr 
of pamphlets, in which, with some sound argument, there was 
a great deal of what Dryden has called '' the horse-play of 
raillery,** was kept up, until the whole colony, which had at 
first looked on for amusement, kindled seriously in the co^* 
test from motives of interest. Such was the excitement pro- 
duced by the discussion, and at length so strong the current 
against the clergy, that the printers found it expedient to shut 
their presses against them in this colony, and Mr, Camm had 
at last to resort to Maryland for publication. 

These pamphlets are still extant, and it seems impossible to 
deny, at this day, that the clergy had much the best of the 
argument. The king in his council took up the subject, de« 
nounced the act of seventeen hundred and fifty-eight as a usur- 
pation, and declared it utterly null and void. Thus supported* 
the clergy resolved to bring the question to a judicial test; and 
suits were accordingly brought by them» in the various county 
courts of the colony, to recover their stipends in the specific 
tobacco. They selected the county of Hanover as the place ol 
the first experiment ; and this was made in a suit instituted by 
the Rererend James Maury,t against the collector of tluU 
county and his sureties. 

The record of this suit is now before me. ' The declaration 
is founded on the act of seventeen hundred and forty-eight, 
which gives the tobacco ; the defendants pleaded specially the 
aet of seventeen hundred and fifty eight, which authorizes the 



* The governor of Vir^nia represented the king ; the eonnci], the house of 
lonb ; and the Episcopaban ccnnmiBsary (a member of the council) represent- 
ed the spiritual part of that house ; the hoU<e of burgesses was,- of couzae, 
the hoaae of commons. 

i Mr. Bark (vol. 8d, page 303) makes the Rev. Patrick Henry the plaintiff 
in Ikis canae ; in this he' is corrected by the records of the county, m. Buik 
dtp eete down ** The Two-Penny Act/' to the speculations of a man by tile 
Qsme of Dickinson ; in this he is confuted by the aet itself; thepfeimhii es^ 
fvesily fonnding it on the vhortness of the orop. 
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commiit&tiou into money, at sixteen and eight pence ; to thif 
plea the plaintiff demurred, assigning for causes of demurrer, 
first, that the act of seventeen hundred and fifty-eight, not hav* 
ing receiyed the royal assent, had not the force of a law ; and« 
secondly, that the king. In council, had declared the act null 
and void. The case^stood for argument on the demurrer to 
the November term, seventeen hundred and sixty-three,, and 
was argued by Mr. Lyons for the plaintijQT, and Mr. John Lewis 
for the defendants ; when the court, very much to the credit of 
their candour and firmness, breasted the popular current by 
sustaining the demurrer. 

Thus far, the clergy sailed before the wind, and concluded, 
with good reason, that their triumph was complete : for the act 
of seventeen hundred and fifty-eignt having been declared void 
by the judgment on the demurrer, that of seventeen hundred and 
forty-eight was left in full force, and became, in law, the only 
standard for the finding of the jury. Mr. Lewis was so thor- 
oughly convinced of this, that he retired from the cause ; inform- 
ing his clients that it had been, in effect, decided against them, 
and that there remained nothing more for him to do. In this 
desperate situation, they applied to Patrick Henry, and he under- 
took to argue it for them before a jury, at the ensuing term. 
' Accordingly, on the first day of the following December, he 
attended the court, and, on his arrival, found in the courtyard 
such a concourse as would have appalled any other man iii his 
situation. They were not the people of the county merely who 
were there, but visiters from all the counties, to a considerable 
distance around. The decision upon the demurrer had pro- 
duced a violent ferment among the people, and equal exultation 
on the part of the clergy ; who attended the court in a large 
body, either to look down opposition, or to enjoy the final 
triumph of this hard-fought contest, which they now consider- 
ed as perfectly secure. 

Among many other clergymen, who attended on this occa- 
sion, came the Reverend Patrick Henry, who was the plaintiff in 
another cause of the same nature, then depending in court 
When Mr. Henry saw his uncle approach, he walked up to his 
carriage, accompanied by Colonel Meredith, and expressed his 
regret at seeing him there. *' Why so ?" inquired the uncle. 
" Because, sir," said Mr. Henry, " you know that I have never 
yet spoken in public, and I fear that I shall be too much over- 
awed by your presence, to be able to do my duty to my clients ; 
besides, sir, I shall be obliged to say some hard things of the 
clergy* And I am very unwilling to give pain to your fetolings.** 
His uncle reproved him for having engaged in the cause; 
which Mr. Henry excused by sayingi that the clergy had hot 
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bought htm worthy of befog retained on their side, and ho 
knew of no moral principle by which he was bound to refuse 
a fee from their adversaries ; besides, he confessed, that in this 
controversy, both his heart and judgment, as well as his pro* 
Sessional duty, were on the side of the people ; he then request- 
ed that his uncle would do him the favour to leave the ground* 

** Why, Patrick,'* said the old gentleman, with a good-natur- 
ed smile, ** as to your saying hard things of the clergy, I ad- 
vise you to let tnat alone : take my word for it, you will do 
yourself more harm than you will them ; and as to my leaving 
the ground, I fear, my boy, that my presence could neither do 
you harm nor good in such a cause. However, since you seem 
to think otherwise, and desire it of me so earnestly, you shall 
be gratified." Whereupon, he entered his carriage again, and 
returned home. 

Soon after the opening of the court, the cause was called. 
It stood on a writ of inquiry of damaffes, no plea having been 
entered by the defendants since the juagment on the demurrer. 
The array before Mr. Henry's eyes was now most fearful. On 
the bench sat more than twenty clergymen, the most learn^ 
men in the colony, and the most capable, as well as the sever- 
est critics, before whom it was possible for him to make his 
debut. The court-house was crowded with an overwhelming 
multitude, and surrounded with an immense and anxious throng, 
who, not finding room to enter, were endeavouring to listen 
without, in the deepest attention. 

But there was something still more awfully disconcerting 
than all this ; for in the chair of the presiding magistrate idit 
no otlier person than his own father. Mr. Lyons opened the 
eaoee very briefly : in the way of argument he did nothing 
more than explain to the jury, that the decision upon the de- 
murrer had put the act of seventeen hundred and fifty-eight en>* 
' llrely out of the way, and left the law of seventeen hundred 
and forty-eight as the only standard of their damages ; he then 
concluded with a highly-wrought eulogium on the benevo- 
lence of the clergy. 

And now came on the first trial of Patrick Henry's strength. 
No one had ever heard him speak, and curiosity was on tiptoe* 
He rose very awkwardly, and faltered much in his exordium. 
The people hung their heads at so unpromising a commence- 
ment ; the clergy were observed to exchange sly looks with 
each other; and his father is described as having almost sunk 
whh confusion from his seat 

But these feeling^ were of short duration, and soon gav« 
place to others, of a very different character. For now were 
thdiie wimderAil Ikeultle* wKieh he posMtaed, for the first tioMW 
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developed; and now was first witiieesed Iteii loysterlatts and 
•Imast supernatural transformation of appearance, which th€ 
fire of his own^ eloquence never failed to work in him* For ai 
his mind rolled along, and begaki to glow from its own action^ 
all the eamvia of the clown seemed to shed themselves spoata* 
aeiwmly. 

liis attitude, by degrees, became erect and kifty« The 
spirit of his genins awakened all his features^ His countenance 
shone with a nobleness and grandeur which it never before 
exhibited. There was a lightning in Us eyes which seemed te 
rive the spectator. His action became gracefuU bold, and com* 
HMtiiding ; and in the tones of his voice, but more especially in 
his emphasis, there was a peculiar charm, a magic of which any 
one who ever heard him will speak ss soon as be is named, 
but of which no one can give any adequate description. They 
can only say that it struck upon the ear and upon the heartt in 
It 1/tanner which language cannot telL Ad^ to all these* hie 
wonder-working fancy, and the peculiar phraseology in which 
he clothed its images ; for he painted to the heart with a force 
tliat almost petrified it. In the language of those wha heard 
him on this occasion, '^ he made their blood run cold, and their 
kair to rise on end." 

It will not be difficult for any one who eter heard this most 
extraordinary man, to believe the whole account of this trans* 
action, which is given by his surviving bearers ; and from their 
account, the courthouse of Hanover county must have exhibit^ 
ed (m this occasion, a scene as picturesque, as has been ever 
witnessed in real life. 

They say that the people, whose countenance had fallen a» 
lie arose, had heard but a very few sentences before they began 
to look up; then to look at each other with surprise, as if 
doubting the evidence of their own senses ; tlien, attracted by 
some strong gesture, struck by some majestic attitude, fasciiik 
ited by the spell of his eye, the charm of his emphasis, and 
the varied and commanding expression of his countenance^ 
they could look away no more. 

In less than twenty minutes, they might be seen in every 
pert of the house, on every bench, in every window, stooping 
Ibrward from their stands, in deathlike silence ; their features 
fixed in amazement and awe ; all their senses listening pxA 
riveted upon the speaker, as if to catch the last strain of eome 
heavenly risitant. The mockery of the clergy was soon tump- 
ed into alarm ; their triumph into confusion and despair ; and 
et one burst of his rapid and overwhelming invective, they 
fied from the : bench in precipitation and terror. As for the 
firther, such waa Ins surprise, such his anaacenentt svch Ue 



ikmU forgeUing when he wgs, and Ihe character which 
h^was fiUinfy tears of eettaty streamed down his cheeks^ with<* 
out the power or inclitiation to repress them. 

The jury seem to have been so completely bewildered, that 
they lost sight, not only of the act of seventeen hundred and 
forty*eight^ but that of seventeen hundred and fifty-eight also; 
for thoughtless even of the admitted right of the plaintiff, they 
had ecarcely left the bar, when they returned with a ver-> 
diet of one penny damages, A motion was made for a new 
trial ; but the court, too, had now lost the equipoise of their 
jvdgment, and overruled the motion by a unanimous vote. 
The verdict and judgment overruling the motion, were fol- 
lowed by redoubled acclamations, from within and without the 
house. 

The people, who had with difficulty kept their hands off their 
champion, from the moment of dosing his harangue, no sooner 
saw the ^teof the cause finally sealed, than they seized him 
at the bar, and in spite of his own exertions, and the continued 
cry of ^ order*' from the sheriffs and the court, they bore him 
oat of the eourthousp, and raising him on their shoulders, car* 
ried him about the yard, in a kind of electioneering triumph. 

1 what a scene was this for a father's heart ! so sudden ; 
so unlocked for ; so delightfully overwhelming ! At the time, 
he was not able to give utterance to any sentiment ; but, a few 
days after, when speaking of it to Mr. Winston, (the present 
Judge Winston,) he said, with the most engaging modesty, and 
with a tremouv of voice, which showed how much more he felt 
tiu&n he expressed, '* Patrick spoke in this cause near an hourf 
and in a manner diat surprised me! and showed himself well- 
infonnod on a subject^ of which I did not think he had any 
knowledge ! -' 

I have tried much to procure a sketch of this celebrated 
speech. But those of Mr. Henry's hearers who survive, seem 
to have been bereft of their senses. They can only tell you, 
in general) that they were taken captive ; and so delighted with 
their captivity, that they followed implicitly, whithersoever he 
led them: diat« at his bidding, their tears flowed' from pity, 
aad their cheeks flushed with indignation: that when it was 
over, they felt as if they had just awaked from some ecstatic 
dream, of which ^tj were unable to recall or connect the par- 
ticnkre. It was such a speech as they believe had never be* 
fore fallen from the lips of man ; and to this day, the old peo* 
pie of that county cannot coneeive that a higher compliment 
can be paid to a speaker, than to say of him, in their own 
homely phrase:*— **fle te almeai wqtud to Pairiekt v>k$n'h$ 
pUai agrasasC the ^ar^oae." 



The oiiiy topic of this speeeh of which ftajtiilhetiliis 
remains, is the order of the kio^ in cohqoU« whereby the ael 
of seventeen hundred and fifty-eight had been declared void# 
This subject had in truth been disposed of by the demurrer $ 
ftndt in strictness of proceeding, neither Mr. Henry nor th« 
jury had anything to do with it. The laxity of tiw couiily« 
court practice, however, indulged him in the widest career ha 
chose to take, and he laid hold of this point, Rf ither with m fee* 
Ue nor hesitating hand ; but boldly and vigorously preseed it 
Upon the jury, and that, too, with very powerful efiect. 

He insisted on the connexion and reciprocal duities betweeir 
the king and his subjects ; maintained that govemmeiit was a 
conditional compact, composed of mutual and dependant cov«« 
nants, of which a violation by one party discharged the others 
and intrepidly contended that the disregard whidi had been 
ahown, in this particular, to the pressing' wants of the col<niy» 
Was an instance of royal misrule, which had thus far diasolved 
die political compact, and left the people at liberty to cotisiult 
their own safety; that they had consulted it by the act of 
aeventeen hundred and fifty-eight, which, therefore, notwith« 
standing the dissent of the king and his council, ong;ht to be 
oonsidered as the law of the land, and the only legitiouite meas* 
Vse of the claims of the clergy. 

The nature of this topic, and the earnest and undaunted man* 
ner in which Mr« Henry is said to have pursued and maintnin* 
ed it, proves that even at this period, which has been marked 
M the era of our greatest attachment and devotion to the pa« 
rent country, his mind, at least, was disposed to pry into the 
course of the regal adihinistration, and to apeak forth, his sen* 
liments without any fear of the consequenees. The reception 
which the people gave to the argument, proves that they also 
had no superstitious repugnance to the consideration of such 
topics* nor any very insuperable horror at the idea of a separa^ 
tion* Not that there is ground to suspect that any one had, 
at this time, realized such an event, or even contemplated k 
as desirable. 

The su|{gestion, therefore, which I have sometimes heaiid, 
that Mr. Henry was already meditating the independence of tlM 
coknuea, and sowing the seeds of those reflections whieh ka 
wished to ripen into revolt, is, In my opinion, raiher curiont 
than justt I believe that he thought of nothing beyond suecea* 
in his cause ; and since the desperate posture in wnich he found 
it demanded a daring and eccentric course, he adopted that 
wthich has been already slated. The character of hia argnmeat 
proves that he was naturally a bold and intrepid inquirer* who 
was not to be overawed from his purpoee by tha naon eveft^df 
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forareigiity itielf ; and of eonrse Ihit he wtf made of good 
rerolutionary materials. 

Bat an adequate provocation had not at this time been given s 
tnd it would be imputing to Mr. Henry a criminal ambition, of 
wbic)i theare is no prooC to suppoae that he was meditating the 
nb^rsioa of a government, against which the voice of serious 
cempiaifft had not yet been heard. Besides, Mr. Henry's 
itsndfng in society was at this period so humble, as to have 
rendered the meditation of such a purpose, on his part* pre- 
sumptuous in the extreme ; and equally inconsistent both with 
Ins unassuming modesty, and that natural good sense and aceu-* 
mta jadgment which are, on all hands, assigned to him. 

tmmi^iKtely on the decision of this cause, he was retained 
io all iImb caseSf within the range of his practice, which depend' 
•d en the aame queetton. But no other case was ever broughl 
l0trid.. They wens, all throughout the colony, dismissed by 
At )Mnttfia ; nor was any appeal ever prosecuted in the case 
•f Mr. Maury. The reason assigned for this by Mr. Camm is, 
that the legislature had voted money to support the appeal on 
iie part of the defendants, and that the clergy were not rich 
enough to contend against the whole wealth and strength of 
At colony.* 

The etergy took their revenge in an angry pamphlet from 
the pen of Mr. CaaMn, in which a very contemptuous account 
It gtvea both of the advocate and the court. Mr. Henry is 
stigmatised in it as an obscure attorney : and the epithet was 
trae enough as to the time past, but it was now true no longer. 
His sun had risen with a splendour which had never befbre 
been witnessed in this colony ; and never afterward did it ili»- 
graoa this glorious rising. 

* Mr. Oaima it right «■ to As interference of tbe legislature. 7 have not 
ItMn able, however, to find anj reaolution of the legiBlatare to this effect, eat 
fierthan the seventh of April, seventeen hundred and aixty-seven : where- 
Mr. Maury's case was decided in Hanover, on the first of December, seventee 
Imidred and aixty-three. The following is extracted from the journal of the 
dly fifsl mentioned i — 

" On a motion made— Resolved, that the committee of correspondence be 
Aeeted to write to the agent, to defend the parish-collectors from all appeals 
fnm jodgmenm here given, in suits brought by the clergy, for recovering their 
nitiies, payable on or before the last dny of lAay, seventeen hundred and latif* 
tm » and that this house will engage to defray the expense thereof/' 
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CHAPTER 11. 

State of Society in Virginia — Mr. Henry^t PopuUntv— Hit Appearance befbif 
the Hou^e or Burgesses— The Stamp-Act — ^Mr. Henry it elected a Men 
ber >Df the House'— Anecdute of Washington — Sketchee of Public Chaiae* 
tnre: John lUbinson, Peyton RaoJolph, Edmuad Pemiieton, George WytW 
and Richard Henry Le«^He apposes the Aristocracy of tbe Huate on th* 
Proposition for a Loan-Ofl[ic«-~Incroducet hit celebrated Jletolutioot agaiott 
the Stamp- Act— The Effect— Mr. Jefferson't Account of thit TraoeacUon— 
Anecdote of the Debate. 

It is almost unneeessary to state, that the display whieh Mr* 
Henry had made in ^''the parsons^ cause^*' as it was pppularlft 
called, placed him at onoe at the head of his profession, in t&at 
quarter o( the colony in whieh he practised. He beoaaa lh« 
Uieme of every tongue. He had exhibited a degree of elo* 
quence, which the people had never before witnessed ; a apt* 
cies of eloquence, too, entirely new at tiw l>ar« and all^giether 
his own. He had formed it on no living model, for there waa 
none such in the country. He had not eopted ii from b0ok% 
for they had described nothing of the kind ; or if they had!* ba 
was a stranger to their contente. 

Nor had he formed it himself, by solitary study and exercise) 
for he was -far too indolent for any such prooess., Itwaa^so 
anexampled, so unexpected, so instantaneouSt and so transeend* 
ent in its character, that it had, to the people, vety m«ek the 
^ appearance of supernatural inspiration. He was styled *^ tAit 
oiator of nature i^^ and was, on that account, much move r%^ 
rered by the people than if he had been formed by the severcMl 
discipline of d)e schools; fi>r they considered him as brinffiJif. 
his credentials directly from heaven, and owing |io par( otsUi 
greatness to human institutions. 

There were other considerations, also^ which draw him atill 
more closely to the bosom of the people. The society of Vir- 
ginia was at that time pretty strongly discriminated. A gen* 
tleman who lived in those days, and who had the best opportu* 
nities of judging on the subject, has furnished the following 
interesting picture of it :— 

<* To state the differences between the classes of society, and 
the lines of demarcation which separated them, would be diiH« 
cult. The law, you know, admitted none, except as to tha 
twelve counsellors. Yet, in a country insulated from the Euro* 
pean world, insulated from its sister colonies, with whom there 
was scarcely any intercourse, little visited by foreigners, and 
having little matter to act upon within itself, certain families 
had risen to splendour by wealth, and by the preservation of il 
from generation to generation, under the law of entails ; aoma 
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btd prodaced a seriea of men of telenU ; fiunUies in geaeid 
Bad ' remained atationarjf on the grounds of their fore&tbertt 
for there wm bo emigration to uie westward in those days ; 
the Irish, who had gotteii possession of the valley between the 
Bltie Ridge and the North Mountain, formed a barrier over 
which none ventured to leap ; and their manners presented no 
attraction to the lowlanders to settle among them. 

** In such a state of things, scarcely admitting any change of 
station, society would settle itself down into several stratOt 
separated by no marked tines, but shading off! imperceptibly 
from top to bottom, nothing disturbing the order of their repose* 
There were, then, first, aristocrats, composed of the great land* 
holders, who had seated themselves below tidewater on the main 
rivers, and lived in a style of luxury and extravagance insup- 
portable by the other inhabitants, and which indeed, ended in 
several instances in the ruin of their own fortunes. Next 
to Aese were what might be called hilf'hreei^; the de-* 
sceiMlants of the younger sons and daughters of the aristo- 
eratfl, who inherited the pride of their ancestors, without their 
wealth. ^ 

**Then came the pretenders, men, who, froQi vanity or theinH 
pnlee of growing wealth, or from that enterprise which is. aat« 
Ural to talents, sought to detach themselves from the plebeian 
ranks* to which they properly belonged, and imitated, at some 
distaoce, the manners and habits of the great. Next to these, 
were a solid and independent yeomanry, looking askance at 
those above, yet not venturing to jostle iheili. And last and 
lowest, tifeculum of beings, called overseers, the most abjeet, 
degraded, unprincipled race ; always cap in hand to the dons 
who employed them, and furnishing materials for the exereisa 
qC their pride, insolence and spirit of domination." 

It was from the body of the yeomanry, whom my correepofKl 
ant represents as '* looking askance" at those above them, thai 
Mr. Henry proceeded. He belonged to the body of the people. 
Bis birth, education, fortune, and manners, made him one of 
themselves. They regarded him, therefore, as their own prop^ 
crty, and sent to (hem expressly for the very purpose of hum • 
bfinf the pride of the mighty, and exalting the honour of hia 
own class. 

Mr. Henry had too much sagacity not to see this advantage, 
and too tnuch good sense not to keep and to improve it. He seems 
Uf have formed to himaelf, very early in life, just views of so- 
ciety, and to have acted upon them with the most laudable sys* 
aam and perseverance. He regarded government as instituted 
miMf for the good of the people ; and not for the benefit of 
who had contrived to make a job of it. He looked upon 
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Ihe body of the people^ therefore, as the hasfa of society, tht 
foontEir of all power, and, directly or indirectly, of all offices 
and honours, which had been instituted originally for their nst^ 
He made it no secret, therefore ; nay, he made it his boast, tha^ 
on eveiy occasion, *^ he bowed to the majesty of the people.** 

With regard to himself, he saw very distinctly, that .all his 
hopes rested on the people's favour. He therefore adhered to 
them with unshaken fidelity. He retained their manners, their 
customs, all their modes of life, wi^h religious caution. He 
dressed as plainly as the plainest of them ; ate only the homely 
fare, and drank the simple beverage of the country; mixd 
with them on a footing of the most entire and perfect equality^ 
and conversed with them, even in their own vicious and de- 
praved pronunciation.* 

If this last were the effect of artful compliance, as has been 
strenuously affirmed, it was certainly carrying the system far- 
ther than dignity would warrant Mr. Henry should have 
been the instructer as well as the friend of the people, and, by 
his example, have corrected instead of adopting their errors. 
It is very certain, that by this course he disgusted many of 
those whom it was often his business to persuade ; not because 
they considered it as a proof of vulgarity and ignorance, bul 
because they regarded it as a premeditated artifice to catch the 
favour and affections of the people. That it was so, I am not 
disposed to believe. I think it mUch more probable, that those 
errors of pronunciation were the effect of early and inveterate 
habit, which had become incurable before he was informed of 
his mistake. 

He had no occasion to resort to such petty artifices, either to 
gain or to hold the affections of the people; He held them by 
a much higher and a much firmer title : the simplicity of his 
manners; the benevolence of his disposition ; the integrity of 
his life ; his real devotion to their best interests'; that uncom- 
mon sagacity, which enabled him to discern those interests in 
every situation ; and the unshaken constancy with which ha 
pursued them, in spite of every difficulty and danger that could 
threaten him. From the point of time, of which we are now 
speaking, it is very certain that he suffered no gale of fortune, 
however high or prosperous, to separate him from the people : 
nor did the people, on their part, ever desert him. He was 

* Ooveraor Pa|^ rtUtes, thtt he once heard him ezpretf the followinsr a«Q. 
ttmentii, in this vicious promioeiation i-^** Nakeral pant i» better than all thA 
Umin uDon yearth ;" but the aceuracy of Mr. Page*a laemerr iaqiieatioiaed ia 
this particular, b^ the acquaintances of Mr. Heniyt who aay, that he wm torn 
ffo^ a grammanan to have uttered such a sentence, although tney adm^ tha 
uisecuraey af his ptonunaialion, in seme of the vronli tmpated t6 him. ' 



fbiB^ m9fi to wliaiil^ tb«y lopked ia «T«vy crifit of difSonltj* mud 
^ favourite on whom they wvro evep ready to lavish all the 
honours in their gift 

Middleton, in his life of Cicero, telU us, that the first ^reat 
fpeecb of thai orator, his defence of Roscius of Aroeria, was 
ma40 al the age of twenty-seven ; the same age, he addsi 
^t which the learned have remarked, that Demosthenea distin* 
guiahed himself in the aasemhly of the Athenians ; — ** as if thia 
were the age," I quote his own words, '* at which these great 
genioa regularly bloomed toward maturity." 

It is rather curious, than important, to observe, that Mr. 
Henry furnishes another instance in support of this theory $ 
^ace it waa precisely in the same year of his life, that hi& tai- 
nts £rtft became known to himself and to the world. Nor let 
thf aidmjrer of antiquity revolt at our coupling the name of 
Henry 'with those of Cicero and Demosthenes: it can be no 
degradation to the orator either of Greece or Rome, that his 
name stands enrolled on the same page with that of a man of 
whom. Bucb a judge of eloquence as Mr. Jefferson has said, 
that ** he 700$ the gretUes^ orator that ever lived,^^ 

But the taste of professional fame which Mr. Henry had de* 
rived from the ** parsons* cause," exquisite as it nmstbave been, 
was not sufficient to inspire him with a thirst for the learning 
of his profession. He had an insuperable aversion to the ola 
black'letier of the law-books^ (which was often a topic of rail- 
lery with him,) and he was never able to conquer it, etcept for 
preparation in some particular cause. No love of distinction, 
no necessity, however aevere, were strong enough to bind him 
down 'to a regular course of reading. 

He Qould not brook the confinement. The reasoning of the 
lav was too artificial, and too much cramped for him. While 
unavoidably engaged in it, he felt as if manacled. His mind 
waa perpe^ally struggling to break away. His genius delight- 
ed in liberty and space, in which it might roam at large, and 
feast on every variety of intellectual enjoyment. Hence, he 
was PfBver profound in the learning of the law. On a question 
merely legal, his inferiors, in point of talents, frequently em- 
barrassed and foiled him ; and it required all the resources of 
his extraordinary mind to support the distinction which he had 
now gained* 

The most successful practice in the county courts was, in 
those days, but a slender dependence for a family. Notwith- 
standing, therefore, the great addition to his business, which 
we have noticed, Mr. Henry seems still to have been pressed 
hy want. . With the hope of improving his situation, he re- 
moved, in the year seventsen hundred and sixiy-four* to the , 



cotintf of Lottisa, ttnd resM^ -tit a pkee ealM the 11o«nM 
about. Here I have learned nothing remarkable of hm, tmlest 
it may be thought so, that he pursued his fevourite amnsement 
of hunting with increased ardour* 

** After hts remoral to Louisa,'* ^ayv mj informant, ** he hai 
been known to hunt deer, frequently for seiretal days togellter, 
carrying his prorisioA with him, atid tii niffht eneampifig in the 
wx>o*ds. After the hunt was over, he woukI go from the ground 
to Louisa court, dad in e coarse cloth -coat, stained with all £tkt 
trophies of the chase, greasy leather breeches, ^mamented hi 
the same way, leggings for boots, and a pair of saddle-bags on 
his arm. Thus accoutred, he would enter the courthouse, 
take up die first of his causes that chanced to be called ; and if 
there was any scope foi^ his peculiar talent, throw his'adrersary 
into the fapckground, and astonish both court and jtiry, by ibe 
powerful effusions of his natural eloquence.*' 

There must have been something irresistibly captivating In 
Mr. Henry's mode of speaking, even on the most trivial mb- 
jeets. The late Judge Lyons has been heard to say of himself, 
while practising with Mr. Henry, that ** he could write a letter, 
or draw a declaration or plea at the bar, with as, much aceu- 
racy, as he could in his office, under all circumstances, except 
when Patrick rose to speak ; but that whenever he rose, al- 
though it might be on so trifling a subject as a summons and 
petition for twenty shillings, he was obliged to lay down his 
pen, and could not write another word, until the speech was 
finished." Such was the charm of his voice and manner, «nd 
^e interesting originality of his conceptions ! 

In the fall of seventeen hundred and sixty-lbur, Mr. Henry 
had an opportunity of exhibiting himself on a new theatre. A 
contest occurred in the house of burgesses, in the case of Mr. 
James Littlepage, the returned member for the county of Han- 
over. The rival candidate and petitioner was Nathaniel West 
Dandridge.* The charge against Mr. Littlepage was bribery 
and corruption. The parties were heard by their counsel, be- 
fote the committee of* privileges and elections, and Mr. Henry 
was on this occasion employed by MrJ Dandridge. 

Williamsburgh, then the seat of government, was the focus 
of fashion and high life. The residence of the governor, ( Ae 
immediate representative of the sovereign,) the royal state in 

* Here it snotW mistake of Mr. Bark. He states the eonteit to htfs 
been between Col. Syme (Mr. Henry's half>brother) and Col. ^chttd Little- 
paffe. The journal contradicts htm, and au ppotts the text. Them was no 
snea conteet as that of which he ipeaka ; at least, between ^ yean 
Insldiisd sad Jixtf •tvro «id «eTsiilaaQ JuindMifl sad siatjHMebt. 
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irWdi he Hted,- the poKta and brnKant tiftU which he alwftire 
htd ebont him, difiiMed their influence through the city and the 
circumjacent county, and filled WilHamsburgh with a degree of 
emulation, taate, and elegance, of which we can form no con- 
ception by the appearances of the present day. During the 
tfetfiion of the house of burgesses, too, these stately modes of 
life issmned thehr richest forms ; the town was filled with a 
eoneourse of visiters, ae well as citixens, attired in their gayest 
colours ; the streets exhibited a continual scene of animated 
and glittering tAmult ; the houses, of costly profusion. 

Such was the scene in ' which Mr. Henry was now called 
upon, for the first time, to make his appearance. He made no 
preparation for it, but went down just in the kind of garb which 
M had been accustomed to exhibit all his life, and is said to have 
worn on this occasion particularly, a suit which had suflfered 
very considerably in the service. The contrast which he ex- 
Idbited with the general elegance of the place, was so striking, 
as to call upon him the eyes of all the curious and the mis* 
chievoue ; and, as he moved awkwardly about, in his coarse 
and threadbare dress, with a countenance of abstraction and 
tetal unconcern as to what was passing around him, (interest* 
tog as it seemed to every one else,) he was stared at by some 
as a prodigy, and regarded by others as mi unfortunate being, 
whose senses were disordered. 

Hfhen he went to attend the committee of privileges and elec* 
ttoM, the matter was still worse. ** The proud airs of aristoe* 
racy,'* says Judge Tyler, detailing this incident of Mr. Henry's 
life, ** added to the dignified forms of that truly august body, 
were enough to have deterred any man possessing less firm* 
ness and independence of spirit than Mr. Henry* He -was 
eshered with great state and ceremony into the room of the 
eommittee, whose chairman was Colonel Bland.* 

'' Mr. Henry was dressed in very coarse apparel ; no one 
Imew »n3rthing of him ;t and scarcely was he treated with 

* Mr. Trier tays, ** that enlightened end amiaHe men, John Blair ;*' hut in 
(hie he ia Miieoted hy the journal, which ahowa that Mr. Bland was the chtir- 
mtn of the committee of uriyilegeaand elections for that year. T ahoMld have 
tkoQght, from the freneral accuracy of Mr. Tjler'a statement, that Mr. Blair 
Might hare been officiating as chairman pro tempore, in the absence of Col. 
Bnibd ; but that Mr. Blair doea not appear, by the journal, to have belonged te 
the committee, or even to have been a member of the house in aeventeen bun* 
died and aizty-four. His name doea not appear till aeventeen hundred and 
lizty.aiz. 

. Mr. Tyler, reciting Mr. Henry's own narratire, after a lapse of seve«|) years, 
■u^t vwy eaaily have confounded two namea aa aimilar aa those of Bland aed 
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<I«eent respect hy any on« exempt ibe chairman, urbo cmM not 
do 90 much violence to his feelings and principles, aa to de- 
part, on any occasion, from the delicacy of the gentleman. But 
the general contempt was soon changed into as general admi- 
ration ; for Mr. Henry distinguished himself by a copious aud 
brilliant display on the great subject of the rights of suffrage, 
superior to anything that had been heard before within those 
walls. Such a burst of eloquence, from a man so vei^y plain 
and ordinary iu his appearance, struck the committee with 
amazement ; so that a deep and perfect silence 4ook place du* 
ring the speech, and not a sound but from his lips was to be hoard 
in ilie room;" 

So far. Judge Tyler. Judge Winston relating the same inci* 
dent, says : ^* Some time after, a member of the house, speaking 
to me of this occurrence, said, he had, for a day or (wo^ oh- 
served an ill^dressed young man sauntering in the lobby ; 4hat 
he seemed to be a stranger to everybody, and he had not the 
curiosity to inquire his name ; but that, attendinf when the 
case of the contested election came on, he was surprised to find 
this same person counsel for one of* the parties ; end still more 
so when he delivered an argument superior to anything he had 
ever heard." The case, according to the report of the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, is not one which aeems le 
present much scope for a very interesting discussion ; hut Mr. 
Henry's was one of those minds which impart interest to every 
subject they touch. 

The same year, seventeen hundred and sixty->feur, is mem 
orable for the origination of that great question which led final- 
ly to the independence of the United States. It has been said 
hy a gentleman, at >east as well qualified to judge as any other 
now alive, (Mr. Jefiferson,) that *^ Mr. Henry certainly gave the 
first impulse to the ball of the revolution." In order to show 
the correctness of this , position, it is proper to ascertain the 
precise point to which the controversy with Great Britain had 
advanced, when Mr. Henry first presented himself in the char 
acter of a statesman. 

In Marsh, seventeen hundred and sixty-four, the British par- 
liament had passed resolutions, preparatory to the levying » 
revenue on the colonies by a stamp-tax. These resolutions 
were communicated to the house of burgesses of Virginia, 
ihrough their committee of correspondence, by the colonial 
agent ; and having been maturely considered, resulted in the 
appointment of a special committee to prepare an address to 

which he made in the parsons* cause, his name coold not hare been whol^ 
#riEnawa : Um text, however, gives the words of my correspMeni laithfaHj. 
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fte king, a memorial to the lords, and a remonstrance to the 
house of commons. 

On the eighteenth of Decemhcr, serentcen hundred and six- 
ty-four, these papers were reported, and (after various amehd- 
iQent8» which considerably diluted their spirit) received the con- 
currence of the counci). The reader will perceive, on perusing 
them, (see Appendix, note A,) that while they affirm, in clear 
and strong terms, the constitutional exemption of the colony 
flrom taxation by the British parliament, they breathe, never- 
theless, a tone so suppliant, and exhibit such a picture of anti- 
cipated suffering from the pressure of th^ tax on the exhausted 
resources of the colony, as to indicate that no opposition be- 
rond remonstrance was, at this time^ meditated. Remon* 
«trance» however, was vain. In January, seventeen hundred 
4nd sixty-nve, the famous stamp-act was passed, to take effect 
40 the colonies on the first of November following. 

The annunciation of this measure seems at first to have stun- 
ned the comment from one extremity to the other. The pres- 
febs, which spread the intelligence among the people, were 
Uiemselves manifestly confounded ; and so far from inspiring 
ine energy ol resistance, they seemed rather disposed to have 
looMLed out for topics of consolation, under submission.* The 
truth 18, tnat aii ranks of society were confounded. No one 
knew i^hat lo hope, what more to fear, or what course was best 
to be taken, bome, indeed, were fond enough to entertain 
hopes that the united remonstrances of the colonial legislatures, 
Ae fate of wnicn had not yet been heard, might induce the 
mother-comivry to change her policy ; these hopes, however, 
were faint ; and lew there were that entertained them. Many, 
considered submission, in the present state of the colonies, as 
unavoidable ; aiid that this was the opinion of Doctor Franklin 
himself, is apparent from the remark with which he took leare 
of Mr, Ingersol, on his departure for America.! 

The idea of resistance, by force was nowhere glanced at in 
the most distant manner ; no heart seems to have been bold 
enough, at first, to conceive it. Men, on other occasions mark- 
ed for intrepidity and decision, now hung back, unwilling to 
submit, and yet afraid to speak out in the language of bold and 

♦ Thus in the Pennsylvania Gazette of the thirtieth of May, seventeen hun- 
dred snd sixty-five : *^\Ve hear the lams of money arisinpr from the new stamp 
duties in North Ameriem ibr the first five years, are chiefly to be applied t0w« 
ard making commodious post-roads from one province to another, erecting 
bridges where necessary, and other measures equally important to facilitate an 
extensive tirade.'* 

t ** Go home and tell your countrymen to gtt children as fast as they 
tan.*'-— Got]>oN. 
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open defiance* It was just at this moment of deipondeney in 

some quarters, suspense in others, and surly and reluctant sub- 
mission wherever submission appeared, that Patrick Henry 
9tood forth to raise the drooping spirit of the people^ and to 
unite all hearts and hands in the cause of his country. 

With the view of making way for him, and placing him in 
the public councils of his country, Mr. William Johnson, who 
had been elected a member of the house of burgesses for the 
county of Louisa, vacated his seat by accepting the commission 
of coroner. The writ of election to supply his place was 
awarded on the first of May, seventeen hundred and sixty-five, 
and on the twentieth day of that month, it appears by the jour* 
pals, that Mr. Henry was added to the committee for courts of 
justice. « 

Here, again, he was upon a new theatre, and personally un- 
known, except to those few who might have heard his argu- 
ment on the contested election of Mr. Littlepage, the preceding 
winter. His dress and manners were still those of the plain 
planter, and, in his personal appearance, there was nothing to 
excite curiosity, or awaken expectation. The forms of the 
house, of which he was now for the 6rst time a member, were, 
as has been stated, most awfully dignified ; its active members 
were composed of the landed aristocracy and their adherents ; 
and among them were men to whose superiority of talents, as well 
as influence and power, the yeomanry of the country had long 
been accustomed to bow with tacit and submissive deference, 

John Robinson, the speaker of the house, was one of the 
most opulent men in the colony, and the acknowledged head of 
its landed aristocracy. He had now filled the chair of the 
bouse with great dignity, and without interruption, for five-and* 
twenty years. He was, also, the colonial treasurer ; and from 
the high offices which he held, in connexion with the regal 
government, was as warmly attached to its authority by inter- 
est, as he was by taste and fashion to all the grandeur of its 
forms. 

But, notwithstanding this close alliance with the court, hie 
personal influence, in every class of society, was very great; 
and he held that influence by a tenure far superior to any that 
his own vast wealth or the power of the crown could confer. 
For he possessed a strong and well-informed mind, enlarged 
end corrected by great experience, and he united with it a be- 
nevolenee of spirit and a courtesy of manners which never fail* 
ed to attach every heart that approached him. The poor drew 
near to him without awe or embarrassment ; they came, indeed* 
with filial confidence ; for they never failed to find in him a 
■ympathetie friend and an able counsellor. The rich ei^oyed 
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in him an easy, enlightened, and instructive companion ; and, 
next to the governor, regarded him as the highest model of 
elegance and fashion. 

An anecdote is related of this gentleman, which displays in 
a strong and amiable light, the exalted force of his feelings, 
aod the truly noble cast of his manners. When Colonel Wash- 
ington (the immortal saviour of his country) had closed his 
career in the French and Indian war, and had become a mem- 
ber of the house of burgesses, the speaker, Robinson, was 
directed, by a vote of the house, to return their thanks to that 
gentleman, on behalf of the^ colony^ for the distinguished mili- 
tary services which he had rendered to his country. As soon 
as Colonel Washington took his seat, Mr. Robinson, in obedi- 
ence to this order, and following the impulse of his own gen- 
erous and grateful heart, discharged the duty with great dig- 
nity; but with such warmth of colouring and strength of 
expression, as entirely confounded the young hero. 

He rose to express his acknowledgments for the honour ; but 
such was his trepidation and confusion, that he could not give 
distinct utterance to a single syllable. He blushed, stammer- 
ed, and trembled, for a second ; when the speaker relieved him 
by a stroke of address that would have done honour to Louis 
XIV, in his proudest and happiest moment. " Sit down, Mr. 
Washington," said he, with a conciliating smile ; ** your mod- 
esty is equal to your valour ; and that surpasses the power of 
any language that I possess."* 

Peyton Randolph, the king's attorney-general, held the next 
rank to the speaker. He was not distinguished for eloquence ; 
but he derived great weight from the solid powers of his un- 
derstanding, and the no less solid virtues of his heart. He 
was well acquainted with all th^ forms of parliamentary pro^ 
ceeding ; was an eminent lawyer, and a well-informed and prac 
tical statesman. 

Richard Bland was one of the most enlightened men in the 
colony. He was a man of finished education, and of the most 
unbending habits of application. His perfect mastery of every 
fact connected with the settlement and progress of the colony, 
bad given him the name of the Virginian antiquary.f He was 
a politician of the iirst class ; a profound logician, and was also 
considered as the first writer in the colony.J 

Edmund Pendleton, the protege of the speaker Robinson, 
was also among the most prominent members in the house. 

* On the authority of Edmund Randolph. t Edmund Randolph. 

t " He was/' says a correspondent, " the most learned and logical man of 
those who took a prominent lead in public afiairs ; profound in constitutional 

4# 
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He had* in a gteat measure, overcome the dlsadTantagea of an 
extremely defective edacation, and by the force of ffood com- 
pany andt the study of correct authors, had attained to great 
accuracy and perspicuity of style. The patronage of the 
speaker had introduced him to the first circles, and his man^ 
ners were elevated, graceful and insinuating. His person was 
spare, but well-proportioned; and his countenance one of the 
finest in the wutld ; serene— contemplative— ^benignant — with 
that expression of unclouded intelligence and extensive re* 
search, which seemed to denote him capable of anything that 
could be effected by the power of the human mind. 

His mind itself was of a very fine order. It was clear, corh 
prehensive, sagacious and correct ; with a most acute and sub- 
tile faculty of discrimination ; a fertility- of expedient which 
could never be exhausted ; a dexterity ofaddress which never lost 
a 1 advantage and never gave one ; and a capacity for continued 
and unremiiting applicatLon, which was perfectly invincible. 

As a lawyer and a statesman, he had few equals ; no supe- 
riors. For parliamentary management, he was without a rivaL 
With all these advantages of person, manners, address, and 
intellect, he was also a speaker of distinguished eminence. 

He had that silver voice*^ of which Cicero makes such fre- 
quent and honourable mention — an articulation uncommonly 
distinct— a perennial stream of transparent, cool, and sweet 
elocution ; and the power of presenting his arguments with 
great simplicity and striking effect. He was always graceful, 
argumentative, persuasive : never vehement, rapid, or abrupt. 
He could instruct and delight ; but he had no pretensions to 
those high powers which are calculated to '* shake the human 
soul.*' 

George Wythe, also a itiember of the House, was confessed- 
ly among the first in point of abilities. There is a story circu- 
lated, as upon his own authority, that he was initiated by his 

« 

lort ; but a roost ungrtcefal speaker in debate. He wrote the first pampUet 
op the nature of the connexion with Great Britain, which had any pretensions 
to accuracy of view on that subject ; but it was a singular one : he would set 
oat on sound principles, pursue them logically, till he found them leading to 
the preeipice which we had to leap ; start back, alarmed ; thep resume his 
ground, go over it in another direction, be led again, by the correctness of hia 
reasoning, to the same place, and again tack about and try other processes to 
reconcile right and wrong ; but left his reader and himself bewildered between 
the steady index of the compass in their hand, and the phantasm to which it 
seemed to point. Still, there was more sound matter in this pamphlet t^aa ui 
the celebrated Farmer^s Letters, which were reall/ but an ignis faiuuBt mis- 
*eading as from true principle." 

* Vex »gmUUL, S<fe the Bratas, ^ommi. 
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mother ia ilic Latin cIaMics.f Be thif ai it may, it it certain 
that he had raised upon the original foundation, whencesoever 
acquired, a superstructure of ancient literature which has been 
rarely equalled in this country. He was perfectly familiar 
with the authors of Greece and Rome ; read them with the 
came ease* and quoted them with the same promptitude that he 
could the authors in his native tongue. He carried his love of 
aaliquity rather too far ; for he frequently subjected himself to * 
the charge of pedantry ; and his admiration of the gigantic 
writers of Queen Elizabeth's reign, had unfortunately betrayed 
liim into an imitation of their quaiutness. 

Yet, with all this singularity of taste, he was a man of mat 
capacity ; powerful in argument ; frequently pathetic ; and ele* 
gaotly keen and sarcastic in repartee. He was long the rival 
of Mr* Pendleton at the bar, whom he equalled as a common 
lawyer, and greatly surpassed as a civilian : but he was too 
open and direct in his conduct, and possessed too little man* 
agement, either with regard to his own temper or those of 
other men, to cope with so cool and skilful an adversary* 
Though a full match for Mr. Pendleton in the powers of fair 
and solid reasoning, Mr. Pendleton could, whenever he pleased* 
and would, whenerer it was necessary, tease him with quibbles, 
aod vex him with sophistries, until he destroyed the composure 
of his mind, and robbed him of his strength. 

No man was ever more entirely destitute of art than Mr, 
Wythe. He knew nothing, even in his profession, and never 
would know anything of ** crooked and indirect by-ways." 
MThatever he had to do, was to be done openly, avowedly, and 
above-boajrd. He would not, even at the bar, have accepted 
of success on any other terms. 

This simplicity and integrity of character, although it some« 
times exposed him to the arts and sneers of the less scrupulous, 
placed him before his countrymen on the ground which Cesar 
wished his wife to occupy ; he was not only pure, but above 
all suspicion. The unaffected sanctity of his principles, united 
vilh his modesty and simple elegance of manners, his attic wit, 
his stores of rare knowledge, his capacity for business, and the 
real power of his intellect, not only raised him to great emi- 
nence in public, but rendered him a delightful companion, and 
i most valuable friend. 

But Richard Henry Lee was the Cicero of the house. His 
fiice itself was on the Roman model ; his nose Cesarean ; the 
port and carriage of his head, leaning persuasively and grace- 
fully forward ; and the whole contour noble and fine. Mr. Lee 
was, hy far, the most elegant scholar in the house. He had 

* I bftid it from ths )i»|# .liadga Nelson, his lelation. 
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studied the classics in the true spirit of criticism* His tasM 
had that delicate touch, which seized with intuilirc certainty 
every beauty of an author, and his genius that natire affinity 
which combined them without an effort. Into every walk of 
literature and science, he had carried this mind of exquisite 
selection, and brought it back to the business of life, crowned 
with every light of learning, and decked with every Avreath, 
that all the muses and all the graces could entwine. 

Nor did those light decorations constitute the whole value of 
Its freight. He possessed a rich store of historical and politi- 
cal knowledge, with an activity of observation, and a certainty 
of judgment, that turned that knowledge to the very best ac- 
count. He was not a lawyer by profession ; but he understood 
thoroughly the constitution both of the mother-country and 
her colonies ; and the elements also of the civil and municipal 
law. Thus, while his eloquenca was free from those stiff and 
technical restraints which the habits of forensic speaking are 
so apt to generate, he had all the legal learning which is neces- 
sary to a statesman. He reasoned well, and declaimed freely 
and splendidly. The note of his voice was deeper and more 
melodious than that of Mr. Pendleton. It was the canorous 
voice* of Cicero. ' 

He had lost the use of one of his hands, which he kept con- 
stantly covered with a black-silk bandage, neatly fitted to the 
palm of his hand, but leaving his thumb free ; yet, notwith- 
standing this disadvantage, his gesture was so graceful and so 
highly finished, that it was said he had acquired it by practising 
before a mirror.t Such was his promptitude, that he required 
no preparation for debate. He was ready for any subject, as 
soon as it was announced ; and his speech was so copious, so 
rich, so mellifluous, set off with such bewitching cadence of 
voice, and such captivatinff grace of action, that, while you 
listened to him, yon desired to hear nothing superior, and' in- 
deed thought him perfect. He had a quick sensibility and a 
fervid imagination, which Mr. Pendleton wanted. Hence his 
orations were warmer and more delightfully interesting ; yet 
still, to him those keys were not consigned which could unlock 
the sources either of the strong or tender passions. 

His defect was, that he was too smooth and too sweet. His 
style bore a striking resemblance to that of Herodotus, as de- 
scribed by the Roman orator : " He flowed on, like a qiiiet 
and placid river, without a ripple.'*^ He flowed, too, through 
banks covered with all the fresh verdure and variegated Woom 

♦ Vox ttawm. See the BrutuB, passim. f Edmund Randolph. 

I Sme vttiS'idebriSf qtiasi seiatus amnist flttit Orat. XtT. 99. 
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of the spring; bul hU coune was too subdued, and too beauti* 
folly regular. A cataract, like that of Niagara, crowned with 
overhanging rocks and mountains, in all the rude and awful 
graadeur of nature, would have brought him nearer to the 
standard of Homer and of Henry. 

These were some of the stars of first magnitude that shone 
In the house of burgesses in the year seventeen hundred and 
sixty -fire. There was yet a cluster of minor luminaries, which 
it were endless to delineate, but whose blended rays contrib- 
uted to form that uncommon galaxy in which die plebeian 
Henry was now called upon to take his place. What had he 
to enable him to cope with all this lustre of talents and erudi* 
tion T Very little more than the native strength of his charac* 
ter; a constancy of soul, which no array of power could 
shake ; a genius that designed with all the boldness of Angelo, 
and an imagination that coloured with all the felicity of Titian* 

It has been already stated, that Mr. Henry was elected with 
express reference to an opposition to the stamp*act. It was 
not, however, expected by his constituents, or meditated by 
himsdf, that he should lead the opposition. The addresses of 
the preceding year, made to the king, lords, and commons, in 
which so strong a truth had been stated, as that the stamp-act, 
if persisted in, would reduce the colony to a state of slavery, 
founded a hope that those who had commenced the opposition 
by remonstrance, would continue to give it the eclat of their 
high names, by resistance of a bolder character, if bolder 
should be necessary. Mr. Henry waited, therefore, to file in 
under the first champion that should raise the banner of colo- 
nial liberty. In the meantime, another subject unexpectedly 
occnrred to call him up, and it was on this other that he made 
his debut in the house. 

The incident has been stated to me in the folloNving terms, 
by a gentleman (Mr. Jefferson) who heard the debate : " The 
gentlemen of this country had, at that time, become deeply in- 
Tolved in that state of indebtment which has since ended in so 
general a crush of their fortunes. Mr. Robinson, the speaker, 
was also the treasurer, an officer always chosen by the assem- 
bly. He was an excellent man, liberal, friendly, and rich. He 
hsd been drawn in to lend, on his own account, great sums of 
money to persons of this description ; and especially those 
who were of the assembly. 

** He used freely for this purpose the public money, confiding 
for its replaeement in his own means, and the securities he had 
taken on those loans. About this time, however, he became 
sensible that his deficit to the public was become so enormous, 
tf that a discovery must soon take place, for as yet the jpublie 
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had no sttspicion of it. He devised, therefore, with his friends 
In the assembly, a plan for a public loan-office, to a certain 
amount, from which moneys might be lent on pnblic account, 
and on good landed security to mdividuals. 

** I find, in Royle's Virginia Gazette of the seventeenth oi 
May, seventeen hundred and sixty-five, this proposition for a • 
loan-office presented, its advantages detailed, and the plan ex- 
plained. It seems to have been done by a borroiting n^ember, 
from the feeling with which the motives are expressed, and to 
have been preparatory to the intended motion. Between the 
seventeenth and thirtieth, (the latter being the date of Mr. ' 
Henry's resolutions on the stamp-act,) the motion for a loan- ; 
office was accordingly brought forward in the house of bur- 
gesses ; and had it succeeded, the debts due to Robinson on 
5iese loans would have been transferred to the public, and his 
deficit thus completely covered. 

** This state of things, however, was not yet known : bat 
Mr. Henry attacked the scheme on other general gronnds, in 
that style of bold, grand, and overwhelming eloquence, for 
which he became so justly celebrated afterward. I had been 
intimate with him from the year seventeen hundred and fiAy- 
nine and sixty, and felt an interest in what concerned hina ; and 
I can never forget a particular exclamation of his in the debate, 
which electrified his hearers. It had been urged, that, from 
certain unhappy circumstances of the colony, men of snbstan- ' 
lial property had contracted debts, which, if exacted suddenly, 
tnust ruin them and their families, but with a little indulgence 
of time, might be paid with ease. 

"* What, sir!' exclaimed Mr. Henry, in animadverting on 
this, Ms It proposed then to reclaim the spendthrift from bis 
dissipation and extravagance, by filling his pockets with 
money V These expressions are Indelibly impresis^ed on my 
memory. He laid open with so much energy the spirit of fa- 
vouritism, on which the proposition was founded, and the 
abuses to which it would lead, that it was crushed in its birth.* 
He carried with him all the members of the upper cottnties, 
and left a minority composed merely of the aristocracy of the 
country. From this time his popularity swelled apace ; and 
Mr. Robinson dying the year afterward, Ms deficit w^s brought 
to light, and discovered the true object of the proposition.'** 

♦ In reply to this commimicatJon, 1 stated my surprise ihtt no evidecice ol 
this motion wact to be found on (he journals of the day, and begit^ my eo ry 
pondent to etpUin it^ which he does very satisfactojrily iii the following tanm : 
"Abortive motions are not alwaya enteredv on the ioornala, m rather ikutj arv 
rarely entered. It is the modern introduction of yeas and nays which Kaa 
given the means of placing a rejected motion on the jotimals: and it is l&.e)r 
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The exelRmatioa above quoted by my correspondent as hay* 

log electrized Mr. Henry's hearers, is a strikiu^i^ specimen of 
one of his great excellences in s|jeakiu(j;; which was, the 
power of condensing the substance of a long argument, into 
one short pithy question. The hearer was surprised, in find* 
ing himself brought so suddenly and so clearly to a just con- 
clusion. He could scarcely conceive how it was ejected ; and 
could not fail to regard, with high admiration, the power of that 
intellect which could eome at its ends by so short a course ; 
and work out its purposes with the quickness and certainty of 
magic 

The aristocracy were startled at such a phenomenon from 
the plebeian ranks. They could not be otherwise than indig- 
nant at the presun^ption of an obscure and unpolished rustic, 
uksi, without asldag the support or countenance of any p^it^on 
among themselves^ stood upon his own ground* and bearded 
them even in their den. That this rustic sho^ild have been 
able, too, by his single strength, to baffle their whole phalanx 
and put it to rout, was a mortification too humiliating to be 
easily borne. They affected to ridicule his vicious and de- 
praved pronunciation, the homespun coarseness of his lan- 
goage, and his hypocritueal canting in relation to his humility 
and if noranee. 

But they^ouSd not kelp admiring and envying his wonderful 
gifts; that thorough k&owledge of the human heart which he 
displayed; that power of throwing his reasoning into short 
and clear aphorisms; which, desultory as they were, supplied, 
in a great degree, the place of method and logic ; that imagina- 
tion so copious, poetic, and sublime ; the irresistible power 
with whi«h he <an«ed every passion to rise at his bidding ; and 
ail the rugged maght and tnajesty of his eloquence. From this 
moment, m iiad no friends on the aristocratic side of the 
house. They looked upon him with envy and with terror. 
They iirexe forced at length to praise his genius ; but that praise 

4hat tiis Mate, ^nho, -m treasurer, waa to be the loan>officer, an4 b^d the di- 
iMtMBiort^^urnala, would choose to omit an entry of the motion in this 
cue. Thie Accounts jtujSicientlj for the absence of any trace of the motion on 
the journflls. There was no suspicion then, (so far at least as I knew,) that 
Ifr. Hobttami 4iad veed the public money in private loans to bis ffienda, and 
that Uie secret object of thia scheme was to transfer those debtors to the pub- 
lic, and tkus clear his accounts. I have diligently examine^ the names of the 
asmbers on the journals of seventeen hundred and sixty-four, to see if any 
were still living, to whose memory we might recur on this subject j bat I find 
not a sin^e one now reraaining in life." This debate must have been in sev- 
4iiteta bundred and sixty-five | instead pf seventeen hundred and sixty-four. 
tW only ssrvinng laecnber of that year is Paul C4rfiQgt^, t?^., oiq., who 
Jmk his ssat in tl» houee after tbo debate m <|a§ttigt). 
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waB wrung from them,' with painftil reluctance. They wouU 
have denied it if they could. They would have overshadowed 
it; and did at first try to overshadDW it, by magnifying bis 
defects ; but it would have been as easy for them to hare ecfip* 
aed the splendour of the sun, by pointing to his spots. 

If, however, he had lost one side of the house by his mn- 
daunted manner of blowing up this aristocratic project, he had 
made the other side his fast friends. They had listened with ad* 
miration, unmixed with envy. Their souls had been struck with 
amazement and rapture, and thrilled with unspeakable sensa- 
tions which they had never felt before. The man, too, who 
had produced these effects, wa$ one of themselves. This was 
balm to them ; for there is a wide diiference between that dis* 
tant admiration, which we pay as a tax, due to long-standing 
merit, in superior rank, and that throbbing applause which 
rushes spontaneously and warm from the heart, toward a new 
man and an equal. 

There is always something of latent repining, approaching 
to resentment, mingled with that respect which » exacted from 
us by rank ; and we feel a secret gratification in seeing it hum* 
bled. In the same proportion, we love the man who has given 
us this gratification, and avenged, as it were, our own past in- 
dignities. Such was precisely the state of feeling \i^hich Mr. 
Henry produced, on the present occasion. The lower ranks 
of the house beheld and heard him with gratitude and vener»- 
tion. They regarded him %s a sturdy and wide-spreading oak, 
beneath whose cool and refreshing shade they might take ref* 
uge from those beams of aristocracy that had played upon them 
80 long, with rather an unpleasant heat 

After this victorious sally upon their party, the former lead- 
ers of the house were not tery well-disposed to look with a fa- 
vourable eye on any proposition which he should majie. They 
had less idea of contributing to foster the popularity and pam- 
per the power of a man, who seemed born to be their scourge, 
and to drag down their ancient honours to the dust. It was in 
this unpropitious state of things, after having waited in vain for 
some step to be taken on the other side of the house, and 
when the session was within three days of its expected close, 
(that Mr^ Henry introduced his celebrated resolutions on the 
fitamp-act. 

I will not withhold from the reader a note of this transaction 
fr<om the pen of Mr. Henry himself. It is a curiosity, and high- 
ly worthy of preservation. After his deaths there was found 
amonjg his papers one sealed, and thus endoraed : ** Eneloaad 
are the resolutions of the Virginia assembly in seventeen hsn- 
dred and aizty-five, concerning tiie stamp-act. Let my exeM- 
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#n open thff pftper/* WIAIn w»« ItHiiid th« folto4rlti| eopf 
•fthe resolutions^ id Mr* Hetiry^s haiMfivrrting :t— 

" Resolved, That ihe fir$t adyenHirers and seltlers of this, 
fan majesty's colony and (fominion, brought with tbena, and 
transmitted to their posterity^, and all other his majesty's sub* 
jects, since inhabiting in this, his majesty's said colon(y, all the 
privileges, franchises, and immunities, thftt have at any tim^ 
been held, enjoyed, and posaesved by die people of &n9t 
Britain. 

** Resolved, Thai by two royal chartei*,. granted by King 
James the first, the colonists, aforesaid, are declared enf^ed io 
all the privileges, liberies, and immunities of deniaens and nat- 
ural-born subjects, to aH iniei^ts and purposes, as if ibey had 
been abiding and bom within the reaTm of England. 

*^ Resolved, That the taxation of the peoph» by thewselres, 
or by persons chosen by themselves to represent them, who 
can only know what taxes the people are able to bear, and the 
easiest mode of raising them, and are equally afTected by' such 
taxes themselves, is the disiinguishiog eharaeteristie of Britiah 
freedom, and without which the ancient constitutioii cannet 
fiibsist. 

**Kesolved, That his majesty's Mtge people of this moat an- 
cient colony, have onintemiptedly enjoyed the right of being 
thus governed by their own assembly, in the article of dieir 
taxes and internal police, and that the same hath never been, 
forfeited, or any other way given up, but hath been constantly 
recoirnised by the king and people of Ghreat Britain* 

" Resolved, therefore. That the general assembly of this col- 
ony have the sole right and power to lay taxea and impositions* 
upon the inhabitants of this colony ; and' that every attempt to 
vest such power in any person or persons whatsoever, other 
than the general assembly aforesaid, has tt. manifest tendenoy 
to destroy British as well as American freedbm."' 

On the back of the paper containing those resolutions, is the 
foUowinff endorsement, which is also in- the handwriting of Mr. 
Henry himself : "The within rcsolirtTons paesed' the house of 
burgesses in May, seventeen htmdred' and^ sikty-AVe. They 
formed the first opposition to the stamp-act^ and the scheme of 
taxing America by the British parliament. All the colonic?* 
either through fear, or want of opportunity to form an opposi- 
tion, or from influence of some kind or other, had remained si- 
lent. I had been for the first time elected a burgess, a few 
days before, was yonngr, inexperienccfT', unacquainted with the^ 
forms of the house, and the members that composed it. Find- 
ing the men of weight averse to opposattoo, and the commence- 
ment of the tax at handf tnd that mo pMOon wm Jibdy tp atef 

6 i» 



4iMrik, I dttetmlncd t6 veAtue^ and alone; ufiadvistd* and oom* 
sisted, on a blank leaf of an old law-hpok* wrote ihe within. 

'* Upon offaring them to the house, violent debates ensued. 
.'Many threats were uttered, and much abuse cast on rae, by the 
.party for submission. After a long and warm contest, the res- 
solutions passed by a very small majority, perhaps of one or two 
-only. The alarm spread throughout America with astonishing 
quickness, and the miniaterial party were overwhelmned. The 
great point of resistance to British taxation was universally 
^established in the colonies. This brought on the war, which 
ifinally separated the two countries, and gave independence to 
4Mirs. Whether this will prove a blessing or a curse will de- 
^pend upon the use our people make of the blessings which a 
gracious God hath bestowed on us. If they are wise, they will 
jbe great and happy. If they are of a contrary character, they 
*will be miserable. Righteousness alone can exalt them as a 
]iiatioii. 

** Reader! whoever thou art, remember this; and in thy 
^sphere, practise virtue thyself, and encourage it in others**— 

f.HENKY." 

Such is the short, plain, and modest account which Mr. 
Henry has left of this transaction. But other interesting par- 
tdculars have beea handed down by tradition, and live still in 
'the recollection of one, at least, now in life, as the reader will 
tpresently see by his own statement. 

The resolutions having been prepared in the manner \yhich 
has been mentioned, were shown by Mr. Henry to two mem« 
l>ers only, before they were offered to the house ; these were 
John Fleming, a most respectable member for the county of 
Cumberland, and George Johnston, for that of Fairfax.! 

The reader will remark that the first four resolutions, aa left 
<l>y Mr. Henry, do little more than reaffirm the principles ad- 
vanced in the address, mjemorial, and remonstrance of the 
fireeeduig yeear ; that is, they deny the right assumed by the 

* Jiidgs Tyler My* " an old Coke upon Littleton/* 

t Judge Winston, on the tuthority of Mr. ircaiy himaelf. The report of 
4he 4ey, that Mr. Johnston drew the resolutions, is certainly unfounded. Mr. 
Jlehnston, now only known from the circumstance of his haying seconded Mr. 
0eniry*s resolutions, is one of those many friends of liberty who are sIMing 
fast from the recollection of their country, and who deserve to be rescued from 
4tfblivion, by a more particnlar notice than it is in my power to bestow up«a 
ithem. Of Mr. Johnston, I can leam only, that he was a lawyer in the North- 
.em Neck, highly respectable in his profession ; a scholar, distinguished ibr 
vigour of intellect, cogency of argument, firmness of character, love of order, 
and devotion to the cause of rational liberty — in short, exsclly calculated by 
this love of the cause, and the broad and solid basis of hit nndeistaadiiig* to 
mjjbiM the wsgniflesnt atraetaro «f Heniy'a sloqaeace. 



British jxuiittnenib &nd ttsert th« exelntiTe Hglkt of the col*- 
ooy to tax itself. There is an import&nt difTer^nce, howerer,. 
between those state papers and the resolutionsi in the point of 
time and the circumstances under which they wdre brought 
forwanit for the address and other state papers were prepared- 
before the stamp-act had passed ; they do nothing more* there- 
fore, than call in question, by a course of respectful and sub- 
missive reasoning, the propriety of exercising the right, before^ 
it had been exercised ; and they are, moreover, addressed to- 
the legislature of Great Britain, by the way of preventiortt and' 
ia a strain of decent remonstrance and arguments 

But at the time when Mr. Uenry offered his resolutions^ the^ 
stamp-act had passed ; and the resolutions were intended for* 
the people of the colonies. It will also be observed, that the 
fifth resolution, as given by Mr. Henry, contains the bold as* 
sertion, that every attempt to vest the power of taxation over 
the colonies in any person or persons whatsoever, other thant 
the general assembly, had a manifest tendency to destroy Brit* 
ish, as well as American freedom ; which was asserting, in; 
tfftcif that the act which had passed was an encroachment on 
the rights and liberties of the. people, and amounted to a directi 
charge of tyranny and despotism against the British king, lords,, 
ind commons. 

It is not wonderful that even the friends of colonial righti^* 
who knew the feeble and defenceless situation of this country^ 
should be startled at a step so bold and daring. That effect 
was produced ; and the resolutions were reiHsted, not only by 
the aristocracy of the house, but by many of those who were- 
afterward distinguished among the brightest championa of 
American liberty. 

The following is Mn Jefferson's account of this tranaaclaon t 
*^ Mr. Henry moved and Mr. Johnston -seconded these reso^ 
lotions successively. They were opposed by Measrs. Ran- 
dolphy Bland, Pendleton, Wythe, and all the old members^ 
whose influence in the house had, till then, been unbroken. 
They did it, not from any question of our rightSt but on the 
ground tliat the same sentiments had beeut at their preceding* 
session, expressed in a more conciliatory form, to which the 
aniwers were not yet received. But torrents of sublime elo- 
quence from Henry, haclied by the solid reasoning of John- 
ston, prevailed. The last, however, and strongest reMilutioOt. 
was carried but by a single vote. 

'*The debate on it was most bloody. I was then but a stu-^ 
dent, and stood at the door of communication between the 
houae and the lobby (for as yet there was no gallery) during th» 
whole debate and vote; and I well resMmber that|«ftef .ikf 



numtiQifs on Ae dhriiioa were toM tnd dedaited from ^p^ chnhr 
Peyton Randolph (the attorney-general) came out at ,*««, aaor 
where I was standing, and said, as he entered the lobby : * By 
God» I would ha.ve given dOO goineat for a single vote :* for 
<ine would' have divided the lM«rae, and Robinson was in the 
chair, who he knew would have negatived the resolution. 

**Mr. Henry left town that evening; and the neitt nioa*ning, 
b«fore the meeting of the houae, ColoHel Peter Randolph, the» 
of the council, came to the hall of burgesses, and sat at the 
^erk*s table till the fcoose-bell rang, thtunbing over the vol-* 
umes of journals, to ifind a precedent fur expunging a vote of 
^e house, which, he said, had taken place while he was a mem- 
ber or clerk of the house, I do net recotied which. I stood by 
bimatthe end of tbe table, a considerable part of the time,, 
looking on, as he turned over the leaves ; but I do not recollect 
whether he found the erasure. In the meantime, some of the 
timid members, who had voted for the strongest resolutioiif. 
had become alarmed ; and as soon as the house met, a motion 
was made and carried to expunge it from the journals. 

** There being at that day but one printer, and he entirely 
"Under control of the governor, i do not know that- this reso- 
Imion ever appeared in print. I write this from memory : bui 
the impression made on me at the time was such as to fix the^ 
iacts indelibly in my mind, i suppose the original journal 
was among those destroyed by the British, or its obliterated 
ihce might 'be appealed to. And here I will state, that Burk*s 
-statemeht of Mr. Henry's consenting to withdraw two resolu- 
tions, by way of compromise with his opponents, is entirely 



erroneous." 



The manuscript journal of the day is not to be found ; whether 
it was suppressed, or casually lost, must remain a matter of 
vneertaiflty ; it disappeared, however, shortly af^er the ses- 
sion,* and therefore could not have been among the dociunent* 
destroyed by the British during the revolutionary war, as con* 
jecturod by Mr. Jeflferson. > 

In the interipsting fact of the erasnre of the fifth resolution,, 
Mr. Jefferson is supported by the distinct recollection of Mr. 
Paul Carrington, late a judge of the court of appeals of Vir« 
ginia, and the only surviving member, it is believed, of the- 
house of burgesses of seventeen hundred and sixty-five. The 
statement is also eonfirraed, if indeed further confirmation were 
necessary, by the circumstance, that instead of the five resolo* 

* **The maYitiseript jounicl m^ nissmg-ton yew bslbrs hestilitiM ^tw^» 
lbs ttto eountrieft ; thsrefors tmiU sot ktve besn ift mm yi, as yoa io pp oiti 



AenSf ii J solcninly Mco/ded by Mr. Heni7« at haTtnf pawed 
the faou«e» the juarnal of the day exhibits only the fullowing^ 
four: — 

*'Resolveclf That the first adventurers and settlers of thif- 
his majesty^s colony and dominion of Virginia, brought with 
(hem and transmitted \o their posterity, and all others his ma- 
jesty^s subjects, since inhabiting in this his majesty's said eolo- 
ny, all the liberties, privileges, franchises, and iramuDities, that- 
have at any time been held, enjoyed, and possesc^ed by the peo** 
pie of Great Britain. 

*' Resolved, That by two royal charters, granted by King. 
James I., the colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to air 
liberties, privilegos, and immunities of denizens and naturaf 
subjects to all intents and purposes, as if they bad been abiding 
and born within the realm oi^ B^ g and. 

** Resolved, That the taxation of the people, by themselves^ 
or by persons chosen by themselvea to represent them, wha 
can only know what taxes the people are able to bear, or 
tlie easiest method of raiding them; and must, themselvesr 
be affected by every tax laid on the people, is the only security 
against a burdensome taxation, and the distinguishing character- 
istic of British freedom, without which the ancient constitution 
cannot exist. 

''Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this his most 
ancient and loyal colony have, with.>ut interruption, enjoyed 
the inestimable right of being governed by such laws re- 
specting their internal polity and taxation, as are derived 
from their own consent, with the approbation of their sover- 
eign, or his substitute; and that the same hath never been 
forfeited or yielded up, but hath been constantly recognised by 
the kings and peoule of Great Britain,*^^ 

^* By these resolutions," says Mr. Jefferson, *' and his man- 

* Snch are the reivolutionfi, an they were amended and ptsaed by tbs hoas*, 
with the exception of that which was rcftciiided on the next, day ~-Jonnu)a ol 
■even teen hundred and aixty-fivef p^ge 150. Several historical mistalua hai^ 
been cotninitted in ret itictn to these resolutions. Judge Marshall, in his Ltf* 
of Washington, (vol Hd, note 4th, of the> appendix.) ^ives an erroneoiu coiy 
of them, from the book called Prior Documents ; in this, he is set ri^ht by the 
joomaU : he represents six as having been offered, and two rejected ; his au- 
thority for this, again, is the Prior Documents : but he is contradicted by Mr. 
Henry, himself, who represents five only as having been offered and pasted^ 
and Mr. Henry^s written statement accords with Xm clear and strong leeoUee* 
tion both of Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Carrington. 

Mr. Bnrk gives the same erroneous copy with Judge Marshall, and adda to 
them several mistakes of his own : he says the resolutions passed, by a large 
majority, forty only having voted asrainst them. Mr. Burk did not know the 
immber of the members, or he would have known that a vote of forty, in th» 
negative, would not have left a large majority in favour of tbe refototioos* 
fiat we have the authority of Mr. Henry himself, (aa wt }fM% Sfsn») af Alju . 
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net of flttrpporting tkem, Mr. Henry took tfM l«ad eui oC tK^ 
liandfl of those who had, theretofore, guided the proceedings 
<of the house ; thait is to say, of Pendleton, Wythe, Bland, Ran- 
Hcfolph." li was, indeed, tlie measare which raised him to the 
xenith of his glory. He had never before had a subject which 
^tirely matched his genius, and was capable of drawing oat 
all the powers of his mind, tt was remarked of him through* 
out his life, that his talents never failed to rise with the occa* 
«ion, and in proportion with the resistance whfch he had to 
encounter, The nicety of the vote, on his last resolution, 
proves that this was not a time to hold in reserve any part of 
his forces. 

It was, indeed, an Alpine passage, under circumstances even 
more unpropilious than those of Hannibal ; for he had not only 
to fight, hand to hand, the powerful party who were already in 
possession of the heights, but at the same instant to che«r and 
animate the timid band of followers, that were trembling, and 
fainting, and drawing back below him. It was an oceasien 
that ca¥]ed upon him to put forth all his strength, and he did 
put it forth, in such a manner as man never did before. 

The cords of argument witn which his adversaries frequently 
flattered themselves that they had bound him fast, became pack* 
threads in bis hands. He burst them with as much ease as the 
unshorn Samson did the bands of the PhiHslines. He seized 
the pillars of the temple, shook them terribly, and seemed to 
threaten his opponents with ruin. It Was an incessant storm 
of lightning and thunder, which struck them aghast. The faint- 
hearted gathered courage from his countenance, and cowards 
became heroes while they gazed upon his exploits. 

Jefferson, and of Mr. CarringtQn, for saying that the resolutions were carried 
by a majority of one only; on what authority Mr. Burk speaks, we are not in- 
fomied. His whole actount of Mr. Henry's proposal cm the nest day, to se- 
c«de, and of his finaliy i^iving up two resolutions, for the sake of uDanimity, i» 
contradicted again by Mr. Henry, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Carrington ; there i^ 
no such statement in the papers of the day, and the author does not conde- 
aoend to give us h'A authority. Mr. Burk'a skeleton of Mr. Henry's speechr 
on that occasion, is believed to be equally apocryphal ; the author of thes^ 
•ketches has not been able to procure a single authentic trace of that speech, 
^except the anecdote presently given in the text. 

Mr. Burk concludes his account of this aiSiir thus : *' Struck with the 
akrming tendency of these proceedings, the governor suddenly disaolved the 
aasombly," dcc-^Vol. dd, page 310. In opposition to this statement, we art 
told by Mr. Henry himself, that when he offered his rei^oliitions, the seseioa 
was near its regular close ; aud the journals prove the fuct to have been so. 
Mr. Henry left town for home on the evening of the day on which his resolu* 
Ikms wore adopted ; it was on the next day (consequently in his absence) that 
the motion to reecind was made ; and the printed journals show that day and 
the day foUowin^ to have baen ocftapied with the usual busiueas which clooee 
a. bgiel^ttvaaawiofi. 



It was In the «f$l8t of tliii nitgniieeiit dtobato, wMk )m imhi 
li^scanting' on tbe tyranny of the obnoxious tet, that fa« «■• 
«ltimed in a voice of thunder, ami with the look of a> god :^^ 
**< Cesar had his Brutus — Charles the First, Jiis €ioiiiwell»*aild 
<jeorge the Third " — (" Treason,'' cried the speaker — ** Treason, 
treason !'' echoed from ererj part of the house. It was one of 
those trying moments which is decisive of character. Henry 
faltered not for an instant ; but rising to a loftier attitude, and 
fixing on the speaker «n eye uf the most determined fire, he 
Snished his sentence with the Ermest emphasis)**-** 9iiay prQfi$ 
&y their example. If this be treaM>n, make the moat of it."** 

This was the only expression of defiance which escaped Mm 
during the debate. He was, throughout life, one of the most 
perfectly and unifonmly decorous speakers that ever took the 
floor of the house. He was respectful even to humility ; and 
the provocation must be gross indeed which would induce him 
to notice it. Yet when he did notice it, better were it for the 
man never to, have been born, than to fall into the hands of such 
an adversary. One lash from his scourge was infamy for life; 
his look of anger or contempt was almost death. 

After this debate, there was no longer a question among th^ 
body of the people, as to Mr. Henry's being the first statesman 
and orator in Virginia. Those, indeed, whose ranks he had 
scattered, and whom he had thrown into the shade, still tried 
to brand him with the names of declainier and demagogue. 
But this was obviously tho effect of envy and mortified pride. 
A mere declaimer and demagogue could never have gained, 
much less have kept for more than thirty years, that ground 
^vhich Mr. Henry held ; with a people, too, so cool, judicious, 
(irro, and virtuous, as those who achieved the American revo- 
lution. 

From the period of which we have been speaking, Mr. Hen- 
ry became the idol of the people of Virginia ; nor was his name 
tonfined to his native state. His light and heat were seen and 
felt throughout the cont'nent; and he was everywhere regarJ- 
■ed as the great champion of colonial liberty. 

The impulse thus gfiven by Virginia, was caught by the other 
colonies. Her resolutions were everywhere adopted with pro- 
gressiv-e variations. The spirit of resistance became bolder 

* I hod frequently heard the iibove anecdote of the cry of treason, hut witli 
such Taristions of the concluding wordn, that I besran to doubt whether the 
irhole might not be fiction. With a view to ascerraln the trnth, therefore, 1 
tobmitted it to Mr. Jefferson, as it had been given to mc by Jndgc Tyler, and 
this is bis answer : **T well remember the cry of treason, the "pause of Mr. 
Henry at the name of George III., and the presence of mind witii which bt 
doted his tentence, and b^ed the ehar^ voeifenited.*' Hie iiicid«ot» thtc^ 
ioie, bccMMt Aiitbtntic history. 



uid boldtr, until the whole eoniinent vat in e flttme ; 9m9hf 
the first of November, when the stamp act was, ascordiDif t<»- 
its provisions, to have taken effect, its execution httd become ul^ 
terly impracticable.'** 



CHAPTER III. 

tUpetl of the Sump-Act — Session of 1768—- Mr. Henry's Character as r 
Lawyer-^Aneedote of Major S«ott-*4ute of Feeling in the British Parlia*- 
i»ent—- Reuienitrance of the Maasoichosetts Lesislature— Obnoxious Charac- 
ter of the SoUiery stationed in America-Oolliaon of the People in New 
Ydtk with the Troops — Farther Encroachments of Parliament — Opposition- 
of Massachusetts to the new Duties — Dissolution of the Colonial Legisla- 
tures'^Appointmont of Corresponding Committees^-Notice of Mr. Canr — ' 

• Sketch of the Virginia Legislature of 1773*— Mr. Henry's Views on the* 
Issue of the Contest with Great Britain ^-Dissolution of the House of Bur- 
gesses— "Subsequent Proceedings — Delegates appointed — Mr. Henry appoint-^ 
ed a Deputy to a Congress of the Colonies.— The Congress meets at Phil- 
adelphia. 

At the ppening of the next session, the speaker announced 
the repeal of the stamp-act; and the house of burgesses, in a 
paroxysm of feeling, voted a statue to the king, and an obelisk 
to the British patriots by whose exertions the repeal had been 
elTected. But before these monuments of national gratitude 
could be executed the effervescence subsided ; and on the ninth 
of December, seventeen hundred and sixty-six, the bill which 
had been prepared for that purpose, was postponed to the first 
day of the next session ; after which, we hear of it no more. 

At the session of seventeen hundred and sixty-six, a question 
of great interest in those days, and one of real importance iof 
the colony, came on to be discussed in the house of burgesses. 
Mr. Robinson, who had so long held the joint offices of speak' 
er and treasurer, was now dead. The general fact of his de- 
linquency as treasurer was understood, although the sum wat 
not yet ascertained ; and that delinquency, whatever it might 
be, was alleged to ))ave arisen principally from loans made to 

* The chronicles of the day exhibit, in a manner very curious and intenest* 
ing» the progress of these feelings. We have slresdy ffiven a specimen of the 
drooping spirit of the Pennsylvania Gazette, on the Ikst annunciation of the 
•tamp-act ; but after Mr. Henry had touched with his match the train of 
American courage, its scintillation^ were seen« sparkling and flashing, on every 
page of this paper. Thus^ in the paper of June twentieth, seventeen hun- 
<2red and seventy-five: "We leam from the northward, that the stamp-act 
is to take effect in America on All Saints' day, the first of November next. 
In the year seventeen hundred and fifty-five, on the first of November, hap- 

Jened thatdieadful and memorable earthquake which destroyed the city ol 
tisboB.^ 
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inembers of the home of burgesses. As the speaker, although 
(lected ill the first inatance by the house, could not act until 
Approved by the governor, and, when so approved, was in office 
for seven years, re-eligtble indefinitely — and, as in the recent 
instance of Mr. Robinson, it had been discovered, that an oAc# 
10 held was too apt to generate a devoiion to the purposes of 
the British court — it was considered by the patriots in the 
house, as a measure of sound policy, to take out of the hands 
of the speaker so formidable an engine of corruption and pow-^ 
er as, this treasury of the colony.* 

A motion was therefore made to separate the office of treas- 
urer from the speaker^s chair, which was supported by Mr. 
Henry with his usual ability. An arduous struggle ensued. 
Innovations, however correct in themselves, never fail to star- 
tle those who have grown gray in a veneration for the existing 
order of things. They fancy that they see in every important 
ehange an indirect blow at the' established government, and at 
the foundations of their own property. This union of the 
speaker's cbair with the office of treasurer, was one of those 
errors in policy which time had consecrated, and it required a 
hand both steady and skilful to remove the veil and expose itM 
deformity. That hand was furnished by Mr. Henry. 

The union of boldness and decency which composed his char- 
acter, of derisive energy in tne support of his own opinions, 
and respectfnl tenderness toward those of others, fitted him pe- 
culiarly for the discharge of this duty. The house admired, oo 
this occasion, the facility with which he could adapt himself 
to any subject. . He had that foundation of strong natural sense, 
without which genius is a misfortune.; an instinctive accuracy 
ef judgment, which always proportioned his efforts to the oceS"" 
sion. He was never guilty of the ridiculous and common error 
amoniif yonnf^ members, of attempting to force the subject be- 
yond its nature — of swelling trifles into consequence, and work- 
ing ihe ocean into tempest, 

** To waft a feather, or to drown a fly." 

It k altnoat superfluous to add, that such a cause, in thm hands 
of such an advocate, did not fail of success. The motion for 
separating the two offices being carried, a committee was ap- 

* A ooirespoodent ftrroiehet the foUowinor noie on this patMffs : '* Th^m 
'WM but one clear and sound bottom on which the separation of the chair and 
the treasury was decided. The legislature made aH the levi^^s of money pay- 
-tMe into the hand^ of their speaket, over whom they had control. The only 
hM the governor had on him was, a negatiTe en hie appointmant as ppetker 
at •▼cry new election, which tmounted, conaequentfy, to a siigattve on aiia aa 
iBMsmsr, «ii4 diap^Rsdtow so fiu^^ ba Qliia^iiiians lAihsgofrsnMir.** 
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pointed to examine the accounts of the late treasurer, on^ their 
report disclosed aa enormous deficit^ exceeding a hundVed' thou- 
sand pounds. 

On the separation off the offices of speaker, and treasurer^ 
Peytoa Randolph, the attorney-general, was elected* to ttn 
chair ; and Robert C. Nicholas, an eminent lawyer and a* most 
rlrtuous man, 1k> the office of treasurer. 

After having tried his strength for several years on tHeTegfr* 
la'tive floor, against some of the hrightest champions of the Earr 
Mr. Henry came, in the year seventeen hundred and sixty- nfuBr 
to . the bar Itself of the general court. ** The profits of hi^ prac- 
tice, ifheretofore,*" says my informant. Judge Winston, •*'muBi 
hav^e heen very moderate. For about this time, he- itifbrmed 
me that he thought his property was not worth more* than (^ 
teen hundred pounds ; adding, that if he could onfy make* ft 
double that sum, he should be entirely content." 

At this bar, he entered into competition with all the first Tegal 
characters in the colony, some of whom had been educated' at 
the Temple. Mr. Pendleton and Mr. Wythe have been already 
mentioned c but, in addition to these, he had to encounter* Mr» 
John Randolph, Mr. Thompson Mason, Mr. Robert CI Nicfto* 
las, Mr. Mercer, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Jefferson ; alf of them 
masters of the learning of their profession, and all of tRemmea 
of pre-eminent abilities. 

It cannot be expected from Mr. Henry's legal preparati'onv 
that he was able to contend with these gentlemen on a mere 
question of law. He wanted that learning whose pface* no 
splendour of genius can supply to the lawyer ; and he watited' 
those habits of steady and persevering application, witHx>ttt 
which that learning is not to be acquired. It is said» nideedV 
that be was wofully deficient as a lawyer ; so little acquainted 
with the fundamental principles of his profession, and so litt1l» 
akitled in that system of artificial reasoning on which the com- 
mon law is built, as not to be able to see Uie remote bearih|g» 
of the reported cases ; asd hence, it has been said, that it hap- 
pened with him not un frequently, whenever he did attempt to 
argue m question of law, to furnish authorities destmctivB' to hia 
own cause. 

Yet he never did aud never could vanquish his averakni* to* 
the systematic study of the law. On questions turning on the 
laws of nations, and even on the maritime law, whose barsiii is 
natural reason and justice, his vigour of mind made him oeca^ 
flionally very great One of my correspondents, for exanijil'e, 
relates to me an instance of his appearing in the court oCadtaoi- 
ralty, under the regal government, tn behalf of a Spanish eap* 
uin, wbbse vestel and cargo had heen fibell«d« A genClBma% 



who WHS prMMl, «Ai wJio wie T^ry well qualified to* judgi^v 
was heard to declare, after the trial was over, tliat he aever 
heard a more eloquent or ur^rumentative speech in hi» Hie ; that 
Mr. Henry was on that occasion greatly superior to Mr* Pea- 
dleton, Mr. Mason, or any 4»ther counsel who spoke to the subr 
jeci : and that he was aatooished how Mr. Henry eould haye 
acquired such a knowledge of tlie maritime law, to* which, it 
WM beUeved, he had never before lamed his attention. 

But this special prepacatian xm a given subject, and thai sub- 
jeet» l6o, depending on the ttiberal and equitable princfpkf ol 
the inaritime law, is not. at aH ai variance with the report 0/ 
hia inefficiency, on qjieslions to be decided by the commoalair 
merely. The power of ar^guing questions, of the latter ctescrip" 
aion Xo advantage, requires -the mind, in the first place, to be: 
dcwply imbued with that Aeculiar spirit of reasoning which 
ragns throughout the whole aystem of the common law ; and*. 
Jn Ibe next, it requires a cool and clear accuracy of thinkings 
jmd an elaborate exactnese and nicety in the deduction of 
tliought, to which Mr. Henry's early and inveterate habits of 
indolence, as well as the sjabkme and excursive fervour of hfsi 
Ifeniua, were altogeiher hostile. 

li was OB questions before a Jury, that he was in his natural 
•element There, his tatimaie knowledge of human nature, and 
the rapidity a« well as justness of his inferences, from the flit- 
ting expressions of the eo«iiiteiiance, as to what waa paasing m 
^he hearts of hie iiearers^ar ailed him fully. The jury might be^ 
•composed of entire strangers, yet he rarely failed to know them,. 
man by man, before the evidence was closed. There was no* 
studied fixture of features that could long hide the charac- 
ter from his piercing and experienced view. The slightest un^ 
guarded turn of countenance, or motion of the eyev Ten him' at 
once into the soul of the man whom he was observing. 

Or, if he doubted whether his conclusions were correct,' from 
^e exhibitions of countenance during the narration of the evi* 
dence, he had a mode of playing a prelude, as it were, upon 
the jurv, in his exordium, which never failed to ••■wake into- 
life each silent string,*' and show him the whole compass aa 
well as piieh of the instrument ; and, indeed, (iif we may be- 
BeTe all the eoneurrent accounts of his exhibitions in the general 
court,) the most exquisite performer that ever '^ swept the 
sounding lyre^ had not more a sovereign mastery over its pow>« 
era, than Mr. Henry had over die springs of feeluig and thought 
ihat belong to « jury. There was a delicacy, a taste, a felicity 
in his touch, that was perfectly original^ and without a rival. ^ 

His style of address, on these occasions, is said to have re* 
senbled rery ainch that of the scriptures. It waa strongly 



«9 «tkf*k ttt* &* 



1 



mtrked frftli the same simpRdtfr, tlte stn^ «itet|y« ^ ittin^ 
pathos. He sounded no alarm ; he made no parade, to put the 
fury on their guard. It was all so natural, so humble, so un- 
iassuming, that they were carried imperfectly along, and attuned 
to his purpose, until some master-touch dissolred them into 
•tears. His language of passion was perfect There was no 
word ^ of learned length or thundering sound," to break the 
«harm. It had almost all the stillness of solitary linking. It 
was a sweet revery, a delicious trance. 

His voice, too, had a wonderful effect. Re had 'a singular 
power of infusing it into a jury, and mixing its notes with their 
Aierres, in a manner which it is impossible to describe justly; 
1>ut which produced a thrilling excitement, in the happiest con- 
cordance with his designs. No man knew so well as he did 
what kind of topics to urge to their understandings ; nor what 
Ikind of simple imagery to present to their hearts. His eye, 
which he kept rireted upon them, assisted the process of fas<« 
•cination, ana at the same time informed him what theme te> 
press, or at what instarit to retreat, if by rare accident he touch* 
•ed an onpropitious stnng. And then he had such an exuber*^ 
Ance of appropriate thoughts, of apt illustrations, of apposite 
images, and such a melodious and varied roll of the happiest 
ivords, that the hearer was never wearied by repetition, and 
•never winced from an apprehension that the intellectual treas- 
tUres of the speaker would be exhausted.* 

The defence of criminal causes was his great professional 
forte. It seems that the eighth day of the general court was • 
formerly set apart for criminal business. Mr. Henry made 

* K striiiing •sample of this witchery ol hie eloq-uence, ev«n on common 
•ubjectt, wee related by a very respectable gentlerrvan, the late Major Joseph 
Scott, the marshal of this state. This gentletnan had been summoned, at 
great inconrenience to his private affairfi^ to attend as a witness a diittaiU eoart^ 
va which Mr. Henry practised. The Gvm^ which had carried biiti thitber hav- 
iag been dbpos^ed of, he wae setting iH>t in (^eat haste to return, when iKe 
•heriff suminoned him to serve on a jury. Ttiis cause was represented aa a 
complicated and important one ; so important aa to have enlisted in it all th» 
lAost eminent meii/bers of the bar. 

He was therefore alarmed at the prospect of a H»ng detention, and made an 
ttMftvstling effort with the conrt to ffft himself dischanged irom the jury. '&» 
■^mw compelled to take his seat. When bis patience bad been nearly exhaust- 
•d by the previoua speakers, Mr. Henry rose to conclude the cause, and having 
much matter to tnnwer^ the major stated that he considered himself a prisoner 
fbr the evening, if not for the night. But, to bis surprise, Mr. Henry appear- 
ed t«» have consumed not more than fifteen minutes in the reply ; and he 
iKOUld acarcely believe his own wateh, or those of the other jurymen, wliap 
tlMy informed him that be had in reality been speakiMir upward of two iMHira. 
So powerful was the charm by which he could biiid Jie senses of bis liearen^ 
•ad make evea tfte mOat impadeak oacoiwttQut of the hpfls of time. 



S4le 01 no figure 4iurinflr the civil days of the court ; but on 
e eighth day he was the monarch of the bar. These causes 
brought him into direct collision with Mr. John Randolph, who 
tad now suceeeded Peyton as the attorney-general. 

Mr. Randolph, it has been remarked, was, in person and 
manners among the most elegant gentlemen in the colony, and 
in his profession one of tlie most splendid ornaments of the bar« 
lie was a polite scholar, as well as a profound lawyer, and his 
eloquence also was of a high order. His voice, action, style, 
were stat,ely« and uncommonly impressive ; but gigantic as he 
was in relation to other men, he was but a pigmy, when op- 
posed in a criminal trial to the arch magician, Henry. In 
ifio^e cases Mr. Henry was perfectly irresistible. He adapted 
himself, without effort, to the character of the cause : seized 
with the quickness of intuition, its defensible point, and neyer 
permitted the jury to lose sight of it. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds has said of Titian, that, by a few 
strokes of his pencil, he knew how to mark the image and 
character of whatever object he attempted ; and produced by 
this means a truer representation than any of his predecessors, 
fffho finished every hair. In like manner, Mr. Henry, by a few 
master-strokes upon the evidence, could in general stamp upon 
the <rause whatever image or character h^ pleased ; and con- 
vert it in,to tragedy or comedy, at his sovereign will, and with 
a power which no efforts of his adversary could counteract. 

He never/ wearied the jury by a dry and minute analysis of 
the evidence ; he did not expend his strength in finishing the 
hairs; he produced all his high effect by those rare master- 
touches, and by the resistless skill with which, in a very few 
words, he could mould and colour the prominent facts of a 
cause to his purpose. He had wonderful address, too, in lead- 
ing off the minds of his hearers from the contemplation of un- 
favourable points, if at any time they were too stubborn to 
yield to his power of transformation. He beguiled the hearer 
so far from them, as to diminish them by distance, and soften, ^ 
if not entirely cast into shade, their too strong natural colours. 
At this distance, too, he had a better opportunity of throwing 
vpon them a false light, by an apparently casual ray of refraction 
from other points in the evidence, whose powers no man bet- 
ter knew how to array and concentrate, in order to disguise or 
eclipse an obnoxious fact. 

It required a mind of uncommon vigilance, and most intracta- 
ble temper, to resist this charm with which he decoyed away 
his hearers ; it demanded a rapidity of penetration which is 
H^rcly, if eve^r, to be found in the jury-box, to detect the intel^ 
itiPt^ i^f gl^ b^ which he spread his nets around them ; it 
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called fo^ a stubbonkDesf and obduracy of loal wMch da 
not exist, to sit unmoved under the pictures of horror, or of 
pity which started from his canvass. 

They might resolve, if they pleased, to decide the cause 
against him, and to disregiard everything which he could urge 
in the defence of his client. But it was all in vain. Some 
feint, in an unexpected direction, threw them off their gtiard^ 
and they were gone ; some happy phrase, burning from the 
soul ; some Image fresh from Nature's mint, and bearing her 
own beautiful and genuine impress, struck them trith delight^ 
ful surprise, and melted them into conciliation ; and coneitia'^ 
tion toward Mr. Henry, was victory inevitable. In short, he 
understood the human character so perfectly ; knew so well 
all its strength and all its weaknesses, together with every path 
and by-way which winds around to the citadel of the best forti* 
fied heart and mind» ^hat he never failed to take them, either 
by stratagem or storm. Hence he was, beyond doubt, the 
ablest defender of criminals in Virginia, and will probably neveir 
be equalled again. 

It has been observed, that Mr. Heir's knowledge of the 
common law was extremely defective ; but his attendance upon 
the general court was calculated to cure that defect, in a con- 
siderable degree. All legal questions of magnitude or diffi* 
culty came before that tribunal, either originally or by appeal;: 
and he had continual opportunities of bearing them discussed 
in the ablest manner, by the brightest luminaries of the Ameri* 
can b,ar. 

His was a mind on which nothing was lost \. on which n<h 
useful seed could be cast without shooting into all the luxuri- 
ance of which its nature was susceptible. Thus improving 
every hint, and ramifying every principle which was brought 
into his view, there is reason to believe that a few years most 
have made him not only a master of the general canons of 
property, but of the modifications and exceptions of more fre« 
queqii occurrence, by ^vhich those canons are restrained and 
governed. 

In support of this conclusion, I find that in January, seven- 
teen hundred and seventy-three, Robert C. Nicholas, who had 
enjoyed the first practice at the bar, and who, by virtue of his 
^office of treasurer, was forced to relinquish that practice, eom-i^ 
mitted* by a public advertisement, his unfinished business ta 
Mr. Henry ; a step whieh a man so remarkably scrupulous ia 
•^he discharge of every moral duty would not have taken, had 
^ihere been any incompetency on the part of his substitute. 

The British ministry, however, did not permit Mr. Henry to 
irastte l^imself jn forexide exertions. The joy of the Amer* 
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ieanit on the repeal of the stainp-aet, wt8 Tery thort-liTed. 
That measure had not heen, on the part of the brilish parlia- 
ment, a voluntary sacrifice to truth and right. The ministry 
and their friends disavowed this ground ; and were forward on 
every occasion, to convince the colonies that they had nothing 
to expect, either from the clemency or the magnanimity of 
the British cabinet. 

Thus on a question of supplies for the army, in the session 
of parliament of seventeen hundred and sixty-six and seven, 
a motion was made in the house of commons, that the revenues 
arising and to arise in America, be applied to subsisting the 
troops now there, and those other regiments which it is pro* 
posed to send; in support of which, that brilliant political 
meteor, Charles Townsend, urged, among other things, " the 
propriety of more troops being sent to America^ and of their 
oeing quartered in the large towns^ 

He said, that he had a plan preparing, which he would lay be- 
fore the house, for the raising of supplies in America, That 
the legislative authority of Great Britain extended to every col- 
ony in every particular. That the distinction between internal 
and external taxes was nonsense ; and that he voted for the 
repeal of the stamp-act, not because it was not a good act, but 
because, at that time, there appeared a propriety in repealing 
it. He added, that he repeated the sentence, that the galleries 
might hear him, and after that, he did not expect to have his 
statue erected in America : in all which, Mr. Grenville joined 
him fully. This temper soon manifested itself in open acts, 
and turned the late joy of the colonies into mourning. 

Tlie first obnoxious measure was a stern demand of satisfac* 
tion from the legislatures of the colonies, for the injuries which 
had been done to the stamp-ofiicers and their adherents. The 
legislature of Massachusetts, of whom this demand was first 
made, very respectfully, and with good 'reason, questioned the 
propriety and justice of taxing the whole colony for the ex- 
cesses of a few individuals, which they had neither prompted 
nor approved ; for the sake of peace, however, and in the spirit 
of accommodation, that satisfaction was given ; but they an- 
nexed to their vote of satisfaction a grant of pardon to the 
rioters ; and, in England, according to the usual courtesy of 
that country, nothing was said of the satisfaction, while the 
pardon was treated as a most insolent and impudent usurpation 
of the royal authority. 

The next' step was that suggested by Mr. Townsend, of quar- 
tering larflre bodies of troops upon the chief towns in the col- 
onies, and demanding of the several colonial legislatures a pro* 
tision for their comfortable support and accommodation* A 
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measure more replete with exasperation could scarcely have 
been devised* The very presence of those myrmidons was an 
insult i for it was a direct reflection on the fidelity of the col- 
onists. Their object was perfectly understood : it was to curb 
the just and honourable spirit of the people ; to dragoon them 
into submission to the parliamentary claim of taxation* and 
reduce them to the condition of yassals, governed by the right 
of conquest. The rudeness of the soldiery, too, was well cal- 
culated to keep up and increase the irritation, which their pres* 
ence alone would have been sufficient to excite. 

In Boston, they were in the habit of stopping the most re* 
spectable citizens in the streets, and compelling them to answer 
insulting inquiries, or commiiiing them to confinement on their 
refusal, assigning, as the ground of their conduct, that the town 
was a garrisoned town. In New York, they provoked a con- 
test with the people, by making war upon a liberty-pole, which 
was, the first object of their earthly devotions, and which th^ 
soldiers continually destroyed or attempted to destroy, as soon 
as it could be replaced. And, as if all this insult and humil- 
iation were not enough, the colonies were to be constrainsd to 
tax themselves, to foster and cherish those instruments of their 
degradation. 

The legislature of New York, in a tone at least sufficiently 
submissive for the occasion, and on the false ground of the in- 
ability of the colony, begged to be excused from making the 
provision. For this high offence, the legislative power of thai 
colony was abolished by act of parliament, until they should 
submit to make the provision which was required : and they 
did submit. 

A body of British troops, alleged to have been driven by 
stress of weather into Boston, in the recess of the colonial 
legislature, had been provided for out of the public moneys, by 
the governor and his council. The legislature met shortly 
afterward, and remonstrated against this unconstitutional ap- 
propriation, with that Roman firmness and dignity which mark- 
ed the character of Massachusetts in every stage of the contesC 
But Governor Bernard, highly indignant at what he affected to 
consider as presumption, made such a communication upon the 
subject to the British court, as could have had,' and could have 
been designed to have, no other effect than to widen the breach, 
and inflame more highly those animosities which already re- 
quired no new aggravation. 

Tliese military preparations were well understood to be the 
harbingers of some unconstitutional act, the execution of which 
they were necessary to enforce. Why those preparations were 
restricted to the northern states, and more particularly to Mft*> 



ttchiuettsy hts never been satisfactorily explained. Then 
was no colony which resisted with more firmness and con- 
stancy the pretensions of the British parliament than that of 
Virginia ; yet no military force was thought necessary, during 
the tires of the gorernors Fauquier and Bottetourt, to keep 
down the spirit of rebellion in this colony. 

A solution of the difficulty may perhaps be found in the 
character of the differeht governors. Virginia had the good 
fortune, during this period, to be governed by enlightened and 
amiable men, who saw and did justice to the motives and meas* 
ure of resistance which was meditated ; who were both able 
and willing to distinguish between reason and force, between 
remonstrance and rebellion ; who perceived with pleasure, the 
spirit of genuine and unaffected loyalty and affection for the 
parent-country, which mingled itself with every complaint ; 
and who, in their communications to the British court, were 
disposed rather ** to extenuate,** than ** to set down aUght in 
malice.'* Whereas Bernard, the governor of Massachusetts, 
was the fit instrument and apt representative of the masters 
whom he served : for he had all their pride and unfeeling inso- 
lence, and seems to have enjoyed a kind of fiend-Uke pleas ure« 
in rendering his province hateful at home, by the most viru- 
lent misrepresentations ; and in drawing down upon her the ac- 
cumulated curses and oppressions of the parent-country.* 

These preparatory steps having been taken, an act of parlia- 
ment was passed, imposing certain duties on glass, white and 
red lead, painters' colours, tea, and paper, imported into the 
colonies. This act was to take effect on the twentieth of No- 
vember, seventeen hundred and sixty-seven ; and, to insure its 
operation, another act authorized the king to appoint a board 
of trade to reside in the colonies, and to instruct them at his 
pleasure and without limits, as to the mode of executing their 
duties under this law. A commission accordingly issued, by 
which the commissioners were armed with a power of searcn 
and seizure, at their discretion ; with authority to call for aid 
upon the naval and military establishments within the colony ; 
and with an exemption from prosecution or responsibility hc" 

* Extract of a tetter, dated London, Jane fifth, eeyenteen hundred and 
eeventy : '* The people of Enffland now curte Governor Bernard, aa bitterl^r 
aatboM of Amenca. Bernard was drove oat of the Smyrna coffee-hoaae, 
not many days since, by General Oglethorpe, who told him be was a dirty, 
ftctioas ecoandrel, and smelled cursed strong of the hangman ; that he had 
better leave the room, as nnwerthy to mix with gentlemen of character, bat 
that be weaM give him the satisfaction of following him to the door, had he 
env thing to reply. The governor left the house like a guilty coward.*'- " 
§J9mn0. O^JgeUe, Augast 80th, 1770. 

6» 
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fore any of the king* a courts^ for whatsoev^ (kty might ifir, 
hy any construction of their commission. 

Another measure which gave great offence td the coIonie$r 
was the establishment of a board of admiralty, with exteasire 
powers, supported by large salaries independent of the eolo* 
nies, yet drawn from the revenues compulsorily levied upon 
them ; and the appointment, also, of common law judges, to be 
paid by the crown out of the revenues of the colony, and to 
hold their offices during the king's pleasure. 
^ To all these outrages the legislatures of the eolouies antwer* 
ed by petitions, memorials, remonstrances, and letters, address- 
ed to the friends of colonial liberty in England ; blending, with 
(he strongest professions of loyalty, the expression of their 
hope, that those obnoxious measures would be reconsidered 
and reversed, and the colonies protected in their ancient and 
unalienable rights. In reply, they received from the kindest 
of their English friends, only exhortations to patience under 
their sufferings ; by the court-party, menaces and anathemas 
werebrandishedover their heads ; and the commissioners of the 
revenue, together with their auxiliaries, the naval and militarv 
officers andlBoldiery, continued to dutrage and insult thera, both 
in their persons and property. 

The peojple of Massachusetts, with the View of frustrating 
the new revenue-bill, entered into an association, by which 
they bound themselves not to import from Great Britain, or ote 
any of the articles taxed ; and included in the resolution every 
article of British manufacture which was not of the first and 
most indispensable necessity. The legislature of that state 
also resolved on a circular-letter to their sister-colonies, invi- 
ting their concurrence and co-operation toward procuring re- 
lief, in a constitutional way, from the grievances under which 
they were all suffering. 

This meisure having been reported by Governor Bernard, 
with his usual embellishments, to the Earl of Hilsborough, the 
British minister for the American department, that minister re- 
quired the governor to demand of the legislature an immediate 
rescission of their resolution, on pain of their being forthwith 
dissolved. They refused to rescind, and were dissolved ac- 
cordingly. The same minister also addressed a circular-letter 
to the governors of the other colonies, exhorting them to crof^ 
this correspondence and concert among the colonial legislr- 
tures in the bud, by exacting from them an assurance that the;' 
would not answer the circular of Massachusetts* They refiF 
•ed to give such assurance, and were in their turn dissolved. 

These violent measures, however, produced an effect rerV 
^ifterent from that which wae expected to floir from them. 
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The (lissolutioti of their legislatut'es swelted fhe aitalogtie bf 
their Wrongs, and ministered additional fuel to the resentments of 
ihe people. The ndn-import)ation agreement became general ; 
and, by means of committees established in the several colonies, 
its execution was guarded with a vigilance which could not be 
eluded. A breach of it was infamy, inevitable and unpardona- 
ble. Its observance was a badge of honour, by which the pa- 
triot-colonist was proud to be disiinguisl^ed. 

The piivaiion was, indeed. In many respects severe, bnt the 
Bufferers were upheld by that kind of holy fortitude which ena- 
bled the Chiistian martyrs, to smile amid the flames and to 
triumph, even in the agonies of death. Every grade of society, 
all ages, and both sexes, kindled in this sacred competition of 
patriotism. The ladies of the colonies, in the dawn, and 
throughout the whole progress of the revolution, shone with 
pre-eminent lustre in this war of fortitude and self-denial. They 
renounced, without a sigh, the use of the luxuries and even of 
the comforts to which they had been accustomed; and felt a 
nobler pride in appearing dressed in the simple productions of 
their own looms, than they had ever experienced from glitter- 
Hffin the brightest ornaments of the East. '^ 

The British court looked upon this trial of virtuous fortitude 
•rilh surly and inexorable rigour. They seemed determined 
io carry the point, at every hazard. The sufferings of their 
^wn merchants and manufacturers were forgotten, in the bar- 
oarous pleasure with which they contemplated the sufferings of 
Jie coloinists. It is not in human nature to continue long to 
return good for evil, affection for cruelty. The admiration and 
devotion of the colonies for the parent-country became gradu- 
.ally weaker. This transition of feeling is most interestingly 
^nark^d In %he chronicles of the day. The epithets, " our kind 
ijid indulgent mother," with which she was wont to be greeted, 
Vere progressively changed into " unnatural parent — cruel 
rfliepmother — proud, merciless oppressor — ^haughty, unfeeling, 
hnd unrelenting tyrant." 

' This state of feeling was aggravated by the collisions which 
.were perpetually occurring between the king's soldiery and the 
people of the towns in which they were quartered. The streets 
of New York and of Boston were the theatres of continual riots, 
ending almost invariably in blood, and not unfrequently in 
death. The newspapers of the day teem with the detail of 
scenes of this sort ; and from the effect which they produce on 
the reader at this distance of time, it is not very difficult to con' 
cidire what must have been their operation on the people of that 
iday, already goaded to madness by previous injuries. 

It hi not my purpose to record the series of measures which led 
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to the dismemberment of the British empire. Tbii if the fane-, 
iion of the historian. My businesa is only with Mr. Henry; 
and, for my purpose, nothing more is necessary than to recall 
the general character pf the contest, for the purpose of showing 
the part which he bore in it. The revolution may be truly 
said to hav^ commenced with his resolutions in seventeen hun«' 
dred and sixty-five. 

From that period not an hour of settled peace had existed 
between the two countries. It is true, that the eruption pro- 
duced by the s^mp-act had subsided with its repeal ; and the 
|>eople had resumed their ancient settlements and occupations } 
but there was no peace of the heart or of the mind. The rum- 
bling of the volcano was still audible, and the smoke of the cra- 
ter cfontinually ascended, mingled not unfrequently with those 
Hemes and masses of ignited mattei; which announced a new 
m%d more terrible explosion. 

These were *' the limes that tried the souls of men ;** and 
never, in any country or in any age, did there exist a race of 
men whose souls were better fitted to endure the trial. Pa- 
tient in suflfering; firm in adversity, calm and collected amid the 
dangers which pressed around them, cool in council, and brave 
in battle, they were worthy of the cause, and the cause was 
worthy of them. 

The house of burgesses of Virginia, which had led the oppo-^ 
sition to the stamp-act, kept their high ground during the whole 
of the ensuing contest. Mr. Henry, having removed again 
from Louisa to his native county, in the year seventeen hun« 
dred and sixty-seven or sixty-eight, continued a member of the 
public councils till the close of the revolution; and there could 
be no want of boldness in any body of which he was a member. 

The session of seventeen hundred sixty-eight or sixty-nine, 
wais marked, hy a set of resolutions so strong as to have excited 
even the amiable and popular Bottetourt to displeasure. By 
those resolutions they reasserted, in the most emphatic terms, 
the exclusive right of the colony to tax themselves in all cases 
whatever ; complained of the recent acts of parliament, as so 
many violations of the British constitution ; and remonstrated, 
vigorously, against the right of transporting the freeborn sub* 
jects of these colonies to England, to take their trial before 
prejudiced tribunals, for offences alleged to be committed in 
the colonies. 

The tradition with regard to these resolutions is, that they 
were agreed to in a committee of the whole on one day» bot 
not reported to the house, with the view of preventing tbeif 
appearance on the journal of the next day, before they could 
b4 completely passed through the forms of the house ; appr«» 
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itendiBg, froita the fate of the Massachusetts le^slatarcit that a 
itnowledge of these resolutions, on the part of the goTernor, 
unoold produce an immediate dissolution of the house. When 
the bouse rose for the evening, however, the fact of their hav« 
ing passed such resolutions was whispered to the governor ; 
and he endeavoured in vain to procure a copy of, them from the 
clerk, (Mr, Wythe.) 

On the next day, the house, foreseeing the event, met on the 
insltnt of the ringing of the bell, and with closed doors receive 
ed the report of their resolutions, considered, aJor ed, and or« 
^ered them to be entered upon their journals ; whi^ h they had 
scarcely done when they were summoned to attend he govern^ 
or, and were dissolved* '' Mr. Speaker," said he, ** and gen* 
tiemen of the house of representatives, I have heard of your 
jfitoUen, and augur ill of their effects ; you have made it my 
duty to dissolve you, and you arc accordingly dissolved/' 

But the dissolution of the house of burgesses did not change 
themiitertals of which it had. been composed. The same mem* 
hers were re-elected without a single exception, and the same 
determined spirit of resistance continued to diffuse itself from 
the legislature over the colony which they represented, and to 
animate by sympathy the neighbouring colonies. This house 
had the merit of originating that powerful engine of resistance^ 
corresponding committees between the legislatures of the dif" 
fereut polonies.* The measure was brought forward by Mr. 
Dabney Carr, a new member from the county of Louisa, in a 
committee of the whole house, on the twelfth of March, seven 
teen hundred and seventy-three ; and the resolutions, as adopts 
ed, now stood upon the journals of the day, in the following 
terms: — 

^* Whereas, the minds of his majesty's faithful subjects in this 
colony have been rhuch disturbed by various rumours and re* 
ports of proceedings, tending to deprive them of their ancteat^ 
legal, and constitutional rights ; 

*' And Ivhereas, the affairs of this colony are frequently con 
nected with those of Great Britain* as well as the neighbouring 
foloniea, which renders a communication of sentiments neces* 
*ary: in order, therefore, to remove the uneasiness, and to 
quiet the minds of the people, as well as for the other good 
purposes above mentioned :^--* 

* The state of MaisaiehtBettB is entitled to equal honour : the measures 
weie M) nearly coeval. in the two states, as to render it impossible that either 
could have borrowed it from the other. The messengers, who bore the prop- 
ositions fronn the two states, are said to have crossed each other on the way. 
TMs is Mr. Jefferson's account of it ; and Mrs. Warren, in her Very inietcst- 
iRff hiatory t>f the fevol0tidn, admitftt that the measure was original on the pati 
«£ YirgiBia. Sm the aott to pege '1 10 af htr first vaiuMa. 
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**Be it resolved, That & standini^.. committee of eorrespottd* 
enco and inquiry be appointed, to consist of eleven persons, to 
wit: the Honourable Peyton Randolph, esquire, Robert C. 
Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard H. Lee, Benjamin Harrisoni 
Edmund Pendleton, Patrick Henry, Dudley Digges, Dabney 
Carr, Archibald Gary, and Thomas Jefferson, esquires, any six 
of whom to be a committee, whose business it shall be to ob- 
tain the most early and authentic intelligence of all such acts 
and resolutions of the British parliament, or proceedings of 
administration, as may relate to or affect the British colonies ui 
America : and to keep up and maintain a correspondence aid 
communication with our sister-colonies, respecting those im« 
portant considerations ; and the result of such of their proceed* 
ings, from time to tinle, to lay before this house. 

** Resolved, That it be an instruction to the said committee, 
that they do, without delay, inform themselves particularly of 
the principles and authority on which was constituted a court 
of inquiry, said to have been lately held in Rhode Island, with 
f)owers Xo transport persons accused of offences committed ia 
America, to places beyond the seas, to be tried. 

'* The said resolutions being severally read a second tioMf 
were, upon the question severally put thereupon, agreed to by 
the house, nemive contradicente, 

*' Resolved, That the speaker of this house do transmit to 
the speakers of the different assemblies of the British colonies 
on the continent, G;opies of the said resolutions, and desire that 
they will lay them before their respective assemblies, and re* 
quest them to appoint some person or persons of their reepeet- 
ive bodies, to coqimunicate from time to time with the said 
committee.*' 

In supporting these resolutions, Mr. Carr made his dehuit 
and a noble one it is said to have been. This gentleman by 
professioa a lawyer> had recently commenced his practice at 
the same bars with Patrick Henry ; and although he hsid iml 
yet reached the meridian of life, he was considered by far the 
most formidable rival in forensic eloquence that Mr. Henry had 
«ver yet had to encounter. He had the advantage of a persoa 
at once dignified and engaging, and the manner and action of 
an accomplished gentleman. 

His education was a finished one ; his mind trained to eor* 
rect thinking ; his conceptions quick, and clear, and strong; 
lie reasoned with great cogency, and bad an imagination whiek 
enli^tened beautifully, without interrupting or diverting tM 
course of his argument. His voice was finely toned ; his feel* 
ings acute ; his style free, and rich, and various ; his devotiM 
to the cause of liberty verging on enthusiasm ; and Us spiril 
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tea ftnd undaantedi beyond the possibility of being shaken. 
With what delight the house of burgesses hailed this new 
champion, and felicitated themselves on such an accession to 
their cause, it is easy lo imagine. But what are the hopes and 
expe<itations of mortals ! 

'* Ostendent terns hunc Untam ftta, ntqus ultrt 
** Emo ttneat— '* 

In two months from the time at which this gentleman stoo4 
before the house of burgesses, in all the pride of health, and 
genius, and eloquence — he was no more : lost to his friends^ 
and to his country, and disappointed of sharing in that noble 
triumph which awaited the ilhislrious band of his compatriots/ 

Mr. Carr*s resolutions were supported successively by Mr« 
Henry* and Mr. Richard* Henry £4ee, with their usual ability* 
The reader will no doubt be gratified by a short sketch of this 
assembly, as it presented itself to a gentleman who now saw i| 
for the first time, and who looked upon it with an eye of taste 
and genius ; the writer who was then in the ardour of youths 
and a stranger in the colony, has since been distinguished by 
holding and adorning some of the highest offices of the state. 

* I eannvt withhold from the reader the following note of this trsnsictioa 
mi of the character of Mr. Carr, from on^ who kqew him well, and heard this 
kis first and last speech in the house of rSpresentatives : " I well remember 
^ pleasure expressed in the countenance and conversation of the members 
fenerally, on this debut of Mr. Carr, and the hopes they conceived, as well 
nom the talents as the patriotism it manifested. But he died within twa 
SMoths after, and in him we lost a powerful feUow4abourer. 

" His character was of a hiffh order : a spotless integrity, sound judffment, 
handsome imagination, enriched by education and readrng, quick and clear in 
his conceptions, of correct and ready elocution, impressing every hearer with 
the sincerity of the heart from which it 6owed. His firmness was inflexible in 
whatever he thought right : but when no moral principle was in the way, never 
hid man more of the milk of human kindness, of iudulffence, of softness, of 
flaasantry in conversation and conduct. The number oj his friends, and tho 
varmth of their affection, were proofs of his worth and of (heir estimate of it. 
fTo give to those now living an idea of the affliction produced by his death, in 
lbs minds of all those who knew him, I liken it to that lately felt by theoh 
Sllves on thv death of his eldest son, Peter Csrr ; so like him in all his en- 
4s»mente and moral qualities, and whose recollection can never recur withQttt 
adeep-drawa aigh from the bo^om of every one who knew him.** 

Extract from the Virginia OazcUe, of May 29, 1773. 

'On Sunday, the sixteenth of May, died, at Charlottestille, in the thirtisth 
Mr of hia age, DAbiiey Carr, esquire, sttomey at law, and member of assem- 
mf iut tho county of Louisa. This excelleot perison possessed a fine genius, 
n a benevolent heart, with a taste for all that was polite, elegant, or social ; 
tsd when occasion offered, displayed a masctiline eloquenos, and an andsoalid 
Iks ef libsfty.*' 
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^Unien I first sav Mr.^enry, vhieh WM in Ibrcht t^eii* 
teen hundred and seventy-three, he woret a peach-blossom-col- 
euped coat and a dark wi^, which tied behind, and I believe, a 
Jbag to it, as was the fashion of the day. When pointed out ti> 
me as the orator of the assembly, I looked at him with no great 
prepossession. On the opposite side of the house sat the 
graceful Pendleton, and the •harmonious Richard Henry Lee, 
whose aquiline nose, and Roman profile struck me much more 
forcibly than tnat of Mr. Henry, his irival in eloquence. The 
distance from the gallery to the chair, near, which these distin- 
guished members sat, did not permit me to have such a view ot 
their features and countenances, as to leave a strong impres- 
sion, except of Mr. Lee's, whose profile was too remarkable 
not to have beea noticed at an even greater distance. 

** I was then be^veen nineteen and twenty, had, never heard 
ia speech in public, except from the pulpit — had attached to the 
idea I had formed of an orator, all the advantages of person 
which Mr. Pendleton possessed, and even more — all the ad- 
vantages of voice which delighted me so much in the speeches 
of Mr« Lee — the fine polish of language, which that gentleman 
united with that harmonious voice, so as to make me sometimes 
fancy that I was listening to some being inspired with more 
than mortal powers of embellishment, and all the advant»gei 
of gesture which the celebrated Demosthenes considered a» the 
first, second, and' third qualifications of an oraton I discorer- 
jed neither of these qualifications in the appearance of Mr. 
Henry, or in the few remarks I heard him deliver during the 
«ession. 

** It was at this time that Mr. Dabney Carr made a motion 
for appointing a standing committee of correspondence with 
the othcfr colonies. I was not present when Mr. Henry spoke 
on this question ; but was told by some of my fellow-colle- 
gians, that he far exceeded Mr. Lee, whose speech succeeded 
the next day. Never before had I heard what I thought ora- 
tory ; and if his speech was excelled by Mr. Henry's, the lat- 
Jter must have been excellent, indeed. This was the only sub* 
ject that I recollect, which called forth the talents of the mem- 
bers during that session, and there was too much unanimity to 
have elicited all Ijie strength of any one of them." 

My correspondent had an opportunity of seeing Mr. Henry 
not long after v^ard, when speaking on a subject of the highest 
moment to the k'berties of his country, and of witnessing that 
almost supernatural transformation of appearance, which has 
.l^eep already noticed as being invariably wrought by the excite- 
ment of bis genius. We shall have his own account pf it liy- 
. apd-by ; and shall see that he no longer formed an exception W 



Ae voice of bis eonntry, in Msigninf the palm of popular elo^ 
qaence to this most rare and extraordinary favourite of nature. 

It ii not improbable, as it has been suggested, U)at thQ 
strongly-marked distinetion of ranl^s which prevailed in this 
country, and the resentment, if not envy, with which the poort 
er classes looked up to the splendour and ostentation of the 
landed aristocracy, hi^d a considerable agency in inflaming Mr* 
Henry's hostility to the British court. He probably regard^ 
tki ubtJDistf ndbles of Virginia as a sort of spurious emanation 
from the royal itftoekf connected them in hitf res0&tmeat«,'aQ4 
trtasferved from tb^ 0ffect to the cause, th0 Ufftt stream- of 
his indignatioB, 

He kid a rooted aversion and even abhorrence to everything 
in the 9hape of pride, cruelty, and tyr»Qny ; and could not tolr 
elite tbit social ineqiiality Irom which 4iey proceeded* and bjr 
which thef werk nourished* The priiiciple which he aeema io 
have brought with him into the worlds and which certaiidir 
formed the guides of all his public actions, was, that the whole 
human race ilras oQe family, equal in their rights, and their 
birthright liberty. 

The elements of his character were most happily mingled 
for the great struggle which was now coming on. His views 
were not less steady than they were bold. His vision pierced 
deeply into futurity ; and long before a whisper of independ^r 
ence had been heard in this land, he had looked through the 
whole of the approaching contest, and saiv, with the eye and 
the rapture of a prophet, his country sainted aloft ameng the 
nations of the earth. 

A striking proof of this prescience, is given in an anecdole 
communicated to me by Mr. Pope. These are his words :— - 
**I am informed by Colonel John Overton, that before one drop 
of blood was shed in our contest with Great Britain, he was at 
Colonel Samuel Overton's, in company with Mr. Henry, Col- 
onel Morris, John Hawkins, and Colonel Bamuel Overton, 
when the last-mentioned gentleman asked Mr. Henry, ' whether 
he supposed Great Britain would drive her colonies to extrem- 
ities : — ^And if she shoidd, what he thought would be the issue 
of tbe war.* 

** When Mr. Henry, after looking round to see who were 
present, expressed himself cpnfidentiaUy to the company in 
the following manner:*— * She mil drive us to extremities-HHO 
accommodaROtt vrUl take place — ^hostilities will soon com- 
mence — and a desperate and bloody touch it will be/-—* But,' 
said Colonel Samuel Overton, 'do you think, Mr. Henry, that 
M inftAt nation as we are, without di8cipline« arms, ammuni- 
Iteii, ships of war, or money to procure them-«4o y^o^biiifc it 
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poisible, thus circumstanced, to oppose successfully the fieelt 
and armies of Great Britain V 

** ^I will be candid with you,' replied Mr. Henry* ^ I doubt 
whether we shall be able, alone, to cope with so powerful a 
nation. But,' continued he, (rising from his chair, with great 
animation,) ^ where is France ? Where is Spain ? Where is 
Holland ? the natural enemies of Great Britain. — Where will 
they be all this while? Do you suppose they will stand by, 
idle and indifferent spectators to the contest? Witt Loiis 
XYL be asleep all this time ? Beliere me, no I 

• ** * When Louis XYL shall be satisfied by our seHons op^ 
sition, and our Declaration of Independence^ that all prospect 
of a reconciliation is gone, then, and not till then, will he fur- 
nish us with arms, ammunition, and clothing; and not with 
these only, but he will send his fleets and armies to fight our 
battles for us ; he will form with us a treaty ofienai?^ and de* 
fonsire, against our unnatural mother. Spain and Holland 
will join the confederation ! Our independence will be eatah. 
lished ! and we shaU take our stand among the natiooa of the 
earth !' " 

Here he ceased ; and Colonel John Overton says, he shall 
never forget the voice and prophetic manner with which these 
predictions were uttered, and which have been since so literally 
verified. Colonel Overton says at the word iiidependence^ the 
company appeared to be startled ; for they had never heard 
anything of the kind before even suggested. 

It was anticipated, that the establishment of corresponding 
committees would lead eventually to a congress of the colo- 
nies, and that measure was brought about by the following 
circumstances : — 

The people of Boston having thrown into the sea a vestel 
load of tea, which was attempted to be forced upon them, were 
punished by an act of parliament, which shut up their port, 
from and after the first day of June, seventeen hundred and 
aeventy-four. The house of burgesses of Yirginia being in 
session when this act arrived, passed an order which stands 
upon their journal in the following terms :— 

*« Tuesday, the 24<A of May, 14 Geo. ///. 1T74. 

" This house, being deeply impressed with apprehension of 
the great dangers to be derived to British America, fromt Ike 
hostile invasion of the city of Boston, in our sister-colony of 
the Massachusetts bay, whose commerce and harbour are, on 
the first day of June next, to be stopped by an armed Ibree, 
deem it highly necessary that the said first day of June next 
]>e fet apart, by the members of this house, as a d%y of fiuBting i 
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iiuBiiKalion, %nA prayer, devoutly to implore the Divine inter- 
^•ttion for averting the heavy calamity which threatens de> 
etruction to our civil rights, and the evils of civil war ; to give 
OS one heart and one mind, firmly to oppose, hy all just and 
|)roper means, every injury to American rights ; and that the 
minds of his majesty and his parliament may be inspired from 
above with wisdom, moderation, and justice, to remove from 
the loyal people of America all cause of danger from a contin- 
«6d pursuit of measures pregnant with their ruin. 

" Ordered^ therefore, That the members of this house do 
attend in their places, at the hour of ten in the forenoon, on the 
said first day of June next, in order to proceed with the speaker 
and the mace to the church in this city, for the purpose afore- 
said ; and that ^he Reverend Mr. Price be appointed to read 
pmyer^ and to preach a sermon suitable to the occasion." 

In consequence of this order, Governor Dunmore, on the 
loHowtng day, dissolved the house, with this speech : — ** Mr. 
^Speaker, and gentlemen of the house of burgesses : I have in 
my hand a paper published by order of your house, conceived 
in such terms as reflect highly upon his majesty and the par- 
liament of Great Britain, which makes it necessary to dissolve 
you, and you are dissolved accordingly.*' 

The members immediately withdrew to the Raleigh tavem^ 
where they formed themselves into a committee to consider of 
4he most expedient and necessary measures to guard against 
the encroachments which so glaringly threatened them ; and im- 
mediately adopted the following spirited association :•— 

'* An association signed by eighty-nine members of the late 
house of burgesses. W#, his majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, die late representatives of the good people of thitt 
country, having been deprived, by the sudden interposition of 
the executive part of this government, from giving our coun- 
trymen the advice we wished to convey to them, in a legisla- 
tive capacity, find ourselves under the hard necessity of adopt- 
ing this, the only method we have left, of pointing out to 6ur 
countrymen such measures as, in our opinion, are best fitted 
to secure our dear rights^ and liberty from destruction, by the 
heavy hand of power now lifted against North America. 

'* With much grief we find, that our dutiful applications to 
Great Britain for the security of our just, ancient, and consti- 
tutional rf^ts, have been not only disregarded, but that a de- 
termined system is formed and pressed,*for reducing the inhab- 
itants of British America to slavery, by subjecting them to the 
payment of taxes imposed without the consent of the people or 
their representatives ; and that, in pursuit of this system, we 
find an act of British parliament, lately passed for stoppinfr the 
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htrboiir and cditinieree of the town of Qosioni in oui* MBter^oh 
-^ny of Massachusetts hay, until the people Uiere submit to 
liie payment of stieh unconstitutional taxes ; and lirhich aet 
most violently and arbitrarily det^rives them of thelf property, 
ia wharves erected by private persons, at their owtl great and 
proper expense ; which act is^ in our opinion^ a most danger^ 
ous attempt to destroy the ^onstittiliQnal liberty and rights of 
aU North Amert<Sa. 

** It Is further oUr opinion, that its tea, on its impoi^tioa into 
America, is charged with a duty imposed by;parlitiroent; for 
the purpose of raising a revenue without* th^^ consent of the 
people, it'Otight not to be used by liny person who wishes well 
to the GOttstitutiotial ri^ts and liberties of British America^ 
And whereas the India company have ungenerously attempted 
the tuin of Ameriea, by sending many ships loaded with tea 
into the colonies, thereby intending to fix a precedent in fannonr 
of arbittary taxation, we deem it highly proper and do a'eeord^ 
ingly teeommend it strongly to our coantrymeuf not to p«r« 
CMse or use any kind of East India commodity whatsoever^ 
axeept saltpetre and spices, until the grievances of America ar« 
redressed, 

** We are further dearly of opinion, that an attack made oA 
oae of oUr sister-colonies, to compel submissioil to arbitrary 
taxes^ is an attack made on all British America, and threaten^ 
ruin to the rights of all, unless the united wisdom of the whol« 
be applied- And for this purposB it is recoftimMded to the 
committee of correspondence^ that they communicate with tkeit 
seterai cortesponding committees^ on the expediency of ap* 
pointing deputies from the several ^lonies of Briti^ Amer* 
ica, to meet in general congress^ at such plaee^ annually f as 
$haU he thought most convenient ; there to deliberate on those 
general measures which the itnited interests of America Tnay 
from time to time require, 

" A tender regard for the intetests of our felloW'-subjects, the 
iaerchants and manufacturers of Great Britaiti, prevents us 
from going further at this titne ; most earnestly hoping that 
the unconstitiltional principle of taxing the colonies withont 
their consent will not be petsisted in, thereby to compel us 
against otr will, to avoid all commercial intercourse with Brit* 
bm. Wishing them and our people free and hqybpy, we are 
their affectionate friends, the late representatives dL^iTilrginia. 

«* the Vfth ddy of May, 17*4." 

1*0 give effect to the reoomtnendation of a congress on the 
f^rt of this colony, delegates were shortly after elected by thtf 
Several counties to meet in l^illiattisburgh On the first of An* 
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filit foHowteg^ to e«Mickr furtbeir of the stale of public aflbiri^ 
«ad more pRrtieultrljr^ to appoint deputies to the general con- 
gest which was to be conveaed at Philadelphia, on the fifth 
of September following. The clear, fim^ and animated instrae^ 
tioiui|[iTen by the people of the several counties to their dele- 
gates, evince Uie thorough knowledge of the great parliamentarj^ 
question which now pervaded the country, and the determined 
f^rit oC the colonists to resist the claim of British taxation. 

The following are the Instructions from the county of Han» 
ovetr--- 
*' 7b John Sifme Wftd Patrick Henry, Juru, Esquires* 

^^GsNTLEMEN, Yott havc our thanks for your patriotic, faith'^ 
ful, and spirited conduct, in the part you acted in the late 
assembly, as our burgesses, and as we are greatly alarmed at 
(he proceedings of the British parliament respecting the town 
of Boston, and the province of Massachusetts bay ; and as we 
understand a meeting of delegatee from all the counties in this 
colony is appointed to be in Williamsburgh on the first day of 
next month, to deliberate on our public affairs, we do hereby 
appoint you, gentlemen, our delegates; and we do request you» 
then and there, to meet, consult, and advise, touching such 
matters as arO' most likely to effect our deliverance from the 
evils with which our country is threatened. 

** The importance of those things which will offer themselves 
for your deliberation is. exceedingly great ; and when it is con- 
sidered that the effect of the measures you may adopt will 
reach our latest posterity, you will excuse us for giving you 
our seutiments, and pointing <Ait some particulars, proper for 
that plan of conduct we wish you to observe. 

** We are freemen ; we have a right to be so ; and to enjoy all 
the privileges and immunities of our fellow-subjects in Eng-* 
land ; and while we retain a just sense of that freedom, and 
those rights and privileges necessary for its safety and secv- 
rity, we shall never give up the right of taxation. Let it suf- 
fice to say, once for all, we will never he taxed hut hy our own 
Tepreaentatives ; this is the great hadge of freedom, and British 
Anaerica hath hitherto been distinguished by it ; and when we 
see the British parliament trampling upon that right, and acting 
ivith determined resolution to destroy it, we would wish to see 
the united wisdom and fortitude of America collected for its 
defence. 

**The sphere of life in which we move hath not afforded us 
Jights sufficient to determine witii certainty, eonceming those 
ahings from which the troubles at Boston onginated. Whether 
the people there were warranted by justice, when they destroy* 
•d the tea, we know not; but this we know, Aat the parlia* 
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HiMt hj their proMedings, hare rafttile us illd Itll K 0htl- AiMfh 
l<m ptrties in the present dispotoi »nd deeplf interested in tki 
isfejfii of it ; insomuch that if our eister-coiony of MMsadni* 
setts bay is enslaved, toe caniiot long remain free. 

**Oilr minds are filled with anxiety when we* view the friendly 
l^egard of our parent state turned into enmi^ ; and those pow- 
tn of government formerly exerted lor our aid and proteetion* 
formed intb dlingerous efforts for oUr destruetion* We read 
bur intended doom in the Boston port-bill, in that for altering 
the mode of trial in criminal cases, arid, finally, in the bill for 
altering the form of government in the Massaehusetle bay. 
l^hese several acts are replete with injustice and oppression, 
^ttd strongly expressive of the future poKey of Britain toward 
'idl her colonies ; if a full and uncontrolled operation is given 
io this detestable system in its earlier stages, it will probably 
he fixed Upon us for ever. 

**Let it, therefore, be your great object to obtain a speedy 
HpeiEl of those acts ; and for this purpose we recommend the 
adoption of such measures as may produce the hearty union 
Of all our countrymen and sister-colonies. Unitbp we st akHv 

i»lTIDXD IVB FALL. 

**To attain this wished-for union, we declare onr readiness to 
fi&crifice any lesser interest arising from a soil, cHmate, situa- 
tion, or pi^oductions peculiar to us. We judge it conducive to 
the interests of America, that a general congress of deputies 
'from all the colonies be held, in order to form a plan for guard- 
-tng the claim of the ColonistB, and their constitntioaal rights, 
from future encroachitoent, and for the speedy relief of our snf* 
fering brethren at Boston. 

"For the present, \Ve think it proper to form a general asso- 
liiiation against the purchase of all articles of goods imported 
from -Great Britain, except negroes' cloths, salt, saltpetre, pow^ 
der, lead, utensils and implements for handy-craflsmen and 
tesnU&cturers, which cannot be had in America ; books, pa- 
per, -and the like necessaries ; and not to purchase any goods 
or merchandise that sliaU be imported from Great Britain, after 
a certain dAy that ibay be agreed on for that purpose by tiie 
said general meeting of deputies at Williamsburgh, except the 
sirticles afo^^said^ or stieh as shall be allowed to be imported 
by the said meetinj^ ; aild that we will enconlnge the nuurafii&> 
tures of America by every means in our power. 

"A regard to justice rhindere us at this time from withholding 
trar exports \ nothilig but the direet necessity' shall induce us 
to adopt thUt proceeding, which we shaU strive to avoid as long 
to possible. The African trade for idaves we tfdUslder as ^mest 
Hangerovn US Ihe virtue and welfare of 'this codbtry ; we diere* 



^Hre most eameflUy wish to see U totally discouraged. A steady 
loyalty to the. kings of Eoglabd has ever distinguished our 
touatiry; the present state of things here, as well as the many 
instances of it to be found iji our history, leave no room to 
dattbt it, 

^^ 6pd grant that We may never see the time when that loy- 
aUy shall be fouhd incoknpatible with the rights of freemen. 
Our moet ardent desire is, that we and our latest posterity may 
continue to live under the genuine, unaltered constitution of 
England, and be subjects, in the trUe spirit of that constitution, 
to his majesty^ and his illustrious house; and may the wretches 
who affirm that we desire the contrary, feel the punishment 
due to falsehood and villany. 

" While prudence and moderation shall guide your councils, 
we trust, gentlemen, that firmness, resolution, and zeal, will ani- 
mate you in the glorious struggle. The arm of power, which 
is now stretched forth against us, is indeed formidable ; but we 
do not despair. Qur cause is good ; and if it is served with 
constancy and fidelity, it cannot fail of success. We promise 
you our best support^ and we will heartily join in such meas- 
ures as a majority of our countrymen shall adopt for securing 
the public liberXy. 

** Resolved, That the above address be transmitted to the 
printers to be published in the gazettes. 

"William Pollard, Clerk." 

On the first of August, accordingly, the first convention of 
Virginia delegates assembled in Williamsburgh ; and gave a 
new proof of the invincible energy by which they were actua- 
ted, in a series of resolutions, whereby they pledged themselves 
to make common cause with the people of Boston in every ex- 
tremity, and broke off all commercial connexion with the 
mother-country, until the grievances of which they complained 
ihould be redressed. By their last resolution they empowered 
their moderator, Mr. Peyton Randolph, or in case of his death, 
Robert C. Nicholas, esquire, on any future occasion that might 
in his opinion require it, to convene the several delegates of the 
colony, at such time and place as he might judge proper. 

They then appointed as deputies to congress on the part of 
this colony, Messrs. Peyton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, 
George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard piand, Benjamin 
Harrison, and Edmund Pendleton, and furnished them with the 
following firm imd spirited letter of instructions : — 
^Instructions for the Deputies appoijUed to meet in General 
Congress^ dti the part of the Colony of Virginia. 

^Tbe umiappy disputes between Great Britain and her Amer- 
kan teloniesy Which began about the third year of the reign o^ 
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hb present majesty, and since continually increasing, hare pro' . 
ceeded to lengths so dangerous and alarming, as to excite just 
apprehensions iti the minds of his majesty's faithful subjects of 
the colony, that they are in danger of being deprived of their 
natural, ancient, constitutional, and chartered rights, hare com 
pelled them to take the same into their moft serious consider 
ation ; and being deprived of their usual and accustomed mod^ 
of making known their grievances, have appointed us their rep- 
resentatives, to consider what is proper to be done in this dan- 
gerous crisis of American affairs. 

**It being our opinion that the united vrisdom of North Amer* 
tea should be collected in a general congress of all the colonies, 
we have appointed the Honourable Peyton Randolph, Richard 
Henry Lee, George Washington, Patrick Henry, Richard 
Bland, Benjamin Harrison, and Edtnund Pendleton, esquires, 
deputies to represent this colony in the said congress, to be 
held at Philadelphia on the first Monday in September next* 

'*And that they may be the better informed of our sentiments 
touching the conduct we wish them to observe on this impor-^ 
tant occasion, we desire that they will express, in the first 
place, our faith and true allegiance to his majesty. King George 
in., our lawful and rightful sovereign ; and that we are deter- 
mined, with our lives and fortunes, to support him in the legal 
exercise of all his just rights fend prerogatives. And, however 
misrepresented, we sincerely approve of a constitutional con- 
nexion with Great Britain, and wish most ardently a return of 
that intercourse of affection and commercial connexion that 
formerly united both countries ; which can only be effected by 
a removal of those causes of discontent which have of late un- 
happily divided us. 

*' It cannot admit of a doubt, but that British subjects In 
America are entitled to the same rights and privileges as their 
fellow-subjects possess in Britain ; and, therefore, that the pow- 
er assumed by ihe British parliament to bind America by their 
statutes, in all cases whatsoever, is unconstitutional and the 
source of these unhappy differences. 

" The end of government would be defeated, by the British 
parliament exercising a power over the lives, the property, and 
the ]i1;)erty of American subjects, who are not, and from their 
local circumstances cannot, be there represented. Of this na- 
ture we consider the several acts of parliament for raising a 
revenue in America, for extending the jurisdiction of the courts 
of admiralty, for seizing American subjects, and transporting 
them to Britain, to be tried for crimes committed in America, 
and the several late oppressive acts respecting the town of Aot* 
ton, and province of MDassachusetts bay. 
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^* Th« origiDal coastitaUoh of the American colonies, posses- 
sing their assemblies with the sole right of directing their inter- 
nal polity) it is absolutely destructive of the end of their in- 
stitution, that their legisliitures should be suspended, or pre- 
ireatedv by hasty dissolutions, from exercising their legislative 
powers. 

'* Wantiof the protection of Britain, we have long acquiesced 
in their acts of navigation, restrictive of our commerce, which 
we consider as an ample recompense for such protection ; but 
as thoee acts derive their efficacy from that foiitidation alone, 
we have rcaaon to expect they will be resU'ained, so as to pro- 
duce the reasonable purposes of Britain) and not be injurious 
to us. 

*' To obtain redress of these grievances^ without which the 
people of America cAn neither be safe, free^ nor happy, they 
are willing to undergo the great inconvenience that will be de« 
rived to them, from stopping all imports whatsoever from Great 
Britain« after the first day of November next, and also, to cease 
exporting any commodity whatsoever to the same place, after 
ibe tenth day. of August, seventeen hundred and seventy-five. 

'* The earnest desire we have to make as quick find full pay- 
ment as possible of our debts to Great Britain, and to avoid the 
heavy injury that would arise to this country from an earlier 
adoption of the non-exportation plan, after the people have al- 
ready applied so much of their labour to the perfecting of the 
present crop, by which means they have been prevented from 

fmrsutng other methods of clothing and supporting their fami** 
ie8,,have rendered it necessary to restrain you in this article 
of non-exportation ; but it is our desire that you cordially co- 
operate with our sister-colonies in general congress, in such 
other just and proper methods as they, or the majority shall 
deem necessary for the accomplishment of these valuable 
ends. 

^* The proclamation issued by General Ga^e, in the govern^ 
ment of the province of the Massachusetts oay, declaring it 
treason for the inhabitants of that province to assemble them- 
aelves to consider of their grievances, and form associations for 
their common conduct on the occasion, and requiring the civil 
magistrates and officers to apprehend all such persons to be 
tried for their supposed offences, is the most alarming process 
that eVer appeared in a British government ; the said General 
Giage has thereby assumed and taken Upon himself powers 
deftied by the constitution to our legal Sovereign ; he not hav 
ing condescended to disclose by what authority he exercises 
such extensive and unheard-of powers, we are at a loss to de« 
termine whether he intends to justify himself as the represent* 
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Btive of the king, or as the commander-in-chief of his majesty's 
forces in America. 

''If he considers himself as acting* in the character of his 
majesty's representative, we would remind him that the statute 
25th, Edward III., has expressed and defined all treasonable 
offences, and the legislature of Great Britain hath declared that 
no offence shall be construed to be treason, but such as is point- 
ed out by that statute ; and that this was dohe to take oat oC 
the hands of tyrannical kin^s, and of weak and Wicked minis- 
ters, that deadly weapon which constructive treason hath fnr^ 
nished them with, and which had' drawn the blood of the foeet 
and honestest men in the kingdom ; and that the kitig of Great 
Britain hath no right by his proclamation to subject his people 
to imprisonment, pains, and penalties. 

"That if the said General Gage conceives he is empowered 
to act in this manner, as the commander-in-chief of his majesty'f 
forces in America, this odious anj illegal proclamation jomst . 
be considered as a plain and full declaration that this despotic \ 
viceroy will be bound by no law, nor regard the constitutional 
rights of his majesty's subjects, whenever they interfere with 
the plan he has formed for oppressing the good people of Mas- 
sachusetts bay ; and, therefore, that the executing, or attempt- 
ing to execute, such proclamation, will justify resistance and ^ 
reprisal." 

Oh the fourth of September, seventeen hundred and seventy* 
four, that venerable body, the old continental congress of the 
United States, (toward whom every American heart will bow 
with pious homage, while the name of liberty shall be dear in 
our land,) met for thei first time at Carpenter's Hall, in the city 
of Philadelphia. Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, was chosen 
president, and the house was organized for business with aH 
the solemnities of a regular legislature.* 

The most eminent men of the various colonies were now, 
for the first time, brought together. They were known to each 
other by fame ; but they were personally strangers. The 

* Sallust, in his second oration to G. Cesar, De Hepubliea Ordmamdt^ 
gives a short and animated picture of their Roman ancestors which, with tbs 
change of a single word, {likertate fox imperiot) describes so happily oar okl 
continental congress, that I am sare I shall gratify the classic reader by its 
insertion. 

"Itaque, mtijores nostri, cum bellis asperimis premerentut, equis, ▼iris, 
pecunia amissa, liunquam defessi sunt armati de Hoertate contendere. Non 
mopia srarii, non vis hostium, non adv«isa res, ingentem eorum ^ninr^m 
subegit: quem, que virtute ceperant, simul cum %nima retinerent. Atqua 
ea, magis fortibus consiliis, quam bonis preliis, patrata sunt. Quippe apud 
iltos, una respublica erat ; ei consnlebant; factio, contra hostes parabatur; 
torpus atque mgenium, patris, non sue, quisque petentia» exereitabat.** 
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iDeetin; was awfully solemn* The object which had called 
them together was of incalculable magnitude. The liberties of 
BO less than three millions of people, with that of all their pos- 
terity, were staked on the wisdom and energy of their couucils. 
No wonder, then, at the long and deep silence which is said lo 
hare followed upon their organization; at the anxiety with 
which the members looked around upon each other ; and the 
reluctance which every individual felt to open a business so 
fearfully momentous. 

In the midst of this deep and deathlike silence, and just 
when it was beginning to become painfully embarrassing, Mr. 
Henry arose slowly, as if borne down by the weight oif the 
suiiject AfVer faltering, according to his habit, through a most 
impressive exordium, in which he merely echoed back the con- 
sciousness of every other heart, in deploring his inability to do 
justice to the occasioa, be launched gradually into a reeita) of 
the colonial wrongs. Risiag, as he advanced* with the gran- 
deur of his subject, and glowing at length with all the ma^sty 

I and expectation of the occasion, his speech seemed more than 

* that of mortal man. 

Even those who had heard him in all his glory, in the house 
of burgesses of Virginia, were astonished at the manner in 
which his talents seemed to swell and expand themselves, to 
fill the vaster theatre in which he was now placed. There was 
no rant — no rhapsody — no labour of the understanding— no 

': tftraining of the voice — no confusion of the utterance. His 
countenance was erect — his eye, steady^— his action, nobl^^ 
his enunciation, clear and firm — his mind poised on ita centre-^ 
his views of his subject comfNrehehsive and great — ^and his 
ioMtgination coruscating with a magnificence and a variety, 
which struck even that assembly with amazement and awe. 
He sat do¥m amid murmurs of astonishment and applause \ and 
as he had been before proclaimed the greatest orator of Yir- 
ginia, he was now, on every hand, admitted to be the first ora- 
tor of America. 
He was followed by Mr. Richard Henry Lee, who charmed 

I the house with a different kind of eloquence — chaste — chts- 
sieal — beautiful — ^his polished periods rolling along without ef 
fort, filling the ear with the most bewitching harmony, and de- 
lighting the mind with the most exquisite imagery. The cul- 
tivated graces of Mr. Lee's rhetoric received and at the same 
time reflected beauty, by their contrast with the wild and grand 
eiiiisions of Mr. Henry. Just as those noble monuments of 
art which lie scattered through the celebrated landscape of 
Naples, at once adorn, and are in their turn adorned by the sur- 
rounding majesty of Nature, j 
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Two models of eloquence, each so perfect in its kindy and so 
£nely contrasted, could not but fill the house with the highest 
admiration ; and as Mr. Henry had beforie been ^oaonneed ikm 
Demosthenes, it was conceded on every hand, that Mr» hem 
was the Cicero, of America* 






. CHAPTER IV. 

Proceedings of the Congress — Mr. Henry's early Opmioa of Wa8hii|gtai»*-t 
Meeting of Delegates in Richmond — Mr. Henry's Hesolutioos fos anning 
the Militia — Speech oa that Occasion — ^Resolutions Adopted. 

It is due, howerer, to historic truth to record, that th6 so* 
perior powers of these great men were manifested only ill <le« 
bate. On the floor of the house, and during the first dayn of 
the session, while general grievances were the topic, they took 
the undisputed lead in the assembly, and were confessedly, 
privti inter pares* But when called down from the heights ot 
declamation, to that severer test of intellectual excellence, the 
details of business^ they found themselves in ^ body of cool- 
headed, reflecting, and most able men, by whom ^ey were, in 
their turn, completely thrown into the shade. 

A petition to the king, an address to the people of Great 
Britain, and a memorial to the people of British America, were 
agreed to be drawn. Mr. Lee, Mr. Henry, and others, were 
appointed for the first ; Mr. Lee, Mr. Livingston, and Mr. Jay, 
far the two last. The splendour of their debut occasioned Ifr. 
Henry to be designated by his committee, to draw the petition 
to the king, with whichnthey were charged ; and Mr. Lioe was 
charged with the addre^l^ to the people of England. 

The last was first r/^orted. On reading it, great disappoint- 
ment was expressed in every countenance, and a dead silence 
ensued for some minutes. At length, it was laid on the table, 
for perusal and consideration, till the next day : when first one 
member and then another arose, and paying some faint com- 
pliment to the composition, 4$bserved tiiAJf there were still cer- 
tain considerations not eicprie^sed, wMch should properly find 
H place in it The address wasj therefore, committed for 
amendment; and one prepared bv/Mr. Jay, and ofiered by 
Governor Livingston, was reporfea and adopted, with scarcely 
ian alteration* 

These facts are stated by a gentleman to whom they were 
Aommunicatsd by Mr, Pendletou and Mi, Harrison, of the ¥ir 
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gkia delegation, (except that Mr. Harrison erroneonsly a$^ 
cribed the draught to Governor Livingston,) and to whom they 
wqre afterward confirmed bv Governor Livingston himself. 
Mr. Henry's draught of a petition to the king was equally un- 
successful, and was recommitted for amendment. Mr. John 
Dickinson (the author of the Farmer's Letters) was added to 
the committee^ and a new draught, prepared by him, was 
adopted.* k 

This is one of the incidents in the life of Mr. Henry to 
which an allusion was made In a former page, when it was ob- 
served, that notwithstanding the wonderful gifts which he had 
derived from nature, he lived himself to deplore his early n^- 
lect oi literature. But for this neglect, that imperishable 
trophy won by the pen of Mr. John Dickinson would hare 
been his ; and the fame of his genius, instead of Fasting on 
4jaditioa, or the short-lived report of his present biographer, 
would hav€ flourished on the immortal pag« of the American 
history* 

It is a triie remark, that the t»)enis for speaking and for 
wfiting eminently are very rarely found united in the same ind^ 
iridual ; and the rarity of the occurrence has fed to an opinion, 
thai those talents depend on oenstitutions of mind so widely 
different, as to render their unioti almost wholly nnuttainable. 
This was not the opinion, however, it is believed, at Athena 
and at Rome : it cannot, I apprehend, be the opinion eidier in 
the united kingdom of Great Britain. 

There have been, indeed, in these countries distmguished 
orators, who have not left behind them any proofs of their emi- 
nence in composition ; but neither have they left behind them 
any proofs of their failure in this respect ; so that the ,con«hi* 
sion of their incompetency is rather assumed than established. 
On the other hand, there have been in all those countries, too 
many illustrious examples of the union of those talents, to jus- 
tify the belief of their incongruity by any general law of nature. 
That there have been many eminent writers who, from phys- 
ical defects, could never have become orators, is very certain : 
but is the converse of the proposition equally true ? Was there 
ever an eminent orator who might not, by proper discipline, 

* The late Governor Tyler, a warm friend of Mr. Heiupy, used to relate an 
«necdote in atrict accordance with thia atatement : it waa, that after these two 
gentlemen had made their first speeches, Mr. Chase, a delegate from Maryland, 
walked serosa the house to. the seat of his coUeagne^ and said to him, in an 
under veice : " We might as well go home ; we are not able to legislate with 
these men.'' But that after the house came to descend to details, the same 
Mr. Chase was heard to remark : " Well, after all, I find these aie bat laen- - 
and ia aam aattan of biudneia, hU very aamm awa." 

8 
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have become, also, a very eminent writer? What are the 
essential qualities of the orator ? Are they not judgment, in- 
Tention, imagination, 8ensil>ility, taste, and expression, or the 
command of strong and appropriate language? 

If these be the qualities of the orator, it is very easy to un- 
derstand how they may be improved by the discipline of the 
closet ;* but not so easy to comprehend how they can possibly 
be injured by it. Is there any ganger that this discipline wiu 
tame jtoo much the iiery spirit, the enchanting wild^ess, and 
magnificent irregularity of the orator's genius ? The example 
of Demosthenes alone is a sufficient answer to this question ; 
and the reader will, at once, recall numerous other examples, 
corroborative of the same truth, both in ancient and modem 
times. 

The truth seems to be, that this rare union of talents resohs, 
not from any incongruity in their nature, bnt from defective edu- 
cation, taking this word in its larger, Roman sense. If the 
genius of the orator has been properly trained in his yotlth to 
both pursuits, instead of being injured, it will, I appr^end, be 
found to derive additional grace, beauty, and even sublinoityy 
from the discipline. His flights will be at least as bold-^they 
will be better sustained — and whether he chooses to descend 
in inajestic circles, or to stoop on headlong w^ng, his perform- 
ance will not be the worse for having been taught to fly. 

For Mr. Henry and for the world, it happened unfortunately, 
that instead of the advantage of this Roman education, of which 
we have spoken, the years of his yoi^th had been wasted in idle- 
ness. He had become celebrated as an orator before he had 
learned to compose; and it is not therefore wonderful, that 
when withdrawn from the kindling presence of the crowd, he 
was called upon for the first time to take the pen, all the spirit 
and flame of his genius were extinguished.f 

* Nulla enim res tantam ad dicendom profieit, quantum acrqytio.— Gio. 
Brut. xxiv. 92. ' ' 

t On this subject, of the rare union of the talents of wpeakiu)^ and writing 
m the same roan, Cicero has a parallel between Galba and Leliua, which is 
not leas just than it is beautiful. After having spoken of Galba as one of 
those men of great but less cultivated natural powers, who were afraid of low- 
ering the fame of their eloquence by submitting their writing to the world, he 
proceeds thus :— '* Quem (Galbam) fortasse vis non ingemi solum, sed. etiam 
animi} et naturalis quidam dolor diccntem incendebat, eneciebatque, ut et iiici> 
tata, et gravis, et vehemens esset oratio : dein, cum otiosus atilum prehende- 
rat, motusqoe omnis animi, tanquam ventus, hominem defecerat, nacessebat 
oratio : quod iis, qui limatius dicendi consectantur genus, accidere noa solet, 
propterea quod prudentia nunquam defidt oratorem, qua ille utens, eodera mo- 
do possit et dicere et scribere ; ardor animi non semper adest, isque cum con- 
•edit, omnis ilia vis et quasi flamma orataris eztmguitur. Ha&c igitoxidii 
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But while, wilh reference to his own fame and the lasting 
benefits which he might have conferred on the world, we 
lament his want of literary discipline, it is not impossible that* 
for the times in which he lived, and for the more immediate 
purpose of the American revolution, die popular opinion may 
be correct. 

The people seem to have admired him the more for his want 
of' discipline. **' His genius," they say, '^ was unbroken, and 
too full of fire, to bear the curb of composition. He delighted 
to swim the flood, to breast the torrent, and to scale the mount- 
ain : and supported as he was, in all public bodies, by mas- 
ters of the pen, they insist that it was even fortunate for 
the revolution, that his genius was left at large to revel in all 
the wildness and boldness of nature ; that it enabled }iim to in- 

eiusam, Tidetur Laelii mens spirare etiam in scriptisi Galbs antem, vis occi- 
disae." Bbutub, zxit. 93. 

Hiere seems to have been a strong resemblance between the structure of 
Galba'a eloquence and character, and those of Mr. Henry. In their habits, 
however, there was this striking difference, that 6alba*s preparation for speak- 
mg was always most elaborate ; Mr. Henry's, generally, none at all. On this 
head, of Galba's anxious preparation, Cicero gives us a very interesting anec- 
dote : Leelius, it seems, was engaged in a great cause, in which he spoke with 
the peculiar elegance which always distinguished him ; but not having roc* 
ceeded in convincing his judges, the case was adjourned to another day, and a 
new argument was called for. Lslius again appeared, and surpassed his for* 
mer exertions, but with tho same result, of another adjournment and a call for 
re.argiiment. His clients attended him to his house on the rising of the 
court, expressed their gratitude in the strongest terms, and begged that he 
would not permit himself to be wearied into a desertion of them. To this 
Lnlins answered, that what he had done for the support of the cause, had, io* 
deed, been diligently and accurately performed ; but he was satisfied that thai 
cause could be better defended by the more bold and vehement eloquence of 
Galba. 

Galba was accordingly applied to ; but was, at first, startled at the idea of 
succeeding such an orator as Lslius in any cause ; more especially, on tho 
short time for preparation that was then allowed him. He yielded, however, 
to their importunities ; and employed the whole of the intermediate day and 
the moming of that in which the court was to sit, in studying and annotating, 
with the help of his amanuensis. When the hour of court arrived, his clients 
called for him, and Galba came out, ** with that complexion and those eyes," 
says Cicero, ** which would have led you to suppose that he had been engaged 
in pleading a cause, and not in study mg it.*' whence it appears that Galba 
was not less vehement and inflamed in meditating, than in the act ot deliver* 
ing a speech. His success was proportioned to his preparation. "In the 
midst of the greatest expectation, surrounded by a vast concourse of hearers, 
before Lselius himself, he plead the cause with so much force and so much 
power, that no part of his speech passed without applause, and his clients 
were discharged, with the approbation of every one." What an impression 
does this give us of the magnanimity of Lelius, as well as the abilities of 
Galba'. Mr. Henry would not have taken th^ trouble of Galba*s preparation; 
but be would have gained the cause, if hnman abilities could have gained it. 
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Aise, more successfully, his own intrepid spirit into the meas- 
ures of the revolution ; that it rendered his courage more con- 
tagious, and enabled him to achieve, by a kind of happy rash* 
ness, what perhaps had been lost by a better regulated mind**' 

But to resume our narrative : congress arose in October, %ad 
Mr. Henry returned to his native county. Here, as was nat« 
ural, he was surrounded by his neighbours, who were eager ta 
hear not only what had been done, but what kind of men hail 
composed that illustrious body. 

He answered their inquiries with all his wonted liind- 
ness and candour; and having been asked by one of them^ 
'* whom he thought the greatest man in congress," he replied : 
*f If you speak of eloquence, Mr. Rutledge, of South CaTolina, 
is by far the greatest orator ; but if you speak of solid informa- 
tion and sound judgment. Colonel Washington is, unquestion- 
ably, the greatest man on that floor." Such was the penetra- 
tion which, at that early period of Mr. Washington's life, could 
pie^e through his retiring modesty and habitual reserve, and 
estimate so correctly the unrivalled worth of his character. 

On Monday, the twentieth of March, seventeen hundred anct 
seventy-five, the convention of delegates, from the several 
counties and corporations of Virginia, met for the second time* 
This assembly was held in the old church in the town of Rich- 
mond.' Mr. Henry was a member of that body also. The 
reader will bear in mind, the tone of the instructions given by 
the convention of the preceding year to their deputies in con- 
gress. 

He will remember that, while they recite with great feeling 
the series of grievances under which the colonies had laboured, 
and insist with firmness on their constitutional rights, they 
give, nevertheless, the most explicit and solemn pledge of their 
faith and true allegiance to his majesty King George HI., and 
avow their determination to support him with their lives and 
fortunes, in the legal exercise of all his jyst rights and prerog- 
atives. He will remember, that these instructions contain also, 
an expression of their sincere approbation of a connexion with 
Great Britain, and their ardent wishes for a return of that 
friendly intercourse from which this country had derived so 
much prosperity and happiness. 

These sentiments still influenced many of the leading mem- 
bers of the convention of seventeen hundred and seventy-five. 
They could not part with the fond hppe that those peaceful days 
would again return which had shed so much light and warmth 
over the land ; and the report of the king's gracious reception 
of the petition from congress tended to cherish and foster tliati 
hope, and to render them averse to any means of violence. 
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But Mr. Henrjr saw thugs with a^steadier eye and a deeper 
insight. His judgment was too solid to be duped by appear* 
ances ; and his heart too firm and manly to be amused b3r false 
and flattering hopes. He had long since read the true charac<* 
ter of the British court, and saw that no alternative remained 
for his country but abject submission or heroic resistance. It 
was not for a soul like Henry's to hesitate between these 
courses. 

He had offered upon the altar of liberty no divided heart. 
The gulf of war which yawned before him was indeed fiery and 
fearful ; but he saw that the awful plunge was inevitable. The 
body of the convention, however, hesitated. They cast around 
*' a longing, lingering look" on those flowery fields on which 
peace, and ease, and joy, were still sporting ; and it required 
all the energies of a Mentor like Henry to push them from the 
precipice, and conduct them over the stormy sea of the revo" 
lution, to liberty and glory. 

The convention being formed and organized for businessf 
proceeded in the first place, to express their unqualified appro- 
bation of the measures of congress, and to declare that they 
considered *' this whole continent as under the highest obliga« 
tions to that respectable body, for the wisdom of their counsels, 
and tkeir unremitted endeavours to maintain and preserve 
inviolate the just rights and liberties of his majesty's dutiful 
and loyal subjects in America." 

They next resolve, that ** the warmest thanks of the conven- 
tion, and of all the inhabitants of this colony, were due, and that 
this just tribute of applause be presetted to the worthy del- 
egates, deputed by a former convention to represent this colony 
in genera] eon grass, for their cheerful undertaking and faithful 
discharge of the very important trust reposed in them." 

The morning- of the twenty-third of March was opened, by 
reading a petition and memorial from the assembly of Jamaica, 
to the king's most excellent majesty : whereupon it was — 
** Resolved, That the unfeigned thanks and most grateful ac- 
knowledgments of the convention be presented to that very 
respectable assembly, for the exceeding generous and affection- 
ate part they have so nobly taken in the unhappy contest be- 
tween Great Britain and her colonies ; and for their truly pa- 
triotic endeavours to fix the just claims of the colonists upoa 
the most permanent constitutional principles : — that the assem- 
bly be assured, that it is the most ardent wish of this colony, 
[and they were persuaded of the whole continent of North 
America,] to see a speedy return of those halcyon days, when 
lived a free and happy people." 

These proceedings were not adapted to the taste of Mr* 

8* 
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Heary ; on the contrary* they were «' gall and wormwood" to 
him. The house reqitired to be wrought up to a bolder tone. 
He rose, therefore, and moved the following manly reaolu- 
tions : — 

«* Resolved, That a well-regulated militia, composed of gen- 
tlemen and yeomen, is the natural strength and only security 
of a free government; that such a militia in this colony Would 
for ever render it unnecessary for the mother*country to keep 
among us, for the purpose of our defence, any stanmng army 
of mercenary soldiers, always subversive of the quiet, and dan* 
gerous to the liberties of the people, and would obviate the pre* 
text of taxing us for t^eir support. 

*' That the establishment of such militia is, tU this time^ pecu^^ 
liarly necessary^ by the state of ou!r laws, for the protection 
and defence of the country, some of which are already expired* 
and others will shortly be so t and that the known remissness 
of government in calling us together in legislative capacityi 
renders it too insecure, in this time of danger and distress, to 
rely that opportunity will be given of renewing them, in gen^* 
eral assembly, or making any provision to secure t)ur ijiesH* 
mable rights and liberties^ from those further molations with 
which they are threatened, 

" Resolved, therefore, T%at this colony he imiHediiUely pui 
into a state of defence^ and that 

he a committee to prepare a plan for imhodying^ arming and 
disciplining such a number of men^, as may be sufficient for 
that purpose,^* 

The alarm which such a proposition must have given to 
those who had contemplated no resistance of a character more 
serious than petition, non-importation, and passive fortitude, 
and who still hung with suppliant tenderness on the skirts ol 
Britain, will he readily conceived by the reflecting reader. The 
shock was painful. It was almost general. The resolntione 
were opposed as not only rash in policy, but as harsh and well 
nigh impious in point of feeling. Some of the warmest patriots of 
the convention opposed them. Richard Bland, Benjamin Har- 
rison, and Edmund Pendleton, who had so lately drunk of the 
fountain of patriotism in the continental congress, and Robert 
C. Nicholas, one of the best as well as ablest men and patriots 
in the state, resisted them with all their influence and abilities. 

They urged the late gracious reception of the congressional 
petition by the throne. They insisted that national coittity^ and 
much more filial respect, demanded the exercise of a more dig* 
nified patience. That the sympathies of the parent-country, 
were now on our side. That the friends of American liber^ 
fai parliament were still with us, and had| as yet, had no cause 
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to himh {(xt .o«r iiidber«tioa« l^hmt the nnwifiielariiig mieimtif 
of 0reat Brilaini already ssiarlinf uftder the efeete of our noB«> 
UB|M>iftatioay co*oper«ted powerfully toward our relief. Thai 
tho sovereign himself hfld relented, and showed that he looked 
upon our soiferings with an eye of pity. 

'« Was thiA a moment," they asked, *' to disgust our friends^ 
to extinguish all the conspiring sympathies which were worlfr* 
tag in our favour, to iurn their friendship into hatred, thehr pity 
into revenge ? And what was there, Ihey asked, in the sittta« 
tion of the colony, to tempt us to this ? Were we a great mili- 
tary people? Were we ready for war? Where were our 
stores — where were our arms — where our soldiers-^-where our 
generals-^ where our money, the sinews of war ? They were 
nowhere to be found. 

**In truth, we were poor— ^we were naked — ^we were defence^ 
lees. And yet we talk of assuming the front of war ! of assu* 
ming it, too, against a nation, one of the most formidable in 
the world ? A nation ready and armed at all points t Hef 
tiavies riding triumphant in every sea; her armies never march* 
ing but .to certain victory ! What was to be the issue of the 
struggle we were called upon to court? What cmild be the 
issue) in the comparative circumstances of the two countriesi 
but to yield up this country an easy prey to Great Britaint 
and to convert the illegitimate right w'hich the. British par** 
liament now claimed, into a £rm and Indubitable right, by 
conqvsst I 
. *^ The measure might be brave ; but it was the bravery of 
madmen. It had no pretension to the csharacter of prudence ; 
and as Kttle to the grace of genuine courage. It would be 
time enough to resort to measures of despair^ When every welt* 
founded hope had entirely vanished." 

To this strong view of the subject, supported as it vhks hy 
the stubborn fact of the well-known helpless condition of the 
colony, the opponents of these resolutions superadded every- 
topic of persuasion which belongs to the cause. 

** The strength and lustre whidi we have derived from oaf 
connexion with Great Britain— *the domestic comforts which 
We had drawn from the same source, and whose value we were 
kiow able to estimate by their loss — that ray of reconciliation 
which was dawning upon us from the east, and which promised 
so fair and happy a day : — ^with this they contrasted the clouds 
and storms which the measure now proposed was so well cal* 
coiaied to raise — ^and in which we should not haye even tfie 
poor consolation of being pitied by the world, since we should 
jbave so needlessly and rashly drawn them upon ourselves." 

These arguments and topics of persuasion were to well jw* 
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tified by the appeanuice of things^ and were moreorer se en* 
ikely in uniton with that love of ease and qmet which is nat* 
aral to man, and that disposition to hope for happier timesf 
even under the most forbidding circumstances, that an ordinary 
man, in Mr. Henry's situation, would have been glad to com . 
pound with the displeasure of the house, by being permitted to 
withdraw his resolutions in silence. 

Not so Mr. Henry. His was a spirit fitted to raise the 
whirlwind, as well as to ride in and direct it. His was that 
comprehensive view, that unerring prescience, that perfect 
command over the actions of men, which qualified him not 
merely to guide, but almost to create the destinies of nations. 

He rose at this time with a majesty unusual to him in an ex- 
ordium, and with all that self-possession by which he was so 
invariably distinguished. ** No man,*' he said, ** thought more 
highly than he did of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the 
very worthy gentlemen who had just addressed the house. 
But different men often saw the same subject in difierent lights ; 
and, therefore, he hoped it would not be thought disrespectful 
to those gentlemen, if, entertaining as he did, opinions of a 
character M^ry opposite to theirs, he should speak forth hi3 
sentiments freely, and without reserve. 

'^ This," he said, ** was no time for ceremony. The question 
before this house was one of awful moment to the country. 
For his own part, he considered it as nothing less than a qncB^ 
tion of freedom or slavery. And in proportion to the magni- 
tude of the subject, ought to be the freedom of the debate. Jt 
was only in this way that they could hope to arrive at truth, 
anid fulfil the great responsibility which they held to God and 
their country. Should he keep back his opinions at such a 
time, through fear of giving offence, he should consider him* 
self as guilty of treason toward his country, and of an act of 
disloyalty toward the Majesty of heaven, which he revered 
above all earthly kings. ^ 

" Mr. President," said he, **it is natural to man to indulge in 
the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a 
painful truth — and listen to the song of that siren, till she 
transforms us into beasts. Is this," he asked, '^ the part of 
wise men, engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty ? 
Were we disposed to be of the number of those, who having 
eyes, see not, and having ears, hear not, the things which so 
nearly concern their temporal salvation T For his part, what- 
ever anguish of spirit it might cost, he was willing to know the 
whole truth ; to know the worst, and to provide for it. 

** He had," he said, ^* but one lamp by which his feet were 
guided ; and that was the kmp of experience. He knew of no 
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way of judging of the future but by Uys past. Aod iudging hf 
ihe past, he wished to know what there had been in the eoaii 
duct of the British ministry for the lait ten yean, to justify 
t^se hopes with which gentlemen had been pleased to solace 
themselves and the house? Is it that 'insidious smile with 
which our petition has been lately received ? Trust it not, sir ; 
it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be 
betrayed with -a kiss* 

**Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition 
comports with those warlike preparations which eover our 
waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary 
to a work of lore and reconciliation ? Have we shown our^ 
selves so unwilling to be reconciled, that fytee must , be called 
in to win back our love? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. 
These are the implements of war and subjugation— the last ar- 
guments to which kings resort* 

**' I ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if its 
purpose be aot to force us to submission ? Can gentlemen as^ 
sign any other possible motive for it ? Has Great Britain' any 
enemy in this q.uiKrter of the world, to call for all tl^s accumu- 
lation of navies and armies ? Noy sir, she hac^ none. They 
are meant for us : they can be meant for no other. They are 
sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the 
British ministry have been so long forging* And what have 
we to oppose them ? Shall we try argument ? Sir, we have 
been trying that for the last ten years. Have we anything 
new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the 
subject up in every light of which it is capable ; but it has been 
all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplica- 
tion ? What term9 shall we fmd, which have not been already 
exhausted? 

** Let us not, I beseech you« sir, deceive ourselves longer. 
Sir, we have done everything that could be done, to avert the 
storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned — we have 
remonstrated-r-we have supplicated — we have prostrated our- 
selves before the throne, and have implored its interposition to 
arrest the tyrannical l^itnds of the ministry and parliament. 
Our petitions have been slighted ; our remonstrances have pro- 
duced additional violence and insult ; our supplications have 
been disregarded ; and we have been spurned, with contempt, 
from the foot of the throne. 

** In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope 
of peace and reconciliation. There ia no longer any room for 
hope* If we wish to be free — ^if we mean to preserve in- 
violate those inestimable privileges for which we have been so 
long contending — if we mean not basely to abandon the noble 
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•tmggle in which we have been so long engaged, and whieh 
we have {hedged ourselves never to abandon, until the gloiioui 
object of oar contest shall be obtained ! — ^we must fight 1 — I re- 
peat it, siry we must fight! ! ! An appeal to arms and ^to the 
Clod of hosts, is all that is left us !* 

'* They tell us, sir,*' continued Mr. Hemy, ** that we are 
weak-*Hinafole to cope with so formidable an adversary. But 
when shall we be stronger. Will it be the next week or the next 
year ? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a 
British guard shall be stationed in every house ? Shall we 
gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the 
means of efiectual resistance by lying si^pinely on our backs, 
and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our enemy 
shall have bound us hand and foot ? Sir, we are not weak, 
if we make a proper use of those means which the God of na- 
ture hath placed in our power. 

''Three millions of people armed in the holy cause of liberty, 
and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible 
by any force which our enemy can send against us. Besides, 
sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God 
who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise 
up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to 
the strong alone ; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. 
Besides, sir, we have no election* If we were base enough to 
desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There 
is no retreat but in submission and slavery ! Our chains are 
forged. Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston ! 
The war is inevitable-^and let it come ! ! I repeat it, sir^ let it 
come ! ! ! 

** It is vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may 
cry, peace, peace — ^but there is no peace. The war is actually 
begun ! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring 
to our ears the clash of resounding arms ! Our brethren are 
already in the field! Why stand we here Idlet What is it 
that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so 
dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery ? Forbid it, Almighty God !-^I know not 

* " ImagiDe to yonrself,** says my correspondent, (Judffe Tacker,) *' this 
tentence delivered' with all the calm dignity of Cato, of iJtica — ^imagine to 
yourself the Roman senate, assembled in the capitol, when it was entered by 
the profane Gauls, who, at first, were awed by their presence, as if they had 
entered an assembly of the gods !— imagine that you heard that Cato addres- 
sing such a senate — ^imagine that you saw the handwriting on the wall of B«l- I 
shazzar's palace — imagine you heard a voice as from oeaTen utteriu|f the 
words : * We must jigktj^ as the doom of fate, and ^oo may have some idea of 
the speaker, the assembly to whom be addressed himself, and the auditoiy, ol 
which I was one.'* 
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wbAi course oihens may Uke ; but as for me,** cried he, with both 
his arms extended aloft, his brows knit, every feature marked 
with the resolute purpose of his soul, and his voice swelled to 
its boldest note of exclamation — '* give me liberty, or give me 
death '" 

He took his seat No murmur of applause was heard. The 
effect was too deep. After the trance of a moment, several 
members started from their seats. The cry, *^ to artns !*' seem- 
ed to quiver on every lip, and eleam from every eye. Richard 
H. Lee arose and supported Mr. Henry, with his usual spirit 
and elegance. But his melody was lost amid the agitations of 
that oceui, which the master-spirit of the storm had lifted up 
on hiffh. That supernatural voice still so.unded in their ear^, 
tad shivered along their arteries. They heard, in every pauses 
the cry of lil>erty or death. They became impatient of speech, 
their souls were on fire for action.* 

The resolutions were adopted ; and Patrick Henry, Richard 
H. Lee, Robert C. Nicholas, Benjamin Harrison, Lemuel Rid- 
dick, George Washington, Adam Stevens, Andrew Lewis, Will- 
iam ChrisSan, Edmund Pendletcm, Thomas Jeflfenson, and 
Isaac Zane, esquires, w^re appointed a committee to prepare 
the pka called for by the last resolution,! 

* Mr. Randolph, in his maniitciipt histerx, hM giTtn a most sloqucnt and 
impressive ajccotmt of this debate. Since these aaeets were piesared £ir th» 
press, and at the moment of their departure from the hands of the author, be 
has received from Chief Justice Marshall, a note in relation to the same de- 
bate, which he' thinks too interesting to suppress. It is the substance of a 
statement made to the chief justice (then an ardent youth, feeling a m#st e»- 
tbasiaatic admiration of eleque&c^, and panting for war) by kis father, whoi 
was a member of this convention. Mr. Marskall, (the father,) afler speaking 
of Ifr. Henry's speech, ** as one of the most bold, vehement, and animated 
pieces of eloquence that had ever been delivered," proceeded to state,, that 
*'ke was fii>ll«wed by Mr. Ridiard H. I^ee, wko took a most interestii^ view 
of oar real situation. He stated the force which Britain could probably bring^ 
to bear upon us, and reviewed our resources and means of resistance. He 
stated the advantages and disadvantages of both parties, and drew from thia 
statement auspicious inferences. But ne concluded with saying, admitting the 
probable calculatiens to be against us, we are assured in holy writ that ** the 
race is not to the swift, nor wb battle to the strong ; and if the language- •! 
genius may be added to inspivatiBB^ I wiU say with our immortal baid:— 

** * Tbriee is he armed, who hath his quarrel just t 
And he but naked, though Ibeked up m steel, 
Whose conscience with InjosClce Is oppressed l^'* 

t Colonel Robert Carter Nicholas (although opposed liko all the older pa- 
toots* from the considerations which have been stated in the text, to resistance 
at this particular point of time) was, nevertheless, oae of the firmest support- 
SIS of the ]mnciples of Uie revolution. As soon, therefore, as the measure of 
resistance was carried, in order to gi^e to it the greatesl effect, he rose sisi 
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The consUttttioa of this committoe proves, that in those days 
•of geuuine patriotism there existed a mutual and noble confi* 
dence, which deemed the opponents of a measure no less wor* 
thy than its friends to assist in its execution. A correspond- 
ent, (Mr. Jefferson,) who bore himself a most distinguished 
part in our revolution, in speaking of the gentlemen whom I 
have just named, as having opposed Mr. Henry's resokidons, 
and of Mr, Wythe, who acted .with them, says :— 

** These were honest and able men, who nad begun the op* 
position on the same grounds, but with a moderation mora 
adapted to their age and experience. Subsequent eveats fa* 
voured the bolder spirits of Henry, the Lees, Pages, Mason, 
d&c, with whom I went in all points. Sensible, however, of 
the importance of unanimity among our constituents, although 
M^e often wished to have gone on fkster, we slackened our paoe» 
that our less ardent colleagues might keep up with us; and' 
they, on their part, differing nothing from us in principle, 

SntckeBed their gait somew&|t beyond that which their pru^ 
enee might, of itself, have advised^ and thus consolidated 
the phalanx which breasted the power of Britain. By this har- 
mony of the bold with the cautious, we advanced, with our 
constituents, in undivided mass, and with fewer examples of 
separation than perhaps existed in any other part of the union.'* 

The plan for imbodying, arming and disciplining the militia, 
proposed by the committee which has just been mentioned, 
was received and adopted, and is in the following terms :-^ 

*' The committee propose that it be strongly recommended 
to the colony, diligently to put in execution the militia law 
passed in the year 1738, entitled, * An act for the better regular 
ting of the militia,' which has become in force by the expiration 
of all subsequent militia laws. 

*' The committee are further of opinion, that as, from the ex- 
piration of the abov«mentioned laws, and various other causes, 
the legal and necessary disciplining the militia has been much 
neglected, and a proper provision of arms and ammunition has 
not been made, to the evident danger of the community, in 
case of invasion or insurrection ; that it be recomraendeid to 
the inhabitants of the several counties of this colony, that they 
form one or more volunteer companies of infantry and troops 
of horse in each county, and to be in constant training and 
readiness to act on any emergency. 

*^ That it be recommended particularly to the counties of 

moved to change the svstem ; and, instead of arming the militia, to imise tea 
thouaand regulan for the war ; but the motion was orerruied. Chief Jnstio* 
Marahall aaya : **I hkve frequently heard my fother speak of Cdoael I<Mmk 
Si's motion, to laiae ten thousand men for the war.'* 
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BmnBwick, Dinwiddle, Chesterfield, Henrico, Hanover, Spot* 

Slvania, King George, and Stafford, and to all counties below 
ese, that, out of such of their volunteers, they form, each of 
them, one or more troops of horse ; and to all the counties 
above these, it is recommended that they pay a more particular 
attention to forming a good infantry. 

*'That eadh company of infantry consist of sixty-eight, rank 
and file, to be commanded by one captaifi, two lieutenants, one 
ensign, four sergeants, and four corporals ; and that they have 
a drummer* and be fttrnisbed with a drum and colours ; that 
^ety man be provided with a good rifle, if to be had» or other- 
wise with a common firelock, bayonet, and cartouch^box, and 
also with a tomahawk, one pound of gunpowder, and four 
pMUidi of ball at least, fitted to the bore of his gun; that he 
be clothed' in a hwiting^shirt, by way of uniform ; and that x 
he use all endeavoar, a» soon as possible, to become acquainted 
with die military exercise for infantry, appointed to be used by 
his majesty in the year seventeen hundred and sixty-four. 

^ That each troop of horse consist of thirty, exclusive of 
officers ; that every horseman be provided with a good horse, 
bridle, saddle, with pistols and holsters, a carbine or other 
short firelock, with a bucket, a cutting*sword or tomahawk, 
one pound of gunpowder, and four pounds of ball, at least ; 
and use the utmost diligence in training and accustoming his 
horse to stand the discharge of firearms, and in making himself 
acquainted with the military exercise of cavalry* 

** That in order to make a further and more ample provision 
of ammunition, it be recommended to the committees of the 
several counties, that they collect from their constituents, in 
sneh manner as shall be most agreeable to them, so much 
money as will be aufficient to purchase half a pound of gun- 
powder, one pound of lead, necessary flints and cartridgepaper, 
fbr every titheable person in their county ; that they immedi- 
ately take effectual measures for the procuring such gunpow- 
der, lead, flints, and cartridgepaper, and dispose thereof, when 
proeured, jin such place or places of safety as they may think 
beat: audit is earnestly recommended to each , individual to 
pay such proportion of the money jiecessary for these pur* 
poses, as by the respective committees shall be judged requisite. 

^ That it may happen that some counties, from their situa- 
tion, may not be apprized of the most certain and speedy meth- 
od of procuring the articles before-mentioned, one general com- 
mittee should be appointed, whose business it should be, to 
procure for such counties as may make application to them, 
sneh articles,|ind so much thereof, as the moneys wherewith they 
shall furnish the said committee will purchase, after deducting 

9 
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the charges of transportation, and other necessary expenses.'* 
At the same session of the eonventioil, I find that the alert 
and inquiring spirit of Mr. Henry laid hold of another instaace 
of royal misrule. 

Governor Dunmore, it seems, hy a recent proclamation, had 
declared that his majesty had given orders for all vacant lands 
vrithin this colony to he put up in lots at public sale ; and that 
the highest bidder for such lots should be the purchaser thereof, 
and should hold the same, subject to a reservation of one faalC^ 
penny per acre, by way of annual quitrent, and of all mines of 
gold, silver, and precious stones. Thede terms were deemed 
an innovation on the established usage of granting lands in 
this colony ; and this sagacious politician saw in the proceed* 
ing, not only an usurpation of power, but a great subduetlofi 
of the natural wealth of the colony, and the creation, moreover, 
of a separate band of tenants and retainers, devoted to the vilest 
measures of the crown. With a view, therefore, to defeat 
this measure, he moved the following resolution, which was 
adopted : — 

** Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire whether 
his majesty may of right advance the terms of granting lands 
in this colony, and make report thereof to the next general as* 
sembly or convention ; and that, in the meantime, it be recom- 
mended to all persons whatever, to forbear purchasing or ac* 
cepting lands on the conditions before mentioned." Of this 
committee he was of course the chairman ; and the other mem* 
hers were Richard Bland, Thomas Jefferson, Robert C. Nicho- 
las, and Edmund Pendleton, esquires. 

The convention having adopted a plan for the encourage- 
ment of arts and manufactures in this colony, and reappointed 
their former deputies to the continental congress^ with the sub- 
stitution of Mr. Jefferson for Mr. Peyton Randolph, in case of 
the non-attendance of the latter ;* and having also provided 
for a re-election of delegates to the next convention, came to an 
adjournment. .It is curious to read in the file of papers from 
which the foregoing proceedings are extracted, and immedi- 
ately following them, this proclamation of his Excellency Lord 
Bunmore : — 

" Whereas, certain persons, styjing themselves delegates of 
several of his majesty's colonies in America, have presumed, 
without his majesty's authority or consent, to assemble together 
at Philadelphia, in the months of September and October last, 
and have thought fit, among other unwarrantable proceedings, 

* He was speaker of the house of burgesses, a call of which was expected^ 
jund did accordingly take place. 
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10 resolve that it wil. be necessary that another congress should 
be held at the same place on the tenth of May next, unless re* 
dress of c^tain pretended grievances be obtained before that 
time : and to recommend that all the colonies of North America 
should choose deputies to attend such congress : / am com- 
manded by the kingf and I do accordingly issue this my proc- 
lamation, to require all magistrates and other officers to use 
their utmost endeavours to prevent any such appointment of 
deputies, and to exhort all persons whatever within this govern- 
ment, to desist from such an unjustifiable proceeding, so highly 
displeasing to his majesty.*' 

This proclamation was published while the convention was 
in session, and was obviously designed to have an effect on 
their proceedings. It passed by them, however, ** as the idle 
wind which they regarded nof The age of proclamations 
was gone, and the glory of regal governors pretty nearly ex- 
tin^ished for ever. 

It ought not to be omitted, however, that this very conven- 
tion passed resolutions complimentary to Lord Dunmore, and 
the troops which be had commanded in an expedition of the 
preceding year against the Indians : a compliment which, as 
we shall see, was afterward found to be unmerited. As the 
resolution in regard to Lord Dunmore does honour to the can- 
dour of the convention, and shows also how little personality 
there was in the contest, I take leave to subjoin it : — 

^ Resolved, unanimet^ly^ That the most cordial thanks of 
the people of this colony are a tribute justly due to our worthy 
governor. Lord Dunmore, for his truly noble, wise, and spirited 
conduct, on the late expedition against our Indian enemy — a 
conduct which at once evinces his excellency's attention to the 
true interests of this colony, and a zeal in the executive depart- 
ment which no dangers can divert, or difficulties hinder, from 
achieving the most important services to the people who have 
the happiness to live under his administration." 

Lord Dunmore was not a man of popular manners ; he had 
nothing of the mildness, the purity, the benevolence and suav- 
ity of bis predecessor. On the contrary, he is represented as 
having been rude and offensive ; coarse in his figure, his coun- 
tenance and his manners. Yet he received from the house of 
burgesses the most marked respect. 

'iHius, in seventeen hundred and seventy-four, while the lib- 
erties of the colonies were bleeding at every pore, and while 
the house was smarting severely, under the recent news of the 
occlusion of the port of Boston, they paid to Lady Dunmore, 
who had just arrived at Williamsburgh, the most cordial and 
elegant attentions, congratulated his Lordship on this increase 
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to hit domestic felicity ; and even, afler their abntpt diMola 
tion, complimented the inhabitants of the palace with a splen^ 
ball and entertainment, in honour of the arrival of the Covilt 
ess Dunmore and her family. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Export of Ppwder from Great Britain ptohiblted — Seizure of the Militanr 
Stores in Massaehusetta and other Cblonics—Ma^sine at Williamsbnign 
plundered by Order of Goremor Dunmore — ^Address of the GomiiMm Coun- 
cil — Lord Dunmore*8 Reply-^Excitement occasioned hj the Proceedioga — 
Mr. Henry's View as to the Result of these Events — ^He is invested with the 
Command of the Hanover Volunteers and marches for Williamsburgh — 
The Affair of the Powder Compromised — Lord Dunmore's Proclamation 
against Mr. Henry. 

The storm of the revolution' now be^an to thicken. The 
cloud of war had actually burst on the New England states, 
while as yet the middle and southern colonies were in compare 
ative repose. The ciiilm, however, was deceitful, and of short 
duration ; and, as far as Virginia was concerned, had been oi> 
casioned rather by the absence of Governor Dunmore on an 
Indian expedition, than any disposition on his part to favour 
the colony. His return to Williamsburgh was the signal for 
violence. 

It seems to have been a matter of concert among the colonial 
governors, if indeed the policy was not dictated by the British 
court, to disarm the people of all the colonlel at one and the 
same time, and thus incapacitate them for united resistance. 

To give effect to this nleasure, the export of powder from 
Great Britain was prohibited ; and an attempt was ffenerally 
made about the same period to seize the powder and arms in 
the several provincial magazines. Gage, the successor of 
Hutchinson in the government of Massachusetts, set the exaiB' 
pie, by a seizure of the ammunition and military stores at Cam* 
bridge, and the powder in the magazines at Charlestown, and 
other places. His example was followed by similar attempts 
in other colonies to the north. 

And on Thursday, the twentieth of April, seventeen hundred 
and seventy •five, Captain Henry Collins, of the armed schooner 
MagdaleUi then lying at Burwell's ferry, on James river, came 
up at tlie head of a body of marines, and, actinir under the or- 
ders of Lord Dunmore, entered the city of Williamsburgh in 
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the dead of the night, and carried off from the public maga- 
sine about twenty barrels of powder, which he placed on board 
his schooner before the break of day« 

Clandestine as the movement had been, the alarm was given 
to the inhabitants early on the next morning. Their exaspera- 
tion may be easily conceived. The town was in tumult. A 
considerable body of tliem flew to arms, with the determination 
to compel Captain Collins to restore the powder. With much 
difficulty, however, they were restrained by the graver inhab- 
itants of the town, and by the members of the common council, 
who assured them that proper measures should be immediately* 
used to produce a restoration of the powder, without the effu- 
sioa of human blood. The council, therefore, met in their cor? 
porate character, and addressed the following letter to Gov- 
ernor Dunmore : — 

** To his Excellency the Right Honourable John, Earl of Dun- 
more, his majesty's lieutenant, governor-general, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the colony and dominion of Virginia : — 
The humble address of the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and 
comn^on council of the city of Williamsburgh : — 
^* My Lord — ^We, his majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen and common council of the city 
of Williamsburgh, in common hall assembled, humbly beg 
leave io represent to your excellency, that the inhabitants of 
this city were this morning exceedingly alarme<l by a report 
that a large quantity of gunpowder was, in the preceding night, 
while they were sleeping in their beds, removed from the pub- 
lic magazine in this city, and conveyed under an escort of ma 
rines, on board one of his majesty's armed vessels lying at a 
ferry on James river. 

♦• We beg leave to represent to your excellency, that, as the 
magazine was erected at the public expense of this colony, and 
appropriated to the safe-keeping of such munition as should be 
there lodged, from time to time, for the protection and security of 
the country, by arming thereout such of the militia as might be 
necessary in cases of invasions and insurrections, they humbly 
eooceive it to be the only proper repository to be resorted to 
in times of imminent danger. 

" We further beg leave to inform your excellency, that from 
vajrious reports at present prevailing in different parts of the 
country, we have too much reason to believe that some wicked 
and designing persons have instilled the most diabolical nor 
dons into the minds of our slaves ; and that, therefore, the utmost 
attention to our internal security is become the more necessary. 
*' The cii^cumstances of this city, my lord, we consider as 
peculiar and critical* The inhabitants, from the situation of 

9* 
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the magazine in the midst of their city, have for a Ions; imti of 
time, been exposed to all th^se dangers which have happened 
in many countries from explosions and other accidents. They 
have, from time to time, thou^t it incmnbent on them to guard 
the magazine. For their sectlrity they hare, for ^some time 
past, judged it necessary to keep strong patrols on foot ; in 
their present circumstances^ then, to have the chief and ne« 
cessary means of their defence removed, cannot but be extreme*- 
iy alarming. 

" Considering ourselves as guardians of the city, we thefc- 
fore humbly desire to be informed by your excellency* upon 
what motives, and for what particular purpose, the powder has 
been carried off in such a manner ; and we earnestly entreat 
your excellency to order it to be immediately returned to the 
magazine.*^ 

To which his excellency returned this verbal answer: — 
that " hearing of an insurrection in a neighbouring county, he 
had removed the powder from the magazine, where he did not 
think it secure, to a place of perfect security \ and that, upon 
his word and honour^ whenever it was wanted on any insurrec- 
tion, it should be delivered in half an hour ; that he had re- 
moved it in the night-time, to prevent any alarm, and that Cap- 
tain Collins had his express commands for the part he had 
acted; he was surprised to hear the people were under arms 
on this occasion, and that he should not think it prudent to put 
powder into their hands in such a situation.'^ 

This conditional promise of the return of the powder, sup- 
ported by the influence of Mr. Peyton Randolph, Mr. Robert 
C. Nicholas, and other characters of weight, had the effect, it 
seems, of quieting the inhabitants for that day. On the sue** 
ceeding night, however, a niew alarm took plai!;e, on a report 
that a number of armed men had again landed from the Magda^* 
len, about four miles below the city, with a view, it was pre- 
sumed, of making another visit of nocturnal plunder. The in* 
habitanits again flew to arms ; but, oil the interposition of the 
same eminent citizens, the ferment was allayed, and nothing 
more was done than to strengthen the usual patrol for the de^ 
fence of the city. 

On the next day, Saturday the twenty-second of April, when 
everything was perfectly quiet, Lord Dunmore, with rather 
more heat than discretion, sent a message into the city, by one 
of the magistrates, and which his lordsSiip had delivered widi 
the most solemn asseverations, that if any insult were offered 
to Captain Foy, (a British captain residing at the palace, nB 
his secretary, and considered to be the instigator of the gov^ 
•mor to htfl violences,) or to Captain Collins, he would iedar6 
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freedom io ike ^iatfes, and laj the town in ashen ^ und he add- 
ed, thftt he ecmld easily depopulate the whole country. At 
this time, both Captains Foy and Collins were and had been 
^continually walking the streets, at their pleasure, without 
the slightest indication of disrespect. The effect of a threat, 
no diabolically ferocious, directed toward the people who had 
ever shown him and his family such enthusiastic marks of re- 
spect and attention, and following so directly the plunder of 
tne magacine, will be readily conceived. Yet it broke not out 
into any open act. His lordship remained unmolested even b^ 
a disrespectful look. The augmented patrol was kept up ; but 
no defensive preparation was made by the inhabitonts of the 
dty. 

The transactions which were passing in the metropolis circu* 
4ated through the country with a rapidity proportioned to their 
interests, and with this (krther aggravation, which was also 
true in point of fact, that In addition to the clandeetine removal 
of the powder, the governor had caused the musketd in the 
magazine to be stripped of their locks. 

In the midst of the irritation excited by this inteUigence» 
came the news of the bloody battles of Lexington and Con- 
cord, resulting from an attempt of the governor-general Gage, 
td sette the military etores deposited at the latter place. The 
system of colonial aubjugation was now apparent : the effect 
was instantaneous. The whole country flew to arms. The 
independent companies, formed in happier times for the pur" 
pose of military discipline, and under the immediate auspices 
of Lord Dunmore himself, raised the standard of liberty hi 
every county* 

By the twenty-seventh of April, there was assembled at 
Frederieksburgh upward of seven hundred ihen Ivell-armcd and 
disciplined, *' friends of constitutional liberty and America.*', 
Their inarch, however, was arrested by a letter from Mr. Pey* 
ton Randolph, in reply to an express, and received on the 
twenty-ninth, by which they were informed that the gentlemen 
of the <nty and neighbourhood of Williamsburgh, had had full 
assurance from his excellenc^r, that the ajQfkir of the powder 
should be accommodated, and advising that the gentlemen of 
Predericksbnrgh should proceed no farther. 

On the receipt of this letter, a coimcil was held of one hun- 
dred and two members, delegates of the provincial convention, 
and of&een and special deputies of fourteen companies of light- 
korse, then rendezvoused on the ground $ who, after the most 
spirited expression of their sentiments on the conduct of the 
l^emor, and after giving a mutual pledge to be in readiness 
it a moment's warning, to reassemble, and by force ot arm* — 
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to defend the laws, the libertyi and rights oT tbU or any sister- 
colony from unjust and wicked invasiont adrised the return of 
the several companies to their respectiye homes ; and also «Mr» 
dered that expresses shoidd be despatched to the troops assem* 
bled at the Bowling Green, and also to the companies from 
Frederick, Berkley, Dunmore, and such other eonnties as were 
then on their march, to return them thanks for their cheerful 
offers of service, and to acquaint them with the det^rminatioii 
then taken. By way of parody on the governor's conclusion 
of the proclamations, by which he was striving to keep down 
the spirit of the country, '* God save the king,*' the council con* 
eluded their address with '^ God save the ]il>erties of America.*' 

Mr. Henry, however, was not disposed to let this ihcident 
pass off so lightly. His was a mind that watched events with 
the coolness and sagacity of a veteran statesman. He kindled, 
indeed, in the universal indignation which the conduct of the 
governor was so well calculated to excite ; seeing clearly the 
inconvenience which the colony must experience in the ap- 
proaching contest, from the loss of even that small store of am* 
munition. This, however» was a minor object in his esteem. 

What he deemed of much higher importance was, that thai 
blow, which must be struck sooner or later, should be struck ai 
once, before an overwhelming force should enter the eolony ; 
that that habitual deference and subjection which the people 
were accustomed to feel toward the governor, as the represent* 
ative of royalty, and which bound tlieir spirits in a kind of tor* 
pid spell, should be dissolved and dissipated ; that the military 
resources of the country should be developed ; that the people 
might see and feel their strength by being brought out togeili* 
er : that the revolution should be set in actual motion in the 
colony; that the martial prowess of the country should be 
awakened, and the soldiery animated by that proud and reso- 
lute confidence, which a successful enterprise in the commence- 
ment of a contest never fails to inspire. 

These sentiments were then avowed by him to two confiden- 
tial friends;* to whom he farther declared that he considered 
the outrage on the magazine a most fortunate circumstance ; 
end as one which would rouse the people from, north to south* 
<** You may in vain talk to them," said he, " about the duties 
on tea* 'd&e. These things will not affect them. They depend 
on principles too abstracted for their apprehension and feetinfr^ 
But tell them of the robbery of the magazine, and that the next 
step will be to disarm them, you bring the subject home ta 

* Ooloa*l IUcliac4 Hsrris and Captain Geoige Dabney ; on the autboRty 
of Mr. Daboejr* 
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dtefr bosoms, and they will be ready to fly to arms to defend 
theriselves." 

To make of this circumstance all the adrantage which he 
contemplated, as soon ad the intelligence reached him from 
Wilfiamsburgh, he sent express-riders to the members of the 
Independent Company of Hanoirer, who were dispersed and 
resided in different parts of the country, requesting them to 
meet him in arms, at New Castle, on the second of May, on 
business of the highest importance to American liberty. In 
order to give greater dignity and authority to the decisions of 
that meeting, he c<MiToked to the same plac^ the county com- 
mittee* 

When mssemMed, he addressed them with all the powers of 
his eloquence ; laid open the plan on which the Britishi minis- 
try had ftiUen to reduce the colonies to subjection, by robbing 
them of all the means of defending their rights ; spread before 
their eyes, in colours of vivid description, the fields of Lexing- 
ton and Concord, still floating with the blood of their country- 
men, gloriously shed in the general cause ; showed them that the 
recent plunder of the magazine in WilHamsburgh was nothing 
mare than a part of the general system of subjugation ; that 
the moment wais now come in which they were called upon to 
decide, whether they chose to live free, and hand down the 
noble inheritance to their children, or to become hewers of 
"wood, and drawers of water to those lordlings, who were them- 
selves the tools of a corrupt* and tyrannical ministry — ^he paint- 
ed the country in a state of subjugation, and drew such pictures 
t>f wretched debasement and abject vassalage, as filled their 
souls with horror and indignation — on the other hand, he car- 
ried them^ by the powers of his eloquence, to an eminence like 
Mount Fisgah ; showed them the land of promise, which was 
to be won by their valour, under the support and guidance of 
Heaven ; and sketched a vision of America, enjoying the smiles 
of liberty and peace, the rich productions of her agriculture 
waving on every field, her commerce whitening every sea, in 
teints so bright, so strong, so glowing, as set the souls of hb 
hearers on fire. 

He had no doubt, he said, that that God, who in former ages 
liad hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he might show forth his 
power and glory in the redemption of his chosen people, had. 
Cor similar purposes, permitted the flagrant outrages which had 
<>eearred in WilHamsburgh, and throughout the continent. It 
was for them now to determine, whether they were worthy of 
this divine interference; whether they would accept the high 
l>oon now held out to them by Heaven — that if they would, 
though it might lead them through a sea of blood, they were 
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to remember that the same God whose power divided the Red 
sea for the deliverance of Israel, still reigned in all his glory* 
unchanged and unchangeable — was still the enemy of the op- 
pressor, and the friend of the oppressed — that he would cover 
them from their enemies by a piljar of cloud by day, and guide 
their feet through the night by a pillar of fire — that for liis own 
part, he was anxious that his native county should distinguish 
Itself in this grand career of liberty and glory* and spatch the 
noble prize which was now offered to their grasp— that no lime 
was to be lost — that their enemies in this colony were now few 
and weak — that it would be easy for them» by a rapid and vig- 
orous movement, to compel the restoration of the powder 
which had been carried oif, or to make a reprisal on the king's 
revenues in the hands of the receiver-general, which would 
fairly balance the account — that the Hanover volunteers would 
thus have an opportunity of striking the first blow in this colo- 
ny, in the great cause of American liberty* and would cover 
themselves with never-fading laurels. 

These were heads of his harangue. I presume not to give 
the colouring. That was Mr. Henry's own* and beyond the 
power of any man's imiution. The efiect, however, was ei^ual 
to his wishes. The meeting was in a flame, and a decision im- 
mediately taken, that the powder should be retrieved, or coud 
terbalanced by a reprisal. 

Captain Samuel Meredith, who had heretofore commanded 
the Independent Company, resigned his commission in Mr. 
Henry's favour, and the latter gentleman was immediately in- 
vested Mrith the chief command of the Hanover volunteers. Mr. 
Meredith accepted the commission of lieutenant ; and the pres- 
ent Colonel Parke Goodall was appointed the ensign of the 
company. Having, received orders from the committee, cor- 
respondent with his own suggestions. Captain Henry forthwith 
took up his line of March for Williamsburgh. 

Ensign Goodall was detached, with a party of sixteen men, 
to cross the river into King William county, the residence of 
Richard Corbin, the king's receiver-general ; to demand from 
him three hundred and thirty pounds, the estimated value of 
the powder ; and, in the event of his refusal to make him a pris- 
oner. He was ordered, in this case, to treat his person with 
all possible respect and tenderness, and to bring him to Don- 
castle's ordinary, about sixteen miles above Williamsburgh, 
where the ensign was required, at all events, to rejoin the midn 
body.* 

The detachment, in pursuance of their orders, reached the 
residence of the receiver-general some hours after bedtime, and 
a guard was stationed around the house until morning. AboQl 
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daybreak, hoirerer, the ladies of the family made their appear- 
ance, and gave the commanding officer of the detachment the 
firm and correct assurance, that Colonel Corbin was not at 
home ; but that the house, nevertheless, was open to search, if 
it was the pleasure of the officer to make it. The manner of 
the assurance, however, was too satisfactory to render this ne- 
eessary, and the detachment hastened to form the junction with 
die main body which had been ordered. 

In the meantime, the march of his gallant corps, in arms, 
headed by a man of Mr. Henry'is distinction, produced the 
most striking effiects in every quarter. Corresponding compa- 
nies started up on all sides, and hastened to throw themselves 
vnder the banners of Henry. It is believed tha^t five thousand 
m^n at least, were in arms, mnd were crossing the country 
to erowd around bis standard, and support it with their lives. 
The march was conducted in the most perfect order, and with 
the moat scrupulous respect to the country through which they 
passedl The ranks of the royalists were filled with dismay. 
Lady Dimmore, with her family, retired to the Fowey man-of- 
war, then lying off the town of Little York. Even the patriots 
in Williamsburgh were daunted by the boldness, and, as they 
deemed it, the rashness of the enterprise. 

Messenger after messenger was despatched to meet Mr. 
Henry on the way, and beg him to desist from his purpose, 
and discharge his men. It was in vain. He was inflexibly 
resolved to effijct the purpose of his expedition or to perish in 
the attempt. The messengers were therefore detained, that 
they might not report his strength ; and the march was contin- 
ued with all possible celerity. The governor issued a procla- 
mation, in which he denounced the movement, and called upoa 
the people of the country to resist iL He could as easily have 
called ** spirits from the vasty deep." He seems not to have 
relied much, himself, on the efficacy of his proclamation. The 
palace was therefore filled with arms, and a detachment of ma- 
rines ordered up from the Fowey. Before daybreak, on the 
morning of the fourth of May, Captain Montague, the com- 
mander of that ship, landed a party of men, with the following 
letter, addressed to the Honourable Thomas Nelson, 'the presi- 
dent of his majesty's council : — 

** Fowey, May 4fA, 1775. 

** Sir, — I have this morning received certain information 
that his excellency Lord Dunmore, governor of Yirgina, is 
threatened with an attack at daybreak, this morning, at his pal- 
ace in Williamsburgh, and have thought proper to send a de- 
laehment firom his majesty's ship under my command, to sup- 
port bis excellency : therefore strongly pray you to make use 
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of every endeavottr to prevent the party fro^ being moleeted 
and attacked, as in.' that case I must be under a necessity to fir« 
upon this town. From 

<*Georob Montaoitb." 

Lord Dunmore, howerer, thought better of this subject, and 
caused Mr. Henry to be met at Doncastle's, about sunrise on 
the same morning, with the receiver-general's bill of exchange, 
for the sum required. It was accepted as a satisfaction for 
the powder, and the following receipt was pasaed by Mr. 
Henry :— 

^^Doncastle^e Ordinary^ New Kenif May 4<A, 1T7B. 

" Received from the Honourable Richard Corbin, Esq^ hi* 
majesty's receiver-general, three hundred and thirty ponads, msi 
a compensation for the gunpowder Htely tak«n out of the pub« 
lie magazine by the governor's order r which n^oney I promiae 
to convey to the Virginia delegates at the general ^coAfress, to 
be, under their direction, laid out in gunpowder for the eolo* 
ny's use, and to be stored as tl^ey smiU direct, until the next 
colony convention, or general assembly. ; unless it shall be ne« 
cessary, in the meantime, to use the same in the defence of thia 
colony. It is agreed, that in case the next convention shall 
determine that any part of the said money ouffht to be returned 
to his majesty's said receiver-general, that we same shall be 
done accordingly. *^ Patrick Hbnry, jun. 

" Test — Samubl Merbdxth, 
Parke Goodall." 

The march of the marines from the Fowey had, however, 
produced the most violent commotion both in York* and Wil- 

* " The town of York being somewhat alarmed by a letter from Captain 
Montague, commander of his majesty's ship the Fowey, addressed to the Hon. 
Thomas Nelson, esquire, president of his majesty's council in Virginia ; and a 
copy of said letter being procured, a motion was made, that the copy afaoald 
be laid befoce the committer, and considered. The copy was read, and ia as 

follows ;— * 

" * Foufey, May 4, 1776. 

" * SiK — ^I have this morning received certain information that his excellency 
the Lord Danmore, governor of Virffinia, is threatened with an attack at day- 
break this morning, at his palace in WiUiamsbHrgh, and have thought proper to 
send a detachment from his majesty's ship under my command to support his 
excellency ; therefore, strongly pray you to maj^e use of every endeavour to 
prevent the party from being molested and attacked, as in that case I must be 
under the necessity to lire upon this town. From Georgib Montaoub. 

** * To th$ Htm. TAomas NtUcn: 

** The committee, together with Capt. Montague's letter takhig into consid- 
eration the time of its being sent, which was too late to permit the president to 
use his influence, had the inhabitants been disposed to maU»t tmA aiiaek the 
detachment ; and further consjidenng th$t Od, Nelmn^ who^ h»A faw tkmU 
beQQ carr^d injlo exepution, must ^LVe. been a principal sufoec, wa« at tUt 
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Hamsborgh, Mr. Henry himself seemed to apprehend that the 
public treasury would be the next object of depredation and 
that a pretext would be sought for it in the reprisal which had' 
just been made. He therefore addressed, from Doncastle's, 
the following letter to Robert Carter Nicholas, esquire, the 
treasurer of the colony :— 

" ifffly 4, 1T76. 

** Sir— The aflair of the powder is now settled, so as to pro* 
dtice satisfaction to me, and I earnestly wish to the colony in 
general. The people here have it in charge from Hanover 
eommittee, to tender their service to you, as a public ofBcer, 
for the purpose of escorting the public treasury to any place 
i|i this eolony, where the money would be judged more safe 
lb«B la the city of WilKamsburgh. The reprisal now made by 
the H<inover v<duateers, though accomplished in a manner less 
Ikble to the imputation of violent extremity, may possibly be 
ihe cause of future injury to the treasury. If, therefore, you 
apprehend the least danger, a sufficient guard is at your service. 
I beg the return of the bearer may be instant, because the m^* 
wish to know their destination. With great regard, I am, sir, 
your most humble servant, '^Patrick Hbnrv, jun.** 

To this letter an answer was received from Mr. Nicholas, 
importing that he had no apprehension of the necessity, or pro^ 
prlety of the proffered service : and' Mr. Henry understanding, 
also, that the private citizens of Williamsburgh were in a great 
measure quieted from their late fears for their persons and 
]>roperty) Judged it proper to proceed no farther. Their expe- 
dition having been crowned with success, the volunteers return- 
ed in triumph to their respective homes. 

The eommittee of Hanover again met; gave them their 
warmest thanks for the vigour and propriety with which they 

rery moment exerting his utmost endeavours in behalf of government, and the 
safety of his exoellenoy's person, unanimously come to the following resolu- 
tions : — 

** Kesolved, That Capt. Montague, in threatening to fire upon a defenceless 
towB, in case of an attack upon the detachment, in which said town might not 
be eoneemed, has testified a spirit of cruelty unprecedented in the annals of 
civilized times ; that, in his late notice to the president, he has added insult 
to cruelty ; and that considering the circumstances already mentioned, of one 
of the most considerable inhabitants of said town, he has discovered the most 
helltsli princij^es that can actuate a human nlind. 

^ lUfolved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of this town, and 
tothecoontiy in general, that they do not entertain or show any other mark of 
civility to Capt. Montague, besides what common decency and absolute neces- 
sity require. 

*'Resolv«d, That the clerk do titnsmtt the above proceedings to the pobUc 
prioteis, to be inserted in the Virginia gazettes. 

(A true copy,) ** Williaji RysssLL, CW Com." 

10 
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had conducted the enterprise ; and returned their ackDOwIcJg'* 
ments, in suitable terms, to the many volunteers of th«) differ* 
ent counties, who joined and were marching, and ready to co- 
operate with the volunteer company of Haaover. 

Two days after the return of the volunteers, and when all 
was again quiet, the governor thundered the following anathe- 
ma from the palace : — 

<' By his excellency, the Right Honourable Joh», Earl of 
Dunmore, his majesty^s lieutenant ^nd governor-ffeneral of the 
colony and dominion of Virginia, and vice-admiral of the 
same: — 

•*A PROCLAMATION. 

** yirginia, to wit : — ^Whereas^ I have been informed, from 
undoubted authority, that a certain Patrick Henry^ of the 
county of Hanover, and a number of deluded IbUoweniy have 
taken up arms, chosen their officers, and atyHng themselves 
an Independent Company, have marched out of their county^ 
encamped, and put themselves in a posture of war ; and have 
written and despatched letters to divers parts of the country, 
exciting the people to join in these oatrageous* and rebelHoiHi 
practices, to the great terror of his majesty *8 faithful subjects^ 
and in open defiance of law and government; and have com- 
mitted other acts of violenc^t particularly in extorting from his 
majesty's receiver-general the sum of three hundred and thirty 
pounds, under pretence of replacing the powder I thought 
proper to order from the magazine : whence it undeniably ap- 
pears, that there is no longer the least security for the life or 
property of any man ; wherefore I have thought proper widi 
the advice of his majesty's council, and in his majesty's name, 
to issue this my proclamation, strictly charging all persona 
upon their allegiance, not to aid, abet, or give eoontenanee to 
the said Patrick Henry, or any other persons concerned in 
such unwarrantable combinations ; but, on the contrary, to op- 
pose them and their designs by every paeans ; which designs 
must othervdse inevitably involve the whole country in the 
most direful calamity, as they will call for the vengeance of 
offended majesty, and the insulted laws, to be exerted here te 
vindicate the constitutional authority of government. 

"Given under my hand and seal of the colony, at Wil- 
liamsburgh, this sixth day of May, seventeen hundred and 
seventy-five, and in the fifteenth year of his majesty's 
reign. ' « Dsnhorb. 

" God save the king." 

But Lord Dunmore's threats and denunciations had no other 
effect than to render more conspicuous and more honourable the 
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thmn who was the object of them. Mr. Henry, who had been on 
the point of setting out for congress at the time when he had 
been called off by the intelligence from Williamsburgh, now 
resumed his journey, and waiit escorted in triumph by a large 
party of gentlemen, as far as Hooe*s ferry, on the Potomac* 
Messengers were sent after him from all directions, bearing 
the thanks and the applauses of his assembled countrymen, 
for his recent enterprise ; and in such throngs did these ad* 
stresses come, that the necessity of halting to read and answer 
them converted a journey of one day into a triumph of many. 
Thus the same man, whose genius had in the year seventeen 
hundred and sixty-fiye given the first political impulse to the 
revolution, had now the additional honour of heading the first 
tnilitary movement in Virginia, in support of the same cause. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Second SeMHin of tfie Delegates to Congress— Attaehment <)f the People of 
. Virginia to Ladv Dunmore-^atbaroua Proceeding of Lord Danmore— 
Takes his Residence on board the Fowey—His Correspondence with the 
Coawiittee— Mr. Heniy ia appointed Colonel of one of the Regiments raised 
by the Colonial Convention — ^Tender of the British sloop Otter is burnt by 
the t*eople — Correspondence with Capt. Squire in relation to that Events* 
Lord Dunmore heads a Body «f Recmits — Col. Woodford it sent to oppooe 
lus Progress— Oircomstances leadmg to Mr. Henry's resignation — ^He it 
elected a Delegate to the Convention— Declaration of Rights — Mr. Henry 

" elected Governor of Virginia — Addresses connected with that Event. 

I CANNOT learn that Mr. Henry distinguished himself pe* 
tculiarly at this session of congress. The spirit of resistance 
^as siriffictently excited ; and nothing remained but to organize 
that resistance, and to plan and execute the details which were 
to give it effect. In business of this nature, Mr. Hpnry as we 
have seen, was not efficient It has been already stated that 
he was unsuccessful in composition, of which much was done, 
and eminently done, at this session ; and the lax habits of his 
earlv Hfe had implanted in him an insuperable aversion to the 
dmdgery of details. He could not endure confinement of any 
«ort, nor the labour of close and solitary thinking. 

His habits were all social, and his mind delighted in unlimited 
irange. His conclusions were never reached by an elaborate 
deduction of thought ; he gained them as it were per saUem ; 
yet with a certainty not less infallible than that of the driest 
mad severest logician. It is not wonderful, therefore, that h^ 
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felt himself lost amid the operations in which congmss wm 
now engaged, and that he enjoyed the relief which was afford* 
ed him, by a military appointment from his native state. It 
ndll be proper^ however, to explain particularly the proceed* 
ings which led to this incident in the life of Mr. Henry. 

Portly aftef the affair of the gunpowder, Lord North's con* 
etliatory proposition, popularly called the Olive Branchi arrived 
in America. Hereupon the governor of Virginia called a 
meeting of the house of burgesses ; and as if the quarrel were 
now completely over, Lady Dunmore and her family retijurned 
from the Fowey to the palace. 

If an estimate may be formed from the newspapers of the 
day, into which the people seem to have poured their feelings 
^vithout reserve, that lady was eminently a favourite in this 
colony. Her residence here had been short ; vet the exalted 
Virtues which marked her character, and those domestic graces 
and attractions which shone with the more lustre by contrast 
with his lordship, had already endeared her to the people ; and 
would have consecrated her person, and those of her children^ 

* . amid the wildest tumult to Which this colony could possibly 
be excited. The people had been extremely wounded by her 
late departure for the Fowey : they considered it as a measure 
of his lordship, and as an unjust reflection both upon the judg* 
ment and generosity of the people of this country. 
I^ey had told him intelligibly enough, that they had formed 

' a much more correct estimate of her worth than he himself ap- 

ned to have done ; and that so far from her being insecure 
le bosom of a people who thus admired,, respected, and 
loved her, his lordship would have acted much more wisely to 
have kept her near his person, and covered himself under^ the 
«acred shield which sanctified her in the eyes of Virginians* 
tn proportion to their regret and mortification at her depar* 
(ttre» was the ardour of delight with which they hailed her re* 
turn. A paragraph in Purdie's paper assured her, that ''her 
arrival at the palace was to the great joy of the citizens of 
Wiiliamsbux^h, and of the people of the whole country, who 
Wd the' most unfeigned regard and affection for her ladyship, 
and wished her long to live among them.*' 

On Thursday, the first of June, the general assembly accord- 
ing to the proclamation of Lord Dunmore, met at the capitol 
in the city of Williamsburgh. He addressed them with great 
Aamestness on the alarming state of the colony ; and exhibited 
the conciliatory proposition of the British ministry, as an ad* 
Vance on the part of the mother-country, which it was the duty 
of the colonists to meet with gratitude and devotion. The 
douncil answered him in a manner perfectly satisfactory ; but 



%efon he could teeeire the answer of the house of bnrg^esses, 
mn inckieiit' occurred, which drove his lordship precipitate!} 
from his palace, and terminated for ever all friendly relations 
betw^een himself and the people of Virginia. 

It seems, that during the kte ferment, produced by the re*- 
»oval of the powder, and while Mr. Henry was on his march 
toward Williamsburgh, some of the inhabitants of the town> 
to the great offence of the graver citizens, hsld possessed them- 
selves of a few of the guns which still remained in the maga- 
cine. This step gave great displeasure as well as alarm to the 
governor ; and although the mayor and council, as well as all 
the more respectable inhiabitants of the town^ condemned it in 
terms us strong as his own, and sincerely united in the means 
which were used to recover the arms, yet his lordship contin- 
tied to brood over it in secret, until, with the aid of the minions 
^f the palace, be hlitched a Scheme of low and cruel revenge, 
sufficient of itself to cover him with immortal infamy. 

It was on Monday night, the fifth of June, that this scheme 
discovered itself. "Last Monday night," says Purdie, "an 
finfortunale accident happened to two persons of this city, who» 
wi^ a number of others, had assembled at the magaz ne, to 
tarnish themselves with arms. Upon their entering the door, 
one of the guns, which had ft spring to it, and was charged 
eight fingers deep with swan-shot, went off, and lodged two 
balls in one of their shoulders, another entered at his wrist, and 
is not yet extracted : the other person had one of his fingers 
shot ofiT, and the next to it so much shattered as to render it 
useless, by which sad misfortune he is deprived of the means 
t>f procuring a livelihood by his business. Spring-guns, it 
fteems, were placed at other parts of the magazine, cj which 
the public were totally ignorant; and certainly had any person 
lost his life, the perpetrator or perpetrators of this diabolical 
invention might have been justly branded with the opprobri- 
ous title of murderers. O tempora ! O mores !" 

The indignation naturally excited by this piece of deliberate 
and barbarous treachery, which was at once traced to Lord 
Dunniore, was iarther aggravated by a discovery that several 
barrels of powder had been buried in the magazine, with the 
purpose, it was reasonably conjectured, of being used as a mine» 
and thus producing still more fatal destruction, when the occa- 
sion should offer. Early on the next morning. Lord Dunmore 
with his family, including Captain Foy, fied from the palace to 
return to it no mpre, and took shelter on board the Fowey, 
from the vengeance which he knew he so justly deserved. No 
trommotion, however, had ensued to justify his retreat. 

The people, indeed, were highly indignant, but they were 

10» 
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AWtki auflt (fAet The ImgmlioiM of his lordship's eosaeiafeet 
had alone fwoduced Ms fUgnl. He left behind him a message.to 
the speaker and house of bumsses, in which he ascribed this 
toiovement to apprehensions for his personal safety; stated thai 
he should fix his residence on board the Fowey ; that no inter- 
ruption should be given to the sitting of the assembly ; that be 
should make the access to him easy and safe ; and thought it 
Would be more agreeable to the house to send to hira« from time 
to timci pne or more of their meknbersy as occasion might re* 
quire, than to put the whole body to the trouble of mdving to 
be near him. 

On receiving this message^ the house immediately resolved 
Itself into a committee of the whole, and prepared an answer, 
tn which they expressed their deep concern at the step which 
he had taken — ^assttrtng him that his apprehensions of personal 
danger were entirely unfounded ; regretting that he had not 
expressed them to the house previous, to his departure, since« 
from their teal and attachment to the preservation of order and 
ffood gov^nmenty they should have judged it their indispensa* 
ble duty to have endeavoured to remove any cause of disquie* 
tude. They express the anxiety with which they contemplate 
the.very disagreeable situation of his most amiable lady and 
her fiimily, and assure him, that they should think themselves 
happy in being able to restore their perfect tranquillity, lyy rs- 
knoving all their fears. 

They regret his departure and the manner of it, as tending 
to keep up the great uneasiness which had of late so unhappily 
prevailed in this country ; and declared that they will cheer^ 
folly concur in any measure that may be proposed, proper for 
the security of himself and his family ; they remind him how 
impracticable it will be to carry on the business of the session 
With any tolerable degree of propriety, or with that despatch 
which the advanced season of the year required, while his lord* 
ship was so ilir removed from them, and so inconveniently sit* 
Uated ; and concludjp with entreating him, that he would be 
pleased to return With his lady and »mily to the palace, which 
they say, they are persuaded will give the greatest satisfaction, 
and be the most likely means of quieting the minds of the 
people. 

This communication was carried down to him by a deputa- 
tion of two members of the council, and four of the house of 
burgesses *, and in reply to lan]guage »o respectful, and assur- 
ances BO friendly and conciliatory, his lordship returned an an- 
swer in which he charged them with having alighted his offers 
of respect and civility, with giving, countenance to the violent 
and disorderly proceeding of the people, and with a usurpation 



I^ATEtCK BSNRY. 115 

of the exeeildve power in ^rderiof and appointing guards to 
mount in the city of Williamsburght ivith the view, (ts was pre" 
knded^ to protect the magazine, but which might well be doubt' 
ed, as there then remained nothing therein which required being 
guarded ; he exhorts them to return within the pale of their con- 
stitutional power; to redress the many grievances which existed; 
to open the courts of justice ; to disarm the independent com- 
panies, and what was not less essential by their own example, 
and every means In their power, to abolish the spirit of perse- 
cution which pursuedf with menaces and acts of oppression, 
.all his n>ajesty*s loyal and orderly subjects. 

For the accomplishment of which ends, he invited them to 
adjourn to the town of York, opposite to which the Fowey lay, 
vhere he promised to meet and remain with them till their 
business^ should be finished. But with respect to their entreaty 
that he would return to the palace, he represents to them that 
unless they closed in with the conciliatory proposition now 
offered to tbem by the British parliament, his return to Wil- 
liamsfourgh would be as fruitless to the people, as possibly it 
might be dangef ous to himself. So that he places the event oi 
his returning, on their acceptance of Lord North's offer of con- 
ciliation. . 

The house of burffess^s now took up that proposition ; and 
having examined it m every light, with the utmost attention, 
they conclude with a firm and dignified rejection of it, and an 
appeal ** to the even-handed justice of that Being who doth no 
wrong ; earnestly beseeching him to illuminate the councils, 
and prosper the endeavours, of those to whom America had 
confided tier hopes, that, through their wise direction, we may 
again see reunited the blessings of liberty and prosperity, and 
the most permanent harmony with Great Britain."* 

A correspondence on another topic was now opened between 
the council an8 burgesses, and the governor, Dunmore. 
' The former addressed him with a request^ that he would or- 
der a large parcel of arms which he had left in the palace to 
be removed to the public magazine, a place of greater safety. 
This he perem)>torily refused ; and ordered that those arms, 
Wonging to the king, should not be touphed without his ex- 
press permission. In their reply, they say, that the arms may 
V in some sort be considered as belonffing to the king, as the su- 
preme faisad of the government, and that they were properly 
under his lordship's direction ; yet^ they humbly* conceived, 
that they were originally provided and had been preserved /or 
the use of the country in cases of emergency. * 

* Thtfe 'Vi||droiit ttid teloquent prodvcdon it frem the same pen which, draw 
^ SecleietMn of Ameticaa liMlepeiidenee^ 
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The palace, they say, had tndeed been hidierto mtteh itssped 
ed, but not so much out of regard to the buildmg, as the resi 
dence of his majesty's representative. Had hts lordship 
thought fit to remain there, they would have had no apprehen- 
sions of danger ; but considering these arms at prtesent as ex>> 
posed to his lordship's servants, and every rude invader^ the 
security derived from his lordship's presence could not now be 
relied on. They, therefore, again entreat him to order the re* 
raoval of the arms to the magazine. They then proceed to 
state, that they cannot decline representing to him that the im* 
portant business of the assembly had been much impeded by • 
his excellency's removal from the palace— that this step had 
deprived them of that free and necessary access to his lord> 
ship, to which they were entitled by the constitution of the 
country — that there were several bills of the last importance 
to the country, now ready to be presented to his excellency for 
his assent. 

They complain of the inconvenience to which they had been 
put in sending their members twelve miles to wait on his ex- 
cellency, on board of one of his majesty's ships of war, to pre- 
sent their addresses — they state that they think it would be 
highly improper, and too great a departure from the constitn* 
tional and accustomed mode of transacting business, to meet 
his excellency at any other place than the capitol, to present 
such bills as were ready for his signature— -and, therefore^ 
beseech him to return for this purpose. 

To all this he gave a very short answer ; that, as to the arms, 
he had already declared his intention, and conceived they were 
meddling with a subject which did not belong to them ; he de- 
sired to know whom they designed by the term rude invader ; 
that the disorders in Williamsburgh and other parts of the 
country, had driven him from the palace ; and thi^ if any incon- 
venience had arisen to the assembly on that account, he was 
not chargeable with it; that they had not been deprived of any 
necessary or free access to him ; that the constitution undoubt- 
edly vested him with the power of calling the assembly to any 
place in the colony, which exigency might require ; that not 
having been made acquainted with the whole proceedings of 
the assembly, he knew of no bills of importance, which, if he 
Were inclined to risk his person again among* the people, the ^ 
ussembly had to present to him, nor whether they wSre such 
«8 he c6u1d assent to. 

In the course of their correspondence he required the house 
to attend him oii board the Fowey, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing his signature to the bills ; and some of the members to pre* 
vent an actual dissolution of the government, and to give effeet 
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10 the many neceissary bills which they had passed, proposed 
to yield to this extraordinary requisition. The project, how* 
ever, was exploded by a member's rising in his place, and re- 
lating the fable of the sick lion and the fox. 

The governor having thus virtually abdicated his office, the 
government was in effect dissolved. The house hereupon 
reaolved» «* That his I«ordship*s message, requiring the house 
to a^ttend him on board one of his majesty's ships-of-war, is a 
high breach. of the rights and privileges of this house." — '' That 
the unreasonable delays thrown into the proceedings of this 
house by the governor, and his evasive answers to the sin- 
cere and decent addresses of the representatives of the people, 
give us great reason to fear, that a dangerous attack may be 
weditated against the unhappy people of this colony." — ** It 
is, therefore, our opinion, they say, that they prepare for the 
preservation of their property, and their inestiinable rights and 
tiberties with the greatest care and attention." 

*^ That we do and will bear faith and true allegiance to our 
most gracious sovereign, George III., our only lawful and 
rij^ful king : that we will, at all timeS) to the utpiost of our 
power, and at the risk of our lives and properties, maintain and 
defend his government in this oojony, as founded on the estab- 
lished laws and principles of the constitution : that it is our 
«iost earnest desire to preserve and strengthen those bonds of 
amity, with all our fellow-subjects in Great Britain, which are 
so y[ery eaaential to the prosperity and happiness of both coun"* 
tries." Having adopted these resolutions without a dissenting 
▼oiee, they adjouvned themselves to the twelfth of October fol- 
lowinj^ ; and the delegates were summoned to> meet in conven* 
lion at the town of Richmond, on the seventeenth of July.* 

Immediately on the adjournment of the house of burgesses, 
a very full meeting of the citizens of Williamsburgh convened, 
on the eall of Peyton Randolph, at the court-house in that city, 
** to consider of the expediency of stationing a number of men 
there for the public safety ; as well to assist the citizens in their 
nightly watches, as to guard against any surprise fcom our ene^ 
mies ; whereupon it was unanimously agreed (until the general 
convention should meet) to invite down from a number of 
counties, to the amount of two hundred and fifty men. Mean* 
while» until they arrived, the neighbouring counties, they say, 
were kind enough to lend them their assistance. 

^ Oa thk ooeutOn, Richard H. Lee« standing with two of the bnrgessea in 
tl» poroh of the capitol, inscribed with his pencil on a pillar of .the oapitol, 
these prophetic lines, from Shakspeare :— 

■^Wlien shall we three meet again 1 
In thundei, Ujrhirtio«< and in rain ; 
When the burly- burly 's done, 
■ Whe» the b<utU*t hit and toon." 
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On the twenty-ninth of June, the Fowey ship, and Magdaliilk 
schooner, sailed from York ; on board the latter went Ladf 
Dunmore, and the rest of the governor's family, bound for £ng^ 
land ; and the colony was for a short time relieved by the r^ 
port that the Fowey carried Lord Dunmore and CajHaia Foy 
on a visit to General Gage^ at Boston. This refport, however, 
was unfounded. The Fowey merely escorted the Magdalen to 
the Capes, and then returned again to her moorings, before 
York. The Otter sloop-of-war, eommanlded by Captain Squire, 
thiereupon fell down to the mouth of York river, with the inten- 
tion of cruising along the coast, and seizing all provision ves* 
sels ; and soon became distinguished at least for the malignity 
of her attempts. The Fowey was relieved by the ship -Merett* 
ry, of twenty-four guns, John Macartney, commander, vnA de- 
parted for Boston, and carrying with her the now obn6icioiit 
Captain Foy. The governor's domestics left the palace, and 
removed to his farm at Montibello, about six miles below Wil* 
liamsburgh ; and the governor himself fixed his station at the 
town of Portsmouth. In this posture of things, on Monday, 
the twenty-fourth of July, seventeen hundred and seventyfiire, 
the colonial convention met at the city of Richmond. ' '« 

The proceedings of this convention were marked by a char* 
acter of great decision and vigour. One of their "first measures 
was an ordinance for raising and imbodying a suffident force 
for the defence and protection of the colony. By ^is ordi* 
nance it was provided, that two regiments of regnlarp^ to con* 
sist of one thousand and twenty privates, rank and file, skoiiM 
be forthwith raised and taken into the pay of the colony ; and 
a competent regular force was also provided for the protiH^tiofi 
of the western frontier. The whole colony was divided into 
sixteen military districts ; with a provision, that a regiment of 
six hundred and eighty men, rank and file, should be raised ott 
the eastern shore district, and a battalion of five hundred in each 
of the o^ers ; to be forthwith armed, trained, furnished iHth 
all military BGCoatrements, and ready to march at a minute*t 
warning. 

A committee, called the committee of safety, was also organs 
i2ed, with functions and powers analogous to those of the ex* 
ecutive department, and apparently designed to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the governor's abdication of that branch 
of the government. 

The convention now proceeded to the appointment of officers 
to command the regular forces. The lofty sti^nd which Mr* 
Henry had taken in the American cause, his increasing popn* . 
larity, and the prompt and energetic movement which he had 
*Yiade in the affair of the gunpowder, brought him strongly be» 



PATRICK HENRY. 119 

fore the view of the house ; and he was elected the colonel of the 
first reflment, and the commander of all the forces raised^ and 
to he raised^ far the defence of the colony. Mr. William Wood- 
Ibrdy who Is said to hare distinguished himself in the French 
and Indian war, was appointed to the command of the second 
reffiment 

The place of rendezvous for the troops was the city of Wil- 
Kamsbnrgh. Mr. Henry was at his post on the twentieth of 
Seplemberi examining the grounds adjacent to the city, for the 
purpose of selecting an encampment ; and the place chosen 
was at the back of William and Mary college. The troops 
were recruited and poured in with wonderful rapidity. The 
papers of the day teem with the annunciation of company aAer 
company^ both regulars and minute-men, with the highe&t en« 
comiums on the appearance and spirit of the troops ; and had 
(he purpbse been offensive war, Colonel Henry was soon in » 
situation to have annihilated any force that Lord Dunmore 
could at that time have arrayed against him. 

But there was, in truth, something extremely singular and 
embarrassing in the situation of the parties in regard to each 
oth^r. . It was not war, nor was it peace. The very ordinance 
by which these troops were raised, was filled with professions 
of allegiance and fidelity to George III. — professions, whose 
sincerity there is the less reason to doubt, because they are 
confined to the exercise of his constitutional powers, and stand 
connected with an expression of their firm determination to 
resist any attempt on the liberties of the country. The only 
intelligible purpose, therefore, for which these troops were 
raised, was a preparation for defence ; and for defence against 
nn attempt to enforce the parliamentary taxes upon this colony. 
With respect taLord Dunmore, he was indeed considered as 
having abandoned the duties of his ofiice : yet still he wde re- 
l^rded as the governor of Virginia; and there seems to have 
been no disposition to ofiTer violence to his person. 

Dunmore, on his part, considered the colony as in a state of 
open and general rebellion ; not merely designing to resist an 
attempt to enforce upon them an obnoxious tax, but to subvert 
the regal government wholly and entirely ; and had his power 
been equal to his wishes, there is no reason to doubt that he 
would nave disarmed the colony, and hung up without cere- 
mony, the leaders of this traitorous revolt, as he affected to 
consider it. His impotence, however, and the aversion of the 
colonists to act otherwise than defensively, produced a suspense 
Aill of the most painful anxiety. 

Iti the meantime. Captain Squire, commander of Jiis majes« 
ty's sloop, the Otter, had been labouring throughout the sum- 
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iner with some success, to chang;e the defeiisive attitude of the 
colony. He was engaged in cruising continually ia James and 
York rirers, plundering the defenceless shores, and carrying 
off the slaves, wherever seduction or force could place tliem iu 
his power. These piratical excursions had wrought up the 
citizens who were not in arms to a yery high jutch of reseat* 
ment ; and an accident soon gave them an opportunity \ii par- 
tial reprisal, which they did not fail to seize. 

On the second of Septemher, the captain, sailing in a tender, 
on a marauding expedition from James to York nver, was en- 
countered by a violent tempest, and his tender was driven on 
shote upon fiack river, near Hampton, It was nighty and the 
storm still raging: — the captain and his men, .distrusting (un« 
justly, as it would seem from the papers) the hospitality of the 
inhabitants, made their escape through the woods ; the vessel 
was on tlie next day discovered and burnt by the people of the 
neighbourhood. In consequence of this act, the captain ad- 
dressed the following letter to the committee of the town of 
Hampton :— 

" Otter sloop, Norfolk river , Sept. 10, 1T76. 

**GsNTL£MKN — ^Whereas, a sloop-tender, manned and arm- 
ed in his majesty's service, was, on Saturday the second iH« 
stant, in a violent gale of wind, cast on shore in Back river, 
Elizabeth county, having on board the undermentioned king's 
stores, which the inhabitants of Hampton thought proper tc 
seize : I am therefore to desire, that the king*s sloop, with all 
the stores belonging to her, be Immediately returned ; or the 
people of Hampton, who committed the putrage, must be an< 
swerable for the consequences. 

** I am, gentlemen, your humble servant, 

•* Matthew 8(iuirk/* 

This letter, with a catalogue of the stores having been com* 
municated to the committee of Williamsburgh, and by them 
having been laid before the commanding officer of the volun- 
teers of that place. Major James Inties, at the head of a hun« 
dred men, who courted the enterprise, flew to Hampton to re- 
pel the threatened invasion. Squire, however, satisfied him- 
self for the present, by falling down to Hampton road, where 
he seized the passage-boats, with the negroes in them, by way 
of reprisal, as he alleged, for the stores, d&c, taken out of his 
tender when driven ashore in the late storm ; " which boats 
and negroes,** adds Purdie's paper of the day, *^ it is likely he 
intends taking into the king's service, to send out a piratiag 
for hogs, fowls, &rC. A very pretty occupation for the captain 
of one of his majesty^s ships-of-war." 

The next paper announces the movements of Squire by a 
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pttragrap^t wbich I extract verbatim^ as showing in an amn* 
Bing light, the spirit of the times, and as Camden says, ^* the 
plain and jolly mirth of aur ancestors," even in the midst of 
miBfortunes : — '* We hear that the renowned Captain Squire, of 
his majesty's sloop Otter, is gone up the bay for Baltimore in 
Matyland ; on his old tTade, it is to be presumed, of negro« 
cftlehing, pillaging the farms and plantations of their stock and 
poultry, and other illustrious actions, highly becoming a 
Squire in the king's nnyy, Some sa^", his errand was to watch 
for a quantity of gunpowder intended fot this colony ; but that 
Dolnahle is now safely landed where he dare not come to svftell 
it" The same paper contains the following answer from the 
committee of Hampton to Squire's letter :-« 
<*^To Matthew Squire, Esq., commander of his majesty's sloop 

Otter, lying in Hampton roads. 

" Hampton, September 16, 17715. 

«« Sir — ^Yours of the tenth instant, directed to the committee 
lof the town of Hampton, reciting, that a sloop-tender on his 
SDSJesty's service was, on the second instant, cast on shore near 
ithis place, having on board some of the king's stores, which 
you say were seized by the inhabitants, and demanding an \m-% 
Biediate return of the same, or thkt the people of Hampton 
amust answer the consequences of such outrage, was this day 
laid before them, who knowing the above recital to be injuri- 
(OUB and untrue think proper here to mention the facts relative 
10 ithis matter. The sloop we apprehend, was not in his ma- 
jesty's service, as we are well assured that you were on a pilla-* 
ging or pleasuring party ; and although it gives us pain to use 
indelicate expressions, yet the treatment receivefd from yoii 
calls for a state of facts, in the simple language of truth, how-* 
ever harsh it may sound. 

" To your own heart we appeal for the candour with which 
we h^ve stated them — to that heart which drove you into the 
iroods in the most tempestuous weather, in one of the darkest 
poigfatSy to avoid the much-injured and innocent inhabitants of this 
county, who had never threatened or ill-used yott— and who 
uronM at that time have received you, we are assured, with 
fkunitmity apd civility, had you made yourself and situation 
Jtnowii to t^em. 

*^ Neither the vessel nor stores were seized by the inhabit- 
fAts of Hampton ; the gunner, one Mr. Gray--rand the pilot, 
pi^e Mr. Ruth-^who were employed by you on this party, are 
men, we hope, who will still assert the truth. From them, di- 
vers of OUT members were informed that the vessel and stores 
together with a good seine, (which you, without cause, so has- 
fUy 4p$efXii,) were given op as irreeoverably lost, by the offit 

11 
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cerst and some of the proprietors, to one Finn, near wboM 
house you were driren on shore, as a reward for his entertain- 
ing you, (S&c, with respect and decency. 

*' The threats of a person whose conduct hath evinced that 
he was not only capahle, but desirous of doing us, in our then 
defenceless state, the greatest injustice, we confess, were sonie- 
what alarming ; but with the greatest pleasure we can inform 
you, our apprehensions are now removed. 

<< Although we know that we cannot legally be called to ac* 
count for that' which you are pleased to style an outrage^ and 
notwithstanding we have hitherto, by you been treated with 
iniquity, we will, as far as in our power lies, do you right upon 
just and equitable terms, 

** First We, on behalf of the community, require from you the 
restitution of a certain Joseph Harris, the property of a gentle- 
man of our town, and all other our slaves whom you may have 
on board ; which said Harris, as well as other slaves, hath been 
long harboured, and often employed, with your knowledge, (as 
appeared to us by the confession of Ruth and others^ and is 
well known to all your men,) in pillaging us under cover of 
night, of our sheep and other live stock. 

** Secondly, We require that you will send on shore all 
boats, with their hands, and every other thing you have detain** 
ed on this occasion. 

*'And lastly. That you shall not, by your own arbitrary 
authority, undertake to insult, molest, interrupt, or detain, the 
persons or property of any one passing to and from this town« 
as you have frequently done for some time past. 

'' Upon complying with those requisitions, we will endeav- 
our to procure every article lefit on our shore, and shall be 
ready to deliver them to your pilot and gunner, of whose 
good behaviour we have had some proofs. 

"We are, &-c., 
** The Committee of Elizabeth City oount^t 
and town of Hampton" 
In the meantime, Squire's threat against Hampton was not 
an empty one, as is proven by the following account of the at- 
tempt to execute it : the article is extracted from a supplement 
to Purdie's paper of October twenty-seventh, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-five : — 

** After Lord Dunmore, with his troops and the navy, had 
been for several weeks seizing the persons and property of his 
majesty's peaeeable subjects in this oolony-^on Wednesday 
night last, a party from an armed tender landed near. Hamptoo, 
and took away a valuable negro slave and a sail from the owuf 
er. Next morning there appeared off the mouth of Hampton 
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tirer, a large armed schooner, a sloop, and three tenders, 
with soldiers on board, and a message was received at Hamp-^ 
ton from Captain Squire, on board the schooner, that he would 
that day land and burn the town ; on which a company of reg- 
ulars, and a company of minute-men,* who had been placed 
there in consequence of former threats denounced against that 
place^ made the best disposition to prevent their landing, aided 
by a body of militia who were suddenly called together on the 
occasion. 

*' The enemy accordingly attempted -to land, bnt were retarded 
by some boats sunk across the channel for that purpose. Upon 
this they fired several small cannon at the provincials without 
any effeet, who in return discharged their small arms so effect^ 
aally, as to make the enemy move off, with the loss of several 
men, as it is believed. But they had, in the meantime, burnt 
down a house belonging to Mr. Cooper, on the river. On in- 
telligence of this reaching' Williamsburgh, about nine o'clock 
it night, a company of rifiemen was despatched to the aid of 
Hampton, and the colonel of the second regiment sent to take 
the command of the whole ; who with ihe company, arrived 
about eight o'clock next morning. 

** The enemy had in the night cut through the boats sunky 
and made a passage for their vessels, which were drawn close 
up to the town, and began to fire upon it soon after the arrival 
of the party from William sburgh ; but as soon as our men 
were so disposed as to give them a few shot, they went off so 
hastily that our people t^ok a small tender, with five white 
men, a woman, and two slaves, six swivels, seven muskets, 
tome small arms, a sword, pistols, and other things, and several 
papers belonging to Lieutenant Wright, who made his escape 
by jumping overboard and swimming away with Mr. King's 
man, who are on shore, and a pursuit it is hoped may over* 
take them. 

'* There were two of the men in the vessel mortally wound* 
ed ; one is since dead, and the other near his end. Besides 
which, we are informed, nine were seen to be thrown over- 
board from one of the vessels. We have not a man even 
wounded. The vessels went over to Norfolk, and we are in* 
formed the whole force from thence is intended to visit Hamp- 
ton this- day. If they should, we hope our b^ave troops are 
prepared for them ; as we can with pleasure assure the public* 

* '* Otptain Oeorge Nicholas commandod the regulars, and Captain Lyne the 
minute* men ; Captain Nicholas, therefore, as being in the regular service, had 
the eommand of .the whole in the first skirmish. This gentleman wae the eld- 
est son of Colonel Robert C Nicholas ; and on the return of peace became 
highly distinguished both as a politician and a lawyer. 
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that every part of them behaved with spirit and bravery, and 
are wishing for another skirmish.*' 

The next paper contains the following card to Gaptaia 
Squire, which is idserted merely as another specimen of the 
character of the times : — 

** WilliamshurgK^ Notemher Sd. 

** The riflemen and soldiers of Hampton desire their compU* 
ments to Captain Squire and his squadron, and wish to knovt 
how they approve the reception they met last Friday. Should 
ke incline to renew his visit, they will be glad to see him ; oth- 
erwise, in point of complaisance, they will be under the neces-* 
sity of returning the visit. If he cannot find the ear that wan 
cut off, ihey hope he will wear a wig to hide the mark ; fdlr 
perhaps it may not be necessary that all should know chance 
had effecied that which' the laws ought to have done^** 

In the meantime, Lord Dunmore, with a motley band ot 
tories, negroes, and recruits from St; Augustine's, was " cutting 
such fantastic capers" in the country round about Norfolk, as 
made it necessary to crush him or drive him from the litate. 
With this view, the committee of safety (who, by their eonsd* 
tution, were authorized to direct all military movements) de» 
tached Colonel Woodford, at the head of about eight hundred 
men to cross James river at Sandy Point, and go in pursuit of 
his lordship. Colonel Henry himself had been anxious for 
this service, and ts said to have solicited it in vain. But the 
committee of safety* seem to have distrusted too much hit 
Want of military experience, to confide to him so imp<Nrtanl 
an enterprise. 

The disgust which Mr. Henry had conceived at the palpable 
reflection on his military capacity was increased by Colonel 
Woodford's refusal to acknowledge his superiority in command. 
This gentleman, after his departure from Williamsburgh, on 
the expedition against Dunmore, considered himself as no longer 
under Mr. Henry's authority ; and consequently addressed all 

♦ The committee of safety was composed of the followiug gentlemen : — ^Ed- 
mund Pendleton, George Mason, Hon. John Page, Richard Bland, Thomas 
Ludwell Lee« Paul Garrmffton, Dudley Digges, WiUiam Cabell, Carter Brax- 
ton, James Mercer, and John Tabb, esquires. The elanae of the ordinance 
of convention which authorized this committee to direct all military move* 
ments, is the following tr- 

"And whereas it may be necessary for the public security, that the forces to 
be raised by Tirtoe of this ordinance should, as occasion mav roqnire, b« 
marched to different parts of the colonv* and that the officers should be sub- 
jeet to a proper control, Be it ordained hf the atUhority aforeMoid, That the offi- 
cers and soldiers under such command shall in all things, not otherwise puticii- 
larly provided for by this ordinance, and the articles established f<nr their legtf* 
latioD, be under the control, and subject to the order of the general conuaitta* 
of safety." 
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kis communications to the convention when in session, and 
wl^en not so, to the committee of safety. On the sixth Decem- 
ber, seventeen hundred and seventy-five, Mr. Henry sent an 
express to Colonel Woodford, with the following letter : — 

** On Virginia service, 
"To William Woodford, Esq., colonel of the second regiment 

of the Virginia forces. 

** Headqtidrter»i Dec* 6, 1775. 

^* Sir — Not hearing of any despatch from you for a long time^ 
t can no longer forbear sending to know your situation, and 
what has occurred. Every one as well as myself, is vastly 
anxious to hear how all stands with you» In case you think 
anything could be done to aid and forward the enterprise you 
have in hand, please to write it. But I wish to know your sit- 
uation, particularly with that of the enemy, that the whole may 
be laid before the conv(pntion now here. The number and de- 
signs oi the enemyt as you have collected it, might open some 
jurospects to us, that might enable us to form some diversion 
in your favour* The bearer has orders to lose no time, and 
return with all possible haste. I am, sir, your most humble 
servant, "P. Hknrt, jun. 

** P. S. Captain Alexander's company is not yet come. 
" Col. Woodford." 

To this letter, on the next day, he received the following 
answer from Colonel Woodford :r~ 

" Qreat Bridge^ 1th Dec, 1776*^ 
"SiE — ^I have received yours per express; in answer to 
which must inform you, that, understanding you were out of 
town, I have not written you before last Monday, by the return 
of the honourable the convention's express^ when I referred you 
to my letter to them for every particular respecting mine and 
the enemy's situation. I wrote them again yesterday and this 
morning, which no doubt they will communicate to you, as 
commanding officer of the troops at Williamsbi^rgh. When 
joined, I shall always esteem myself immediately under your 
command, and will obey accordingly ; but when sent to com- 
mand a separate and distinct body of troops, under the imme- 
diate instructions of the committee of .safety — whenever that 
body or the honourable convention is sitting, I look upon it as 
my indispensable duty to address my intelligence to them, a» 
the supreme power in this colony. 

** If I judge wrong, I hope that honourable body will set me 
right I would wish to keep up the greatest harmony between 
us, for the good of the cause we are engaged in ; but cannot 
bear to be supposed to have neglected my duty, whe» I h»v# 

ir 
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done everylbiag 1 eonceived to be so. The enemjr are strongs 
ly fortified on &e other side the bridge, and a great number of 
negroes and tones with them ; my prisoners disagree as to thtf 
nambers. We are situate here in mud and mire, exposed to 
every hardship that can be conceived, but the want of proris-^ 
ions, of which our stock is but small, the men suffering foif 
shoes ; and if ever soldiers deserved a second blanket in any 
service, they do in this ; our stock of ammunition much re-* 
duced, no bullet-moulds that were good for anything sent to 
run up our lead, till those sent the other day by Mr. Page. 
If these necessaries and better arms had been furnished in time 
for this detachment, they might hate prevented much trouble 
and great expense to this colony. 

*' Most of those arms I received the other day from Williams- 
burgh are rather to be considered as lumber^ than fit to be put 
in men*s hands, in the face of an enemy s with milch repair, 
some of them will do ; with those, and what I have taken front 
the enemy, hope to be better armed in a few days. I hafl^ 
written to the convention, that it was my opinion, die rreatest 
part of the first regiment ought immediately to march to Ae 
scene of action with some cannon, and a supply of ammttnition« 
and every other necessary for war that the colony can muster^ 
that a stop may be put to the enemy's progress. 

*^As to the Carolina troops and caiinon, they are hf ilo 
means what I was made to expect : sixty of them Are here, and 
one hundred will be here to-morrow ; mofe, it ts said, will fol* 
low in a f^w days, under Colonel It owe ; badly armed, cannon 
not mounted, no furniture to them. How long these people 
will choose to stay, it is inkpossible for me to say ; ntne^-niae 
in one hundred of these lower people rank tories. From aU 
these informations, if you can make a diversion in my favour^ 
it will be of service to the colony, and very acceptable to my^ 
self and soldiers ; whom, if possible, I will endeavour to keep 
easy under their hard duty, but begin to doubt whether it will 
be the case long." 

In two days after the receipt of this letter, came the newt 
of the victory of the Great Bridge, by which Colonel Wood«' 
ford at once threw into the shade the military pretensions of 
all the other state officers ; a circumstance not very well cal- 
culated to gild the pill of contumacy, which he had just present*' 
ed to the commander-in-chief. 'Die committee of safety had 
now a delicate part to act between these two officers ; they 
were extremely anxious to avoid the decision of the question 
which had arisen between them, seeing very distinctly that 
tkeir decision could not but disappoint very painfully that gen- 
Ueman who was their favourite officer. 



They seem to hav^ been, apprehentire that C<4onel Wood-* 
ford would l»e led, by tint decision, to resign m disgust ; and 
were justly alarmed at tbe ld«a of losing thel /lerriees of so 
valuable an officer* espeeially after the distinction which he 
had recently gained at the Great Bridge. Mr. Henry, howev- 
er, inftisted that the committee or convention should determine 
the question, as being the only way to settle the construction 
«)f his commission. It was accordingly taken up, and decided 
by the following order of the committee : — 

" In Committee — DecemJ^er^ mdcclxxv 

"Resolved, unanimously, That Colonel Woodford, although 
ticting upon a separate and detached cotiunaad, ought to cor* 
Irespond with Colonel Ilenry^ and make returns to him at prop* 
^r times of the state and condition of the forces under his com-» 
mand ; and also that he is subject to his orders, when the con* 
Vention^ or the committee of safety, is not sitting, but that while 
tither of those bodies are sitting, he is to receive his orders 
from one bf them.** 

The address which was thought necessary in communicating 
this resolution to Qplonel Woodford, is a proof of the very 
high estimate in which he was held by the committee ; and thli 
^ame evidence furnishes very decisive proof that Colonel Hen- 
hr had not owed his military appointment to the suffrage oi 
those members of the committee who maintained the corres- 
pondence. Thus, on the thirteenth of December, seventeien 
Hundred and seventy-five, a member of the convention address- 
ed a letter to Colonel Woodford, which seems to have been a 
preparative for the resolution of the committee, and is certain- 
ly suited; with great dexterity, to that object ; the writer, afler 
some introductory observations, says: — "Whether you arc 
obliged to make your returns to Colonel H — y, and to send 
your despatches through him to the convention and committee 
of safety, and also from those bodies through him to you, must 
depend upon the ordinance and the commission he bears. 

"You will observe his commission is strongly worded, be- 
yond whet I believe was the intention of the person who drew 
it* — ^but the ordinance, I think, clearly gives the convention, 

* The committee appointed to draw tip and report the forms of cotuwM^ 
akms, for the officers of the troone to be raised by order of the convention df 
the sammer of 1775, were, Mr. sanieter, Mr. Laweon, fir. Walkina, and Mr. 
Holt ; and on the S6th of Angnst, 1776, Mr. Banister from this committee re-^ 
ported the following :-^ 
** Form of a comm»9Um for the edond of the firtt regiment, tmd eommtmier 

of the reguhr foreee. 
"The committee of safety for the colony of*^ Virginia to Patrick Henry, Esq. 

*' Whereas by a resolution of the delegates of this colony, in convention a»* 
Mmbled, it was determmed that you, the said Patrick Henry, Esq., should btf 
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and coaimittee of safety acting under their authority, the abso 
lute direction of the troops. The dispute between jou must 
be occasioned, I suppose, (for I hare not seen your letter to 
the colonel,) by disregrard of him as a commander, after the 
adjournment of the committee of safety, and before the meet- 
ing of the convention ; at which time, I am apt to think, tfiough 
I am not military man enoueh to determine, your correspond- 
ence should have been with nim as commanding officer. 

*« I have talked with Colonel Henry about Uiis matter ; he 
thinks he has been ill treated, and insists the officers under his 
command shall submit to his orders. I recommended it to 
him to treat the business with caution and temper ; as a differ- 
ence at this critical moment between ouir troops would be at- 
tended with the most fatal consequences ; and took the liberty 
to assure him you would, I Was certain, submit to whatever 
was thought just and reasonable. He has laid the letter before 
the committee of safety, whose sentiments upon the subject I 
expect you must have received before this. I hope it will not 
come before the convention, but from what Colonel Henry 
said, he intimated it must, as it could be no otherwise deter- 
mined. 

** My sehtiments upon that delicate point, I partly communi- 
cated upon the expected junction of the Carolina troops with 

cokmel of the fint regiment of re|[uUrs, and comnunder-in-chief of aH the 
forces (o be raised for the protection and defence of this colonj ; and by aa 
ordinance of the samid convention it is provided, that the committee of safety 
should issue all mi\itlity commissions : Now, in pursuance of the said power to 
us mnted, and ih tOmotmity to the appointment of the conyention, we, the 
said committee of safety, do constitate and commission you, the said Patiick 
Hen^Tt £eq» colmiel of the first reg^iment of regulars, and eonMumder-m-ckUf 
of aUtuch other forces «r may^ hy order of thi tonvenHont or commUtee of «s^ 
ty, be directed to act in eonfunctionflbiik iA«m; and with the said forces, or any 
of them, you are hereby empowered to fesist and repel all hostile invasions, and 
^uell and suppress any insurrections which may be made or attempted 
Against the peace and safety of this his majesty's colony and dominion. 

"And we do require you to exert your utmost efforts for the promotion pfdis- 
«:ipline and order among the officers and soldiers under your command, agreeable 
to such ordinances, rules, and articles, which are now or hereafter may be, institu- 
M for the government and regulation of the army ; and that you pay doe obe* 
dience to all orders and instructions, which, from time to time, you may receive 
from the convention or committee of safety ; to hold, ezerciso, and enjoy the 
viud office of colonel and commander-in-chief of the forces, and to perform 
«nd execute the power and authority aforesaid, and all other things which are 
tmly and of right incidental to your said office, dorinff the pleasure of the 
convention, and no longer. And tee do hereby require asi2 command all q/ieera 
wU foMi'grs, tuid every pereonwhMtMoevert in amy teay €onceme4t to be obedieai 
ami auiaiing to you in ati thinga, Umeking the due execution of this p oh u wi V 
giouf recording to the fwrvort or inUnt thereof 

*« Given under our hands at this day of Anno 

Den. 177 v** 
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Ours which I presume you hotve received. By your letter yes-* 
terday to the president, I find you agree with me. I very cor^ 
dially congratulate yon on the success at. the Bridge aud the 
reduction of the fort, which will give our troops the benefit oi* 
better and more wholesome ground. Your letter came to the 
convention just time enough to rei^d it before we broke up, as 
it was nearly dark ; it was however proposed and agreed^ that 
the president should transmit you the approbation of your con- 
duct in treating with kindness and humanity the unfortunate 
prisoners; and that your readiness to avoid dispute. about rank 
with Colonel Howe, they consider as a further mark of your 
attachment to the service of your country. 

'* I have had it in contemplation paying you a visit, but have 
not been able to leave the convention, as many of our members 
are absent and seem to be in continual rotation, some going, 
others returning. We shall raise many more battalions, and, 
as soon as practicable, arm some vessels* A commander or gen<- 
eral, I suppose, will be sent us by the congress, as it is expect- 
ed our troops will be upon continental pay. I pray God to 
protect you, and prosper all your endeavours.'* 

But the letter from the chairman of the committee, which 
enclosed the resolution is a masterpiece of address, so far slb 
relates to the feelings of Colonel Woodford ; though certainly 
not well judged to promote the permanent harmony of those 
officers, by inspiring sentiments of respect and subordination 
for the superior. The letter bears date on the twenty-fourth 
of December, seventeen hundred and aeventy-five ; it is writ^ 
ten in a strain of the most frank and. cojidliatory friendship—' 
full of deserved eulogy on Colonel Woodford's conduct — and 
Very far from complimentary to the colonel of the first regiment. 

In relation to this gentleman, (after having mentioned the 
resolution of raising other regiments,) he ""says : **The field- 
officers to each regiment will be. named here, and recommend- 
ed to congress ; in case our army is taken into- continental pay, 
they will send commissions. A general officer will be chosen 
there, I doubt not, and sent us ; lOith that matter ^ I hope we 
shall not intermeddle^ lest it should be thought propriety re^ 
^ires our calling or rather recommending our present first 
ojficer to thai station. 

** Believe me, sir, the unlucky step of calling that gentleman 
from our councils, where he was Useful, into the field, in .an 
important station, the duties qf which he must, in the nature ol 
things, be an entire strangely to, had given me many an anxiou* 
and uneasy moment. In consequence of this mistaken step, 
which cannot now be retracted ^ or remedied, for he has done 
nothing worthy of degradation, and must keep his rank, we 
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must be deprived of the service of some able officers, ^bose 
honour and former ranks will not suffer them to act under him 
in this juncture, when we so much need their services ; how- 
ever, I am told, that Mercer, Buckner> Dangerfield, and Wee- 
den, will serve, and are all thought of» I am also told, that 
Mr. Thurston and Mr. Millikin are candidates for regiments : 
the latter, I believe, will raise, and have a Crerman one. In 
thf course of these reflections, my great concern Is on your 
aecount. 

'* The pleasure I have enjoyed in finding your army conduct- 
ed with wisdom and success, and your conduct meet with the 
general approbation of the convention and country, makes me 
more uneasy at a thought thiit the country should be deprived 
of your services, or you made uneasy in it, by any untoward 
circumstances* I had seen your letter to our friend Mr. Jones, 
(now a member of the committee of safety,) and besfides that. 
Colonel Henry has laid before the committee your letter to 
him^ and desired our opinion whether he was to command yon 
or not 

" We never determined this till Friday evening ; a copy of 
the resolution I 'enclose you. If this will not be a^eeable, and 
prevent future disputes, I hope some happy medium will be 
suggested to effect the purpose, and make you easy $ for the 
colony cannot part with you, while trodps are necessary to be 
continued." 

Mr. Henry had too much sagacity Hot to perceire the light 
in which he was viewed by the committee of safety, and too 
much sensibility not to be wounded by the iHscovery. His 
situation was indeed, at this time, most painfully embarrassing. 
The rank which he had held was Aill of the promise of honour 
and distinction; he was the first officer of the Virginia forces ; 
the celebrity which he had already attained among his country* 
men, not only by his political resistance to the measures of the 
British parliament, but by the bold and daring military enter- 
prise which he had headed the preceding year, in the aflhir of 
the gunpowder, led his countrymen to expect, that the appoint- 
ment which he now held would not be a barren one, but that 
he would mark it with the characters of his extraordinary ge- 
nius, and become as distinguished in the field as he had been ill 
the senate. 

He knew that these expectations were entertained, and had 
every disposition to realize them ; but his wishes ahd his hopes 
were perpetually overruled by the committee ot safety, who 
commanded over him, and who gratuitously distrusting his ca- 
pacity for war, would give him no opportunity of making trial 
of it. Yet Mr. Henry, untried, has been most unjustly slighted 
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as a soldier, and spoken of as a mere military eipher ! If I 
have not been misinformed, some of those who composed this 
▼ery committee did, in aftertimes, frequently allude to this pe- 
riod of his life* to proye the practical inutility- of his character, 
and have applied to him the saying, which Wilkes applied to 
Lord Chatham, that ** all bis power and efficacy was seated hi 
his tongue*"* 

What figure he might hare made in war, had the opportu* 
nity been allowed him, can now be only matter of speculation* 
His personal bravery, so far as I have heard« has never been 
called in question ; or if it has, it has been without evidence ; 
and neither his ardour in the public cause, nor his strong natu« 
ral sense, can with any colour of justice be disputed. If we 
superiidd to diese (Qualities that presence of mind, that prompti* 
tude, boldness, and novelty of vtew-^that dexterous address. 
and fertility of expedient, for which he was remarkable — ^I can 
see no reason to doubt, that he would have justified the highest 
expectations of his admirers^ had he bec^n permitted to com- 
mand the expedition which he courted. 

As to his want of experience, the alleged ground for keep- 
ing him so ignominiously confined to headquarters, he pos-< 
sessed pretty nearly as much experience as Colonel Washing-* 
ton had when he covered the retreat of Brad dock's routed 
forces ; as much, too, as those young generals of ours who 
have recently* covered themselves with so much glory on our 
northern frontier : nor would it seem to comport with that re- 
spect which the committee owed* to the convention, from whom 
both Colonel I^enry and themselves had received their respect- 
ire appointments, to arrogate the power of reversing the decree 
of the convention, and practically degrading the officer of their 
first choice. It is certain that the committee were severely 
spoken of at the day, and thai the people, as well as the 
soldiery, did not hesitate openly to impute their conduct toward 
Mr. Henry to personal envy. 

Other humiliations yet awaited him. Shortly afler the afilair 
of the Great Bridge, Colonel Howe, of North Carolina, at the 
bead of five or six hundred men of that state, joined Colonel * 
Woodford ; and taking the command of the whole^ with the 
consent of the latter gentleman, who yielded to the seniority of 
bis commission, marched with their nnited forces into Norfolk, 
which had been evacuated by the British. From this post 
Colonel Howe continually addressed his communications to the 
committee of safety, oar to the convention ; and Colonel Henry« 

huf&sim% juojmm 9innii «t«, niriwque in lingua aita ett. 

SaUu9t QtoMa Hc JDe Rep. Ord^ 
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after having seen his lawful righU and honours transferred in 
the first instance, to an inferior officef of his own, had now 
the mortification of seeing himself completely superseded, and 
almost annihilated, by an officer from another state of only 
equal rank. 

But even this was not all : six additional regiments had been 
raised by the £onvention« and congress had been solicited to 
take the Virginia troops on continental establishment They 
resolved to take the six new regiments, passing by the two firsti 
a discrimination which conveys so palpable a reflection on the 
two first regiments, that it is difficult to account for it, excepl 
by the secret influence of that unfriendly star, which had hith-c 
erto controlled and obscured Mr. Henry's military destinies. 
The measure was so exactly ddjosted to the' wish expressed by 
Colonel Woodford's correspondent, that congress wonld not 
devolve the chief command of the Virginia forces on Colonel 
Henry, that it is difficult to avoid the suspicion that the sag^ 
gestion came from the same quarter, 

The convention, however, now interfered in behalf of their 
favourite; and remonstrated against this degradation of the 
officers of their first choice ; earnestly recommending it to 
congress, if they adhered to their resolution of taking into eon<« 
tinental pay no more than six regiments, to suffer the two first 
to stand first in the arrangement. This course was accordingly 
adopted; but, at the same tivie, commissions ofhrigadiern 
general were forwarded by congress to Colonel Howe^ and 
Colonel Andrew hewis. 

The reader, if he knows anything of the scrupulous and 
even fastidious delicacy with which military officers watch the 
most distant reflection upon their competency, will not be sur^ 
prised that Mr, Henry refused the cofttiniental commisiion of 
colonel,* which was now ofifered to him and immediately re? 

^ The following is an exact copy of the commission sent from the general 
congress to the committee of safety, appointing Colonel Henry to the com? 
mand of the first regiment, or battalion, m this colony, taken upon the coolb 
nental establishment, agreeable to the requisition of the last convention :-r 

"In Congrxss* 

'* T^ delegatee of the United Colonies of New Hampshire, Ma8sa6)uisfitt« 
bay, Rhode Island, ConDecticnt, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylyani^ the 
counties of New Castle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virgin- 
ia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, to Ptstrick Henry, Esq. ^^rt 
** We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your patrietiMB, Tml^cif, 
conduct, and fidelity, do, by these presents constitute and appoint you to be 
colonel of the first battalion of Virgmia forces, in the army of the United Coi< 
onies, raised for the defence of Americah liberty, and for repelling erdiy ho8< 
tile invasion thereof. You are, therefore, carefully and diligently to dtfchaip 
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signed that wjiich be held ^rom the stajte. His resignalion pro- 
duced a commotion in the camp, which wore at first an alarm- 
ing aspect ; and would probably have had an extremely nnpro- 
pitious effect on the military efforts of the state, had it not been 
instantaneoualy quelled by his own patriotic exertions. The 
following is the notice of this transaction from Purdie's paper 

of March first, seventeen hundred and seventy-six : 

^'Yesterday morning, the troops in this city being informed 
that Patrick Henry, esquire, commander-in-chief of the Virginia 
forces, was about lo leave them, the whole went into deep 
moumiof , and being under arms« waited on him at his lodg- 
ings, when they addressed him in the following manner; — 

•* ' To Patrick Henry ^ jun,. Esquire. 

" * Deeply impressed with a grateful sense of the obligations 
we lie imder to you, for the polite, humane, and tender treat- 
ment manifested to us through the whole of your conduct, 
while we had the honour of being under your command, per- 
mit us to offer you our sincere thanks, as the only tribute we 
have in our power to pay to your real merits. Notwithstand- 
ing your withdrawing yourself from the service fills us with 
the most poignant sorrow, as it at once deprives us of our 
father and general ; yet, a^ gentlemen, we are compelled to 
applaud your spiHted resentment to the most glaring indigni- 
ty* May your merit shine as conspicuous to the world in gen- 
eral, as it hath done to us, and may Heaven shower its choicest 
blessings upon you !' 

" To which he returned the following answer :-— 

"•Gentlemen — I am exceedingly obliged to you for your 
approbation of my conduct. Your address does me tlfe high- 
est honour. This kind testimony of your regard to me would 
have been an ample reward for services much greater than 

the duty of colonel, by dloing and performing all manner of things thereunto 
belonging. 

" And we do strictly charge and require all officers and soldiers under your 
commaiid to be obedient to your orders as colonel. And you aro to obseire « 
and follow such orders and directions, from time to time, as you shall receive 
from this or a future congress of the United Colonies, or committee of con- 
giess, for that purpose appointed, or commander-in-chief for the time being of 
the army of the United Colonies, or any other superior officer, according to 
the mles and discipline of war, ki pursuance of the trust reposed in you. This 
commission to continue in force until revoked by this ot a future congress. 
" By order of the Congress, 



'Attest, 

"Grablis Tmomsom, Secretary. 
** PhOadaplua, Feb. 1»A, 177<." 
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tho«e / have had the power to ferform, I return you* and 
each of you, gentlemen, my best acknowledgments for the 
spirit, alacrity, and seal you have constantly shown in your 
sereral stations. I am unhappy to part with you. I leave the 
service, but I leave my heart with you. . May God bless you, 
and give you success and safety, and make you the glorious 
instrument of saving our country.* 

*< After the officers had received Colonel Henry's kind an* 
swer to their address, they insisted upon his dining with them 
at the Raleigh tavern, before his departure : and after dinner a 
number of them proposed escorting him out of town, but were 
prevented in their resolution by some uneasiness geitting among 
the soldiery, who assembled in a tumultuous manner, and de- 
manded their discharge, declaring their unwillingness to serve 
under any other commander ; upon which Colonel Henry 
found it necessary to stay a night longer in town ; which he 
spent in visiting tne several barracks, and used every argument 
in his power with the soldiery, to lay aside their imprudent 
resolution, and to continue in the service which he had quitted 
from motives in which his honour alone was concerned ; and 
that, although he was prevented from serving his country in a 
military capacity, yet his utmost abilities should be exerted for 
the real interest of the united colonies, in support of the glori- 
ous cause in which they have engaged. * 

''This, accompanied with the extraordinary exertions of 
Colonel Christian and other officers present, happily produced 
the desired effect, the soldiers reluctantly acquiescing 1 and we 
have now the pleasure to assure the public, that thos^ brave 
fallows are now pretty well reeonciled, and will spend the laM 
drop of iheir blood in their country's defence." 

This is the man who has been sometimes branded as a tur* 
bulent, seditious, factious demagogue \ Had he been of this 
character, what an occasion was here to have provoked it to 
action ! This love for the nian and the officer, and this resent- 
ment of the indignities to which he had been subjected, were not 
confined to the camp at Wiliiamsburgh ; they pervaded the 
whole army, and were felt and expressed by the following ad- 
dress, signed by upward of ninety officers at Kemp^s landing 
and Suffi)lk, {in Colonel Woodford^ s camp,) as well as at Wil- 
iiamsburgh ; and printed by their desire in Purdie's paper of 
the twenty-second of March^ seventeen hundred and seventy* . 
five: — 

** Sirt— Deeply concerned for the good of our eountry, we 
smeerefy lament the unhappy necessity of your resignatiottf 
and with all the warmth of affection assure you, that* whatever 
Ijaaj hay^ given rise to the indignity lately offered to yott» wc 
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join wiffii the general voice afthe people, and iliink it our duty 
to make this public declaration of our high respect for your 
distiHguisbed merit. To your vigilance and judgment as. a 
senator this united continent bears ample testimony ; while she 
prosecutes her steady opposition to those destructive ministe- 
rial measures which your eloquence first pointed out and taught 
to resent^ and your resolution led forward to resist. 

" To your extensive popularity the service also is greatly in- 
debted, for the expedition with which the troops were raised ; 
and, while they were continued under your command, the firm- 
ness, candour, and politeness^ which formed the complexion of 
your conduct toward themt obtained the signal approbation of 
the wise and virtuous, and will le&ve upon our minds the most 
grateful impression. Although retired from the immediate 
concerns of war^ we solicit the continuance of your kindly at- 
tention. We know your attachment to the best of causes ; we 
have the fullest confidence in your abilities, and in the recti- 
tude of your views ; and however willing the envious may be 
to undermine an established reputation, we trust the day will 
come, when justice shall prevail, and thereby secure you an 
honourable and happy return to the glorious employment of 
conducting our councils, and hazarding your life in the defence 
of your country* ^ 

** With the most grateful sentiments of regard and esteem, 
we are^ sir, very respectfully, your most obliged and obedient 
humble servants.'* 

If any doubt can be entertained as to the body to which this 
imputation of envy pointed, it will be removed by the following 
defence of the committee of safety, extracted from the sup* 
plement to Purdie's paper ofnhe fifteenth of March, seventeen 
hundred and seventy-six : — 

*'Mr. PuRDit: — I am informed a report is prevailing through 
the colony, that the committee of safety were the cause of 
Colonel Henry's resigning the command of his battalion; which 
it is supposed hath received confirmation from the address of 
the officers to that gentleman, in which they speak of a glar* 
ing indignity having been bfifered him, if it was not wholly 
derived from that source. That the good people of the coun- 
try may be truly informed in this matter, the following state of 
facts is submitted, without comment, to the impartial judgment 
of the public : — 

'* As soon as the last convention had voted the raising seven 
new battalions of troops, besides augmenting the old ones, the 
eommittee of safety informed our delegates to congress of that 
vote, desiring they would use their best endeavours to have the 
whole supported at continental expense ; in ansvfer to which. 
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a letter was received from the delegates, dated the thirtieth ot 
Deeembei, of which the following is an extract t •The resolu- 
tions of congress for taking our six additional [they would not 
agree to take our other two] battalions, into continental pay, 
and for permitting an exportation for supplying our country- 
men with salt, are enclosed.' 

•' It was supposed from hence, an intention prevailed in con* 
gress to pass by the two old battalions, and take six of the 
new ones into continen^l pay; which, as it was said those 
officers would take precedency of provincial ones of equal rank, 
was generally thought wrong, since it would degrade the offi- 
cers of the two first battalions ; and, to avoid this, the conven- 
tion came to a resolution, the tenth of January, of which the 
following is part : * Should the congress adhere to their reso- 
lution of taking into continental pay no more than six battal* 
ions, let it be earnestly recommended to them to suffer our two 
present battalions (to be completed as before mentioned) to 
stand first in the arrangement ; since, otherwise, the officers 
first appointed by this convention, most of whom have already 
gone through a laborious and painful service, will be degraded 
in their ranks, and there is too much reason to apprehend that 
great confusion will ensue/ 

" The worthy gentlemen {not a member of the committee of 
safety) who proposed this resolution, informed the conventiout 
he had consulted some of the officers of the first regiment, who 
wished to have their rank preserved, though it was foreseen 
the pay would be reduced. 

•* The committee of safety, in a letter to the delegates, dated 
Che twenty-fifth of January, enclosing this resolution, thus 
write : ' You have a list of the fi^ld officers as they stand re* 
commended, and we doubt not receiving the commissiofis in 
the like order, with blanks for the proper number of captains 
and subalterns. If, however, the resolution of congress should 
be unalterably fixed to allow us but six battalions, you will 
please to attend to that part of the resolve which recommends 
their being the first six, as a point* of great consequence to our 
tiarmony, in which may be involved the good of the common 
cause.' 

** The committee of safety iifterward received the commis- 
sions wholly filled up for the field officers of six battalions, in 
the rank they stood recommended by the convention, begin- 
ning with Colonel Henry, and ending with Colonel Buckner of 
the sixth battalion, with directions to deliver them. Colonel 
Henry was accordingly offered his commission, which he de^^ 
clinea accepting, and retired without assigning any reasons. 

•^As to the general officers, the convention left them en* 
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Cirel^ (o the choke of the tongremi^ without recommenda- 
tion i nor did the committee of safety at all intermeddle in that 
choice. '* A Friend to Truth." 

Immediately following this defence of the committee, in the 
same paper, are the two following articles : — 

** Mr. Purdie — *rhe address of the officers to Colonel Hen- 
ry, and the colonel's reply, have l^d some of our enemies to 
hope that there would be great discontent in the army, by 
which our military operations would^ be retarded, and that there 
would be a considerable murmuring against the congress ; but 
they are much miataken. It is true the soldiers and officers 
were very unhappy at parting with so amiable a commander as 
Colonel Henry ; ancF might be a little imprudent in some ex- 
pressions on the occasion ; but there is not a man of them who 
is not so warmly attached to the glorious cause he b engaged 
in, as to serve with alacrity under any commander, rather than 
it should suffer. 

** And Colonel Henry himself is a gentleman of so much 
honour, and so true a patriot, that he will never countenance a 
murmur against the congress ; nay so far from it, that it is 
highly probable he will soon be found in that august assembly, 
ofging with his powerful eloquence, the. necessity of prosecu- 
ting Uie war with redoubled vigour. I am a sincere friend to 
the congress and to Colonel Henry." » 

"MrPurdie, • . 

** * Envy will merit as its shade pursue : 

But, like the shadow, proves the substance true.' — Pops. 

*' I was not surprised to see, in your last week's gazette, the 
resignation of Patrick Henry, esquire, late eommai^der-in-chief 
of ail the Virginia forces, and colonel of the first regiment. 
From that gentleman*s. amiable disposition, his invariable per* 
severance in the cajuse of liberty, we apprehend that envy 
strove to bury in obscurity his martial talents. Fettered andr 
confined^ with only an €mpty title^ the mere echo of authority^ 
his superior abilities lay inactive, nor could be exerted for 
his honour, or his country*s good. 

** Virginia may truly boast, that in him she finds the able 
statesman, the soldier*s father, the best of citizens, and liber- 
ty's dear friend. Clad with innocence, as in a coat-of-maiL he 
is proof againat every serpentile whisper. The officers and 
soldiers, who know him, are riveted to his bosom ; when he 
speaks, all is silence ; when he orders, they cheerfully obey ; 
and in the field, under so sensible, so pi^dent an officer, thoueh 
kosts oppose them, with shouts they meet their armed foe, th# 
««re pttesages of victory and success. 
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**Let us; tny countrymen, with grateful hedirts, remembef 
that he carried off the standard of liberty, and defeated Gren* 
ville in his favourite stamp-aCt, 

<* * While many dreaded, till with pleasing eye, 
Saw tyranny before brave Henry fly.' 

" I am, Mr. Purdie, your friend* and a well*wisher to Vir- 
ginia. **An Honest Farmer." 

It is very clear from the last piece, as well as from the ad* 
dress of the ninety officers, which hai^ been already given, and 
which was published by their desire ill R paper subseq^ient i6 
that which contains the defence of the committee--, that that de- 
Hence had been by no means satisfactory ; and that either the 
committee as a body, or what is more probable, some Individ^ 
Yial or individuals of it, were sdll believed to have had a secret 
hand in planning and directing the series of indignities which 
had driven Mr. Henry from a military life. 

I-t would seem that the truly respectable and venerable chair^ 
man of that committee came in at the time for his full propor^ 
tion of this censure, and that he smarted severely under it: 
this I infer, from a letter of his to Colonel Woodford some 
time afterward, in answer to one by which that gentleman had 
consulted him ks to the propriety of his resigning his commis^^ 
sion. After having dissuaded him from this step by other top* 
ics, he proceeds thus : — ^*I am apprehensive that your resigna*' 
tion will be handled to your disadvantage, from a certain 
quarter^ where all reputations are sacrificed for the sake of 
one ; what does it signify, that he resigned without any such 
cause, or assigning any reason at all ? it is not without exam' 
pie, that others should be censured for what he is applauded 
for:' 

* This acrimony, so unusual from a man of Mr Pendleton^i 
benevolence -and courtesy, could have been wrung from him 
only by the bitterest provocations ; and renders it highly pfob- 
able, that the numerous and enthusiastic admirers of Mr. Hen-' 
ry had implicated this gentleman deeply in the indignities 
which had recently been offered to their favourite. 

The necessity of placing this incident of Mr. Henry's liAs 
in its true light, upon the evidence in my possession, has im- 
posed upon me a very painful duty in regard to Mr. Pendleton. 
TVith the justice or injustice of the .construction placed upon 
his conduct in relation to Mr. Henry, I have nothing to do. 
Even if just, the infirmity of human nature may be easily eX'^ 
cused in feeling some uneasiness at the eclipsing brightness 
with which Mr. Henry had rushed, like a comet, to the bead of 
affairs in Virginia. 
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' It deamiicls, howerer, no imeotnmon measure of chanty to 
betiere, tbst what was imputed (o envy at the time, proceeded^ 
so fkv as Mr. Pendleton wae coneerned, from a single eye to 
the public good, and a stax?ere belief on his part, (an opinion 
in which he was by no meians singular,) that Mr. Henry's inex- 
perience in military affairs made it unsafe to commit to his 
Management the infancy of our wan 

The people required to be animated by success in the onset ( 
aMd it was therefore very natural in the committee of safety, on 
wbom the responsibility for the management of the war de- 
?(»lTedt to' select, for the first enterprises, the most experienced 
coimnander. Mr* Pendleton was too virtuous a man, and too 
lailhful a patriot, to have yielded consciously to any other 
motive of actl^^n than the public good> His country has fixed 
its seal upon bis exalted character, iind the writer of these 
sketches is mu'Ch more disposed t^ brighten than to efface the 
impression. 

The motive pf Mr. H^ry*s resignation of his commission 
which have beien stated^ are very easily and clearly deducible 
from the .papers of the day, and were expressly avowed by him 
to 'tita confidential friends and brother-in*law, Colonel Mere^ 
dith^* To . other friends, however, he stated that -he was 
the more reconciled to the necessity which had compelled 
hioL to resign, because he believed that he could perhaps serve 
the cause of his country more effettually in the public councils 
ihan in the field.t 

Immediately upon his resignation he was elected a delegate 
to the convention from* the county of Hanover. The session 
of that body, which was now coming on, was pregnant with 
importance. Dunmore had abdicated the chair of government^ 
aiid the royal authority in the colony was seen and felt no long** 
er^ but in acts of hostility. 

The king had declared from his throne, that the colonists 
imst be reduced by force to submit to the British claim of tax** 
^tion ; and the colonists, on their part, had avowed that they 
^▼er would submit to this prostration of their rights ; but, on 

* These tre Colonel Meredith^s words : — '* P. H. in a communication to Colo« 
)a^ M. stated bis motiVes for residing his commission as colonel. He con- 
ceived himself n^lected, by younger ofRcers having been put above him> and 
preferred to 1dm; particularly in the affair of the Ghreat Brioge, where he wish- 
ed to have commanded ; but Colonel Woodford received that appointment 
He disliked his being kept in and about Williamsbur^h, and not appointed to 
mne important post or expedition. He was thus mduced to think he wu 
kieglected by those vfho had the power ^f appomtment. He therefore rr- 
ttigned." 

t^dct Tyler, in : Captaih Geoi^e Dabusy^ 
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the contrary, that they wonld hand down to their children til^ 
birthright of liberty which they had enjoyed, or peri»h in the at* 
tempt. On this quarrel arms had been taken np on both sides, 
^nd the appeal had been made to the God of battles. The war 
ihad assumed a regular and settled form ; blood had been pro- 
fusely shed in various parts of^ the continent^ and reconcilia* 
iion had become hopeless. 

The people being thus abandoned by their king, put out of 
tiis protection, declared in a i^tate of opeii rebellion, and treated 
lis enemies, the social compact -which had united the monarch 
i¥ith his subjects w^s at an end; the colojpial constitution, 
Vhich could be set and kept in motion only by the presence 
knd agency of the king or his representative! was of course dis- 
iiolved ; and all the lights and powers of government reverted, 
of necessity, to their source, the people. These causes prodn* 
(ced the coilviEintlon. 

It Was the organ by which the people chose to exercise the 
fundamental rights thus thrown back upon them^ by the disso- 
lution of the regal ffovernmenU It was the substitute for the 
whole government which had be^n withdrawn — legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judiciary, tt represented the whole political pow- 
der of the people ; and had been expressly elected to take cdre 
of the republic. The means of accomplishing this object were 
left to themselves, without limitation or restriction on the part 
of the people. 

Hitherto, while any hope of a restoration of the original gov- 
lernment on just terms conld be entertained, the convention had 
been satisfi^ ^ith temporally expedients ; Hhe first convention, 
bowever, had exercised the jpower of the people in their highest 
capacity, by aclopting a species of cons.titution,. and organizing a 
government under it ; thus they erected an executive, under the 
hame of a committee of safety, which the people recognised as 
flowing directly from themselves. 

Before the meeting of the convention of seventeen hundred 
bnd sevehty-six, bowever, it was seen and well understood on 
evei^ band, thai the contest could not be maintained by the peo- 
ple, without the did of regulaf government : and that4he polit- 
ical malady of which they complained, could be extirpated in 
no other way than by applying the knife to the root. The 
newspapeifs of the preceding year contain frequent suggestions 
of this kind ; the impression had now become universal ; and 
the papers present specimens of explicit instructions from the 
people to their delegates td this elfect.* 

*The ifollowing are kstru^tidhA ffom the freeholden of iamtB* city to their 
delegates :— =• 
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Thus instructed in the sentiments of their eonfltitnents, and 
representing the people in their highest sovereign capacity, the 
conTeiition met on the sixth of May, seventeen hundred and 
seventy-six, ki the old capitol in the city of Williamsburgh. Mr. 
Pendleton. having been elected president, after having thanked 
the house for the honour done him, addressed them with great 
solemnity, in the following terms : — " We are now met in general 
convention according to the ordinance for our election, at a time 
truly critical, when subjects of the -most important, and inter-* 
esting nature require our serious attention. 

'* The administration of justice, and almost all the powers of 
government, have now been suspended for near ^wo years. It 
will become us to reflect whether we can longer sustain the 
great struggle we are making in this situation.*^ Having then 
directed their attention to certain specific subjects which re« 
quired attention, he concluded his short, but impressive address, 
by exhorting the members to calmness, unanimity, and diH* 
gence. 

" To Robert C. Nickolas^ and William NorveU^ Esquires : — 

** G«iitl9iiieii— tn vun do we eon^atalate ourselves on the impotency of 
iba minifttv to divide iie, if ^ar union amounts to nothing more than a union 
hl one €ommon lethargy. War hatk been brought into our houses, heightened 
fcy terrors and^ cruelties which the justest cause wt^ts evtea palliativee for; but 
faint advances toward peace, insidiously ut^^d, have caught the ^ar of the 
creduleva, and groundless hopes of accommodation deluded the timid, so that 
th» &M nuUtftiy eystem remains untouched in most essential points. As if 
oar inexpenence, poverty in warlike stores, and the infancy of our navy, were 
of triflii^ moment, we have ventured to neglect resources in such difficulties, 
which Heaven hatli placed within our attainment. 

** Alliances may be formed at an eas^ price, capable of supplving these dis- 
advantages, but an independent state disdains to humble herselt to an equality 
in treaty with anolSier, who cannot call her politics her own ; pr to be explicit, 
she cannot «nter into a negotiation with those who denominate themselves 
rebels, by resistance, and confession of a dependaacy. 

"Reasons, drawn from justice ^ ftolicy, and necessity, are everywhere at 
^and for' a radical separation from Great Britain. From justice ; for the blood 
4ff, those who have fallen in our cause cries aloudt * It is time to part.* From 
neeessityf because she hath, of herself, repudiated us by a rapid succession of 
inJnUtf tnjuryj robbery , murder, sinA a formal declaration of war. These are but 
few. and some of the weakest arguments which the great volume of our oj^ 
preesioR opens to every spirited American. 

** It cannot be a violajtion of our faith npw to reject the terms of 1763. 
^Tbey are a qualified slavery at best, and were acceptable to us, not as the 
oxtent of our right, but the probable cause of peace ; but since the day in 
"vvhich they were most hun^bly ofibred as the end of animosities, an interval 
bath paeeed, marked with tyranny intolerahle^ 

** We, therefore, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do request and 
iastroet you, our delecfates, (provided no just and honourable terms are offered 
Isy the kuig,) to exert your utmost ability, in the next convention, toward 
^ssobfing tiu connenon betwun Asaericaand GrcH Britain, totally, FiNAfcirr 
m.3r9 iiuv4x;ably.'* 
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On the fifteenth of May, Mr. Gary reported from the comtni(< 
tee of the whole house on the state of the colonjr, the foUowing 
preamble and resolutionsi which were ananimously adopted :-^ 

" Forasmuch as ftll the endeavours of the United Colonies, 
by the most decent representations and petitions to the king 
and parliament of Great Britain, to restore peace and security to 
America under the British government, and a reunion with that 
people upon just and Hbei^l terms, instead of a redress of griev- 
ances, have produced, from an imperious and Tindictive admin- 
istration, increased insult, dppfession, andt a rigorous attempt 
. to effect our total destruction. By a late act, all these colo- 
nies are declared to be in rebelHdn, and out of the protection of 
the British crown ; our properties subjected to confiscation; 
our people, when captivated, compelled to join in the murder 
and plunder of their relations and countrytnen ; and all former 
rapine and oppression of Americans declared legal and jnst. 
Fleets and armies are raised, and the aid of foreign troops en- 
gaged to assist these destructive purposes. 

*' The king^s representative in this colony hath not only 
Withheld all the powers of government from operating for our 
safety, but, haviug retired on board an armed ship, Is carrying 
on a piratical and saVage war against us ; tempting our slaves, 
by every artifice, to resort to him, and ttainlng and employinif 
them again ^ their masters. In this state of extreme danger, 
we have ho alternative left, but an abject submission to the will 
of those overbearing tyrants, or a total separation from the 
crown and government of Great Britaid : uniting and exerting 
the strength of ail America for defence, and forming allianceitf 
with foreign j)ower8 for commerce and aid in wmr. 

" Wherefore, appealing to the Searcher of hearts for the aln* 
Cerity of former declarationiS, expressing our desire to preserve 
the connexion with that nation, and that we are driven from 
that inclination by their wicked councils, and the eternal laws 
of self-preservation, 

'^ Resolved, unanimously r That the delegates appointed to 
i'epresent this colony in general congress, be instructed to pro< 
pose to that respectable body, to declarb the united colo- 
' Ini^s F'RtiE AND iNDtipENnfNT STATES, absolvcd from all alle- 
giance to, or dependanCe upon, the crown ' or parliament of 
Great Britain i and that they give the assent of this colqny to 
such declaration, and to whatever measures may be thought 
propef and n666ssary by the congress for forming foreign 
alliances, and A coNFEnfitiATioN or tHK colonies, at such 
time, and in the manner, as to them shall seem best. Provided, 
that the power of forming government for, and the regitlfttlod 
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oif the internal eoneerns of each colony, he left to the respect* 
ive colonial legislatures. 

'•Resolved, unanimously. That a committee he appointed to 
prepare a disclaeatiok of hiohts, and such a plan of gov- 
emment as will be most likely to maintain peace and order in 
this colony, and secure substantial and equal liberty to the 
people." 

This oieasure was followed by the most lively demonstrations 
of joy. The spirit of the times, is interestingly manifested by 
the following paragraph from Purdie's paper of the seventeenth 
of May, which immediately si)cceede the annunciation of the 
resolntions: — 

** In consequence of the above resolutions, universally re> 
garded as the only door which will lead tp safety and pros* 
periiy« some gentlemen m^de a handsome eoUection for the 
p9irpose of treating the soldiery, who next day were paraded in 
Walle^a gnove« before Brigadier-General Lewis, attended by 
the gentlemen of the committee of safety, the members of the 
general convention, the inhabitants of this city, &.c,, d&Cw The 
reeolutions being read aloud to the urmy, the following toasts 
were given, each of them accompanied by a discharge of the 
artillery and smell arms^ and the acclamations of all present :-^ 

** 1. The American Independent States. 

*^U. The grand Congress of the United States, and their 
rtspeetive legislatures. . 

** 3. General Washington, and victory to the American arms. 

** The Union Flag of the American States wicived upon the 
eapitol during the whole of this eeremony ; which being ended, 
the soldiers partook of the refreshments prepared for them by 
the affection of their countrymen, and the evening concluded 
with illuminations, and other demonstrations of joy ; every one 
seeming pleased that the domination of Great Britnin was now 
at an end, so wickedly and tyrannically exercised for these 
twelve /or thirteen years past, notwithstanding our repeated 
prayers and remonstrances for redress." 

The committee i(ppointed to prepare the declaration and 
plan of government, called for by the last resolution, were the 
following : — ^Mr. Archibald Cary, Mr. Meriwether Smith, Mr. 
Mercer, Mr. Henry Lee, ,Mr. Treasurer, Mr. Henry, Mr. 
Pandridge, Mr. Gilmer, Mr. Bland, Mr. Digges, Mr. Carring- 
ton» Mr. Thomas Ludwell Lee, Mr. Cabell, Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Blair, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Tazewell, Mr. Richard Cary, Mr. Bul- 
litt, Mr. Watts, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Page, Mr. Starke, Mr. David 
Mason, Mr. Adams, Mr. Reed, and Mr, Thomas Lewis ; to 
whfMBA were tftcrward suooessively added, Mrt MadisoQ» Mr. 
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Rnthford, Mr. Watkins, Mr. George Mason, Mr. Har? ie, Mr* 

Curie, and Mr. Holt. 

On Wednesday, the twelAh of June following, that declara- 
tion of rights which stands prefixed to our statutes, was re|K>rted^ 
and adopted without a dissenting voice ; as was also, on Sat- 
urday, the twenty-ninth of the same month, the present plan 
of our goYemment. 

The striking similitude between the recital of wrongs prefixed 
to the constitution of Virginia, and that which was afterward 
prefixed to the Declaration of Independence of the United 
States, is of itself sufficient to establish the fiict that ihey are 
from the same pen. But the constitution of Virginia preceded 
the Declaration of Independence, by nearly a month ; and was 
wholly composed and adopted while Mr. Jcflemon i» known to 
have been out of the state, attending the session of congress 
at Philaddphia. From these facts alone, a doubt might nat* 
urally arise whether he was,' as he has always been reputed, 
the author of that celebrated instrument, the Declaration of 
American Independence, or at least the recital of grieTances 
which ushers it in ; or whether this part of it, at least, had not 
been borrowed from the preamble to the constitniion of Vir- 
ginia. 

To remt>ve this doubt, it is proper to vtate, that there now 
exists among the archives of this state an original rough draught 
of a constitution for Virginia, in* the hand-writing of Mr. Jef* 
ferson, containing this identical preamble, and which was for- 
warded by him from Philadelphia, to his friend Mr. Wythe, to 
be submitted to the committee of the house of delegates. The 
body of the constitution is taken principally from a plan pro* 
posed by Mr. George Mason ; and had been adopted by the 
committee before the arrival of Mr. Jefferson's plan ; his pre- 
amble, however, was prefixed to the instrument; and some of 
the modifications proposed by him introduced into the body 
of it. ^ 

The salary of the governor to be appointed under the new 
constitution was immediately fixed by a resolution Of the hou^ft 
at one thousand pounds per annum ; and the house proceeded 
to elect forthwith the first republican governor for the com- 
monwealth of Virginia. This was the touchstone of public 
favour. The office was of the first importance ; and the whole 
state was open to the choice of the house. The questioa was 
decided on the first ballot The vote stood thus : — 

For Patrick Henry, jun. Esq. ... 00 
Thomas Nelson, Esq. .... 45 
John Page, Esq. ..... } 

.Whereupon it was "^Resolvedt That the eaid PatriekHeMy, 
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that office until the end of the succeeding session of assemhljr 
after the last of March next ; and that Mr. Mason, Mr^ Henry 
Lee, Mr. Digges, Mr. Blair, and Mr. Dandridge, be a cotoi^ 
mittee to wait upon him, and notify such appointment.*' 

On Monday, the first of July, Mr. George Mason^ ojf this 
Committee, reported^ that they had performed the duty assigned 
them, and that the governor had been pleased to return the 
following answer to the convention :-^ . 

** 7b the Honoutable the President and ttoUH of Coi^ 

vention .•-* 

** Gentlemen-^The vote of' this day, appointing me goVefttOt 
of the commonwealth, has been notified to me in the most po* 
lite and obliging manner, by George Mason, Henry Lee, Dudley 
Digges, John Blair, and Bartholomew Dandridge, esquires^ 

*' A sense of the high and unmerited honour conferred upon 
me by the convention, fills my heart with gratitude, which I 
trust my whole life will manifest* I take this earliest oppor- 
tunity to express my thanks, which I wish to convfy to yon, 
gentlemen, in the strongest terms of acknowledgment. 

** When I reflect that the tyranny of the British king and 
parliament hath kindled a formidable war, now raging through* 
out this wide-extended continent, and in the operations of 
which this commonwealth must bear so great a part ; and that, 
from the events of this war^ the lasting happiness or misery of 
A great proportion of the human species will finally result ; Uiat, 
In order to preserve this commonwealth from anarchy, and its 
attendant ruin, and to give vigour to our councils, and effect to 
all our measures, government hath been necessarily assumed, 
and new-modelled ; that it is exposed to numberiess hazards, 
and perils, in its infantine state ; that it can never attain to ma* 
turity, or ripen into firmness, unless it is guarded by an affec- 
tionate assiduity, and managed by great abilities ; I lament my 
want of talents ; I feel my miad filled with anxiety and uneasi- 
tiess, to find myself so unequal to the duties of that important 
station, to which I am called by the favour of my fellow-citizent 
at this truly critical conjuncture. The errors of my conduct 
ahall be atoned for, so far as I am able, by unwearied e»deav« 
ours to secure the freedom and happiness of our common 
country. . 

" I shall enter upon the duties of my office, whenever you, 
gentlemen, shall be pleased to direct; relying upon the known 
wisdom and virtue of your honourable house to supply my 
defects, and to give permanency and success to that system of 
f&ttmomt which you have fodrinedi andwbick is so ' *~ 
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dtlcttflttecl lo yeenre eqml Hberij, and adranee banian hap* 
|iineM* 
**I hare the honout to be, gentlemen, 

'* your most obedient and very humble aerrant, 

" P. HsMRT, jun." 

Mr. Henry was also immediately greeted with the following 
affectionate address, from the two regiments which he had re^ 
eently commanded : — ' 

•* Th his excellency Patrick Henrff jnn. Esq^ gevemar of 
the commonwealtk of Virgiuia :—Tlie kumile address of 
the first and seemed Virginia regiments : — 

•• May it please yoKr excellency : — 

'* Permit us with the sincerest sentiments of respect and joy, 
to congratulate yotir excellency upon your unsolicited pro- 
tnotion to the highest honours a grateful people can bestow. 

^* Uninfluenced by private ambition, regardless of sordid 
interest, you have uniformly pursued the general good of your 
country ; and have taught the world, that an ingenuous love of 
the rights of mankind, an inflexible resolution, and a steady 
perseverance in the practice of every private and public virtue, 
lead directly to preferment, and give the best title to the hon- 
ours of our uncorrupted and vigorous state. 

** Once happy under your military command, we hope for ^ 
more extensive blessings from your civil administration. 

" Intrusted as your excellency is, in some measure, with the 
support of a young empire, our hearts are willing, and arms 
ready, to maintain your authority as chief magistrate ; happy 
that we have lived to see the day, when freedom and equal 
rights, established by the voice of the people, shall fNrevail 
through the land. We are, may it please your excellency, 
your excel]ency*s most devoted and most obedient servants.*' 
To which he returned the following exquisite answer : — 
** Gentlemen of the first and second Virginia regimenta: — 

"Your address does me the highest honour. Be pleased to 
Accept my most cordial thanks for your favourable and kind 
sentiments of my principles and conduct. 

** Tlie high appointment to which my fellow-citizens have 
balled me, was, -indeed, unmerited^ unsolicited, I am, there- 
fore, under increased obligations to promote the safety, dignity, 
and happiness of the commonwealth. 

<* While the civil powers are employed in establishittg t 
system of government, liberal, equitable, in every part of which 
the ffcnius of eqijal liberty breathes her blessed influence, to 
you Is assigned the glorious task of saving, by your valour all 
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that it dear to mankind. Go on, gentlemen, to finish the great 
work you have so noblf and suceessfally begun. Convince the 
tyrants again, that they shall bleed, that America will bleed to 
her last drop, ere their wicked schemes find success* 

<* The remembrance of my former connexion with you shall 
«ver be dear to me. I honour your profession, I revere that 
patriot virtue, which, in your conduct, hath produced cheerful 
obedience, exemplary courage, and contempt of hardship and 
•danger. Be assured, gentlemen, I shall feel the highest plea- 
sure in embracing every opportunity to contribute to your hap- 
piness and wel&re ; and I trust the day will come, when I shall 
make one of those that will hail you among the triumphant de- 
liverers of America. 

"I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
'* Your most obedient and very humble servant, 

** P. Henry, jun.** 

When it is said th^t Mr. Henry was not successful as a 
writer, the remark must be understood as applicable only to 
(hose extended compositions in which it was necessary to digest 
and arrange a mass of arguments with skill and effect, and to 
give them beauty as well as order. In his short effusions, when 
excited by strong feelings, he was sometimes very happy; of 
which the above answer is a very pleasing specimen. 

m The first council appointed under the constitution were, 
John Page, Dudley Digges, John Ta3rlor, John Blair, Benja* 
min Harrison, of Berkeley, Barthotomew Dandridge, Thomas 
Nelson, and Charles Carter, of Sherley, esquires. Mr. Nelson 
(the same gentleman who had received so honourable a vote as 
ffovemor) declined the acceptance of the office, on account of 
his age and infirmities ; and his place was supplied by Mr. 
Benjamin Harrison, of Brandon. 

The governor's palace, together with the out-buildings be- 

[^ longing to it in Williamsburgh, having, by a previous resolution, 
heen appropriated as a public hospital, was, by a resolution of 
the first of July, restored to its original destination ; and the 
committee who had been appointed to notify the governor of 
his election, were now directed to inform him of the desire of 
the convention, that he would make the palace his place of 
residence. On the fifth of July the sum of one thousand 
pounds was directed by the house, to be laid out in furniture for 
the palace, including the furniture already there, belonging to 
the country ; and on the same day, the governor and members of 
the privy council took their respective oaths of office, and en* 
taned at once upon the discharge of their constitutional dutiea. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Mr* Hemy'fl Adminittntion as Goveinor of Virgimt*-Disuteis of tko lUf* 
<4tttioD->-Their Hffects— A prospect of making a Dictator is originated in 
Yirgiaia^Mr. Heniy Tindicated — His Re-election in 1777 — ^The plot to sup- 
plant General Washington — Anonymous Disclosures to Mir. Henry — ^Let- 
ters to Washington on that subject** Washington's Heply-— Mr. Henry again 
no^lected in 1778-— Narration of the Case of Josiah Phitip»-*Mr. Henry 
^cUnee a fourth Electioiv^Death of his Wife— Ho remames— GoDeral 
Gates enters Richmond in discrace — Mr. Henry's Resolution in favour of 
that Officer — General Gates^s Reply — Dispiriting State of Affairs — ^Meeting 
of the Assembly at Richmond-^Mr. Harrison elected Speaker — ^Tarlton 
makes a Descent upon the Town-^ArriTal of the French — Termination of 
the EeTolution — ^Mr. Henry's Course as Member of the Assembly-— He 
advocates the Return of the Refugees — Sentiments on Freedom of Com- 
merce — Bill for Intermarriages with the Indians — Incorporation of reliflons 
Societies— Bill for establishmg a Provision for Teachers of Reliffion—^isit 
of Xiafayette and Washington to Richmond — ^Reminiscences of Mr. Henry 
by a Cotemporary — ^Comparison between Him and Mr. Lee — ^Judge Stuart's 
delineation of Mr. Henry's Eloquence — ^He is again elected Qovemdr of 
Virginia in 1784 — Resigns in 1786 — Resumes this Practice «if the Iaw — 
T^ Federal Constitution adopted at Philadelphia. 

Shortly afler Mr. Aenry's election as governor. Lord 
(^unrnore was driven from Gwinn*s Island, and from the atatey 
to return to it no more ; and Virginia w^s left in repose from 
every external enemy. No opportunity, therefore, was afforded 
to the governor to distinguish himself in the exercise of that 
important constitutional power which created him the com- 
mander-in-chief of the forces of the state. Duties, however, 
of more importance than lustre, remained for the executive of 
the state^— *in keeping up the ardour of the commonwealth in 
the public cause— -in furnishing and forwarding their quota of 
military supplies to the grand continental army — in awakening 
the spirit of the state to the importance of discipline, and pre* 
paring the militia for the effectual discharge of their routine of 
duty — ^in watching and crushing the intrigues of the tories who 
vtill infested the state, and went about clandestinely, preacfaiqg 
4i8affection to the patriot cause, and submission to Great Britain 
*<-in counteracting the schemes of speculating monopolists and 
extortioners, who sought to avail themselves of the necessities 
of the times, and to grow rich by preying on the misfortunes of 
the people — in short, in eradicating and removing those nu- 
merous moral diseases, which spring up with so much fecundity, 
and flourish so luxuriantly, amid the calamities of a revolution— 
ind in keeping the body politic pure and healthy in all its parts* 

The numerous and well directed proclamations with which 
die papers of the day abounded, attest the vigilance and 
^l^ergy with which these duties were performed. To enter 
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Upon tt detaU of them, would be to write the htetory of Virgiiiia 
daring this period, instead of the life of Mr. Henry ; a work 
wholly unnecessary, since it has been already executed wi& 
minuteness and fidelity by an elegant writer, * whose work will 
probably see the light before these sketches. I shall confine 
myself to a few prominent incidents of Mr. Henry's adminis- 
tration, OQ account of some of which a degree of censure has 
been unjustly, I think, attached to his character. 

The fall of the year 1776 was one of the darkest and most 
dispiriting periods of the revolution. The disaster at Long 
Island had occurred, by which a considerable portion of the 
American army had been cut off — a- garrison of between three 
and four thousand men had been taken at Fort Washington— 
«nd the American general, with the small remainder, disheart* 
ened, and in/ want of every kind of comfort, was retreating 
Uirough the Jerseys before an overwhelming power, which 
spread terror, desolation, and death, on every hand. This was 
the period of which Paine, in his Crisis, used that memorable 
expression : — ^' These are the times which try the souls of 
men !*' For a short time the courage of the country felL 
Washington alone remained erect,^ and surveyed with godlike 
composure the storm that raged around him. Even the heroism 
of the Virginia legislature gave way ; and, in k season of de* 
spair, the mad project of a dictator was seriously meditated. 

That Mr. Henry was thought of for this office, has been alleffed^ 
and is highly probable ; but that the project was suggested by 
him, or even received his countenance, I have met with no one 
who will venture to affirm. There is a tradition that Colonel 
Archibald Cary, the speaker of the senate, was principally in- 
atrumental in crushing this project; that meeting Colonel 
Syme, the step^brotber of Colonel Henry, in the lobby of the 
house, he accosted him very fiercely in terms like these : — " I 
mm told that your brother wishes to be dictator : tell him from 
me, that the day of his appointment shall be the day of his 
death — for he shall feel my dagger in his heart before the sunset 
of that day ;*' and the tradition adds, that Colonel Syme, in 
great adtation, declared, " that if such a project existed, his 
brother had no hand in it, for that nothing could be more foreign 
to him, Aan to countenance any office which could endanger, in 
the most distant manner, the liberties of his country.'* 

The intrejHdity and violence of Colonel Cary's character 
renders the tradition probable; but it furnishes no proof of 
Mr. Henry's implication in the scheme. It is most certain* 
Ihat bodi himself aiid his friends have firmly and uniformly 

•Mr. L. H. CHrwrdin, the contmuator of BuA's Hiitorr of Virginia. 



ffk0 wist's txwn 9w 

iwtsiflted in taMtikag hit innocenoe ; and dwrt ieons lo he 
neither candour or justice in imputing to him, without evideBce, 
a scheme which might just as well have originated in die aa^ 
sembly itself. It was not more than a month aflterward, that 
oaugress actually did, with relation to General WashingtoOf 
treiy nearly what the Virginia legislature are said to have con* 
templated in regard to Mr. Henry ; they invested him witfc 
powers very little short of dictatorial : yet no one ever avs* 
pected General Washington of having prompted the measure. 
Why then shall Mr. Henry be suspected ? 

Neither General Washington himself, nor any other patriot, 
had maintained the principles of the revolution with more consis- 
tency and uniformity than Patrick Henry ; and it will certain]} 
never satisfy a fair inquirer, to attempt to balance a i>uspicioa 
widiout the shadow of proof, against the whole course of a louf 
i^nd patriotic life. The charge, moreover, seems preposterous. 
What advantage could a rational man promise himself from the 
dictatorship of a single state, embarked with twelve other sover- 
eign and independent .states, in one common cause ; a cause, 
too, now so well understood by the whole body of the Americai: 
people, and in which all their souls were so intensely engaged? 
The man who was at the head of the armies of the union, migh! 
have played the part of Cesar or Cromwell, had he possessed 
their wicked spirit ; but what could the dictator of a single sUito 
do^ and that, too, a state of firm and enlightened patriots f 

It is impossible to believe that the legislature themselves covkt 
have entertained a doubt of Mr. Henry's innocence ; sinee tt 
the next annual election for governor, which took place on thr 
thirdeth of May, seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, he in» 
re*eleeted unanimously ; the house being composed of nearly 
the same members, and the same >Colonel Gary being speaker 
of the senate. This honourable proof of confidence, by ^iose 
who best knew the whole case — ^who watched, with a aerulMiy 
so Bev&relj jealous, the conduct of <Mir prominent mem^— «i!k* 
asoL^ng whom were some who derived no pleasure from tfa? 
public honours of Mr. Henry — will be decisive of this question, 
widi every man who is dispassionately searching fer the tm^ 
and is willing to find it. 

This very honourable mark of the confidence of the legida 
ture, in re«electing him unanimously to the office of gorennor, 
«sffected Mr, Henry most sensibly ; and to the committee wh«# 
announced it to hitn, he gave like following answer :^- 

^ GsirTLsiinN : The signal honour conferred on am by Ae 

Seneral assembly in their choice of me to be the governor ot 
lis commonwealth, demands my beat (ip]ui0wle4gmeiit8» mUek 
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I h$g the favour of you to convey io them in the most accepta- 
ble manner. 

'* I shall execute the duties of that high station, to which I 
am again called by the favour of my fellow-citizens, according 
to the best of my abilities, and I shall rely upon the candour 
and wisdom of the assembly, to excuse and supply my defects. 
The good of the commonwealth shall be the only object of my 
pursuit, and I shall measure my happiness according to the suc- 
cess which shall attend my endeavours to establish the public 
liberty. I beg to be presented to the assembly ; and that they 
and you will be assured, that I am, with every sentiment of the 
highest regard, their and your most obedient and very humble 
servant, 

"P. Henry." 

It was in the course of this year's administration of the gov- 
ernment by Mr. Henry, that that memorable plot which dis- 
graces our history, was formed to supplant General Washing- 
ton. This is said to have proceeded from the glory which 
General Gates had gained by the capture of Burgoyne and his 
army at Saratoga, and was believed to have been suggested by 
Oeiiieral Gates himself. The plot is said to have been an ex- 
tensive one, and to have embraced some of the members of 
congress, and many officers of the army. The high estimate 
which Mr. Henry had formed of the abilities of General Wash- 
ington, while that illustrious man was comparatively unknown 
to his countrymen, has been already stated. This estimate, in- 
stead of having been lowered, had been confirmed and raised 
by subsequent events. 

Mr. Henry was too cool and judicious an observer of events « 
to have imputed to the commander-in-chief the disasters of the 
autumn of seventeen hundred and seventy-iiix. His masterly 
retreat through the Jerseys, the brilliant strokes of generalship 
•xhibited at Trenton and Princeton, and above all, that singular 
constancy of soul with which he braved adversity, had excited his 
grateful admiration, and established Washington in his heart as 
one of the first of human beings. He not only admired him as 
a general, but revered him as a patriot, and loved him as a 
friend. Feeling for General Washington sentiments like these, 
the reader may judge of the indignation and horror with which 
lie read the following anonymous letter, addressed to him by 
one of the conspirators against that father of his country :-^ 

*♦ YoRKTowN, January 12th, 1T78. 

** JHaxl sir : The common danger of our country first brought 
yon and me together. I recollect with pleasure the influence 
of your conversation and eloquence upon the opinions of this 
aoiintry« in the beginning of the present controversy. You 
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first taught us to shake off our idolatrous attachment to royaltf 
and to oppose its encroachments upon our liberties, with our 
very lives. By these means you saved us from ruin. The in- 
dependence of America is the offspring of that liberal spirit of 
thinking and acting which followed the destruction of the scep- 
tres of kings, and uie mighty power of Great Britain. 

** But, sir, we have only passed the Red sea. A dreary 
wilderness is still before us, and unless a Moses or a Joshua 
are raised up in our behalf, we must perish before we reach the 
promised land. We have nothing to. fear 'from our enemies on 
the way. General Howe, it is true, has taken Philadelphia ; 
but he has only changed his prison. His dominions are bound- 
ed on all sides, by his out-sentries. America can only be un- 
done by herself. She looks up to her councils and arms for 
protection; but alas? what are they? Her representation in 
congress dwindled to only twenty-one members — ^her Adams—- 
her Wilson — her Henry, are no more among them. Her coun- 
cils weak — and partial remedies applied constantly for univer- 
sal diseases. 

" Her army< — what is it ? a major-general belonging to it, 
called it a few days ago, in my hearing, a moh. Discipline 
unknown or wholly neglected. The quartermaster and com- 
missary's departments filled with idleness, ignorance, and pec- 
ulation — our hospitals crowded with six thousand sick, but 
half provided with necessaries or accommodations, and more 
dying in them in one month, than perished in the field during 
the whole of the last campaign. The money depreciating, 
without any effectual measures being taken to raise it — the 
country distracted with the Don Quixote attempts to regulate 
the prices of provisions — an artificial famine created by it, and 
a real one dreaded from it — the spirit of the people failing 
through a more intimate acquaintance with the causes of our 
misfortunes — many submitting daily to General Howe — and 
more wishing to dolt, only to avoid the calamities which threat- 
en our country. 

" But is our case desperate ? by no means. We have wisdom, 
virtue, and strength enough to save us, if they could be called 
into action. The northern army has shown us what Americans 
are capable of doing, with a general at their head. The spirit 
of the southern army is no way inferior to the spirit of the 
northern. A Gates, a Lee, or a Conway, would in a few weeks 
render them an irresistible body of men. The last of the above 
officers has accepted of the new office of inspector-^general of 
our army, in order to reform abuses ; but the remedy is only a 
palliative one. 

*' In one of his letters to a friend, he says, ' a great and good 



God hath decreed America to be free— or the * * * * * * 
•fid weak counsellors, would have ruined her long ago.' Yoa 
may rest assured of each of the facts related in this letter. The 
author of it is one of your Philadelphia friends. A hint of his 
name, if found out by the handwriting, must not be mentioned 
to your most intimate friend. Even the letter must be thrown 
in the fire. But some of its contents ought to be made public, 
in order to awaken, enlighten, and alarm our country. I rely 
upon your prudence, and am, dear sir, with my usual attachment 
to yotf, and to our beloved independence, yours sincerely. 

" His Excellency P. Henry.^* 

Mr. Henry did not hesitate a moment as to the course which 
it was proper for him to take with this perfidious letter : he 
enclosed it forthwith to General Washington, in the following 
frank and high-minded communication : — 

*• WiLLiAMSBUROH, February 20, 1770. 

** Dear sir : You will no doubt, be surprised at seeing the 
enclosed letter, in which the encomiums bestowed on me are 
as undeserved, as the censures aimed at you are unjust. I am 
sorry there should be one man who counts himself my friend, 
who is not yours. 

" Perhaps I give you needless trouble in handing you this 
paper. The writer of it may be too insignificant to deserve 
any notice. If I knew this to be the case, I should not have 
intruded on your time, which is so precious. But there may 
possibly be some scheme or party forming to your prejudice. 
The enclosed leads to such a suspicion. Believe me, sir, I 
have too high a sense of the obligations America has to you, to 
abet or countenance so unworthy a proceeding. The most ex- 
alted merit hath ever been found to attract envy. But I please 
myself with the hope, that the same fortitude and greatness of 
mind which have hitherto braved all the difficulties and dangers 
inseparable from your station, will rise superior to every at- 
tempt of the envious partisan. 

'* I really cannot tell who is the writer of this letter, which 
not a little perplexes me. The handwriting is altogether 
strange to me. 

** To give you trouble of this gives me pain. It would suit 
my inclination better to give you some assistance in the great 
business of the war. But I will not conceal any thing from 
you by which you may be affected ; for I really think, your 
personal welfare and the happiness of America are inti- 
mately connected. I beg you will be assured of that high re- 
gard and esteem, with which I ever am, dear sir, your afifee- 
fionate friend and very humble servant, ** P. Henrt. 

•• His Excellency General Washington.^^ 
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Not having received any answer to this letter, and bein; 
filled with solicitude by the wicked conspiracy, he again wrote 
to General Washington, as follows : — 

*• WiLLiAMSBURGH, March 5, 1778. 

•• Dear Sir : By an express which Colonel Finnic sent to 
camp, I enclosed you an anonymous letter, which I hope got 
safe to hand. 1 am anxious to hear something that will serve 
to explain the strange affair, which I am now informed is taken 
up respecting you. Mr. Curtis has just paid us a visit, and by 
him I learn sundry particulars concerning General Mifflin, that 
much surprised me. It is very hard to trace the schemes and 
windings of the enemies to America. I really thought that 
man its friend : however, I am too far from him to judge of hii 
present temper. , 

** While you face the armed enemies of our liberty in the 
field, and by the favour of God have been kept unhurt, I trust 
your country will never harbour in her bosom the miscreant 
who would ruin her best supporter. I wish not to flatter ; but 
when arts, unworthy honest men, are used to defame and tra- 
duce you, I think it not amiss, but a duty, to assure you of that 
estimation in which the public hold you. 

*' Not that I think any testimony I can bear is necessary for 
your support, or private' satisfaction ; fur a bare recollection of 
what is past must give you sufficient pleasure in every circum- 
stance of life. But I cannot help assuring you, on this occasion, 
of the high sense of gratitude which all ranks of men, in this 
your native country, bear to you. It will give me sincere 
pleasure to manifest my regards, and render my best services 
to you or yours. I do not like to make a parade of these 
things, and I know you are not fond of it : however, I hope the 
occasion will plead my excuse. 

*« The assembly have, at length, empowered the executive 
here, to provide the Virginia troops serving with you 
with clothes, d&c. I am making provision accordingly, and 
hope to do something toward it. Every possible assistance 
from government is afforded the commissary of provisions, 
whose department has not been attended to. It was taken up 
by me too late to do much. Indeed; the load of business de- 
volved on me is too great to be managed well. A French ship, 
mounting thirty guns, that has been long chased by the English 
cruisers, has got into Carolina, as I hear last night. 

" Wishing you all possible felicity, I am, my dear sir, 

" Your ever affectionate friend, 

" And very humble servant, 

"P. HXNRT« 

^ His Excellency General Washingtony 
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In reply, Mr. Henry received, sbordy afterward the two fol- 
lowing very cordial letters from the general : — 

"Valley Foroe, March 27, 1778. 

**DsAR Sir: About eight days past, I was honoured with 
your favour of the 20th ultimo. Your friendship, sir, in trans- 
mitting me the anonymous letter you had received, lays me 
under the most grateful obligations ; and, if anything could 
give a still a further claim to my acknowledgments, it is the 
very polite and delicate terms in which you have been pleased 
to make the communication. 

.*' I have ever been happy in supposing that I held a place 
in your esteem, and the proof of it you have afforded on this 
occasion makes me peculiarly so. The favourable light in which 
you hold me is truly flattering ; but I should feel much regret if 
I thought the happiness of America so intimately connected with 
my personal welfare, as you so obligingly seem to consider il» 
All I can say is, that she has ever had, and I trust she ever wiH 
have, my honest exertions to promote her interests. I cannot 
hope that my services have been the best, but ny heart telle 
me they have been the best that I could render.- 

" That I may have erred in using the meane in my power 
for accomplishing the objects of the arduous, eicaited station 
with which I am' honoured, I cannot doubt: nor do I wish my 
conduct to be exempted from the reprehension it may deserve* 
Error is the portion of humanity, and to censure it, whether 
committed by this or that public cfharacter, is the prisrogative 

of freemen. 

• •••••• 

" This is not the only secret ahd insidious attempt that hae 
been made to wound my reputation. There have been othere 
equally base, cruel, and ungenerous ; because conducted with 
as little frankness, and proceeding from views, perhaps, as per-' 
sonally interested. 

** I am, dear sir, &c. 

" George Washington.* 
** 7b his excellency Patrick Henry^ Esg.^ 
Governor of Virginia" 

•*Camf, March 28, 1T78. 
** Dear Sm : Just as I was about to close my letter of yester* 
day, your favour of the fifth instant came to hand. I can only 
thank you again in the languague of the most undissembleci 
gratitude for your friendship, and assure you, the indulgent dis- 
position which Virginia in particular, and the states in general, 
entertain toward me,, gives me the most sensible pleasure* 
The approbation of my country is what I wish ; and as fiir as 
my abilities and opportunity will permit, I hope I shall endeev- 
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our to deserve it. It is the highest rewAtd to a fedlttg 
mind ; and happy are they who so conduct themsehres as !• 
merit it The anonymous letter with which you were pleased 
to &your me, was written hy * * * *, so far as I ean judge 
from the similitude of hands. •••••• 

** My caution to avoid everything that could injure the ser- 
vice, prevented me from communicating, except to a very few 
of my friends, the intrigues of a faction . which I knew was 
formed against me, since it might serve to publish our internal 
dissensions ; but their own restless zeal to advance their views 
has too clearly betrayed them and made conceaknent on my 
part fruitless. I cannot precisely mark the extent of their 
views ; but it appeared, in general, that General Grates was to 
Ibe exalted on the ruin of my reputation and influence. 

** This I am authorized to say from undeniable facts in mj 
own possession — ^from publications, the evident scope of whieh 
could not be mistaken — and from private detractions Industrie 
ously circulated. * . * * * *, it is comnaonly 
supposed, bore the second part in the cabal ; and General Con* 
way, I know, was a very active and malignant partisan ; b«l 
I have good reason to believe, that their machinations have re- 
coiled most sensibly upon themselves. 

** I am, dear sir, &»c., ** Geo. Washin oton. 

•• His excellency P<Urick Henry^ Esq. 
Governour of Virginia" 

The plot did recoil on its contriver, and left General Wasln 
ington more firmly established than ever in the confidence of 
his countrymen. 

At the spring session of seventeen hundred and seventy- 
cdght, Mr. Henry was again unanimously re-elected to the oAea 
of governor. Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Dandridge, and Mr. Pa^ 
the committee appointed to announce to him that event, na- 
ceived-and reported the following answer : — 

** Gentlemen : The general assembly in again electing^ me 

governor of this commonwealth, have done me very signal 
onour. I trust that their confidence thus continued in me, wS 
not be misplaced. 

'* I beg you will be pleased, gentlemen, to present me to- Ae 
Rineral assembly, in terms of grateful acknowledgment for Hkw 
nesh instance of their ^our toward me ; and to assure tbem, 
that my best endeavours shall be used to promote the puMc 
good, in that station to whieh they hare once more beea< pleas- 
ed to call me." • 

At this same session an act was passed, on account of wflfdi 
both Mr. Henry and the legislatune have been, it is tl»o«gllt» 
laqpnroperly censured. I mean the aot to altaiiU Josiak I%B> 
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Ipi. This man, In the sammer of serenteen hundred Mid mt« 
enty-ieren, at the head of a banditti, eonnneneed a eourse of 
crimes in the counties of Norfolk and Princess Anne, which 
spread terror and consternation on every hand. Availing him- 
iself of the disaffection which prevailed in that quarter, and 
taking refuge from occasional pursuit in the .fastnesses of the 
Dismal Swamp, he had earned on a species of war against.the 
Innocent and defenceless, at the bare mention of whieh hu« 
naantty shudders. 

Scarcely a night passed without witnessincr the shrieks of 
women aud children, flying by the light of their own burning 
houses, from the adsaults of these merciless wretches ; and 
every day was marked by the desolation of some farm, by rob- 
beries on the highway, dr the assassination of some individual 
whpse patriotism had incurred the displeasure of this fierce 
and bloody leader of banditti. Every attempt to take them 
bad hitherto proved abortive ; when in May, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-eight, the governor received the following 
letter from Colonel John Wilson : -— 

*• Norfolk County, May 30, 1T78, 

** HoNOURA'BLE Sih s I received your letter the fourteenth 
instant of the twelAh April, respecting the holding the militia 
in readiness, and my attention to the arms and accoutrements, 
which I shall endeavour to comply with as far as in my power : 
that much, however, may not be expected firom this county, I 
beg to observe, that the militia, of late, fail much in appearing 
at musters, submitting to the trifling fine of five shillings, which, 
they argue, they can aflbrd to pay, by earning more at home ; 
but I have reason to fear, through disafibction. With such a 
eet of men, it is impossible to render any serviee to country 
or county. 

** A few days since, hearing of the ravages committed by Phil- 
ips and his notorious gang, I ordered fifly men to be raised out 
of four companies, consisting of upward of two hundred : of 
those only ten appeared, and it being at a private muster, I 
compelled twenty others into- duty, putting them under the 
command of Captain Josiah Wilson, who immediately marched 
after the insurgents ; and that very night, one fourth of his 
men deserted. Captain Wilson still pursued, but to no pur- 
pose : they were either taken to their secret plaees in the 
swamp, or concealed by their friends, that no intelligence could 
be obtained. He then returned, his men declaring they eonld 
stay no longer, on account of their erops. 

**I consider, therefore, that rather than (hat they should 
wholly desert, it might h« better to discharge them, and wait 
the coming of the Naneemond militiai wlm I trusted some* 

14 
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thing might be done : but of those men I can hear no tidings ; 
and unless they or some other better men do come, it will be 
out of my power to effect anything with the militia of this 
county ; for such is their cowardly disposition, joined to their 
disaffection, that scarce a man, without being forced, can be 
raised to go after the outlyers. 

" We have lost Captain Wilson since his return : having some 
private business at a neighbour's, within a mile of his own 
house, he was fired on by four men concealed in the house, 
and wounded in such a manner that he died in a few hours ; 
and this will surely be the fate of a few others, if their request 
of the removal of the relations and friends of those villains 
be hot granted, which I am again pressed to solicit for, and in 
which case neither assistance, pay, nor plunder, is expected ; 
conceiving that to distress their supporters is the only means 
by which we can root those wretches from us, and thereby es* 
tablish peace and security to ourselves and families. 
^ *' I am^ with great respect, honourable sir, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, 

"John Wilson.'* 

*• May 24. — A company of about fifty men are npw come 
from Nansemond ; but I am informed by the captain, that they 
will not be kept above two days, five having deserted already. 

?'JoHN Wilson." 

The governor immediately enclosed this letter to the house 
of delegates, with the following communication : — 
^* The Honourable Benjamin Harrison, Esq,, Speaker of the 

House of Delegates. 

" WiLLiAMSBUROH, May 27, 1778. 

" Sir : I was always unwilling to trouble the general assem« 
bly with anything that seemed of too little consequence for 
deliberation. In that view I have for some time considered the 
insurrection in Princess Anne and Norfolk. I have from time 
to time given orders t6 the commanding officers of those coun- 
ties, to draw from the militia a force sufficient to quell it. These 
officers have often complained of the difficulty of the business, 
arising partly from the local circumstances attending it, but 
chiefly from the backwardness and even disaffection of the peo* 
pie. In order to remove the latter obstacle, I gave orders for 
one hundred men to be drawn out into this service, from Nan* 
semond county ; but I am sorry to say, the almost total want of 
discipline in that and too pany other militias in the state, seemi 
to forbid the hope, of their doing much to effect. 

** Col. Wilson, whose letter I enclose, has several times given 
me to understand, that, in his opinion, the removal of such 
families as are in league with insurgents, was a step absolutely 
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necessary, and has desired me to give orders accordingly. But 
thinking that the executive power is not competent, to such a 
purpose, I must beg leave to submit the whole matter to the 
assembly, who are the only judges how far the methods of 
proceeding directed by law are to be disj^ensed with on this oc- 
casion. 

'* A company of regulars, drawn from the several stations, 
"will be ordered to co-operate with the militia, though indeed 
their scanty numbers will not permit it to be done without 
hazard. But I cannot help thinking this ought to be encoun- 
tered ; for an apparent disposition to disturb the peace of this 
state has been manifested by these people during the whole 
course of the present war. It seems, therefore, that no effort 
to crush these desperadoes should be spared. 

** My duty would no longer suffer me to withhold these sev- 
eral matters from the view of the general assembly, to whom I 
beg leave to refer them through you. 
" With great regard, 

"I have the honour to be, sir, 

** Your most obedient humble servant, 

"P. Hbnry." 

This letter was communicated to the house on the day of ita 
date, and was immediately referred to a committee of the whole 
house, on the state of the commonwealth. That committee 
was immediately formed ; but not having time to go through 
the subject, had leave to sit again. On the next ;day the house 
again resolved itself into a committee of the whole, and after 
some time spent therein, the speaker resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Carter reported on the subject of Philips, as follows : — 

** Information being received, that a certain 
Philips, with divers others, his associates and confederates, 
have levied war against this commonwealth within the counties 
of Norfolk and Princess Anne, committing murders, burning 
houses, wasting farms, and doing other acts of enormity, in de- 
fiance of the officers of justice — 

'* Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that if 
the said Philips, his associates, and confede- 

rates, do not render themselves to some officer, civil or mili- 
tary, within this commonwealth, on or before day 
of June, in this present^ year, such of them as fail so to do, 
oaght to be attainted of high treason ; and that in the meantime, 
and before such render, it shall be lawful for any person, with 
or without orders, to pursue and slay, or otherwise to take and 
deliver to justice, the said Philips, his associateh 
and confederates." 

Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tyler, were the commit- 
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tee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill, pursuant to this 
resolution, whioh was reported on the same day, and read the 
first time. On the tufo succeeding days it was read a second 
and third time; and thus regularly passed through the forms 
of the lower house. It was communicated to the senate by Mr 
Jefferson, on the thirtieth day of the month, and returned, pass- 
ed by them, without amendment, on the first day of June, which 
was the last day of the session. The act, as it stands upon the 
statute book of the session, is as follows: — 
** An 4Ct to attaint Josiah Philips and others^ unless they rcn- 
der themselves to justice within a certain time, 
*' Whereas a certain Josiah Philips^ labourer, of the parish 
of Lynhavemxidi county of Princess Anne^ together with divers 
others^ inhabitants of the counties of Princess Anne^ and Nor* 
folk^ and citizens of this commonwealth, contrary to their 
fidelity, associating and confederating together, have levied war 
egainst this commonwealth, within the same, committing mur^ 
ders, burning houses, wasting farms, and doing other acts of 
hostility in the said counties of Princess Anne and Norfolk^ 
and still continue to exercise the same enormities on the good 
people of this commonwealth ; and, whereas, the delays wnich 
would attend the proceeding to outlaw the said offenders, ac- 
cording to the usual forms and procedures of the courts of law« 
would leave the said good people, for a long time exposed to 
murder and devastation : — 

^* Re ity therefore^ enacted hy the general assembly^ That If 
the said Josiah Philips^ his associates and confederates, shall 
not, on or before the last day of J«9ie, in the present year, ren- 
der themselves to the governor, or to some member of the privy 
council, judge of the general court, justice of the peace, or com- 
missioned officer of Uie regular troops, navy or militia of this 
commonwealth, in order to theit trials for the treasons, mur- 
ders, and other felonies by them committed, that, then, such of 
them, the said Josiah Philips, his associates and confederates, 
as sh^ll not so render him or themselves, shall stand and be 
convicted and attainted of high treason, and shall suffer the 
pains of death, and incur all forfeitures, penalties, and disabili- 
ties, prescribed by the law against those convicted and attainted 
of high treason; and that execution of this sentence of attain- 
der shall be done, by order of the general court, to be entered 
so soon as may be conveniently, after notice that any of the 
said offenders are in custody of the keeper of the public jail* 

** And if any person committed to the custody of the keeper 
of the public jail, as an associate or confederate of the said 
Josiah Philips, shall allege that he has not been of his aasoci- 
ales or confederates, at any time after the first day of Julfft in 
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the year of our Lord one thotnand seven hundred and serenty* 
seven, jat which time the said murders and devastations were 
begun, a petit jury shall be summoned and charged, according 
to the forms of the law, to try, in the presence of the said court, 
the fact so alleged ; and if it be found against the defendant, 
execution of this act shall be done as before directed. 

'* And that the good people of this commonwealth may not, 
in the meantime, be subject to the unrestrained hostilities of the 
said insurgents : Be it further enacted. That from and after the 
passing of this act, it shall be lawful for any person, with or 
jrithout orders, to pursue and slay the said Josiak Philips^ and 
any others who have been of his associates or confederates^ at 
any time after the said first day of July aforesaid, and shall not 
have previously rendered him or themselves to any of the offi* 
cers, civil or military, before described, or otherwise to take 
and deliver them to justice, to be dealt with according to law. 
Provided, that the person so slain be in arms at the time, or 
endeavouring to escape being taken." 

Philips was apprehended in the course of the autumn, and 
indicted by Mr. Edmund Randolph, attorney*general, /or high^ 
way-robbery, simply. On this charge he was tried at the Oc* 
tober term of the general court, convicted, and executed: so 
that the act of attainder was never brought to bear upon him at 
all. This is the whole case of Josiah Philips. The reader 
win judge whether Mr. Henry deserves' censure for having 
communicated to the legislature the letter of Col. Wilson ; or 
whether that body acted with too much severity toward a wretch, 
who had not only set the laws of his country at defiance, but 
was waging a cruel and dastardly war upon men without arms, 
upon women and children ; and acting, not the part of a brave 
and open enemy, but that of an enemy of the human family. 

Just at the close of Mr. Henry's administration, Virginia 
suffered an invasion of a few days, under the British offic^a 
Oollin and Matthew. They seized Fort Nelson, near Norfolk, 
destroyed the naval stores at Gosport, burnt Suffolk, and dis« 
appeared before the militia could be rallied to chastise their in- 
solence. This occurred in the month of May, seventeen hun- 
dred and seventy-nine *, and the facility and impunity with which 
the enterprise was accomplished, very probably suggested the 
more serious invasion of the state, which afterward took plaee 
under the traitor Arnold. 

It would seem, that a wish was entertained to re-elect Mr« 
Henry to the office of governor a fourth time, although the con- 
stitution declared him ineligible after the third year. The im- 
pression seems to have been that his appointment for the first 
▼eari not Imving been made by deleffates who bad themselvM 

14* 
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been elected under the eonstitutioiit ought not to be counted a« 
one of the constitutional years of service. Mr. Henry, how« 
erer, had too scrupulous a respect for that instrument to accept 
the office, even in a doubtful case ; and, therefore, addressed 
the following letter to the speaker : — , 

"May 28, 1779. 

" Sir : The term for which I had the honour to be elected 
governor by the late assembly being just about to expire, and 
the constitution, as I think, making me ineligible to that office, 
I take the liberty to communicate to the assembly through yoOf 
sir, my intention to retire in four or five days. 

" I have thought it necessary to give this notification of my 
design, in order that the assembly may have the earliest oppor« 
lunity of deliberating upon the choice of a successor to me in 
office. With great regard, 

" I have the honour to be, sir, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

"P. Henry.*' 

Thus closed Mr., Henry's administration: and although he 
had not an opportunity of distinguishing it by any splendid 
achievements, it is honour enough that he had given universal 
satisfaction, and that he retired with a popuTarity confirmed and 
increased. 

It has been thought best npt to break the chain of the narra« 
tive, as to his public character, by noticing the changes which 
had before this time occurred in his domestic relations. It 
may be proper to pause here for the purpose of supplying this 
omission. 

His wife, the partner of his youth, and the solace of his early 
adyersities, had died in the year seventeen hundred and^seventy* 
five, after having made him the father of six children. The 
anguish of this blow was mitigated by the circumstance of her 
having been, for several years, in a state of ill health and of 
sttfiering, from which there was no hope of recovery ; and to 
her, therefore, death indeed " came like a friend to relieve her 
from pain." 

Neither had the father lived to witness the promotion of his 
■OR to Uie highest hoAours of the republic. He had lived how- 
over, long enough to enjoy the first bloom of his fame, and to 
see him Uie most celebrated and rising character in the state. 
He had died about the year seventeen hdhdred and seventy, and 
left behind him a name highly respectable for every private and 
social virtue. 

His uncle, for whom he seems to have had a strong affiBction« 
had died during his government, and in token of hu 
wki. respect, hul appointed him the executor of hie wilL 
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His tender a^d indulgsent mother illll survived, and felt alt 
that pure and exquisite delight, whieh the well-deserved hononri 
of her son were calculated to inspire. 

After the death of his wife, Mr. Henry sold the farm called 
Scotch Town, on which he had resided in Hanover, and pur- 
chased eight or ten thousand acres of valuable land in the 
county of Henry ; a county which had been erected during hie 
government, and which had taken its name from him,"* as did 
tfterward its neighbouring county of Patrick. In the year sev** 
enteen hundred and seventy-seven, he intermarried with Doro* 
thea, the daughter of Mr. Nathaniel W. Dandridge, with whom,* 
after the resignation or expiration of his office; he removed to 
his newly-acquired estate, called Leatherwood, and there re- 
aiimed the practice of the law. In the year seventeen hundred 
and eighty, we find him again in the assembly, and one of the 
most active members in the house. 

During the winter session of this year, General Gates entered 
the city of Richmond from his southern campaign, where he 
had most wofully fulfilled General Lee^s prediction.* His total 
defeat at Camden, and a series of subsequent ill fortune, had 
left South Carolina completely in the hands of the victorious 
British ; and to increase his humiliation, congress had not only 
superseded him in that command, by the substitution of General 
Greene, but had passed a resolution requiring the commander- 
in-chief to order a court of inquiry oh his conduct. Under 
these accumulated disgraces, the unfortunate general entered 
the city of Richmond ; when Mr. Henry moved a resolution 
which displays, in a most engaging light, the delicate and gene-* 
Tous sensibility of his character ; it was as follows : — 

** Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to wt^it 
en Major-general Gates, and to assure him of the high regard 
and esteem of this house ; that the remembrance of his former 
glorious services cannot be obliterated by any reverse of for- 
tune ; but that this house, ever mindful of his great merit, will 
omit no opportunity of testifying to the world, the gratitude 
which, as a member of the American union, this country owes 
to him in his military character.'^ 

The author may be permitted to say of a state, which is his 
only by adoption, that in an assembly of Virginians, this gen- 
erous resolution could not fiail to pass unanimously. The 
committee appointed to communicate it to the general, were^ 
Mr. Henry, Mr. Richard H. Lee, Mr. Zane, and General Nel- 
son. We nray be assured, that a committee, chosen with so 

* When G«n. Chsries Lee heard of Gen. Grates's appointment to the conv* 
WmA of the touthern army, he foretold that '* his northern laurels would bf 
•tnmed mte mnUkemvfiUowM.** 
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much judgment,* dbcharged their duty in a manner the moet 
grateful to the wounded feelings of the general ; and on the 
next day, Mr. Henry reported the following answer, which was 
spread upon the journal : — * 

'* Richmond, December 28, 1780. 

** Sir : I shall ever remember with the utmost gratitude, the 
high honour this day done me by the honourable the house of 
delegates of Virginia. When engaged in the noble cause of 
freedom and the United States, I devoted myself entirely to the 
service of obtainihg the great end of their union. That I have 
been once unfortunate is my great mortification ; but, let the 
event of my future services be what they may, they will, as 
they always have been, be directed by the most faithful integ- 
rity, and animated by the truest zeal for the honour and interest 
of the United States. " Horatio Gates.*' 

The spring and summer of the next year presented a period 
of even deeper darkness than the autumn of seventeen hundred 
and seventy-six. Virginia, had not, hitherto, been the theatre 
of hostile operations of a very serious character ; her sufferings 
had been rather those of sympathy with her northern and south- 
ern sisters ; but in this year the calamities of war were brought 
home to her own bosom. Arnold's invasion took place in Ja- 
nuary : having carried his ravages as high up as Richmond and 
Westham, he retired to Portsmouth, where he rested till April, 
when General Philips succeeded to the command, and paid an- 
other visit of desolation to Manchester. 

In the next month came Lord Cornwallis, with his victorious 
army from the south, driving everything before him, and stri- 
king terror into whatsoever quarter he approached. Having 
formed a junction between his forces and those under the com- 
mand of General Philips, there was no longer a military force 
in the state which had the power to resist him. The inferior 
body of republican troops, under the Marquis la Fayette, moved 
before him, without the ability to strike a blow ; and Cornwallis 
roamed at pleasure, and without any apprehension, through the 
interior of the state. 

The seventh of May was the day appointed by law for the 
meeting of the assembly at Richmond. A few members met 
and took the oaths prescribed by law ; but the number not being 
sufficient to proceed to business, the house was adjourned from 
daj to day until the tenth ; when, upon information of the ap- 

* Mr. Henry, the mover, had recently closed his administration with honour, 
as the first republican governor of Virginia, and was the most considerable man 
in the commonwealth ; Mr. Lee was a member of the congress, whose vote we 
have just mentioned ; Mr. Zane represented the county in which Gen. Qates 
inrad; «nd Gen. Nehlon was the moat populv military character in the stata. 
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proach of the enemy, they adjourned to the twenty-fonrth, to 
meet at Charlottesville. It was not until the twenty»eighth, that 
a house was formed to proceed to business at this place ; when 
Mr.< Benjamin Harrison was elected speaker, and after making 
the usual acknowledgments for that honour, proceeded to ad- 
dress the following remarks to the house ; which I quote, not 
beciiuse they are a very favourable specimen of Mr. Harrison's 
oratory, but to show the panic which prevailed even among the 
first men Qf the country :— ^ 

** The critical and dangerous situation of our country leads 

me to hope, that my recommending it to you to despatch the 

weighty matters that will be under your consideration, with all 

convenient speedy will not be taken amiss ; the people Expect 

i that effectual and decisive measures will be- taken to rid them 

of an implacable enemy, that are now roaming at large in the 

i very bowels of our country, and I have no doubt of your an<- 

i swering their expectations ; the mode of doing this may indeed 

I be difficult : but it not being my province to point, it out, I shall 

! leave it to. your wisdom, in full confidence that everything that 

\ is necessary for quieting the minds and dispelling the fears of 

[ our constituents, will be done." 

i Eight days after this address, Mr. John Jouett, a citizen of 
I the place, entered the town on horseback, at full speed, and an- 
i Dounced the near and rapid approach of Tarlton, at the head 
t of three hundred cavalry and mounted infantry. The house 
had just met, and was about to commence business, when the 
I alarming cry of *' Tarlton and the British," was spread through 
\ the village ; and they had scarcely taken time to adjourn infor- 
I mally to Staunton, when Tarlton rushed like a thunderbolt into 
I the village, in , the confident expectation of seizing the whole 
I assembly ; but the birds had flown. He made seven of them 
( onlv prisoners. The rest reassembled in Staunton, on the sev- 
I enth of June. On the tenth of June, a false report af his. ap-< 
i proach produced another panic ; and the house having merely 
I taken time to resolve that they would meet at the Warm Springs, 
if it should be found dangerous to meet in Staunton on the next 
I day; and on their failure so to do, that the speaker might eal) 
I t meeting, when and where he pleased, again bibke up and 
I dispersed. 

I It was at this period of almost hopeless darkness, when the 
I energies of the sUte seemed to have Jbeen pretty nearly para^^ 
lyzed, that the project of a dictator Was again revived ; and it 
I is again highly probable, that Mr. Henry was the character who 
' was in vieyfjor that office. . Inquiries have been made of the 
I surviving members of that assembly to ascertain whether the 
project could be traced to him, or whether he had any kind ^f 
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participation ia the proposal ; bat those inquiries have resttUed 
fctt a conviction of his entire innocence. The project came from 
other quarters) and seems to have been the last refuge of that 
fenerai despair which for a short time pervaded the whole 
commonwealth. 

But this period of deep darkness was the harbinger of break- 
ing day. The morning dawned with the arrival of those aids 
from France, which Mr. Henry had so long ago predicted ; and 
the sun of American independence arose to set no more. He 
lived to witness the glorious issue of that revolution which his 
genius had set in motion; and (to repeat his own prophetic 
language, before the commencement of the struggle^ " to see 
America take her stand among the nations of the earth." The 
contest closed with the capture of Cornwallis, at Little York, 
on the nineteenth of October, seventeen hundred and eighty- 
one; and thus, the ball of the revolution rested in the same 
state in which it had received the first impulse. 

This enlightened and patriotic statesman, however, was not 
yet inclined to indulge himself in that repose to which he was 
so well entitled. The constitution of the state had as yet been 
tried only in war, when the sense of common danger, and their 
ardour in the common cause, might of themsehres have been 
sufficient to keep the people together, and to supply, in a good 
degree, the place of government. It was necessary to see how 
the instrument would wbrk in peace ; what assurance it gave 
of public order and well-regulated liberty ; or whether any, and 
what defects in the plan required amendment. 

There were other considerations, too, which called loudly for 
attention. The war had left the country in a most deplorable 
situation ; poor and in debt ; its warriors unrequited ; its finances 
wholly deranged ; its jurisprudence unsettled ; and all its facul- 
ties weak, disordered, and exhausted. . This was no time for 
the patriot to quit his post It demanded all his vigilance to 
guard the infknt republic against the machinations of its enemies, 
both abroad and at home ; it required all his care and all his 
skill to heal the numerous disorders which had flowed from the 
war; to nurse the new-born nation into health and strength ; to 
develop its ^resources, moral and physical ; and thus to give 
security and permanence to its liberties. 

With the view of contributing his aid to those great objects, 
Mr. Henry still continued to represent the county of hia resi- 
dence, in the legislature of the state, and controlled the pro- 
ceedings of that body, with a weight of personal authority, and 
a power of eloquence, which it was extremely difficult, and in- 
deed almost impossible to resist. A striking evidence of this 
power was given, immediately on the close of the revolution, 



JPATRICK RBIfRT. 167 

in lu8 adrocating the return of the British refagees. The mea- 
sure was most vehemently opposed. There was no class of 
human beings against whom such violent and deep-rooted pre- 
judices existed. The name of *' British tory," was of itself 
enough, ftt that period, to throw almost iany company in Vir- 
ginia into flames, and was pretty generally a signal for a coat 
of tar and feathers ; a signal which was not very ofien disobeyed. 
Mr. Henry's proposition in favour of a class of people so odious 
could not fail to excite the strongest surprise ; and was, at first, 
received with a repugnance apparently insuperable. 

The late Judge Tyler, then the speaker of the house, op- 
posed it in the committee of the whole, with great warmth ; and 
in the course of the discussion, turning from the chairman to 
Mr. Henry, he asked him, ** how Ae, above all other mei^ could 
think of inviting into his family, an ei^emy, from whose insults 
and injuries he had suffered so severely ?" To this Mr. Henry 
answered, that ** the personal feelings of a politician ought not 
to be permitted to enter those walls. The question«" he said, 
** was a national one, and in deciding it, if they acted wisely, 
nothing would be regarded but the interest of the nation. 

** On the altar of his country's good he was willing to saeri* 
fiee all personal resentments, all private prongs — and he flat- 
tered himself, that he was not the only man in the house who 
was -capable of making such a sacrifice. We have^ sir," said 
ha, **an extensive country, iDitkout populationr-^vrhnt can be a 
more obvious policy than that this country ought to be peopled T 
'^^feoplcj sir, form the strength, and constitute the wealth of a 
nation. I want to see our vast forests filled up by some process 
m little more spe^y than the ordinary course of nature. I wish 
to see these states rapidly ascending to that rank which their 
natural advantages authorise them to nold among the nations of 
th0 earth. Cast your eyes, sir, over this extensive country — 
observe the salubrity of your climate ; the variety and fertility 
of your soil — and see that soil intersected in every quarter by 
bold, navigable streams, flowing to the east and to the west, as 
if the finger of Heaven were marking out the course of your 
settlements, inviting you to enterprise, and pointing the way to 
wealth. 

** Sir, you are destined, at some time or other, to become a 
great agricultural and commercial people ; the only question is, 
whether you choose to reach this point by slow gradations, and 
at some distant period ; lingering on through a long and sickly 
minority ; subjected, meanwhile, to the machinations, insults, 
and oppressions of enemies, foreign and domestio, without 
sufficient strength to resist and chastise them ; or whether you 
f boose rather to rusb itt once, as It weret to the full enjoymeAl 
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of those high deatiniefl, and be able to cope, tinglo-handedi widi 
the proudest oppressor of the old world. 

If you prefer the latter course, as I trust you do, encourage 
emigration ; encourage the husbandmen, the mechanics, the mt&t* 
chants of the old world, t6 come and settle in this* land of prom- 
ise ; make it the home of the skilful, the industrieus, the fortunate 
and happy, as well as the asylum of the distressed ; fill up the 
measure of your population as speedily as you^san, by the means 
which Heaven hath placed in your power ; and I venture to 

f>rophesy there are those now living, who will see this foroured 
and among the most powerful on ^arth; able, sir, to take 
care of herself, without resorting to that policy which is always 
so dangerous, though sometimes unavoidable, of calling in 
foreign aid. 

** Yes, sir ; they will see her great in arts and in arma-x-her 
golden harvests waving over fields of immeasurable extent ; her 
commerce penetrating the most distant seas, and her cannoD 
silencing the vain boasts of those who now proudly affect to 
rule the waves* But, sir, you must have men ; you cannot get 
along without them ; those heavy forests of valuable timl^, 
under which your lands are groaning, must be cleared away; 
those vast riches which cover the face of your soil, as well as 
those which lie hid in its bosom, are to be developed and gath« 
ered only by the skill and enterprise of men v your timber, «r, 
must be worked up into ships, to transport the productions of 
the soil from which it has been cleared ; then you must have 
commercial men and commercial capital, to take off your pro-* 
ductions, and find the best markets for them abroad ; your 
great want, sir, is the want of men ; and these you muat have, and 
will have speedily, if you arc wise. 

** Do you ask how you are to get them ! Open your doora, 
sir, and they will come in ; the population of the old world- k 
full to overflowing ; that population is ground, too, by the op* 
pressions of the governments under which they live. Sir, they 
are already standing on tiptoe upon their j^ative shores, and 
looking to your coasts with a wistful and longing eye ; they see 
here a land blessed with natural and political advantages, which 
are not equalled by those of any other country upon earth; 
a land on which a gracious Providence hath emptied the horn 
of abundance ; a land over which peace hath now stretched 
forth her white wings, and where content and plenty lie down 
at every door ! 

*'Sir, they see something still more attractive than all thia; 
they see a land in which liberty, hath taken up her abode ; IImI 
liberty, whom they had considered as a fabled goddess, €xUt« 
ipg only in the ianciea of poets ; diey see her hexfr a real He 
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rWAty ; her ahars rising on every hand throughout these h^ppy 
states ; her glories chanted by three millions of tongues ; and 
^e whole region smiling under her blessed influence. Sir, let 
but this our celestial goddess, liberty, stretch forth her fair hand 
toward the people of the old world ; . tell them to come, and bid 
them welcome ; and you will see them pouring in from the north, 
from the south, from the east, and from the west ; your wilder- 
nesses will be cleared and settled ; your deserts will smile ; your 
ranks will be filled ; and you will soon be in a condition to defy 
the powers of any adversary. 

** But gentlemen object to any accession from Great Britain ; 
uid particularly to the return of the British refugees. Sir, I 
jfeel no objection to the return of .these deluded people ; 
they hare, to be sure mistaken their own interests most 
woftilly« and most wofully have they Buffered the punish- 
ment due to their offences. But the relations which we bear to 
them and to their native country are now changed ; their king 
liath acknowledged our independence ; — -the quarrel is over | 
peace hath returned and found us a free people. Let us have 
the magnanimity, sir, to lay aside our antipathies and prejudices, 
and consider the subject in a political light. 

** Those are an enterprising, moneyed people; they will be 
serviceable in taking off the surplus produce of our lands, and 
supplying us with necessaries, during the infant state of our 
manufactures. Even if they be inimical to us in point of feel- 
ing and principle, I can see no objection, in a political view, in 
making them tributary to our advantage. And as I have no 
prejudices to prevent my making this use of them, so, sir, I 
have no fear of any mischief that they can do us. Afraid of 
them /-^what, sir," — said he, rising to one of his loftiest atti- 
tudes, and assuming a look of the most indignant and sovereign 
contempt, — ** shall we,Vho have laid the proud British lion at 
our feet, now be afraid of his whelps f " 

The force of this figure, and the energy with which it was 
brought out, are said to have produced an effect that made the 
house start simultaneously. It continued to be admired, long 
after the occasion which save it birth had passed away, and was 
frequently quoted by Mr. Wythe to his students, while professor 
of law at William and Mary college, as a happy specimen of 
those valuable figures, which unite the beauty of decoration 
with the effect of argument. 

The gentleman (Judge Tyler) to whom I am indebted for the 
preeeding Incident, has favoured me also with the following 
one, which I shall give in his own words : — 

*^Mr. Henry espoused the measure which took off the re- 
vtraints on British commerce, before any treaty was entered 

15 
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into; ia which I opfKised him on this grroand, that that meMnre 
would expel from this couatiy the trade of every other Dation, 
on account of our habits, language, and the manner of conduct- 
ing business on credit between us and them: also on thii 
ground, in addition to the above, that if we changed the thei 
current of commerce, we should drive awaj- all competitioo, 
and never perhaps should regain it, (which has literally hap* 
pened.) In reply to these observations, he was beyond all 
expression eloquent and sublime. 

** After painting the distresses of the people, struggling 
through a perilous war, cut off from commerce so long that 
they were naked, and unclothed, he concluded with a figure, 
or rather a series of figures, which I shall never forget, 
because, beautiful as they were in themselves, their effect was 
heightened beyond all description, by the manner in which he 
acted what he spoke : — * Why,' said he, * should we fetter com* 
merce ? If a man is in chains, he droops and bows to the earth, 
for his spirits are broken,* looking sorrowfully at his feet ; * but 
let him twist the fetters from his legs, and he will stand erect, 
— straightening himself, and assuming a look of proud defiance. 
Fetter not commerce, sir — let her be as free as air«--she will 
range the whole creation, and return on the wings of the four 
winds of heaven, to bless the land with plenty/ '* 

In the fall session of seventeen hundred and eighty «foar, Mr. 
Henry proposed and advocated several measures which deserve 
particular mention :-<"-one of them, on account of the originality 
and boldness of mind from which it proceeded ; and others, be* 
eause they have sometimes been made the subjects of censure 
against him. The first respects the Indians. Those unfortu* 
nate beings, the natural enemies of the white people, whom 
they regarded as lawless intruders into a country set apart for 
themselves by the Great Spirit, had continued, from their first 
landing, to harass the white settlements, and hang, like a pesti* 
lence on their frontier, as it advanced itself toward the west. 

The story of their accumulated wrongs, handed down by tra* 
dition from father to son, and emblazoned with all the colours 
of Indian oratory, had kept their war-fires smoking from age to 
aee, and the hatchet and scalping-knife perpetually brieht. 
They had Ion? since abandoned the hope of being able^ by their 
single strength, to exterminate the usurpers of their soil ; but 
either from the spirit of habitual and deadly revenge, or from 
the policy of checking, as far as they could, the perpetually ex- 
tending encroachments of the white men, they had waged an 
unremitting war upon their borders, marked with horror^ which 
eclipse the wildest fictions of the legendary tale. These peo- 
pki toOf besides the mischiefs to which they were prompted by 
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their own feelings and habits, were an ever-ready and a most 
terrific scourge^ in the hands of any enemy with whom this 
country might be at variance* 

The stories of these b<Mrder skirmishes, which yet live in the 
traditions of the west, are highly worthy of collection. They 
exhibit scenes of craft, boldness, and ferocity, on the part of 
the savages, and of heroic and desperate defence by the semi* 
barbarous men» women,' and children, who were the objects of 
these attacks, which mark the characters of both sides in a most 
interesting manner. Those tales of the long, obstinate, and 
bloody defence of log-cabins ; of the almost incredible achieve- 
ments of women and little boys ; of the sometimes total and 
sometimes partial havoc of families ; of the captivity, tortures, 
and death of some ; and the miraculous escape, wanderings, and 
preservation of others — would form a book of more interest 
than any other that could be put into the hands of a Virginia 
reader ; and would furnish the subject of many a novel, drama, 
and painting. Th6 adventure of Captain Smith and Pocahontas, 
if you put aside the dignity of their characters, is cold and tame, 
when compared with some which are related among the western 
inhabitants of this state. 

Donmore, although thanked at the time for his services, was 
afterward believed, by the house of burgesses, to have made use 
of them in the years seventeen hundred and seventy-four and 
fivO) in order to draw off the attention of the colonists from the 
usurpation of the British court: and, in the recent war of the 
revolution, that merciless enemy had been again let loose upon 
our frontier, with all the terrors of savage warfare. The return 
of peace with Britain had given us but a short respite from their 
hostilities. I pereeivci by the journal of the house of delegates, 
that on the fifth of November, seventeen hundred and eighty- 
four, it was, on the motion of Mr. Henry, 

** Resolved, That the governor, with the advice of council, 
be requested to adopt such measures as may be found necessary 
to avert the danger of hostilities with the Indians, and to incline 
them to treat with the commissioners of congress ; and for that 
purpose to draw on the treasury for any sum of money not ex- 
ceeding one thousand pounds, which shall stand charged to the 
account of money issued for the contingent charges of govern- 
ment.** 

A treaty with the Indians, however, was well known to be a 
miserable expedient ; the benefits of which would scarcely last 
as long as the ceremonies that produced it The refecting po* 
Ktician could not help seeing, that; in order to remove the an- 
Aoyance effectually, the remedy must go to the root of the dis* 
easa—^that that inveterate and fatal enmity which rankled in the 
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hearts of the Indians mnst be eradicated-^that a common inte 
rest and congenial ifeelings between them and their white neigh» 
hours roust be created — and humanity and civilization gradually 
sttperindaced upon the Indian character. The difficulty lay in 
devising a mode to effect these objects. The white people who 
inhabited the frontier, from the constant state of warfare in 
which they lived with the Indians, had imbibed much of their 
character; and learned to delight so highly in scenes of crafty, 
bloody, and desperate conflict, that they as often gave as they 
received the provocation to hostilities. 

Hunting, which was their occupation, became dull and tire- 
some, unless diversified occasionally by the more animated and 
piquant amusement of an Indian skirmish ; just as ** the blood 
more stirs to rouse a lion than to start a hare.'* The policy^ 
therefore, which was to produce the deep add beneficial change 
chat was meditated, must have respect to both sides, and be c& 
culated to implant kind affections in bosoms which at present 
were fil]e.d only with reciprocal and deadly hatred. The remedy 
suggested by Mr. Henry was to encourage marriages between 
.these conterminous enemies; and having succeeded, in the 
committee of the whole house, in procuring the report of a res- 
olution to this effect, he prepared a bill which he is aaid to 
have advocated with irresistible earnestness and eloquence. 
The inducements held out by this bill, to promote these mar* 
riages, were, pecuniary bounties to be given on the certificate 
of marriage, and to be repeated at the birth of each child ; ex* 
emption from taxes ; and the free use of a seminary of learning, 
to be erected for the purpose, and supported at the expense of 
the state. 

This bill, which is thought worthy of preservation, as a polit« 
ieal curiosity, is as follows :-— 
**A bill for the encourugement of marriages with the Indians^ 

** Whereas, intermarriages between the citizens of this com- 
monwealth and the Indians living in its neighbourhood, may 
have great effect in conciliating the friendship and confidence 
, of the latter, whereby not only their civilization may in some 
^egtBt be finally brought ^ * 3t, but in the meantime, their hoa* 
tile inroads be prevented : for encouraging such intermarriages, 

Be it enacted hy the General Assembly, That if any free 
white male inhabitant of this commonwealth shall, according to 
the laws thereof, enter into the bonds of matrimony with an 
Indian female, being of lawful age^ and under no precontract to 
any Indian male, and shall thereby itfduce her to become mn in« 
habitant of this commonwealth, and to live with him in the 
character of a wife, such male inhabitant, on producinr a eertifi^ 
eate of such marriage, under &e hand and seal of the penon 
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od«bmtiiig the stme, shall be entitled to receitre a premium of 

•— pounds, oat of any unappropriated money which the 

treasurer may hare in his hands, or of such money as may 
hereafter be appropriated to such use ; shall, over and above 

such premium, be entitled to the sum of pounds, for every 

child proceeding from such marriage, on a certificate of the birth 
thereof, and their apparent cohabitancy, under the hand and seal 
of any one justice of the peace of the county in which he re^ 
sides, and shall, moreover, be exempted from all taxes on his ^ 
person and property for and during the time of such cohabitancy. 

**And be it further enacted^ That if any free female inhabit- 
ant of this commonwealth shall, in like manner, intermarry 
with any male Indian of lawful, age, they shall, on a certificate 
thereof, as aforesaid, be entitled to ■ ■■■ pounds, to be paid as 
aforesaid, and laid out under the direction of .the court of the 
county within which such marriage shall be celebrated, in the 
purchase of live stock, for his and her use, and such male In- 
dian shall be annually, on the first day of October, entitled to 
— — pounds, to be paid as aforesaid, and, laid out under the di- 
rection of the said court, in the purchase of clothes for his use ; ^ 
and each male child proceeding from such intermarriage, shall, * 

at the age of be removed to such public seminary of 

learning, as the executive may direct, and be there educated 
until the age of twenty-one, at the public expense, to be defrayed^ 
out of such funds as may hereafter be appropriated to the same. 
And the governor, with the advice of council, is hereby author- 
ized and desired to cause the benefit of this provision to be ex-* 
tended to all such male children ; and if any such male Indian 
shall become an inhabitant of this commonwealth, he shall be 
moreover exempted from all taxes on his person or the property 
he naay acquire. 

** And he it further enacted^ That the offspring of the inter- 
marriages aforesaid, shall be entitled, in all respects, to the same 
rights and privileges, under the laws of this commonwealth, as 
if they had proceeded from intermarriages among free white 
inhabitants thereof* 

^^And he U further enacted^ That the executive do take the 
most effectual and speedy measures for promulgating this act to 
such tribe or tribes of Indians as they may think necessary." 

On the third reading of the bill, the first blank was filled with 
ten — the second with^ve — the third with ten — the fourth with 
three-^^oiA the fifth with ten yean* 

WMe Mr. Henry continued a member of the house, the. 
progress of this bill was unimpeded. It passed through a first 
and second reefing, and was engrossed for its final passage* 
wlien his election as governor took effect, and displaced lum 
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from the floor: on the third dtj after which event the bill wM 
retd a third time and rejected. 

It were a useless waiste of time to specalate 6n the probable 
effiects of this measure, had it succeeded. It is consideredt 
however, as indicative of great humanity, of character, and ms 
marked with great boldness, if not soundness of policy. Mn 
Henry is said to have been extremely sanguine as to its efficacy, 
and to have supported it by some of the highest displays of his 
eloquence. 

The other two measures to which I have adverted, as having 
been patronised by Mr. Henry, at this session, were, the incor« 
poration of the Protestant Episcopal church, and what is called 
** a general assessment." These measbres have been frequently 
stated, in conversation, as proofs of a leaning on the pari oi 
Mr. Henry, toward an established church, and that, too, the 
aristocratic church of England. To test the justnesa of this 
charge, the journals of the house of delegates have been exam« 
ined, and tlus is the result of the evidence which they llirnish: 
on the seventeenth of November, seventeen hundred and eighty- 
four, Mr. Matthews reported from the committee o^ the whole 
house, on the state of the commonwealth, the folk wing resola-* 
tion: — 

*^Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that acts 
ought to pass for the incorporation of all societies of the 
Christian religiouy which may apply for th^ same,^* 
• The ays and noes having been called ff^r, on the pasiiage of 
this resolution, were, ays, sixty-two, noes, twenty-three; Mr. 
Henry being with the majority. 

Tlie principle being thus established in relation to all religious 
societies, which should desire a legal existenee for Uie benefit 
of acquiring and holding property to the use of their respectife 
churches, leave was given, on the same day, to bring in a bill 
to incorporate the clergy of the Protestant Episcopal church, 
which had brought itself within that principle by having applied 
for an act of incorporation ; and Mr. Henry was one, but not 
the chairman,* of the committee appointed to bring in that bitt. 
How a measure which holds out to all religious societies, 
equally, the same benefit, can be charged with partiality, be* 
cause accepted by one only, it is not very easy to discern. It 
would seem, to an ordinary mind, that on the same prineiple, 
the Christian religion itself might be charged with parttaUty, 
since its offers, though made to all, are accepted but by a few: 
and it is very certain, that if Mr. Heavy is to be auspeeted of 

* The chairm&D was Mr. Carter H. Harnson ; the rest of the committee 
were, Mr. Hent7> Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. WUliam Anderson, tad Mr. Tase- 



^ biat towkrd an estftbttshed ehurefa, on account of this vote, 
die charge will reach some of the foremost and best-establish- 
ed repablicans in the state, whose names stand recorded with 
Mr. Henry's on this occasion, and who hold to this day the 
undiminished confidence of their countrymen. 

The other measure, the general assessment, proceeded from 
a number of petitions from different counties of the common'^ 
werjth, which prayed that as all persons enjoyed the benefits 
tfi religion, all might be required to contribute to the expense 
df supporting some form of worship or other. The commit- 
tee to whom these petitions were referred, reported a bill 
whose preamble sets forth the grounds of the proceeding, and 
furnishes a conclusive refutation of the charge of partiality to 
•ny particular form of religion. The bill is entitled, *' A bill, 
establishing a provision for teachers of the Christian religion \*^ 
and its preamble is in the following words : — 

•* Whereas the general dilSusion of Christian knowledge 
bath a natural tendency to correct the morals of men, restrain 
thenr Vices, and preserre the peace of society ; which cannot 
be effected without a competent provision for learned teachers, 
who may be thereby enabled to devote their time and attention 
to the duty of instructing such citizens as, from their circum* 
ivtances and want of education, cannot otherwise attain such 
knowledge ; and it is judged such provision may be made by* 
the legimature, without counteracting the liberal principle 
heretofore adopted and intended to he preserved, hy abolishing 
nil distinctions of pre-eminence among the different socie* 
ties or communities of Christians, ^"^ 

The provisions of tne bill are in the strictest conformity with 
the principles announced in the close of thc^ preamble; the 
persons subject to taxes are required, at the time of giving in 
a Mst of their titheables, to declare to what particular religiouif 
society they chose to appropriate the sums assessed upon them, 
respectively ; and, in the event of their failing or declining to 
specify any appropriation, the sums thus circumstanced are 
directed to be paid to the treasurer, aild applied by the genera) 
assembly to the encouragement of seminaries of learnings 
ift the counties where such sums shall arise. 

If there 6e any evidence of a leaning toward any particular 
riSligfoas sect in this bill, or any indication of a desife for an 
Stftabiisbed church, the author of dvese sketches has not been 
iHe to discover thenK Mr. Henry was a sincere believer in 
die Chiistia» religion, and had a strong desire for the success- 
M propaga:tion of the gospel, but there was no tincture of big- 
otry or intolerance In bis sentiments ; nov have I been able to 
lem Aftt ke bad Sf {MHiclUiotts preference for any particular 
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form of worships His faith regarded the vital ^inX of the 
gospel, and busied itself not at all with external ceremonies of 
Controverted tenets. 

Both these bills, *^ for incorporating the Protestant Episcopal 
church," and '* establishing a provision for teachers of the 
Christian religion,*' were reported after Mr. Henry had ceased 
to be a member of the house ; but the resolutions on which 
they were founded were adopted while he continued a mem*' 
ber, and had his warmest support The first bill passed into 
a law ; the last was rejected by a Small majority on the third 
reading. 

The i^ame session afforded Mr< tienry a double opportunity 
of gratifying, in the most e:ltquisite manner, that naturally bland 
and courteous spirit, which so eminently distinguished his 
character. General Washington and the Marquis la Fayette, 
both of them objects of the warmest loVe and gratitude to this 
country, visited Richmond in November. They arrived on 
different days. The general entered the city on the fifteenth, 
and the journal of the next morning exhibits the following 
order :— 

^* The house being informed of the arrival of General Wash- 
ington in this city^ Resolved, tiefnine contradicente, that as a 
mark of their reverence for his character, and affection for his 
person, a committee of fiv^ members be appointed to wait upon 
him, with the respectful regard of this house, to express to 
kim the satisfaction they feel in the opportunity afforded by 
his presence of offering this tribute to his merits ; and to as- 
sure him that as they not only retain the most lasting impres- 
sions of the transcendant services rendered in his late public 
character, but have, since his return to private life, experienced 
proofs that no change of situation can turn his thoughts from 
the welfare of his country, so his happiness can never cease 
to,be an object of their most devout wishes and fervent suppli- 
cations. 

** And a committee was appointed of Mr. Henry, Mr. Jones* 
(of King George,) Mr. Madison, Mrt Carter H. Harrison, and 
Mr. Carringtbn." 

To this spontaiieous abd unanimous burst of feeling. Gen- 
eral Washington returned an answer marked with his char^ 
acteristic modesty, and full of the most touching sensibility^ 
It is worthy of insertion, as showing, in a soft and winning 
light) a character with which we are apt to associate only the 
images of a dignity and reserve, approaching to sternness. 
'* Gentlemen," said he, '* my sensibility is deeply affected by 
this distinguished mark of the affectionate regard of your hoa^ 
<»urable house, t lament) on this occasion, the want of tboatf 
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powers which would enable me to do justice to my feelings ; 
and shall rely upon your indulgent report to supply the defect ; 
at the same time, I pray you to present for me, the strongest 
1 assurances of unalterable affection and gratitude, for this last 
( pleasing and flattering attention of my country." 
t The marquis, who had been to France since the close of hos* 
i tilitiest made his entree on the morning of the seyenteenth of 
( November ; and the house, immediately on its meeting, came 
t to the following resolution :— 

t '' The house being informed of the arrival, this morning, of 

the Marquis de la Fayette in this city, Resolved, nemine con» 

i tradicente^ that a committee of five be appointed, to present to 

i him the affectionate respects of this house, to signify to him 

f their sensibility to the pleasing proof given by this visit to the 

\ United^ States, and to this state in particular, that the benevolent 

i and honourable sentiments which originally prompted him to 

1 embark in the hazardous fortunes of America, still render the 

i prosperity of its affairs an object of his attention and regard; 

I and to assure him, that they cannot review the scenes of blood 

and danger through which we have arrived at the blessings of 

\ peace* without being touched, in the most lively manner, with 

the recollection, not only of the invaluable services for which 

i the United States at large are so much indebted to him, but of 

i that conspicuous display of cool intrepidity and wise conduct, 

i daring his command in the campaign of seventeen hundred and 

! <eighty-one, which, by having so essentially served this state in 

I particular, have given him so just a title to its particular ac- 

snowledgments. That, impressed as they thus are with the 

diatingdished lustre of his> character, they cannot form a wish 

more suitable, than that the lesson it affords may inspire all 

those whose noble minds may emulate his glory, to pursue it 

by means equally auspicious to the interests of humanity. 

** And a committee was appointed of Mr. Henry, Mr. Mad< 
i8on, Mr. Jones, (of King George,) Mr. Matthews, and Mr. 
Brent." 

To this address, the marquis made the following polite and 
feeling answer : — 

*« Gentlemen: With the most respectful thanks to your 
honourable body, permit me to acknowledge, not only the flat« 
tering favour they are now pleased to confer, but also the con<* 
«taiit partiality, and unbounded confidence of this state, which 
ia trying times, I have so happily experienced. Through the 
continent, gentlemen, it is most pleasing for me to join with my 
friends in mutual congratulations ; and I need not add what my 
sentiments must be in Virginia, where step by step have I so 
keenly felt for her distress, so eagerly enjoyed her reeorery. 



/ 



178 wirt's LirE ot 

<* Our armed for<;e was obliged to retreat^ but your patriotic 
tiearts stood unshaken ; and whiles either at that period, or in oaf 
better hours, my obligations to you are numberless ; I am happy 
in this opportunity to observe, that the excellent services of 
your militia were continued with unparalleled steadiness. Im* 
pressed with the necessity of federal union, I was the more 
pleased in the command of an army so peculiarly federal ; hi 
Virginia herself freely bled in defence of her sister states. 

"In my wishes to this commonwealth, gentlemen, I will per- 
severe with the same zeal, that once and for ever has devoted 
me to her. May her fertile soil rapidly increase her wealth — 
may all the waters which so llixuriatitly flow within her limits, 
be happy channels of the most extensive trade — and may she id 
her wisdom, and the enjoyment of prosperity, continue to give 
the world unquestionable proofs of her philanthropy and her 
regard for the liberties of all mankind. ' 

"LaPayktte." 

Time had now brought forward several new political charac- 
ters, who had risen high in the public estimation: but Mr. Henry 
and Mr. Lee still kept their ground fir in the van. A gentle' 
man of great distinction, who began his public career in seven- 
teen hundred and eighty-three, found both these eminent 
men in the house of delegates, and heard them for the first 
time in debate : he served through the two sessions of that and 
those of the following year, and has communicated to me so 
vivid and interesting a comparison of their merits, as they struck 
his young and ardent mind, that I cannot consent to withhold it 
from the reader. 

" I met with Patrick Henry in the Assembly in May, seven- 
teen hundred and eighty-three« I also then met with Richard H< 
iiee» I lodged with Mr. Lee one or two sessions, and was 
perfectly acquainted with him, while I was yet a stranger to 
Mr. Henry. These two gentlemen were the great leaders in 
the ^house of delegates, and were almost constantly opposed : 
there were many other great men who belonged to that body ; 
butf as orators, they cannot be named with Henry or Lee. Mr. 
Lee was a polished gentlemen : he had lost the use of one of 
his hands, but his manner was perfectly graceful. 

'* His language was always chaste, and although somewhat 
too monotonous, his speeches were always pleasing ; yet he 
did not ravish your senses, nor carry away your judgment by 
storm. His was the mediate class of eloquence aescribed by 
Rollin in his belles lettres ; he was like a beautiful river, mean« 
dertng through a flowery mead, but which never overflowed Its 
banks. It was Henry who was the mountain torrent that 
awept away everything before it : it was he alone who thun* 
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dered and lightened : he alone attained that sublime species of 
eloquence also mentioned by RoUin. 

** It has been one of the greatest pleasures of my life to hear 
these two great masters, almost constantly opposed to each 
other, for several sessions. I had no relish for any other 
speaker. Henry was almost always victorious. He was as 
much superior to Lee in temper as in eloquence ; for while, 
with a modesty approaching almost to humility, he would apol* 
ogise to the house for being so often * obliged to differ from 
the honourable gentleman, which he assured them, was 
from no want of respect for him.* Lee was frequently much 
chafed by the opposition ; and I once heard him say aloud, and 
petalantly, after sustaining a great defeat, that, * if the votes 
were weighed instead of being counted, he should not have 
lost it'* 

** Mr. Henry was inferior to Mr. Lee in the gracefulness of 
his aetion^ and perhaps also in the chasteness of his language : 
yet his language was seldom incorrect, and his address always 
striking. He had a fine blue eye, and an earnest manner, 
which made it impossible not to attend to him. His speaking 
was unequal, and always rose with the subject and the exigency. 
In this respect he differed entirely from Mr, Lee, who was aK 
ways equal, and therefore less interesting. At some times, 
Mr. Henry would seem to hobble, (especially at the beginning 
of his speeches,) and at others, his tones would be almost dis-' 
a^eeable : yet it was by means of his tones, and the happy 
modulation of his voice, that his speaking had perhaps its 
greatest effect. 

^ lluB hit of Mr. Lee was thought a very happy one at the time. I 
have heard it mentioned by several others who were members of the .house, 
particularly by Judge Tyler. This gentleman represented it as having occurred 
after a division and count of the house, and just as the members were about 
to retam to their seats. A member who was in the majority, and who was 
not very remarkable either for intellect or urbanity, said, with a coarse laugh, 
to Mr. Lee, '* Well, you see you have lost it." Upon which the latter, look- 
up at him with rather a contemptuous and sneering countenance, answered, 
" X es, I heme lost it, but if votes were weighed instead of being counted, I 
■hoQld not have loet it." 

Was- this thought original in Mr. LeOi or had he unconsciously borrowed it 
itom the younger Pliny 1 " Sed hoc pluribus [levius] visum est. Nume- 
r0sUwr emm sententuB, rum ponderaniur : nee aliud in publico consilio potest 
fieri, in quo nihil est tarn inaequale, quam aBqualitas ipsa ; nan cum sit impar 
prodentia, par omnium jus est." — Pun. Epist. Lib. IL Epist. XIL 

^'Tet these reflections, it seems, made no impression upon the majority. 
Voiet fo ky number, not toeight ; nor can it be otherwise in assemblies of 
i^9 kmd, where nothing is more unequal than that equality which pre- 
T9x\m in them ; for though every member has the same weiight of suf&affe, everr 
member has not the same strength of jud^ent."— Milmoth*s Translation ot 
FUny. London, 1748. 
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<^ He had a happy articulation — a clear, bold, atroiig 
and every syllable was distinctly uttered. He was always Tery 
unassuming, and very respectful toward his adversaries; the 
conseque;tice was, that no feeling of disgust or animosity was 
arrayed against him. He was great at a reply, and greater in 
proportion to the pressure which was bearing upon him ; aad 
it seemed to me, from the frequent opportunities of olMerv»* 
tion afforded me during the period of which I have spoken, that 
the resources of his mind and of his eloquence were equal to 
any drafts which could possibly be made upon them." 

This inequality in the speeches of Mr. Henry, was ioipoted 
by some of his observers to art. He always spoke, they say, 
for victory, and wishing to carry every one with him, adapted 
tiie different parts of his discourse to their different capacities. 
A critic of a higher order would sometimes think him trifling, 
when in truth he was making a most powerful impression on 
the weaker members of the house. By these means it is said, 
he contrived to worm his way through the whole body, and to 
insinuate his influence into every mind. When he hobbled, it 
was like the bird that thus artfully seeks to decoj away the 
foot of the intruder from the precious deposite of her brood ; and 
at the moment when it would be thought that his strengtii was 
almost exhausted, he would spring magnificently from the 
earth, and tower above the clouds. 

He knew all the local interests and prejudices of erery quar- 
ter of the state, and of every county in it ; and whether these 
prejudices were rational or irrational, it is said that he wo«ld 
appeal to them without hesitation, and, whenever he found it 
necessary, enlist them in his cause. His address on these oc- 
casions has been highly admired even by those who have cen- 
sured the course as deficient in dignity arid candour. It was 
executed with so much delicacy and adroitness, and eorered 
under a countenance of such apostolic solemnity, that the 
persons on whom he was operating were unconscious of the 
design. 

Winding his way thus artfully through the house, from coun- 
ty to county, from prejudice to prejudice, with the power of mov- 
ing them, when he pleased, from tears to laughter, from laughter 
to tears, of astonishing their imaginations, and overwhelming 
their judgments and hearts, it is easy to conceive how irresist- 
ible he must have been. When with these prodigious faculties 
the reader connects his engaging deportment out of the house 
— the uncommon kindness and gentleness of his nature— 4iie 
simplicity, frankness, and amenity of his manners — ^the inno> 
eefit playfulness and instruction of his conversation — the in- 
tegrity of his life — and the high sense of the aervices vhi^ ha 
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hod rendered Uy the oails^ of liberty and hits country — he will 
readily perceive, that ,ihe opinions and wishes of such a man 
vovld^be^ of thenofielves, .almost decisive of any question. 

The arti&e of reporting to erroneous local prejudices, in a 
kgislatire debate, is certainly not to be commended. Truth 
Inlands in need of no such aids. It must be admitted that there 
ifl more. pupitY as -well as dignity, in supporting a sound meas" 
ure by sound arguments only:. and we must be prepared to 
become Jeisliits, before we can justify a resort to wrong means 
to promote ewen a right end. In excuse of Mr. Henry, we 
have nothing to urge except immemorial and almost universal 
Qflftge ; a«d it is moreover highly probable, that many of the 
kielaneea, in which he was accused of resorting improperly to 
httrnl prejudices, were eases in which the questions were, from 
their nature, to be decided^ in a great measures by local inter* 
e«i8* Of -this description is the following one, now furnished, 
at my reqvieet, ijti writing, by Judge Archibald Stuart, from 
witoni I had the pleasure to .hear it in conversation several 
years ago .i — 

^ At youri^equest, I attempt a narrative of the extraordinary 
efieeta of Mr. Henry's eloquence in the Virginia legislature, 
about the year seventeen hundred and eighty-four, when I wa? 
present as a member of th^^t body. 

^*The finances of the country had been much deranged during 
tb« war^ and public credit was at a low ebb; a party in the leg-» 
ivkitate thought it then high time to place the character and 
credit of the state on a more respectable footing, by laying tax- 
es commensurate with all the public demands. With this view, 
a biU had been brought into the house, and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole; ia support of which the then speaker, (Mr. 
Tyler,). Henry Tas^weU* Mann Page, William Ronald, and 
many other members of > great respectability, (inxsluding, to the 
best of : nay veeollection, Richard H. Lee, and, perhaps, Mr, 
Madison,) t^ok an active part. Mr. Henry, on the other hand, 
was of opifiian that this was a premature attempt; that policy 
required that the people should have some repose after the fa* 
tif ttes and prfvations to which they had been subjected, during 
slong* and arduous struggle for independence. 

**The advoeates of the bill, in committee of the whole house, 
used their ulaiost efforts* and were successful in conforming it 
to their Viewfi, by such a majority (say thirty) as seemed to en- 
sure its 'passage. When the, committee rose, the bill was in- 
stantly reported to tl^e house ; when Mr. Henry, who had been 
ezcitea and roused by his recent defeat, came forward again in 
all the majesty of his power. For some time after he com- 
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menced speaking, the countenances of his opponcnfir indieated 
no apprehension of danger to their cavse. 

"The feelings of Mr. Tyler, which were sometimes warm, 
^could not on that occasion be concealed, eren in the chatr. His 
countenance was forbidding, eren repulsire, andhia face turned 
from the speaker. Mr. Tazewell was reading a pamphlet : and 
Mr. Page was more than usually grare. After some timer 
however, it was discovered that Mr. Tyler's coimteEnanee grad* 
ually began to relax ; he would occasionally look at Mr* Henry .* 
sometimes smile; his attention by degrees became more fixed; 
at length it became completely so: — he next appeared to be 
in good humour; he leaned toward Mr. Henry— rappe«red 
charmed and delighted, and iitially lost in wonder and amaxe^ 
ment. The progress of these feelings was legible in hia (•unit* 
nance. 

"Mr. Henry drew a most affecting picture of the state of 
poverty and suffering in which the people of the upper copodea 
had been left by the war. His delineation of thdr wants 
and wretchedness was so minute, so full of feeling, and witbal 
so true, that he could scarcely fail to enlist on hia side every 
sympathetic mind. He contrasted the severe toil by wbieb they 
had to gain their dieiily subsistence, with the facili^s enjoyed 
by the people of the lower counties. The latter, he said, re* 
siding on the salt rivers and creeks, could draw their supplies 
at plfeasure, from the waters that flowed by their door» ; and 
then he presented such a ludicrous image of the membera who 
had advocated the bill, (the most of whom were from the lower 
counties,) peeping and peering along the shores of the creeks, 
to pick up their mess of crabs, or addling off to the oyater- 
rocks, to rake for^^etr daily breads * as £lled the house with a 
roar of merriment. Mr. Tazewell laid down his pamphlet, and 
shook his sides with laughter ; even the gravity of Mr. Paga 
was affected : a corresponding change of countenance preratlad 
through the ranks of the advocates of the bill, and yon might 
discover that they had surrendered their eauae. In this they 
were not disappointed ; for on a division, Mr. Henry had a 
majority of upward of thirty against the bill." 

Vf this be a fair specimen of the cases (as probably it ia) in 
which Mr. Hei^y was accused of appealing improperly to local 
prejudices, the censure seems undeserved. It ia obviona that 
the eonsideration urged by him, on this oecaaiony belonged 
properly to the subject, and that the appeal to local cireom* 
stances was fairly made. Candour will justify u» in lookinft 

* At that day, (and perhaps still,) the poorer people on the rah craekt, 
lived almost exclusWely on fish; passing whole days, and somctimet 
without seeing a prain of bread. 
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with {real distrust, to the censures cast on this extraordinar^r 
man, br rirals whom he had obscured. 

Oa tlie seventeenth ofNoveiuber, seventeen hundred and 
eighty-foar, Mr. Henry was again elected governor of Virginia, 
to commence his service from the thirtieth day of the same 
mooth. The conamuntcation made by him to the first legisla- 
ture which met after his election, is inserted in the Appendix; 
it Is f i«ren at large, as a specimen of Mr. Henry's style in more 
extended compositions taan have yet been submitted to the 
reader, and for the further purpose of showing, that the objects 
with which a governor of Virginia, acting within the pale of the 
constitution, is conversant in time of peace, are not such as to 
shed much lustre on his character, or to solicit very powerfully 
the attention of his biographer. (See Appendix, Note B.) 

In examining the public archives of this date, there is a cir- 
cumstance whose freqnent and indeed constant recurrence, 
presses itself most painfully on the attention : I mean the re- 
slf nation of state officers, on the plea of a necessity to resort 
to some more effectuall means of subsistence. It is not generally 
known, that the councils of Virginia were, during the period 
«f which we are now speaking, enlightened and adorned by 
Home of the brightest of her sons ; much less is it known thai 
diey were driven from those councils, by that wretched policy 
which has always regulated the salaries of officers in Virginia. 
The letters of resignation, during the years seventeen hundred 
•nd eighty-four, .five, and six, which new stand on the public 
files, aiibrd the best comment on this policy. 

Vifgiiiia lost during those years, the services of such men as 
Imito rarely esieted in this or any other country ; and such as 
sheeao never hope to see again in her councils, until the sys- 
tem of penury shall yield to that of liberality. At the close of 
the war, indeed, there was some apology for this penury ; the 
country was wretchedly poor and in debt. But this caase 
has long since ceased, and with it also should cease the 
effect 

Virginia is now rich, and may fill her offices with the flower of 
her sons ; but can it be expected that men- who wish to live free 
from debt, and to leave their families independent at their deaths, 
will relinquish the pursuits by which they are able to affect 
these objects, and enter upon a service full of care, responsi- 
hility, and anxiety; a service whose certain fruits (if it be their 
only dependance) must be a life of pecuniary embarrassment; 
•ad (what is still worse) their wives and children, after their 
deaths, must be cast on the charity of a cold and unfeeling 
wortd* Ought such a sacrifiee to be expected ? and yet must 
k not be the ineritaUe cossequence of an exclusive dependanciL 
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on the salary of any offiee in Vir^nia, wbloh reqtrires talents 
of the highest order ? 

How affecting is that spectacle which we have seen of a pnb<» 
He officer, who, having worn out the prime and vigour of life In 
the service of his country, instead of being enabled to retire, in 
old age, to the repose and peace which he so justly deserved, is 
compelled to toil on for subsistence, though 'trembHng, perhaps^ 
under the weight of eighty winters, oppressed by debt, harassed 
by his creditors^ with the certainty before him of dying poor 
-and involved ; and leaving his posterity, if he have any ^ on the 
parish ! How forcibly does it remind us of that pathetic ex-* 
clamation of Wolsey : — ■ 

*' Cromwell, Cromwell, , 

Had I but served my God, with half the zeal 
' I served my king, he would not, in mine age 
Hate left mo naked to my enemies I" ' 

Is it in reference to the warm and generous state of Virginia, 
that these reflections can be made, and made too \dth troth and 
justice I 

These remarks are not foreign to our story t In the Ml of 
seventeen hundred and eighty-^six, while yet a year remained 
of his constitutional term, Mr. Henry was under the necessity 
&f retiring from the office of governor* There never was a 
man whose style of living was more perfectly unostentatious, 
temperate and simple ; yet the salary had been inadequate to 
the support of his family ; and, at the end of two years, he 
found himself involved in debts, which for the moment, he saw 
no hope of paying, but by the sacrifice of a part of his estate. 
Let it be remembered, that this occurred In the year seventeen 
hundred and eighty-six ; and let it be further remembered, that 
the salary was then very nearly what it still remains 1 

in consequence of Mr. Henry's declining a re-election, the 
legislature proceeded to appoint his successor; and then, on 
the succeeding twenty-fifth of November, the house of dele- 
gates came to the following' resolution :-^ 

** Resolved, unanimously^ That a committee be appointed to 
trait on his excellency the governor, and present him the thanks 
of this house, for his wise, prudent, and upright administration, 
during his last appointment of chief magistrate of this com- 
monwealth, assuring him that they retain a perfect sense of his 
abilities, in the discharge of the duties of that high and impor- 
tant office, and wish him all domestic happiness, on 'his retuhi 
to private life." • . . ^ 

To this resolution, Mr. Corbin, one of the eomihittee} r«« 
{wrted the following answer from Mr. Henry :-^ " 
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^Qsntlsven: Tkt house of delegttes have done me di8«> 
tiag uished honour, hy the resolution they have heen pleased to 
comtnuBitBie to me through you. I am happy to find my en'> 
deitvours to discharge the duties of my station, have met with 
their iavouvahle acceptance. 

** The approbation of my country is the highest reward to 
which my mittd is capable of aspiring, and I shall return to 
private life, highly gratified in the recollection of this instance 
of regard diowa me by the house; having only to regret that 
toy abiiittes to serve my country have come so short of my 
wishes. 

** At the same time that I make my best acknowledgments to 
the house for their goodness, I beg leave to express my {far- 
iicttkr obligations to you^ gentlemen, for the polite manner in 
which this coinflounication is made to me.'* 

On the fourth of December, in the same year, Mr. Henry 
waa Appointed by the legislature, one of seven deputies from 
this commonwealth to meet a convention proposed to be held 
in Philadelphia) on the following May, for the purpose of re« 
vifliBg the fedeml constitution. On this list of deputies, his 
name stands next to that of him, who stood of right before all 
others in America ; the order of appointment as exhibited by 
th« joiurnals being as follows: George Washington, Patrick 
Hearyt Edmund Randolph, John Blair, James Madison, George 
Mason, and George Wythe. 

The same cause, however, which had constrained Mr. Henry's 
retirement from the executive chair of state, disabled him now 
from obeying this honourable call of his country. On his re- 
ngaing the government, he retired to Prince Edward county^ 
«nd endeavoured to cast about for the means of extricating him- 
«elf from his debts. At the age of fifty years, worn down by 
more dian twenty years of arduous service in the -cause of his 
country* eighteen of iVhich had been occupied by the toils and 
tempests of the revolution, it was natural for him to wish for 
rest, and to seek some secure and placid port in which he 
miglii repose himself from the fatigues of the storm. This, 
however, was denied him ; and after having devoted the bloom 
of youth and the maturity of manhood to th6 good of his country, 
he had now in his old age to provide for his family. 

*^ He had never," says a correspondent, (Judge Winston,) 
^^hteninaasf eircumstancea; and soon after his removal to 
Prince Edward county, conversing with his usual frankness 
with one of his neighbours, he expressed his anxiety under the 
dobte whidi he was not able to pay; the reply was to this 
; *Ck> back to the bar ; your tongue will soon pay your 

W 
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debu. I^ you will promise to go^ t will give yon a teteinini 
fee on the spot/ 

*' This blunt advice determined him to return to the pracUce 
of the law ; which he did in the beginning of seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-eight ; and during six years, he attended reg- 
ularly the district courts of Prince Edward and New London/' 

Direful must have been the necessity which drove a man of 
Mr. Henry^s disposition and habits, at his time of life, and 
tempest-beaten as he was, torescmici the practice of sirch a pro- 
fession as the law. He would not/ however* undertake the 
technical duties of the profession; his engagements were eon- 
fined to the argument of the cause ; and his clients had of 
course, to employ other counsel, to conduct the pleadings, and 
ripen their cases for hearing. Hence his praetiee was restricted 
to difficult and important cases ; but his great reputation kept 
him constantly engaged ; he was frequently called to distant 
courts ; the light of his eloqu^ce shone in every quarter of the 
state, and thousands of tongues were everywhere employed in 
tepea^ing the fine effusions of his genius* 

'the federal constitution, the fruit of the convention at Phila- 
delphia, had now com^ forth, and produced an agitation which 
had not been felt since the return of peace. . The friends and 
the enemies to its adoption were equally zealous and active in 
their exertions to promote their respective wishes ; the presses 
throughout the continent teemed with essays on the subject; 
and the rostrum, the pulpit, the field, and the forest, rung wHh 
declamations and discussions of the most animated character. 
lEvevy assemblage of people^ for whal8oev«r purpose met^ either 
for court or church, muster or barbecue, presented an arena for 
the political combatants; and in some quarters of the onion, 
such was the public anxiety of the occasion, that gentlemen in 
the habit of public speaking, converted themselves into a sort 
of itinerant preachers, going from county to county, and from 
state to state, collecting the people by distant appointments, an^ 
ehallenging all adversaries to meet and dispute with them the 
propriety of the adoption .of the federal constitution. 

All who souaht to distinguish themselves by public apeakiftff, 
all candidates mr popular favour, and espedatiy the junior mem- 
bers of the bar, flocked to these meetings frotm the remotest dis- 
tances, .and entered the lists with all the ardouir, and gallantry 
of the knights of former times at their tilts and toarnaments. 
Kever was there a theme more fruitful of dtscnssion, and never 
was there one more amply or ably discussed. 

Of the convention which was to decide the fate of this instriK 
xnent in Virginia, Me< Henry wad ebosen a manber^for the county 
ot Prince Edward, Al^ough the oonstidition ktA eeme tnm 
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. with the «ancUon of the revered name of l^ashington, and car* 
ried with it all the weight of popularity which that name eonld 

, Dot fail to attach to any proposition, it had not the good fortune 

. to be approved by Mr: Henry. He was (to use his own expres- 
sion) *^mo8t awfully alarined" at the idea of its adoption ; for he 
considered it as threatening the liberties of his country; and he 

. deterpnined, therefore, to buckle on once more the armour which 
he had hmg up in the temple of peace, and try the fortune of 
^is» the laetof hia political fields. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

OoDvention ti Richmond on the Adoption of the Federal Constitution — ^Un- 
eommoti Amy of Men of Talent in the Convention — ^Mr. Senry's Reply to 
<jrcn. Lte-^To Mr. Pbndteton— Sytiopei* of the chief Objections to the 
CoDstitutioQ — Mr. Henry^s Reply to Mi. Madison and Mr. Corbin — Singular 
Incident connected with Mr. Henry's closing Addrese— Session of the As- 
sembly in October-^Mr. Henry nominates Richard H. Lee and Mr. Grayson 
u Senator's iii Opposition to Mr. Madison — His Resolutions in the Assembly 
on the Sqbject of the Constitution-^ Anecdote of his Retaliation upon a young 
Member — ^Draft of Letters to Governor Clinton and to several States. 

Thb e^nveation met in Richmond, on the second of June, 
seveateen hundred and eij^^hty-eight, and exhibited such an array 
of variegaied talents, ad had never been collected before vrithin 
the limits of the state, and such a one as it may well be feared 
ire ^hall never see again. A few of the most eminent of these 
statesmen are still alive; of whom, therefore, delicacy forbids 
us to speak ad they deserve. Their powers, however, and the 
p^uliar characters of their intellectual excellence, are so well 
known that their names will be sufficient to speak their respect- 
ive euhigiee. 

\fe may mention, therefore, Mr* Madison, the late president 
0i the UnUed States ; Mr« Marshall, the chief-justice ; and Mr. 
Monroe, now the president. What will the reader think of a 
body* in which men like these were only among their equals! 
Yet sueh is the. fact; for there were those sages of other days, 
Pendleton and Wythe; there was. seen displayed the Spartan 
Tlgour and compactness of George Nichols; and there shon^ 
Ibe radiant genius and sensibility of Grayson; the Roman en* 
€Xgy and the Attic wit of Geor|^« Mason was there; and fhere^ 
^q« the tImaAc taste aiid harmony of Edmund Randolph ; " the 
vplendid eonflagvatioB*' of the high-minded Innis; and the 
inafcahkii cbquettee of tka ioMnortal Henry) 
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Th« debatei and proc^dings of thh Convention^ b^ Mr* IH* 
vid Robertson, of Peteraburgh, have passed through two editions; 
yet it is believed that their circulation has been principally con- 
fined to Virginia; and even in this state, from the rapid progreas 
of our population, that book is supposed to be in, eoroparatiirelyi 
few handa. Hence it has been thought proper to give a short 
sketch of Mr. Henry's course in this body* It ought to be pre* 
jnised, however, that the published debates have been said, by 
those who attended the convention, to present but an imperfect 
view of the discussion of that body. In relation to Mr. Henry, 
they are confessedly imperfect; the reporter having sometimes 
dropped him in «hose passages in which the reader would be 
most anxious to follow him. 

From the skill and ability of the reporter, there can be no 
doubt that the substance of the debates, as well as their general 
course, are accurately preserved. The work is, therefore, « 
valuable repository of the arguments by which the constittttion 
was opposed on one hand, and supported on the other; bat it 
must have been utterly impossible for a man who possesses the 
sensibility and high relish for eloquence which distinguish the 
reporter, not to have been so far transported by the excursions 
of Mr. Henry's genius, as sometimes, unconsciously, to have 
laid down his pen. 

It was not until the fourth, that the preliminary arrangenients 
for the discussion were settled. Mr. Pendleton nad been tinan* 
imously elected the president of the convention ; but it having 
been determined that the subject 8lu>uld be debated in eommittca 
of the whole, the house on that day resolved itself into commit- 
tee, and the venerable Mr. Wythe was called to the chair. In 
conformity with the order which had been taken, to discuss the 
constitution, clause by clause, the clerk now read the preamble, 
and the two. first sections ; and the debate vras opened by Mr. 
George Nicholas. 

He confined himself strictly to the sections under considers* 
tion, and maintained their policy with great cogency of argo* 
ment. Mr. Henry rose next, and soon demonstrated that hb 
excursions were not to be restrained by the rigour of rules. 
Instead of proceeding to answer Mr. Nicholas, he commenced 
by sounding an alarm calculated to produce a most powerful 
impression. The effect, however, will be entirely lost upon the 
reader, unless he shall associate with the speech which I am 
about to lay before him, that awful solemnity and look of feai^ 
ful portent, by which Mr. Henry could imply even mora than 
be expressed; and that slow, distinct, emphatic eaundatioBy by 
which he never failed to move the souls of his hearenr. 
''Mm. Chairman: The public mindt as well as vuf oiro» li 
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mxUr^mtily uaeasy at the proposed chanfe of government. Gire 
•me leave to form one of the number of those who wish to be 
thoroughly acqaaintecl with the reasons of this perilous and un- 
ei^7 situation — and why we are brought hither to decide on this 
great national question. I consider myself as the servant of 
the people of this commonwealth — as a sentinel over their rights, 
liberty, and happiness. I represent their feelings when I say, 
tlMt they are exceedingly uneasy, being brought from that state 
of full security which they enjoyed, to the present delusive ajh 
pearance of things. 

'* A year ago, the minds of our citizens were at perfect repose. 
Bcrfore the meeting of the late federal convention at Philatle]« 
)phia, a general peace and a universal tranquillity prevailed in 
>tiiis couni]^*-^but since that period} they are exceedingly uneasy 
.and disquieted. When I wished for an appointment to this 
. eonTentioB, my mind was extremely agitated for the sitaation 
•of- public affairs* I conceive the republic to be in extreme 
danger* 

*'If our situation be thus uneasy, whence has arisen this fear- 
ful jeopardy? It arises from this fatal system — it arises from a 
proposal to change our government — a proposal that goes to the 
utter annihilation of the ^ost solemn engagements of the states 
— a proposal of establishing nine states into confederacy, to the 
eventual exclusion of four states. It goes to the annihilation of 
those solemn treaties we have formed with foreign nations. The 

g resent circumstances of France — the good offices rendered us 
y that kingdom, require our most faithful and most punctual 
adherence to our treaty with her. 

** We are in alliance with the Spaniards, the Dutch« the Prus- 
sians : those treaties bound us as thirteen states, confederated 
together. Yet here is^ a proposal to sever that confederacy. Is 
it possible that we shall abandon all our treaties and national 
engagements ? And for what? I expected to have heard the 
reasons of an event, so unexpected to my mind and many others. 
Was our civil polity or public justice endangered or sapped? 
Was the real existence of the country threatened — or was this 
preceded by a mournful progression of events? 

**This proposal of altering our federal government is of a 
most alarming-nature. Make the-best of this new government 
'^say it is composed by anything but Inspiration — ^you ought to 
be extremely cautious, watchful, jealous of your liberty ; for in- 
alaead of securing our rights, you may lose them for ever. If a 
wrong step be now miade, the republic may be lost for ever. If 
this new government will not come up to the expectation of the 
people, and they should be disappointed, their liberty wUl be 
lost, and tyranny most and will arise. 
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"I repett it a^in, and I beg f^ntlemea to eontider, diat t 
wrong step made now, will plunge us into misery, and our re» 
public will be lost. It will be necessary for this conTention to 
have a faithful historical detail of the facts that preceded the 
session of the federal convention, and the reason that actuated 
its members in proposing an entire alteration of government, 
and to demonstrate the dangers that awaited us: if they were of 
such awful magnitude, as to warrant a proposal so extremdy 
perilous as this, I must assert, that this convention has mn abso- 
lute right to a thorough discovery of every circumstance reh- 
tive to this great event. 

**And here I would make this inquiry of those worthy -diar- 
acters who composed a part of the late federal convention. I 
am sure they were fully impressed with the necessity of form- 
ing a great consolidated government, instead of a confederatioo. 
That this is a consolidated government is demonstrably clear; 
and the danger of such a government is to my mind very stri- 
king. I have the highest veneration for those gentlemen: but, 
sir, give me leave to demand, what right had they to say, we, 
the people f 

^^My political curiosity, exclusive of my anxious solicitude 
for. the public welfare, leads me to ask, who authorized them to 
speak the language of, we^ the people^ instead of, toe, the statett 
States are the characteristics, and the soul of a confederation* 
If the states be not the agents of this compact, it must be one 
greatt consolidated^ national government of the people of oil 
the states, I have die highest respect for thoee gentlemen who 
formed the convention; and were some of them not here, I 
would express some testimonial of esteem for them. 

*' America had, on a former occasion, put the utmost eonlh 
dence in them; a confidence which was welUplaced; and I am 
sure, sir, I would give up anything to them ; I would cheerfullf 
confide in them as my representatives. But, sir, on this ^prett 
occasion, I would demand the cause of their conduct. Eves 
fVom that illustrious man, who saved us by his valour, I wooM 
have a reason for his conduct — that liberty which he has givsn 
us by his valour, tells me to ask this reason— and sure I am, 
were he here, he would give us that reason : but there are other 
gentlemen here who can give us this information. 7^ V^"^ 
gave them no power to use tlieir name. That they eiteeeoed 
their power is perfectly clear. 

*'It is not mere curiosity that acttmtes me-^I wish to hear As 
real, actual, existing danger, which should lead us to take thoit 
steps so dangerous in my conception. Disorders have arisen k 
tither parts of America ; but here, sir, no dangers, iio inaurrss- 
tton, or tumult, has happened-^everything has been calm and 
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tmaq«U- Bot, notwithstanding this, we are wandering on the 
grpo^t ocean of human affairs. I see no landmark to guide us. 
We are running we know not whither, 

** Difference in opinion has gone to a degree of inflammatory 
n^sentment, in difl^erent parts of the country, which has been 
occasioned by this perilous innovation. The federal conrention 
ought to hare amended the old system — for this purpose they 
were eolely delegated : the object of their mission extended to 
no other consideration. You must therefore forgive the solicit- 
ation of one unworthy member, to know what danger could 
balre arisen under the present confederation, and what are the 
ceases of this proposal to change our government?'' 

Tbia inquiry was answered by an eloquent speech from Mr. 
Bendolph ; and the debate passed into other hands ; until on the 
next day, General Lee, in reference to Mr. Henry's opening 
speech^ addressed the chair, as follows : — 

** IMe. Chairman: I feel every power of my mind moved by 
the language of the honourable gentleman; yesterday. The 
aclai Rfld brilliancy which have distinguished that gentleman, 
the bonours with which he has been dignified, and the brilliant 
talesils which he has so often displayed, have attracted my re* 
apect and attention. On so important an occasion, and before so 
respectable a body, I expected a new display of his powers of 
ereiory: but, instead of proceeding to investigate the merits of 
liie BOW plan of government, the worthy character informed us 
eC horrors which he felt, of apprehensions in his mind, which 
wamde him tremblingly fearful of the fate of the commonwealth. 

**Mr. Chairman : Was it proper to appeal to the/ear of this 
lioaae T The question before us belongs to the judgment of this 
liovaa ; I trust he is come to ju^ge and not to alarm, I trust 
that he, and every other gentleman in this house, comes with a 
jirm resolution, coolly and calmly to examine, and fairly and 
impartially to determine.'* 

In the further progress of his speech, General Lee again said, 
imlher tauntingly, of Mr. Henry — "The gentleman sat down as 
He began, leaving us to ruminate oh the horrors with which he 
open^.** 

Mn Henry, rising imnnediately after these sarcastic remarks, 
-gjmwt a striking specimen of that dignified self-command, and 
that strict and uniform decorum, by which he was so pre-emi- 
nently distinguished in debate. Far from retorting the sarcasms 
of his adversary, he seemed to have h^ard nothing but the com- 
pKnents with which they stood connected, and rising slowly 
from his seat, with a countenance expressive of unaffected hu« 
mility, he began with the following modest and disqualifying 
exmndiiim:-** 



iW WIKT*« LIFX Of 

**Mr. Chairman: I am much oblifed to the rtry wordqr 
gentleman for his eneomium. I wish I waa possessed of talents, 
or possessed of anything, that might enable me to elucidate this 
great subject. I own, sir, I am not free from suspicion. I am 
apt to entertain doubts. I rose, on yesterday, not to enter upon 
the discussion, but merely to ask a question which had arisen in 
my own mind. When I asked that question, I thought the 
meaning of my interrogation was obvious. The fate of America 
may depend on this question. 

*' Hare they said, we^ the states f Have they made a propo* 
sal of a compact between states f If they had^ this would be a 
confederation; it Is, otherwise, most clearly, a consolidated 
government* The whole question turns, sir, on that poor UUle 
thing, the expression, we% the people^ instead of, the states of 
America.*' 

He then proceeded to set forth, i|i terrible array, his Tarions 
objections to the constitution; not conining himself to the 
clauses under debate, but ranging through the whole instrument^ 
and passing from objection to objection, as they followed each 
other in his mind. This departure from the rule of the house, 
although at first view censurable, was insisted upon by hinaseU 
and his colleagues, as being indispensable to a just examination 
pf the particular clause under consideration; because the policy 
or impolicy of any provision did not alwsys depend upon itselt 
alone, but on other provisions with which it stood connected, 
and, indeed, upon the whole system of powers and checks that 
were associated with it in the same instrument, and thus formed 
only parts of one entire whole. 

The truth of this position, in relation to some of the provi* 
sions, could not be justly denied ; and a departure onde made 
from the rigour of the rule, the debate became at large, on ev- 
ery part of the constitution; the disputants at every stag^e look- 
ing forward and backward throughout the whole instrument, 
without any coatrol other than their own discretion. Thus 
freed from restraints^ under which his genius was at all times 
impatient, uncoupled and let loose to range the whole field at 
pleasure, Mr. Henry seemed to have recovered, and to luxuriate 
in all the powers of his youth. He had, indeed, occasion for 
them all; for while he was supported by only three effective 
auxiliaries, opposed to him stood a phalanx, most formidable 
both for talents and weight of character; and several of whom 
it might be said, with truth, that each was "in himself a host ;'' 
for at the head of the opposing ranks stood Mr. Pendleton, Mr. 
Wythe, Mr. Madison, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Ran* 
dolph, Mt. Innis, Mr. Henry Lee, and Mr. Garbin. Fearful 
odds ! and such as called upon him for the most strenuoiM 
ertion of all his (acuities. 
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Nor did he sink below the occasion. For twenty days, dur- 
tiif which this great discussion continued without intermission* 
his efforts were sustained, not only with undiminished strength* 
but with powers which seemed to gather new force from every 
exertion. All the faculties useful for debate were found united 
in him, with a degree of perfection, in which they are rarely 
seen to exist, even separately, in different individuals: irony, 
ridicule, the purest wit, the most comic humour, exclamations 
that made the soul start, the most affecting pathos, and the most 
sublime apostrophes, lent their aid to enforce his reasoning, and 
lo put to flight the arguments of his adversaries. • 

The objection that the constitution substikuied a consolidated 
in lieu of ^a confederated government, and that this new consol- 
idated government threatened the total annihilation of the state 
sovereignties, was pressed by him with most masterly power : 
he said there^was no necessity for a change of government so 
entire and fundamental — and no inducement to it, unless it was 
to be found in this splendid governmenU which we were told 
wes to make us a great and mighty people • 

^* We have no detail,'' said he, <*of those great considerations, 
which, in my opinion, ought to have abounded^ before we should 
irecur to a government of this kind. Here is a revolution as 
radical as that which separated us from Great Britain. It is as 
radical, if in this transition our rights and privileges are endan- 
gered, and the sovereignty of the states be relinquished: and 
cannot we plainly see, that this is actually the case? The rights 
of conscience, trial by jury, liberty of the press, all your immu- 
nities and franchises, all pretensions to human rights and privi- 
leges, are rendered insecure, if not lost, by this change so loudly 
talked of by some, and so inconsiderately by others. Is this 
tame relinquishment of rights worthy of freemen? Is it wor- 
thy of that manly fortitude that ought to characterize repub- 
licans? 

**It is said eight states have adopted this plan : I declare, that 
if twelve states and a half had adopted it^ I would with manly 
firmness, and in spite of an erring world, reject it. You are 
not to inquire how your trade may be increased, nor how yon 
are to become a great and powerful people, but how your lib' 
erties can be secured ; for liberty ought to be the direct end of 
your government. Is it necessary for your liberty, that you 
should abandon those great rights by the adoption of this sys«- 
tem? Is the relinquishment of the trial by jury, and the liberty 
€»f the press, necessary for your liberty ? , Will the abandonment 
oi your most sacred rights tend to the security of your liberty t 
Liberty* the greatest of all earthly blessings*— ^'t7e us thai pre^ 
eiausjewelt and you may take everything else! 

n 
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**Biit I am fearful I hare lived long enough to become an old- 
fashioned fellow. Perhaps an invincible attachment to the dear- 
est rights of man, may, in these refined, enlightened days, b« 
deemed old-fashioned : if so, I am contented to be so : I say, the 
time has been, when every pulse of my heart beat for American 
liberty, and which, I believe, had a counterpart in the breast of 
every true American ; but suspicions have gor|e forth — ^suspicions 
of my integrity — publicly reported that my professions are npX 
real — twenty-three years ago was I supposed a traitor to my 
country: I was then said to be a bane of sedition because J sup- 
ported the rights of my country: I maybe thought suspicious* 
when I say our privileges and rights are in danger: but, sir, a 
number of the people of this country are weak enough to think 
these things are too true. 

**I am happy to find, that the gentleman on the other side de« 
elares they are groundless : but, sir, suspicion is a virtue, as long 
as its object is the preservation of the public good, and as long 
as it sta3r8 within proper bounds : should it fall on me, I am con 
tented ; conscious rectitude is a powerful consolation : I Imst 
there are many who think my professions for the public good to 
be real. Let your suspicion look to both sides : there are many 
on the other side, who possibly may have been persuaded of the 
necessity of these measures, which I conceive to be dangerous 
to your liberty* 

** Guard with jealous attention the public liberty. Suspect 
every one who approaches that jewel. Unfortunately, nothing 
will preserve it but downright force : whenever you give up that 
force, you are inevitably ruined. I am answered by gentlemen, 
that though I might speak of terrors, yet the fact was, that we 
were surrounded by none of the dangers I apprehended. I con- 
ceive this new government to be one of those dangers: it has 
produced those horrors which distress many of our best citizens. 
We are come hither to preserve the poor cdmmonwealth of Vir. 
ginia, if it can be possibly done : something must be done to 
preserve your liberty and mine. 

*^The confederation, this same despised government, merits, 
in my opinion, the highest encomium: it carried us through a 
long and dangerous war: it rendered us victorious in that bloody 
eonfiict with a powerful nation: it has secured us a territory 
greater than any European monarch possesses: and shall a gov- 
ernment which has been thus strong and vigorous, be accused 
of imbecility, and abandoned for want of energy? Consider 
what you are about to do, before you part with this government 
Take longer time in reckoning things ; revolutions like this have 
happened in almost every country of Europe: similar examples 
are to be found in ancient Greece and ancient Rome: instances 
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of the people losing their liberty by their own careletsnet 8 and 
the ambitioii of a few. 

*'We are cautioned, by the honourable gentleman who pre* 
sides, against faction and turbulence: I acknowledge that licen* 
tiousness is dangerous, and that it ought to be provided against: 
I acknowledge, also, the new form of government may effectu- 
ally prevent it: yet there is another thing it will as efTectually 
do— it will oppress and ruin the people. There are sufficient 
guards placed against faction and licentiousness : for when powe^ 
is given to this government to suppress these, or for any other 
purpose, the language it assumes is clear, express, and unequiv- 
ocal: but when this constitution speaks of privileges, there is 
an ambiguity, sir, a fatal ambiguity, an ambiguity which is 
very astonishing !" 

The adoption of the instrument had been maintained upon 
the ground that it would increase our military strength, and en- 
able us to resist the lawless ambition of foreign princes: it had 
been urged, too, that if the cpnvention should rise without adopt- 
ing the instrument, disunion and anarchy would be the certain 
consequences. In answer to these topics he said : — 

** Happy will you be, if you miss the fate of those nations, 
who, omitting to resist their oppressors, or negligently suffering 
their liberty to be wrested from them, have groaned under in- 
tolerable despotism! Most of the human race are now in this 
deplorable condition. And those nations who have gone in 
search of grandeur, power, and splendour, have also fallen a 
sacrifice, and been the victims of their own folly. While they 
acquired those visionary blessings, they lost their freedom. 

''My great objection to this government is, that it does not 
leave us the means of defending our rights, or of waging war 
against tyrants. It is urged by some gentlemen, that this new 
plan will bring us an acquisition of strength, an army, and the 
militia of the states. This is an idea extremely ridiculous: 
gentlemen cannot be in earnest. This acquisition will trample 
on your fallen liberty! Let my beloved Americans guard 
against |hat fatal lethargy that has pervaded the universe. Have 
we the means of resisting disciplined armies, when our only de- 
fence, the militia, is put into the hands of congress? 

'*The honourable gentleman said, that great danger would 
ensue, if the convention rose without adopting this system. I 
ask, where is that danger? I see none. Other gentlen^en have 
told us within these walls^ that the union is sone-^or, that the 
union will be gone. Is not this trifling with the judgment of 
their fellow-citizens ? Till they tell us the ground of their fears, 
I will consider them as imaginary. I rose to make inquiry 
where those dangers were; they could make no answer: I be^ 
lieve I never shall have that answer. 
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**Is there a dispositioB in the people of this country to revoli 
against tlie dominion of laws? Has there been a single tumult 
in Virginia! Have not the people of Virginia, when labouring 
under the severest pressure of aeeumulated distresses, mani- 
fested the most cordial acquiescence in the execution of the 
laws! What could be more lawful than their unanimous acqui- 
escence under general distresses? Is there any revolution in 
Virginia ? Whither is the spirit of America gone ? Whither 
is the genius of America fled ? It was but yesterday when our 
enemies marched in triumph through our count ry* Yet thfi 
people of this country could not he appalled by their pompous 
4irmaments : they stopped their career^ and victoriously cap' 
tured them! Where is the peril now compared to that? 

"Some minds are agitated by foreign alarms. Happily for 
OS, there is no real danger from Europe: that country is engaged 
In more arduous business: from that quarter there is no cause 
of fear: you may sleep in safety for ever for them. Where is 
the danger? If sir, there was any, I would recur to the Amer- 
ican spirit to defend us — that spirit which has enabled us to sur- 
mount the greatest difficulties : to that illustrious spirit I address 
my most fervepit prayer, to prevent our adopting a system de- 
structive to liberty. 

''Let not gentlemen be told that it is not safe to reject this 
government Wherefore is it not safe? We are told there are 
dangers; but those dangers are ideal; they cannot be demon- 
etrated; To encourage us to adopt it, they tell us that there is 
a plain, easy way of getting amendments. When I come to 
contemplate this part, I suppose that I am mad, or, that my 
countrymen are so. The way to amendment is, in my concep- 
tion, shut Let us consider this plain, easy way.^* 

He then proceeds to demonstrate, that as the constitution re- 
quired the concurrence of three fourths of the states to any 
amendment, it followed that six tenths of the people, in four of 
the smallest states, (not containing collectively one-tenth part of 
the population of the United States,) would have it in their 
power to defeat the most salutary amendments; and then asks, 
**Is this, sir, an easy mode of securing the public liberty? It 
is, sir, a most fearful situation, when the most contemptibTe'^l- 
nority can prevent the alteration of the most oppressive govern- 
ment: for it may, in many respects, prove to be such. Is this 
the spirit of republicanism? What, sir, is the geqius of de- 
mocracy?^ Let me read that clause ef the bill of rights of Vir- 
ginia, which relates to this : — 

"'Third Article. That government is, or ought to be, insti- 
tuted for the common benefit, protection, and securijty of the 
people, nation, or community; of all the various modes and 
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forms of goyemment, thtt U best which is capable of producing 
the glreatest degree of happiness and safety, and is most effectu- 
ally secured against the danger of nwl-administration ; and thai 
whenever any government shall be found inadequate, or con- 
trary to these purposes^ a majority of the community hath an 
indubitable, unalienable; and indefeasible right to reform, alter, 
or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive 
to the public weal.' 

**This, sir, is the language of democracy, that a majority of 
the community have a right to alter their government when 
found to be oppressive; but how different is the genius of your 
new constitution from this? How different from the sentiments 
of freemen, that a contemptible minority can prevent the good 
of the majority 7 If, then, gentlemen, standing on this ground, 
are come to that point, that they are willing to bind themselves 
and their posterity to be oppressed, / am amazed^ and fnex« 
pressibly astonished ! 

'*If this be the opinion of the majority, 1 must submit; but 
to. me, sir, it appears perilous and destructive; I cannot help 
thinking so; perhaps it maybe the result of my age; these may 
be feelings natural to a man of my years, when the American 
spirit has left him, and his mental powers, like the members of 
the body, are decayed. If, sir, amendments are left to the twen- 
tieth, or to the tenth part of the people of America^ your liberty 
is gone for ever. < 

** We have heard that there is a great deal of bribery practised 
in the house of commons in England; and that many of the 
members raised themselves to preferments by selling the rights 
of the people. But, sir, the tenth part of that body cannot coni^ 
tinue oppressions on the rest of the people. English liberty is, 
in this case, on a firmer foundation than American liberty. It 
will be easily contrived to procure the opposition of one tenth 
of the people to any alteration, however judicious.** 

Mr. Pendleton had repelled the idea of danger from the 
adoption of the constitution, on the ground of the facility 
with which the people could recall their delegated powers, and 
<^ani2:e thpir servants. **We will assemble in convention,*' 
eaid Mr. Pendleton, *' wholly recall our delegated powers, or 
reform them so as to prevent such abuse, and punish our serv- 
ants.^ In reply to this, Mr. Henry said : — " The honourable 
gentleman who presides told us, that, to prevent abuses in our 
government, we will assemble in convention, recall our dele- 
gated -powers, and punish our servants for abusing the trust re- 
posed in them. OA, sir^ we should have fine timeSf indeed^ if 
to punish tyrants^ it were only necessary to assemble the peth 
fie ! Your srms wherewith you could defend youmply^ai HM 

17* 
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gone ! and you bare no longer an arittoeratical, no long^ a 
democratieal spirit. Did yon ever read of any reVolation in 
any nation, brought about by the punishment of those in power, 
inflicted by those who had no power at all f You read of a 
riot act in a country which is called one of the freest in the 
world, where a few neighbours cannot assemble, without the 
risk of being shot by a hired soldiery, the engines of despo* 
tisro. 

** We may see such an act in America* A standing army 
we shall have also, to execute the execrable commands of ty* 
ranny ; and how are you to punish them ? Will you order 
ikem to be punished f Who shall obey these orders f Will 
your m/ace-bearer be a match for a disciplined regiment? In 
what situation are we to be ? The clause before yon gives a 
power of direct taxation, unbounded and unlimited ; ex.c]usive 
power of legislation, in all cases whatsoever, for ten miletf 
square ; and over all places purchased for the erection of forts j 
magazines, arsenals, dock^yards, dfc. What resistance could 
be "made f The attempt vx)uld be madness. You will find all 
the strength of this country in the hands of your enemies ; 
those garrisons will naturally be the strongest places in the 
country. Your militia is given up to congress, also, in another 
part of this plan ; they will therefore act as they think proper; 
all power will be in their own possession ; you cannot force 
them to receive their punishment,** 

He continued to ridicule, very successfully, the alluring idea 
of the expected spletidour of the new government, and the 
imaginany checks and balances which were said to exist in this 
constitution: *^If we admit,** said he, *Mhis consolidated gov- 
ernment, it will be because we like a great splendid one. 
Some way or other we must be a great and mighty empire ; 
we must have an army, and a navy, and a number of things ! 
When the American spirit was in its youth, the language of 
America was different: liberty, sir, was then the primary ob* 
ject»'*^ And again : ** This constitution is said to have beauti- 
ful features ; when I come to examine these features, sir, they 
appear to me horribly frightful! Among other deformities, it 
has an awful squinting ; it squints toward monarchy ! And 
does not this raise indignation in the heart of every true Amer- 
ican? 

*' Your president may easily become king ; your senate is so 
imperfectly constructed, that your dearest rights may be sacri- 
ficed by what may be a small minority ; and a very small 
minority may continue, for ever, unchangeable, this govern- 
ment, although horridly defective ; where are your chects \n 
tiiii f overtimeat ? Your strong hold will be in the haikb of 
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jrcmr enemies ; it is on a supposition that your American gOT- 
eruors shall be honest, that all the good qualities of this gov- 
ernment are founded ; but its defective and imperfect construe* 
tion puts it in their power to perpetrate the worst of mischiefs, 
should they be bad men ; and, sir, would not all the world, 
from the eastern to the western hemisphere, blame our dis- 
tracted folly in resting our rights upon the contingency of our 
rulers being good or bad ? 

*' Show me that age and country, where the rights and lib- 
erties of the people were placed on the sole chance of their 
rulers being good men, without a consequent Iosa of liberty? 
I say, that the loss of that dearest privilege has ever followed, 
with absolute certainty, every such mad attempt. If your 
America chief be a man of ambition and abilities, how easy 
Is it for him to render himself absolute ! The army is in his 
bands ; and if he be a man of address, it will be attached to 
him; and it will be the subject of long meditation with him 
to seize the first auspicious moment to accomplish his design; 
and, sir, will the American spirit, solely, relieve you when this 
happens ? 

*' I would rather infinitely^ and I am sure most of this con- 
rention are of the same opinion, have a king, lords, and com- 
mons, than a government so replete with such insupporta- 
ble evils. If we make a king, we may prescribe the rules by 
which he shall rule his people, and interpose such cheeks as 
shall prevent him from infringing them: but the president in 
the field, at the head of his army, can prescribe the terms on 
which he shall reign master, so far that it will puzzle any 
American ever to get his neck from under the galling yoke. I 
cannot, with patience, think of this idea^ If ever he violates 
the laws, one of two things will happen : he will come at the 
head of his army to carry everything before him; or he will 
give bail, or do what Mr. Chief Justice will order him. If he 
be guilty, will not the recollection of his crimes teach him to 
make one bold push for the American throne? Will not the 
immense difference between being master of everything, and 
being ignominiously tried and punished, powerfully excite him 
to make this bold push ? 

**But, sir, where is the existing force to punish him? Can 
he not, at the head of his army, beat down every opposition ? 
Away with your president ; we shall have a king : the army 
will salute him monarch ; your militia will leave you, and as- 
sist in making him king, and fight against yon : and what have 
you to^oppose this force ? What will then become of you and 

Jour rights ? Will not absolute despotism ensue ?" [Here Mr. 
lenry strongly and patfietically expatiated on the probabiliiy 
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of the presidenrs enBltving Americai and the horrid conse- 
quences that must result.] 

After the frank admission of the reporter, exhibited by the 
words contained in these brackets, that he had not attempted 
to follow Mr. Henry in this pathetic excursion, the reader will 
perceive, that it would be doings injustice to the memory of that 
eminent man, to multiply extracts from Uiis book, as specimens 
of his eloquence. The stenographer who should be able to 
take down Mr. Henry's speeches, word for word, must have 
other qualities besides the perfect mastery of his art; he matt 
haTe the perfect mastery of himself, and be able, for the nio- 
ment, to play the mere automaton ; for without such self-com- 
mand, no man, who had a human heart in his bosom, could lis- 
ten to his startling exclamations, or horror-breathing topes, with- 
out keeping his eyes immovably riveted upon the speaker. His 
dominion over bis hearers was so absolute, that it was idle to 
think of resisting him; you would as soon think of resisting 
the lightning of heaven. 

The very tone of voice in which he would address the 
chairman, when he felt the inspiration of his genius ri- 
sing — "Mr. Chairman !"— and the awful pause which fol- 
lowed this call — fixed upon him at once every eye in the 
assembly : and then his own rapt countenance ! — those eyer 
which seemed to beam with light from another world, and un 
der whose fiery glance the crest of the proudest adversary fell! 
his majestic attitudes, and that bold, strong, and varied action, 
which sjHike forth, with so much power, the energies of his 
own great spirit, rendered his person a spectacle so sublime, 
and so awfully interesting, that to look in any other direetion 
when the spell was upon him was not to be expected from any 
man who had eyes to see and ears to hear. Little cause have 
we, therefore, to wonder or to complain, that a gentleman of 
Mr. Robertson's lively admiration of genius, and of his quick 
and kindling sensibility, was sometimes bedimmed by his own 
tears, and at others torn from his task by those master-flightt, 
which rushed like a mighty whirlwind from the earth, and car- 
ried up everything in their vortex. 

The chief objections taken to the constitution are reducible 
to the following heads : — 

I. That it was a consolidated, instead of a confederated gov- 
ernment : that in making it so, the delegates at Philadelphia 
had transcended the limits of their commission.: changed fun- 
damentally the relations which the states had chosen to bear 
to each other: annihilated their respective sovereignties : de- 
stroyed the barriers which divided them : and converted the 
nvhole into one solid empire* To this leading objection, al- 
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most all the rest had reference, and were urgfed principally 
with the view to illustrate and enforce it. 

2. The vast and alarming array of specific powers ^ven to 
the general government, and the wide door opened for an un- 
limited extension of those powers, by the clause which author- 
ised congress to pass all laws necessary to carry the given 
powers into effect. It was orged that this clause rendered the 
previous specification of powers an idle illusion ; since, by the 
force of construction arising from that clause, congress might 
easily do anything and everything it chose, under the pre- 
tence of giving effect to some specified power. 

3. The nnlimited power of taxation of all kinds : the states 
were no longer to be required, in their federative characters, 
to contribute their respective proportions toward the expenses 
and engagements of the general government: but congress 
were authorized to go directly to the pockets of the people, 
and to sweep from them en masse, from north to south, whaU 
ever portion of the earnings of the industrious poor the rapa- 
city of the general government, or their schemes of ambitious 
grandeur, might suggest 

It was contended, that such a power could not be exercised, 
without just complaint, over a country so extensive^ and so 
diversified in its productions and the pursuits of its people: that 
it was impossible to select any subject of general taxation which, 
wonld not operate unequally on the dififerent sections of the 
union, produce discontent and heart-burnings among the people, 
and most probably terminate in open resistance to the laws: that 
the representatives in congress were too few to carry with them 
a knowledge of the wants and capacities of the people in the 
different parts of a large state, and that the representation could 
not be made full enough to attain that object, without becoming 
oppressively expensive to the country: that hence taxation 
ought to be left to the states themselves, whose representation 
was full, who best knew the habits and circumstances of their 
constituents, and on what subjects a tax could be most conve- 
niently laid. Mr. Henry said that he was willing to grant this 
power conditionally; that is, upon the failure of the states to 
comply with requisitions from congress : but that the absolute 
and unconditional ^rant ofit, in the first instance, filled hfs mind 
with the most awful anticipations. 

It was resolved, he saw clearly, that we must be a great and 
splendid people; and that in order to be so, immense revenues 
most be raised from the people : the people were to be bowed 
down under the load of their taxes, direct and indirect; and a 
awarm of federal tax-gatherers were to coyer this land, to blight 
•rery Made of grass, and every leaf of vegetation, and eonswne 
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Its productions for the enHchment of themselves and their mas- 
ters: it was not contended, he supposed, hut that the state leg- 
islature, also, might impose taxes for their own internal pur- 
poses: thus the people were to he douhly oppressed, and be- 
tween the state sheriffs and the federal sheriffs to be ground to 
dust: on this subject he drew such a vivid and affecting picture 
of these officers, entering In succession the cabin of the broken- 
hearted peasant, and the last One rifling the poor remains which 
the first had left as is said to have drawn tears from everj eye. 

4. The power of raising armies and building navies, and still 
more emphatically, the control given to the general government 
over the militia of the states, was most strenuously opposed. 
The power thus given was a part of the means of that aggran- 
dizement which was obviously meditated, and there could be no 
doubt that it would be exercised: so that this republic, whose 
best policy was peace, was to be saddled with the expense of 
tnaintaining standing armies and navies, useless for any other 
purpose than to insult her citizens, to aflbrd a pretext , for in« 
creased taxes, and an augmented public debt, and finally to sub- 
vert the liberties of her people: her militia, too, her last remain- 
ing defence, was gone. 

"Congress," isaid Mr. Henry, "by the power of taxiation — 
by that of raising ftn army and navy — and by their control over 
the militia— have the sword in the one hand, and the purse in 
the other. Shall we be safe without either? Congress have an 
unlimited power over both ; they are entirely given up by us. 
Let him (Mr. Madison) candidly tell me where and when did 
freedom exist, when the sword and purse were given up from 
the people? Unless a miracle in human aflairs shall interpose, 
no nation ever did or ever can retain its liberty, after the loss 
of the sword and the purse." 

The unlimited control over the militia was vehemently op- 
posed, on the ground, that the marching militia from distant 
states to quell insurrection, and repel invasions, and keeping the 
free yeomanry of the country under the lash of martial law, 
would, in the first instancer produce an effect extremely inimical 
to the peace and harmony of the union ; and in the next, harass 
the agricultural body of the people so much, as to reconcile 
them, as a less evil, to that curse of nations, and bane of free- 
dom, a standing army: — and secondly, this power was opposed, 
on the ground that congress, under the boundless charter of 
constructive power which it possessed, might transfer to the 
president the power of calling forth the militia, and thus enable 
him to disarm all opposition to his schemes. 

5. The several clauses providing for the federal judiciary were 
objected to, on the ground of the clashing jurisdictions of the 
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state and feder^ courts; and secondly, because infinite power 
was given to congress to multiply inferior federal courts at plea- 
sure; a power which they would not fail to exercise, in order 
to swell the patronage of the president,, to their own emolument; 
and thus enable him to reward their devotion to his views, by 
bestowing on them and their dependants those offices which they 
had themselves created. 

6. It was contended that the trial by jury was. gone in civil 
cases, by that clause which. giyes to the supreme court appellate 
power over the law and the fact in every case ; and which there- 
by enabled that tribunal to annihilate both the verdict and judg- 
ment of the inferior courts ; and that in criminal eases also, the 
trial by jury was worse than gone, because it was admitted, that 
the common law, which alone gave the challenge for favour^ 
would not be in force as to the federal courts; and hence a jury 
might, in every instance, be packed to suit the purpose of the< 
prosecution. 

7. The authority of the president to take the command of the 
armies of the United States, in person, was warmly resisted, on 
the ground, that if he were a military character, and a man of 
address, he might easily convert them into an engine for the 
worst of purposes. 

8. The cession of the whole treaty-making power to the pres*- 
ideot and senate, was considered as one of the most formidable 
features in the instrument, inasmuch as it put it in the power of 
the president and any ten senators, who might represent the five 
smallest states, to enter into the most ruinous foreign engage* 
inents, and even to cede away by treaty any portion of the ter- 
ritory of the larger states : it was insisted, that the lower house, 
who were the immediate representatives of the people, instead 
of being excluded as they were by the constitution from all par« 
ticipation in the treaty-making power, ought at least to be con- 
sulted, if not to have the principal agency in so interesting a 
national act. 

9. The immense patronage of the president was objected to : 
because it placed in his hands the means of corrupting the con- 
gress, the navy, and army, and of distributing, moreover, 
throughout the society, a band of retainers in the shape of 
judges, revenue ofiicers, and tax-gatherers, which would render 
jiim irresistible in any scheme of ambition that he might medi- 
tate against the liberties of his country. 

10. The irresponsibility of the whole gang of federal ofiiceri 
(as they were called) was objected to : there was indeed, in some 
instances, a power of impeachment pretended to be given, 
but it was mere sham and mockery; since, instead of being 
tried by a tribunal, zealous and interested to bring them to jus* 
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tfee* thejr were to try each other for ofTences, in which, prob^ 
bly, they were all mutaally implicated. 

11. It was insisted, thai if we must adopt a constitution ce- 
ding away such vast powers, express and implied, and so fraught 
^ with. danger to Uie liberties of the people, it ought at least to be 
guarded by a bill of rights; that in all free governments, and in 
the estimation of all men attached to liberty, there were certain 
rights unalienable — ^imprescriptible—and of so sacred a char« 
acter, that they could not be guarded with too much caution : 
among these were the liberty of speech and of the press-— what 
security had we, that even these sacred privileges would not be 
invaded T Congress might think it necessary, in order to carry 
into effect the given powers, to silence the clamours and cen- 
aares of the people; and, if they meditated views of lawless 
aijibition, they certainly will so think : what then would become 
of the liberty of speech and of the press? 

Several objections of a minor character were urged, such as: — 
1. That the ambiguity with which the direction for publishing 
the proceedings of congress was expressed, (**from time to 
time,") put it in their power to keep the people in titter igno- 
rance of their proceedings ; and thus to seize the public liberties 
*^by ambuscade*" 

. 2. That the ninth section of the first article, professing to set 
out restrictions upon the power of congress, gave them, by ir- 
resistible implication, the sovereign power over all subjects not 
excepted, and thus enlarged their constructive powers, ad tn- 
finitum, 

3. That congress had the power of involving the southern 
states in all the horrors which would result from a total eman- 
cipation of their slaves; and that the northern states, uninter- 
ested in the consequences of such an act, had a controlling ma- 
jority, which possessed the power, and would not probably want 
the inclination to effect it. 

4. That the pay of the members was by the constitution to 
be fixed by themselves, without limitation or restraint. "They 
may, therefore," said Mr. Henry, "indulge themselves in the 
fullest extent. They will make their compensation as high as 
they please. I suppose, if they be good men, their own deli- 
cacy will lead them to be satisfied with moderate salaries. But 
there is no security for this, should they be otherwise inclined." 

Thise objections, and many others which it were tedious to 
enumerate, were pressed upon the house day after day, with all 
the powers of reasoning and of eloquence ; and where argument 
and declamation were found unavailing, the force of ridicule 
was freely resorted to. Thus, in relation to the objection of 
coaaolidationy Mr. Madison had said :-^ 
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^'Th«re are a nrnnber of opinions as to the nature of the gov- 
emment; but the principal question is, whether it be a federal 
or consolidated government. In order to judge properly of the 
question before us, we naust consider jt minutely in its principal 
parts. I conceive, myself, that it is of a mixed nature : — it is, 
in a manner, unprecedented : we cannot find one express exam- 
ple in the experience of the world — it stands by itself. In some 
respects, i^ is a government of a federal nature; in others, it is 
of a consolidated nature.*' 

. He then proceeds to point out and discriminate its federal 
from its national features. Mr. Corbin, on the same side, ex- 
pressed himself satisfied with Mr. Madison's definition of the 
instrument; but begged leave to call it by another name, viz., 
** a repre9entatii>e federal government^ as contradistinguished 
from a confederacy." 

Mr. Henry, in replying to these gentlemen, says :-^^* This 
government is so new, it wants a name ! I wish its other nov- 
elties were as itvrmless as this, We are told, however, that, 
collectively taken, it is without an example ! — that it is national 
in this part, and federal in that part, &c. We may be amused, 
if we please, by a treatise of political anatomy. In the brain 
it is national: the stamina wefederal^^some limbs are/eder- 
o/, others national. The senators are voted for by the state 
legislatures-— «o/ar it is federal* Individuals choose the mem- 
bers of the first branch — here it is national, 

** It is federal in conferring general powers ; but national in 
retaining them. It is not to be supported by the states — the 
pockets of individuals are to be searched for its maintenance. 
What simifies it to me, that you have the most curious ana- 
tomical description of it in its creation? To all the common 
purposes of legislation, it is a great consolidation of govern- 
ment. You are not to have the right to legislate in any but 
trivial cases; you are not to touch private contracts: you are 
not to have the right of having armies in your own defence: 
you cannot be trusted with dealing out justice between man and 
man. 

** What shall the states have to dot Take care of the poor 
^-^tpair and make highways — erect bridges — and so on, and 
soon! Abolish the state legislatures at once* ^ What purposes 
should they be continued for? Our legislature will indeed be a 
ludicrous spectacle — one hundred and eighty men, marching in 
solemn iarcical procession, exhibiting a mournful proof of the 
lost liberty of their country, without the power of restoring it. 
Bail sir, we have the consolation, that it is a mixed government* 
that is, it may work sorely in your neck ; but you will have somf 
comfort by saying, that it was a federal government in its origin !'' 
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Notwithstanding this ridicnle* however, thrown on some of 
their arguments, Mr. Henry did not fail, on every proper occa- 
sion, to do justice to the great abilities and merits of his adver* 
saries. To the eloquence of CoL Innis he paid a memorable 
tribute ; and in one short sentence sketched a picture of it so 
vivid, and so faithful, that it would be injustice to both gentle* 
men not to give it a place: — *'That honourable gentleman is 
endowed with great eloquence — eloquence splendid, magnificent, 
and sufficient to shake the human mind !'* 

No circumlocution could have described with half the spirit 
and truth, that rare union of pomp and power which distingtkishod ■ 
Col. Innis; whose car of triumph was always a chariot of war; 
pugncR vel pomp<Bf pariter aptus. One t>f the most singular 
instances on record of the fallacy of the human memory, oc- 
curred in the course of these debates : this was in relation to 
the ease of Josiah Phillips, which has been already mentioned. 
Mr. Randolph, in answer to Mr. Henry's panegyrics on the eon « 
stitution of the state of Virginia, brought forward that ease in 
the following terms : — 

^* There is one example of this violation (of the state consti- 
tution) in Virginia, of a most striking and shocking nature; an 
example so horrid, that if I conceived my country would pas- 
sively permit a repetition of it, dear as it is to me, I would seek 
means of expatriating myself from it. A man, who was then a 
citizen, was deprived of his life thus: — from a mere reliance on 
general reports, a gentleman in the house of delegates informed 
the house^ that a certain man (Josiah Philips) had committed 
several crimes, and was running at large perpetrating other 
crimes ; he, therefore, moved for leave to attaint him ; he ob* 
tained that leave instantly ; no sooner did he obtain it, than he 
drew from his pocket a bill ready written for that effect; it was 
read three times in one day, and carried to the senate; I will 
not say that it passed the same day through the senate ; but he 
was attainted very speedily and precipitately, without any proof 
better than vague reports ! 

** Without being confronted with his accusers and witnesses : 
without the privilege of calling for evidence in his behalf, he 
was sentenced to death, and was afterward actually executed. 
Was this arbitrary deprivation of life, the dearest giftof Ood to 
roan, consistent with the genius of a republican government? 
Is this compatible with the spirit of freedom? This, sir, has 
made the deepest impression in my heart, and I cannot contem- 
plate it without horror.*' Now the reader, by adverting to the 
statement which has been already given of Philips's case, and 
which is founded on record, will find that there is not one 
word of this eloquent invective that is consistcQt with the facts. 
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' What makes the case still more strange is, that Mr. Ran- 
ilolpht at the hapi)ening of the occurrence to which he alludes, 
held the douhle office of clerk of the house of delegates, atid 
attoroey-^general of the commonwealth ; in the first character, 
he had, only ten years before, been officially informed, that the 
bill of attainder had not been founded on report, but on s com* 
municationof the governor, enclosing the letter of the command- 
ing officer of the militia in the quarter which was the theatre of 
Fhtlips's ravages ; that that letter had been in due form commit- 
ted to the whole house on the state of the commonwealth, whose 
resolutions led to the bill in question ; and that the bill, instead 
^f being read three times in one day, had been regularly, and 
iccording to the forms of the house, read on three several days. 

While in his character of attorney-general, he had himself 
endicted and prosecuted PhUips for highway robbery — con- 
fronted him with the witnesses, whose names are given at the 
foot of the endictment, still extant among our records, and en- 
dorsed in Mr. Randolph's own hand-writing ; convicted him on 
that charge, on which charge, and on which alone, Philips, was 
regularly sentenced and executed. Yet, not only Mr. Ran- 
dolph, but all the other members who had occasion to advert to 
the circumstance, and even Mr. Henry, on whom it is supposed 
to have been designed to bear, proceed in their several crimina- 
tions and defences, upon the admission that Philips had fallen a 
■ victim to the bill of attainder. Had the incident been of a com- 
mon character, there would have been nothing strange in its 
having been forgotten ; but it is one of so singular and interest- 
ing a nature, that this total oblivion of it by the principal actors 
themselves becomes a matter of curious history. (See Appen- 
dix. Note C.) 

The convention had been attended, from its commencement, 
by a vast concourse of citizens of all ages and conditions. The 
interest so universally felt in the question itself, and not less the 
transcendent talents which were engaged in its discussion, pre- 
sented nuth attractions as*could not be resisted. Industry de- 
serted its pursuits, and even dissipation gave up its objects, for 
the superior enjoyments which were presented by the hall ol 
the convention. Not only the people of the town and neigh-' 
bourhood, but gentlemen from every quarter of the state, were 
seen thronging to the metropolis, and speeding their eager way 
to the building in which the convention held its meetings. 

Bay after day, from morning till night, the galleries of the 
house were continually filled with an anxious crowd, who forgot 
the inconvenience of their situation in the excess of their enjoy- 
ment ; and far from giving any interruption to the course of the 
debate, increased its interest and solemnity by their silence and 
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attention* No bustle, no motion^ no sound was heard among 
them, save only a slight movement when some new speaker 
arose, whom they were all eager to see as well as to hear ; or 
when some masterstroke of eloquence shot thrilling along their 
nerves, and extorted an involuntary and inarticulate murmur* 
Day after day was this banquet of the mind and of the heart 
spread before them, with a delicacy and variety which could 
never cloy. ^ 

There every taste might find its peculiar gratifications — the 
man of wit — the man of feeling — the critic — the philosopher — 
the historian — the metaphysician — the lover of logic — the ad- 
mirer of rhetoric— every man who had an eye for the beauty 
of action, or an ear for the harmony of sound, or a soul for the 
charms of poetic fancy — in short, every one who could see, or 
hekTj or feel, or understand, might find in the wanton profusion 
and prodigality of that attic feast, some delicacy adapted to his 
peculiar taste. Every mode of attack and of defence, of which 
the human mind is capable, in decorous debate — every species 
of weapon and armour, offensive and defensive, that could be 
used with advantage, from the Roman javelin to the Parthian 
arrow, from the cloud of Eneas to the shield of Achilles — ^all 
that could be accomplished by human strength, and almost 
more than human activity, was seen exhibited on that celebra- 
ted floor. 

Nor did the debate become oppressive by its unvarying for- 
mality. The stateliness and sternness of extended argument 
were frequently relieved by quick and animated dialogue* 
Sometimes the conversation would become familiar and friendly* 
The combatants themselves would seem pleased with this re- 
lief; forget that they were enemies, and by a sort of informal 
truce put off their armour, and sit down amicably together to 
repose, as it were, in the shade of the same tree. By this agree- 
able intermixture of colloquial sprightliness and brilliancv with 
profound, and learned, and vigorous argument — of social cour- 
tesy, and heroic gallantry, the audience, far from being fa- 
tigued with the discussion, looked with regret to the hour of ad- 
journment. 

In this great competition of talents, Mr. ^Henry's powers ot 
debate still shone pre-eminent. They were now exhibiting 
themselves in a new atipect* Hitherto his efforts, however 
splendid, had been comparatively short and occasional* In the 
house of burgesses in seventeen hundred and sixty-five, in the 
congress of seventeen hundred and seventy-four, and the atate 
convention of seventeen hundred and seventy-five, he had ex* 
hibited the impetuous charge of the gallant Francis the First: 
but now« in combination with this fiery force, he was displaying 
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all the firm and datinllesB conataney of Ckarlaa the Fifth. -No 
ahock of his adversariea could move him from hia ground. Hii 
reaources never failed. His eloquence was poured from inex* 
haustible fountains, and assumed every variety of hue and form 
and motion, which could delight or persuade, instruct or as- 
tonish. 

Sometimes it was the limpid rivulet sparkling down the 
mountain's side, and winding its silver course between margins 
of moss — then gradually swelling to a bolder stream, it roared 
in the headlong cataract, and spread its rainbows to the sun — 
now, it flowed on in tranquil majesty, like, a river of the west, 
reflecting from it polished surface, forest, and cliflT, and sky — 
anon, it was the angry ocean, chafed by the tempest, hanging 
ita billows, with deafening clamours, among the cracking 
shrouds, or hurling them in sublime defiance at the storm that 
frowned above. 

Toward the close of the session,. an incident occurred of a 
character so extraordinary as to deserve particular notice. The 
question of adoption or rejection was now approaching. The 
decision Was still uncertain, and eVery mind and every heart 
was filled with anxiety. Mr. Henry partook most deeply of 
this feeling; and while engaged, as it were, in his last efforts, 
availed himself of the strong sensations which he knew to per- 
vade the house, and made an appeal to it which, in point of sub- 
linaity, has never been surpassed in any age or country of the 
world. 

Af^er deacribing, in accents which spoke to the soul, and to 
which every other bosom deeply responded, the awful immen- 
sity of the question to the present and future generations, and 
the throbbing apprehensions with which he looked to the issue, 
he passed from the house and from the earth, and looking as 
he said, ** beyond that horizon which binds mortal eyes,*' he 
pointed-^with a countenance and action that made the blood 
run back upon the aching heart — to those celestial beings who 
were hovering over the scene, and waiting,with anxiety for a 
decision which involved the happiness or misery of more than 
half the human race. 

To those beings — ^with the same thrilling look and action-^ 
he had just addressed an invocation that made every nerve 
ahtidder with supernatural horror — when, lo ! a storm at that 
instant arose, which shook the whole building, and the spirits 
whom he had called seemed to have come at his bidding. Nor 
did his eloquence, or the storm immediately cease — but avail- 
ing himself of the incident, with a master's art, he seemed to 
mix In the fight of his ethereal auxiliaries, and " rising on the 
wings of the tempest, to seize upon the artillery of HeaveOt 

18* 
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and direct its fiercest thunders against the heads of his adver 
saries." The scene became insupportable ; and the house 
rose without the formality of adjournment, the members rtish- 
ing from their seat with precipitation and confusion** 

But all his efforts were in rain. Either the justice of the op- 
posing cause, or the powers of his adversaries, or the prejudg- 
ed opinions and instructions of the members, rendered his rea- 
soning and his eloquence equally unavailing. Out of a house, 
composed of one hundred and sixty-eight members, the ques- 
tion of ratification was carried by. a majority of ten. Mr. 
Henry seemed to have a presage of this result. After the 
storm which has been mentioned, Colonel Innis, who, in his 
character of attorney-general, had been nitherto attending a 
court of oyer and terminer^ came into the house, and the de- 
bate was renewed. Mr. Henry, in answering him, closed the 
last speech which he delivered on the floor, with the following 
remarks : — 

•« I beg pardon of this house for having tal^en up more time 
than came to my share ; and I thank them for the patience and 
polite attention with which I have been heard. If I shall be in 
the minority, I shall have those painful sensations which arise 
from a conviction of being overpowered in a good cause. Yet, 
I will be a peaceable citizen ! My head, my hand, and my 
heart shall be free, to retrieve the loss of liberty, and remove 
the defects of that system, in a constitutional way. I wish 
not to go to violence, but will wait with hopes that the spirit 
which predominated in the revolution is not yet gone : nor the 
cause of those who are attached to the revolution yet lostr-*-! 
shall therefore patiently wait, in expectation of seeing that 
government changed, so as to be compatible with the safety, 
liberty, and happiness of the people.'* 

The objections, however, which had been urged, and the ar- 
guments by which they had been supported, although they 
had not succeeded in preventing the ratification of the consti- 
tution, had produced a very serious effect on the house. Be- 
fore their final dissolution, they agreed to a bill of rights, and 
a series of amendments (twenty in number,) embracing and 
providing for the objections of Mr. Henry and his associates* 
A copy of these amendments, engrossed on parchmeaty and 

* The vords above quoted are those of Judge Archibald Stewart ; a gen* 
ti«nian who waa present, a member of the convention, and one of diose who 
voted against the side of the question supported by Mr. Henry. The ineideetf 
as given in the text, is wholly founded on the statements of those who were 
witnesses of the scene ; and by comparing it with the corresponding passage 
in the printed debates, the reader may decide how far these are to be relied en 
at spaeimens ai Mr. Henry's ebquroce. 
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finned by the president of the convention, vrm ordered to be 
transmitted to congress, together with the instrument of rati* 
fication. Similar copies were ordered to be transmitted to 
the executive and legislatures of the several states ; and fifty 
copies of the ratification and proposed amendments were ordered 
to be struck ibr the use of each county in this commonwealth. 

Mr. Henry lost no ground with the people, at the time, for 
the part which he had taken on this occasion ; and when after- 
ward the constitution began to develop its tendencies by prac- 
tical operation, so many of his predictions were believed by a 
majority of the people of Virginia to be fulfilled, and so many 
more in a rapi4 progress of fulfilment, that his character for 
political penetration rose higher than ever. That he had lost 
no ground at the time, two signal proofs were given in the ses- 
sion of assembly immediately following that of the convention. 
The latter body rose on the twenty-seventh of June, and the 
assembly met on the twentieth of October following. This 
interval had been too short to permit the subsidence of that 
high excitement, which the canvass of the constitution had 
provoked ; and the assembly was consequently discriminated 
by feelings of party as strong and determined, as those which 
had characterized the convention itseld 

The constitution having been adopted by a sufficient num- 
ber of states to carry it into efifect, it became necessary at this 
session to provide for its organization, and, among other meas- 
ures, to choose two senators to represent this state, in the con- 
gress of the United States. For this office, Mr. Madison was 
presented by those who were at that time distinguished by the 
appellation of federalists ; by which nothing more was then 
meant, than that they were advocates for the adoption of the 
new federal constitution. 

The anti-federalists, on the contrary, who were alarmed by 
the vast powers which they considered as granted by the con- 
stitution, regarded it as a salutary check on the constructive 
extension of those powers, and as the best means of securing 
those amendments which they deemed essential to the liber- 
ties of the people, that the first congress should be composed 
of men of their own sentiments. In opposition to Mr. Madi- 
son, therefore, Mr. Henry took the unusual liberty of nomi- 
nating two candidates, Mr. Richard H. Lee and Mr. Grayson ; 
and, notwithstanding the great accession of character which 
Mr. Madison had acquired by the ability with which he had es- 
poused the ratification of the constitution, those gentlemen 
were elected by a considerable majority. 

At the same session of the assembly, Mr. Hmry, whose 
mind seems to have been filled with the most oppressive soli- 
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citude by the unconditional adoption of the contfUtutidnf and 
who brooded with correspondent anxiety over the most efTeet 
ive means of procuring amendments, moved, in the committee 
of the whole* house, tlie following preamble and resoln^ 
tions : — 

** Whereas the convention of delegates of the people of this 
commonwealth did ratify a constitution or form of government 
for the United States, referred to them for theii* consideration, 
and did also declare that sundry amendments to exceptionable 
parts of the same ought to be adopted ; and whereas the sab* 
ject-matter of the amendments agreed to by the said convention 
involves all the great, essential, and unalienable rights, liber- 
ties, and privileges of freemen ; many of which, if not cancel- 
led, are rendered insecure under the said constitution, until the 
same shall be altered and amended :-— 

** Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
for quieting the minds of the good citizens of this comroon* 
wcalth-^and securing their dearest rights and liberties— 4ind 
preventing those disorders which must arise under a govern- 
ment not founded in the confidence of the people— application 
be made to the congress of the tJnited States,, as soon as they 
shall assemble under the said constitution, to call a conpeniian 
for proposing amendments to the same, according to the mode 
therein directed. 

'* Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
committee ought to be appointed to draw up and repoi*t to the 
house, a proper instrument of writing, expressing the sense of 
the general assembly, ^nd pointing out the reasons which in* 
duce them to urge their application thus early, for calling the 
aforesaid, convention of the states. 

** Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the said committee ought to be instructed to prepare the draft 
of a letter, in answer to one received from his excellency 
George Clinton, £sq.9 president of the Convention of New 
York — and a circular letter, on the aforesaid subject, to the 
other states in the union, expressive of the wish of the general 
assembly of this commonwealth, that they may join io an appli- 
cation to the new congress, to appoint a convention of the states, 
so soon as the congress shall assemble under the new conati- 
tution.'* 

These were carried in committee, and immediately reported 
to the house; when a motion was made to amend them* by 
striking out from the word " whereas," and substituting in lieu 
of the original, the following preamble and resolutions :-^ 

" Whereas, the delegates appointed to represent the good 
people of this commonwealth, in the late convenUon held in 
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(he month of June l&st, did, by' their act of the twenty-fifth of 
the same month, assent to and ratify the constitution, recom** 
mended on the seventeenth day of September, seventeen hun- 
dred and eighty-seven, by the federal convention for the gov- 
ernment of the United States, declaring themselves, with a sol- 
emn appeal to the Searcher of hearts for the purity of their 
intentions, under the conviction, ** that whatsoever imperfec- 
tions might exist in the constitution, ought rather to be exam- 
ined in the mode prescribed therein, than to bring the Union 
Into danger by a delay, with a hope of obtaining amendments 
previous to the ratification. 

** And whereas,, in pursuance of the said declaration, the 
same convention did, by their subsequent act of the twenty- 
seventh of June, aforesaid, agree to such amendments to the 
said constitution of the governn>ent for the United States, as 
were by them deemed necessary to be recommended to the 
consideration of the congress which shall first assemble under 
the said constitution, to be acted upon according to the mode 
prescribed in the fifth article thereof; at the same time enjoin- 
ing ^^ upon their representatives in congress, to exert all their 
influenee« and use all reasonable and legal methods^ to obtain a 
ratification of the foregoing alterations and provisions, in the 
manner provided by the fifth article of the said constitution, 
and in all congressional laws to be passed in the meantime, to 
confdrm to the spirit of those amendments as far as the said 
constitution would admit 

•* Resolved^ Therefore, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
thMi an application ought to be made, in the name and on the 
behalf of the legislature of this commonwealth, to the congress 
of the United States, so soon as they shall assemble under the 
said constitution, to pass an act recommending to the legisla- 
tures of the several states, the ratification of a bill of rights, 
and of certain articles of amendment, proposed by the conven- 
tion of this state, for the adoption of the United States ; and 
that, until the said act shall be ratified in pursuance of the fifth 
article of the said constitution of the government for the United 

^ States, congress do conform their ordinances to the true spirit 

^ of the said bill of rights and igirticles of amendment. 

^ ** Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
executive ought to be instructed to transmit a copy of the fore- 

\ going resolution to the congress of the United States, so soon 

I «• they shall assemble, and to the legislatures and executive 

^ anthonties of each state in the union." 

On this proposal of amendment a very animated debkte en- 

{ «aed, which residted in its rejection, and the adoption of die 
iginal report, by a majority of more than two for one. 
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These two measurea-*-the election of the senators named by 
Mr. Henry, in opposition to so formidable a competitor as Mr. 
Madison — and the carrying so strong a measure as the call of a 
new continental convention, for the purpose of revising and al- 
tering the constitution — certainly furnish the most decisive proof, 
that his influence remained unimpaired by the part which be 
had taken in the convention of the state. 

It was in the course of the debate which has been jnst men- 
tioned, that Mr. Henry was driven from his usual decorum into 
a retaliation, that became a theme of great public merriment at 
the time, and has continued ever since one of the most popular 
anecdotes that relate to him. 

He had insisted, it seems, with great force, that the speedy 
adoption of the amendments was the only measure that could 
secure the great and unalienable rights of the freemen of this 
country — 'that the people were known to be exceedingly anscioes 
for this measure — that it was the only step which could reeon* 
cile them to the new constitution— and assure that public con- 
tentment, security, and confidence, which were the sole objects 
of government, and without which no government could stand 
•—that whatever might be the individual sentiments of gentle- 
men, yet the wishes of the people, the foundation of all aathor« 
ity, being known, they were bound to conform to those wishes 
•^^that, for his own part, he considered his opinion as nothing, 
when opposed to those of his constituents; and that he was 
ready and willing at all times and on all occasions^ **to haWi 
with the utmost deference, to the majesty of the people,** 

A young gentleman, on the federal side of the house, who had 
been a member of the late convention, and had in that body, re- 
ceived, on one occssion, a slljght touch of Mr. Henry's lash, re- 
solved now, in an ill-fated moment, to make a set charge upon 
the veteran, and brave him to the combftt. He possessed fancy« 
a graceful address, and an easy, sprightly elocution; and had 
been sent by his father, (an opulent man, and an officer of high 
rank and trust under the regal government.) to finish his educa- 
tion in the colleges of England, and acquire the polish of the 
court of St. James ; where he had passed the whole period of 
the American revolution^ 

Returning with advantages which were rare in this country, 
and with the confidence natural to his years, presuming a little 
too far upon those advantages, he seized upon the words, •*bow 
to the majesty of the people," which Mr. Henry had used, and 
runff the changes upon them with considerable felicity. 

He denied the solicitude of the people for the amendmentSi 
«o strenuously urged on the other side ; he insisted that the peo» 
pie thougl^t their ** great and unalienable rights" sufficiently 
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cared by the confttitutioa which they had adopted : that the pre- 
amble of the constitution itself, which was now to be considered 
as the language af the people, declared its objects to be, among 
dthers, the security- of those very rights; the people then de* 
dure the constitution the guarantee of their rights, while the 
gentleman, in opposition to this public declaration of their sen-^ 
titnents, insists upon his amendments as furnishing that guaran- 
tee; yet the gentleman tells us, that '*he bows to the majesty 
of the people:" these words he accompanied with a most grace- 
ful bow, 

••The gentleman," he proceeded, *«had set himself in oppo- 
sition to the will of the people, throughout the whole course of 
this transaction:. the people approved of the constitution: the 
siifihige of their constituents in ^e last convention had proved 
it — the people wished, most anxiously wished, the adoption of 
the constitution, as the only means of saving the credit and the 
honour of the country, and producing the stability of the union: 
the gentleman, on the contrary, had placed himself at the head 
of those who opposed its adoption — yeU the gentleman is ever 
ready and willing^ at all times and on all occasions^ to bow to 
the mcjestyof the people,** (with another profound and graceful 
bow.) 

Thus he proceeded, through a number of animated sentences, 
winding up each one with the same words, sarcastically repeat- 
edv and the accompaniment of the same graceful obeisance. 
Among other things, he said, **it was of little importance whether 
a country was ruled by a despot, with a tiara on his head, or by 
a demagogue in a red cloak, a caul-bare wig," 6lc., (describing 
Mr. Henry's dress so minutely, as to draw every eye upon him,) 
•'although he should profess on all occasions to bow to the ma^ 
jcmty of the peopled 

A gentleman who was present, and who, struck with the sin- 
gularity of the attack, had the curiosity to number the vibrations 
on those words, and the accompanying action, states, that he 
counted thirteen o{ the most graceful rbows he had ever beheld. 
The friends of Mr. Henry considered such an attack on a man 
of his years and high character as very little short of sacrilege; 
on the other side of the house, there was, indeed, a smothered 
«ort of dubious laugh, in which there seemed to be at least as 
moch apprehension as enjoyment. Mr. Henry had heard the 
whole of it without any apparent mark of attention. 

The young gentleman having finished his philipic, very much 
•t. least to bis own satisfaction, took his seat, with the gayest 
expression of triumph in his countenance — **Heu! Nescia 
mens hominum^ fati, sortisque futum /" Mr. Henry raised 
Unoself up* heavilyt and with affected awkwardness — 
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^'Mr. Speaker,*' said he, '* I am a plain nmnt and have been 

educated altogether in Virginia. My whole life has been apeni 
among planters, and other plain men of similar education, who 
have never had the advantage of that polish which a court alone 
can give, and which the gentleman over the way has so happily 
acquired; indeed, sir, the gentleman^s employments and mine 
(in common with the great mas8 of his countrymen) have been 
as widely different as our fortunes; for while that gentleman 
was availing himself of the opportunity which a splendid foi^ 
tune afforded him, of acquiring a foreign education, mixing 
among the great, attending leveee and courts, basking in tki 
beams of royal favour at St. James\ and exchanging courtesies 
with crowned heads, I was engaged in the arduous toils of the 
revolution ; and was probably as far from thinking of acqairtng 
those polite accomplishments which the gentleman has so sue- 
cessfully cultivated, as that gentleman then was from sharing in 
the toils and dangers in which ^t^ unpolished countryjnen were 
engaged. 

**I will not, therefore, presume to vie with the gentleman in 
those courtly accomplishments, of which he has just given the 
house so agreeable a specimen ; yet such a bow as I can make, 
shall be ever at the service of the people." — Herewith, although 
there was no man who could make a more graceful bow thsD 
Mr. Henry, he made one so ludicrously awkward and clownish, 
as took the house by surprise, and put them into a roar of hingh- 
ter. — ^^The gentleman, I hope, will commiserate the disadvan- 
tages of education under which I have laboured, and will be 
pleased to remember, that 1 have never been a favourite with that 
monarch, whose gracious smile he has had the happiness to enjoy.'* 

He pursued this contrast of situations and engagements, for 
fifteen or twenty minutes, without a smile, and without the 
smallest token of resentment, either in countenance, expression, 
or manner. "You would almost have sworn," says a corres- 
pendent, "that he thought himself making his apology for bis 
own awkwardness, before a full drawing-room at St. James.' 
I believe there was not a person that heard him, the sttfferer 
himself excepted, who did not feel every risible nerve affected. 
His adversary meantime hung down his head, and sinking low- 
er and lower, until he was almost concealed behind the inter* 
posing forms, submitted to the discipline as quietly as a Rusma 
malefactor, who had been beaten with the knout, till all senat 
of feeling was lost." 

The documents reported and adopted l^y the house of del^ 
gates, in consequence of the foregoing resolutions, are the fol* 
lewing — which are given because they are said to be from the 
pen of Mr. Henry:— 



««JB0«oIm4» Thtt lilt the opinion of Ihti eommiilto, that an 
application ought to he made, in the name and on hehalf of the 
legiclature of this coQunonwealth« to the congress of the United 
Statesrin the following words, to wit: — 
**The good people of this commonwealth, 

**In conreniioa assembled, having ratified the constitaUtm 
submitted to their considwaiion, this legislature has, in confer- 
mity to that act, a.nd the resolutions of the United States in coo* 
gress assembledf to them transmitted, thought proper to make 
uie arrangements that were necessary for carrying it into effect. 
Having thus shown themselves obedient to the voice of their 
eonstiitteots* all America will find that so far. as it depends on 
them, that plan of government will be carried into immediate 
operation. But the sense of the people of Virginia would be 
but in part eomj^ied with, and but little regarded, if we went nd 
further. 

**In the very moment of adoption, and coeval widi the ratifi** 
cation of the new plan of government, the general voice of the 
emvention 4)f this state pointed to objects no less interesdng to 
the people we represent, and equally entitled to yoor attention. 
At the same time that, from motives of affection for our sister 
states, the convention yielded their assent to the ratification* 
they gave the most, unequivocal proofs that they dreaded its 
operation under the present form. 

**In acceding to a government under this impression, painful 
must have been the prospect, had they not derived consolation 
from a full expectation of its imperfections being speedily 
amended* In this resource, therefore, they placed their confi- 
denee — a confidence that will continue to support them, while 
they have reason to believe they have not calculated upon it in 
▼min. 

^*In making known to you the objections of the people of 
this commonwealth to the new plan of government, we deem it 
naaeeessary to enter into a particular detail of its defects, which 
they consider at involving all the great and unalienable rights 
of freemen : For their sense on this subject, we refer you to the 
proceedings of their late convention, and the sense of this gen- 
eral assembly, as expressed in their resolutions of the — '«— day 
of .. 

**yfe think proper, however, to deck re that, in our opimon, 
as those objections were not founded on speoulative theory, but 
dedaeed from principles which have been established by the 
melancholy example of other nations, in different ages — so they 
never ndll be removedt until the cause itself shall cease to exist 
Th^aeoner, therefore, the public apprehensions are quieted, and 
tha gQiremment is* possessed of tlus confidence of the people, 

f 



218 wiRT'i lit K or 

the more salutary will he its ol>etatibn8, and Ike loilf^r iU du- 
ration. 

**The cause of amendiDents we consider as a common cause; 
and since concessions have been made from political modTes, 
which we conceive may endanger the republic* we trtwt that a 
cmnmendable zeal will be shown for obtaiiling tbosa provisions, 
which experience has taught us are necessary to secure from 
danger the unalienable rights of human nature. 

*'Thc anxiety with which our countrymen press for the ac- 
complishment of this important end, will ill admit of delay. 
The slow forms of congressional discussion and reeommenda- 
tion, if indeed they should erer agree to any change, would we * 
fear be less certain of success. Happily for their wishes, the 
constitution hath presented an alternatire, by submitting the de- 
cision to a convention of the states. To ^his, therefore, we re- 
sort, as the source from whence they are to derive relief from 
their present apprehensions. 

''We do, therefore, in behalf of oor constituents, in the most 
earnest and solemn manner, mtfke this appHcatioa to congress, 
that a convention be immediately called, of deputies from the 
several states, with full power to take into their conslderaMon 
the defects of this constitution that haye been suggested by the 
state conventions, and report such amendments thereto as they 
shall lind best suited to promote our connnon interests, and se- 
cure to ourselves, and our latest posterity, liie great and unali- 
enable rights of mankind." ^ 

Draft of a letter to Governor Clinton on 'the same subject: — 

"Sir: The letter from the convention of the state of New- 
York hath been laid before us since our present session. The 
subject which it contemplated was' taken Up, and we have the 
pleasure to inform you of the entire concurrence in sentiment, 
between that honourable body and the representatives in senate 
and assembly of the freemen of tins eomtnoti wealth. 
' "The propriety of immediately calling a convention of the 
states, to take into consideration the defects of the eon8titati<m 
was admitted ; and in consequence thereof, an application agre^i- 
to, to be presented to the congress,' so soon as it shall be eon* 
yened for the accomplishment of that important end. We hef e* 
with transmit to your excellency, a copy of this application* 
wmeu we request maybe laid before' your assenimy at their 
next meeting. We take occasion to express our most earnest 
wishes that it may obtain the approbation of New-York, an^ of 
all other sister states." 

Draft of a letter to the several states On the same subject: — 

^'The freemen of this commonwealth, in convention assem- 
blad, having, at the. same time that they ratif ed the fedeval 



i^tilidB,iexpte«8«A a desire tfiet many parts, which they cbn- 
mdered m exeeptionable parts', should be amended — the general 
assembly, as well from a sense of duty as a conviction of its 
defeete, hare thought proper to take the earliest measures in 
4heir power, for the accomplishment of this important object. 
They have accordingly agreed upon an application to be pre- 
seiKed ito thexongress, so soon as it shall be assembled, request- 
ing that honourable body to call a convention of deputies from 
the setrerai states, to take the same into their consideration, and 
report snch amendments as they shall find best calculated to 
answer the purpose. 

** As we conceive that all the good people of the United States 
•re equdiy interested in obtaining those amendments that have 
been proposed, we trust that there will be a harmony in their 
sentiments and measures, upon this very interesting subject. 
'We herewith transmit to you a copy of this application, and 
take the liberty to subjoin our earnest wishes that it may have 
y&m concurrence." 

In the two remaining years during which Mr. Henry contin- 
ued a member of the assembly, I find nothing worthy of par- 
ticular remark. In the spring of seventeen hundred and ninety- 
one^ he declined a re-election, with the purpose of bidding a 
final adieu to public life: and although the tender of the most 
honourable appointments, the solicitations of his numerous 
IHends and admirers, and ultimately his own wishes conspired 
to dnnr him from his retreat, he nerer again made his appear- 
aaee in a pubMc character. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Mrs Hemy aimtimiefl the Priotiea of the Law-^Case of ** the British Debta" 
-^-Uocomnnon Interest elicited to hear Mr. Henry on this Case — His Speech 
— Mode of answerijig opposing Counsel — Sketch of Him in his professional 
Character — ^His Defence of the Son of Dr. Holland on his Trial for Murder 
— ^Anecdote of the Case of John Hook-^He bids a final Adieu to his Profes- 
•ion in 1794. 

Mr* Hkhet stiU Continued, however, rather through neces- 
fldty Uiail choice, the practice of the law : and in the fall of this 
yeai^ se^iiteen hvndred and * ninety-one, a cause came on to 
be argued before the circuit court of the United States, in which 
he made what has been considered his most distinguished dis- 
pl^ of pn^mioiial talents. This was the celebrated <»se df 
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the British debU ; a ease in which, from ite tmt and «sten* 

MTe interest) the whole power of the bar of Yisginia wea eofr* 
barked, and which was discassed with so modi leaminf , avg** 
ment, and eloquence, as to have placed that bar, in the ealioMi* 
tion of the federal judges, (if the reports of the day nay be 
accredited,) above all others in the United States* 

The cause was argued first in seventeen hundred and ninety* 
one, before Judges Johnson and Blair, of the supreme court, 
and Griffin, judge of the district ; and afterward in seventeen 
hundred and ninety*three, before Judges Jay and Iredell, and 
the same district judge. Mr. Henry wss one of the counsel 
for the defendant, and srgued the cause on both oceasions. 
The deep interest of the question, in a national point of view, 
and the manner in which it involved more particularly the 
honour of the state of Virginia, and the fortunes of her eiti* 
sens, had excited Mr. Henry to a degree of preparation Whteh 
he had never before made ; and he came forth, on this oeeaaion, 
a perfect master of every principle of Isw, national and mmii- 
eipal, which touched the subject of investigation in the most 
distant point. 

Of the first argument, a manuscript report is still eztant* ta« 
ken in shorthand by Mr. Robertson, the same gentleman who 
reported the debates of the convention of Yir^nia in seven- 
teen hundred and eighty*eight. The second argument waa not 
reported ; because, as Mr. Robertson states, he was informed 
by the counsel, that it wimld be nothing more than a repetition 
of the first ; and he adds, that he was afterward told it was 
much inferior. What must we conclude, then, as to the pow- 
ers displayed by Mr. Henry in the first argument, when, in the 
course of the second and inferior one, he extorted from Judge 
Iredell, as he sat on the bench, the exclamation: — ** Gracious 
God !— He is an orator indeed /" 

The report of the first argument, as deciphered by Mr. Rob- 
ertson, from his stenographic notes, has been obligingly anb- 
mitted to the author of these sketches, and he has extraetad 
from it an imperfect analysis of Mr. Henry's speech. The re- 
port may unquestionably be relied on, so ffir as it professes to 
state the principles of law, and the substance, of the arguments 
urged by the very eminent counsel engaged in the cause; and 
in this point of view, it is to be lamented that so valuable a 
work should still exist only in the form of a manuscript. But, 
as a sample of Mr. Henry's peculiar and inimitable eloqueaee, 
U is subject to all the objections which have been already nrg a d 
t^ the printed debates of the Virginia conventiott* 

This manuscript repdrt bears upon its lace thf most eoa* 
proof of ita inaeouimcy in dioan paasagaa ii| whidi it 
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wy's umcy, or thos^ unexpecled and overwhelming assaQhs 
.vhich h^madf^ upon the hearts of hi« judges ; for in all saeh 
pa8a«gi3i«i (it is- believed, without an esxeeption,) the pen has 
bedD ^I'&wn through the sentence as originally written, in sudi 
a manner, however^ as to leave the words still legible; while 
th^ same thought, or something like it, has been interlined in 
otbl^r word^ ; and even the interlineations themselves are of- 
tener than otherwise erased, al teredo and farther interlined, for 
.4he purpose' of. seeking to amend the expression: so that, in 
casting oDe*s eyes over the manuscript report of Mr. Henry's 
.ape^h, ia.or4cur<to single outthe iti6st brilliant passages, thotfe 
vrhich are 'the most blotted and blurred by erasures and inter* 
lineations may be selected at once, without the hazard of mis- 
l^a* . IJenee,' it is obvious, that the reporter had not in his 
stenographic dot^a, the very expreaaion of the speaker; but 
some hint merely ojf the thought, which he was afterward un- 
able to fill up to his own satisfaction. If farther evidence on 
Ihis subject were required, it is found in this circumstance : that, 
on reading Mr. 'K'^bertson's imitations of the splendid parts 
pf Mr. Henry's speech to several of those who heard it deliv- 
ered, there has not been one who has not turned off from the 
recital with the strongest expressions of disappointment, and 
in several instances corrected by n^emory the language of the 
reporter. 

This explanation is equally due to the memory of Mr. Henry, 
to Ibe. reader, and the author; for the author is fully aware, 
that if the trujLh of the general character which he has attempt- 
ed to give of Hr. Henry's eloquence shall bo/tested by those 
Imperfect specimens to which, for want of more accurate ones, 
be has been compelled to resort, discredit will be thrown upon 
the whole work, and it will be regarded rather as romance than 
history. But the ingenuous and candid reader will look be- 
yond those poor and wretched imitations, and my own equally 
poor and wretched descriptions^ to that proof of Mr. Henry'li 
eloquence which is furnished by its practical effects.' Oun 
there be any doubt of . the supreme eloquence of that man 
who awakened and hushed at his pleasure, " the stormy wave 
of the multitude ?" who, by his powers of speech, roused the 
whole American people from north to south ? put the revolu- 
tion into motion, and bore it upon his shoulder, as Atlas is said 
to do the heavens ? to whose chartns of persuasion, not the 
rabble merely, but all ranks of society, have borne the most 
unanimous evideoaa? who moved not merely the populace^ the 
roekst and stones, of. the field, but, '*by the summit to A the 
iiiouQtain-<>ak, and.mi^e him, atoop io the ubunf" ' ' 

19» 
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IntlHid, dMn, of oomptrinf o«r dMeripUonf of Mr« Homy** 

eloqiMnce with the ■peeim«n« whkh his reporters hare mado 
of it, let the reader compare tiiat deeeriptioii wiA the effbelo 
which it actually wroo|rht, and the uniTersal testlmoay whiek 
it home to it, hy the raptaroue admiration of every one who 
erer had the happiness to hear him ; and the author no far from 
being afraid of the charge of exaggeration, will he appreheit- 
•ive only of that of presnmption, in attempting a descriptidA of 
powers so perfectly undescribahle* 

But to return to his argument in the ease of the BrHiah debts. 
In order to render intelligible the analysis which we propose 
to give to the reader, it will be necessary to preix to it a etalo* 
tnent of the case, of the pleadings, and the p<^ints made in ar- 
gument, by the opening counsel. 

William Jones, a British subject, as surriring partner of the 
mercantile house of Farrell and Jones, brought an action of 
debt in the federal circuit court at Richmond, against ]>oe- 
tor Thomas Walker, of the county of Albemarle, in Virginia, 
on a bond which bore date before the reTolotionanr war ; to 
wit, on the eleventh of May, seventeen hundred and soTenty* 
two. To this action the defendant pleaded five aereiml 
pleas : — 

, 1. The first was, the plea of payn^ent renerally, on which 
the plaintiff took issue ; but it was not tried, the cause having 
gone off on the demurrers growing out of the subeequent 
pleadings. 

iL In his second plea, the defendant Mies on the act of ••• 
quesiration, passed by the legislature of Virginia during' the 
revolutionary war, to wit, on the twentieth of October, seven* 
teen hundred and seven ty*seven; by which it was enacted, that 
'Mt should be lawful for any citizen of this comftnon wealth, ow- 
ing money to a subject of Oreat Britain, to pay the same, or any 
part thereof, from time to time, as he should think fit, into ths 
loan office of the state; taking thereout a certificate for the same 
in the name of the creditor, with an endorsement under the hand 
of the commissioner of the loan office^ expressing the name ef 
the payee, delivering snch certificate to the governor and coun* 
oil, whose receipt slMuld iisehatge kim from so much of ikt 
<fe&t.*"T— and the defendant exhibits the govemor*s receipt for 
two thousand one hundred and fifky*one pounds and eij^teea 
•hillings, which he offers in bar to so moeh of the pfatmtifFii 
demand. 

3. In his third plea, he eets out the act of fbrfefture, paa«sd 
by the assembly on the third of May, seventeen hundred and 
•aveniy^nine, whereby it was, among other things, onaeted, 
••that all the psoper^^ real and peramd, withbi die eommott- 
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illb, belon^ng at thmt lime to toy Britidi f nb|6ctt should be 
dtemed to be vested in the eommenwealth ;" as alio the act of 
the sixth of May^ seventeea hundred and eighty-two, whereby 
it was enacted, *' that no demand whatsoever, originally due to 
a subject of Great Britain, should be recoverable in any court 
of this commonwealth, although the same. might be transferred 
to a citizen of this state, or to any otbei; person capable of main* 
taining such action, unless the assignment had been or might be 
ins|de fora valuable consideration bona fide paid before the first 
of May, seventeejfi hundred and sev^ty-seven:" and the plea 
insists that the debt, in the dcrclaration mentioned, was personal 
property of a British subject, forfeited to the commonwealth 
under the first-mentioned act, and a demand, whose recovery in 
the courts of the eommonwealth was barred by. the last. 

4. The fo^rth plea takes the ground, that the king of Britain 
and his subjects were still alien enemies, and that the state of 
war still continued, on the ground of the several direct viola^ 
lions of the definitive treaty of peace, which follow :-^ • 

First, in continuing to carry off the negroes in his possession, 
the propertv of American citizens, and refusing to deliver them, 
or permit the owners to take them, according to the express 
stipulations of that treaty: — 

Secondly, in' the forcible retention of the forts Niagara and 
Detroit,. and the adjacent territory:*-- 

Thirdly, in supi^lying the Indians, who were at war with the 
United States, "with arms and ammunition, furnished within the 
territories of the United States, to wit, at the forts Detroit and 
Niagara, and at other fort^ and stations forcibly held by the 
troops and armies of the king, within the United States; and in 
purchasing from the Indians, within the territories aforesaid, the 
plunder taken by them in war from the United States, and the 
persons of American citizens made prisoners ; which several 
infractions, the plea contends, had abolished the treaty of peace, 
mnd placed Great Britain and the United States in a state of war; 
end that hence, the plaintiff, being an alien enemy, had no right 
to sue in the courts of the United States. 

5. The fifth plea sets forth, that at the time of contracting the 
debt in the declaration mentioned, the plaindBT and the defend* 
ent were fellow-subjects of the same king and government; that 
•Wi the fourth of July, seventeen hundred and seventy^aix, the 
government of the British monarch in this country was dissolved, 
end the coatlegiance of the parties severed ; whereby the plea 
eontends, that the debt in the declaration mentioned was annulM* 

To the second plea the plaiitttff repHed, insisting on the treaty 
of peaoe of seventeen hundred end ei|hly threes whereby it was 
9itipidele4i that ertditera en cither eide should meet -with no 
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lawful impedimeiit to the recorery of the fall ?ftlue, in flterliitg 
moneyy of all bona fide debts theretofore cohtracted; and also 
on the constitution of the United States of seventeen hundred 
and eighty-seven, by which it had been expressly declared, that 
treaties which were then made, or which should thereafter be 
xnade, under the authority of the United States, should be the 
supreme law of the land, anything in the constitution, or the 
lav>9 of any state^ to the contrary notwithstanding'. 

The defendant rejoined, that the treaty had been annulled by 
the infractions of it on the part of Great Britain, and so could 
not aid the cause of the plaintiff; and farther, that the debt in 
the declaration mentioned was not bona fide due, and owing to 
the plaintiff at the date of the treaty, insomuch as the same (or 
at least two thousand one hundred and fifty-one pounds and 
eighteen shillings of it) had been discharged by the pa3mnent set 
forth in the second plea; and hence, that it was not a subsisting 
debt, within the terms and provisions of the treaty. 

To this rejoinder, as also to the third, fourth, and ^dh plein 
of the defendant, the plaintiff demurred ; and the cause came on 
to be argued, on these demurrers, at Richmond, on the twenty- 
fourth of November, seventeen hundred and ninety-one. 

The Virginian reader will readily estimate the splendour and 
power of the discussion in this case, when he learns the names 
of the counsel engaged in it; on the part of the plaintiff, then, 
were Mr. Ronald, Mr. Baker, Mr. Wickharo, and Mr. Starke; 
and on that of the defendant, Mr. Henry, 'Mr. Marshall, (af- 
terward chief justice of the United States^) Mr. Alexander Camp- 
bell, and Mr. Innis, the attorney-general of Virginia: I mention 
their names in the order in which they spoke on their respective 
sides. 

The cause was opened with great fairness and ability, by Mr. 
Ronald and Mr. Baker, in succession ; they were answered by 
all the counsel of the defendant; and Mr. Wickham, Mr. Starke, 
and Mr. Baker, were heard in the reply. The opening counsel 
made the following points : — 

First, that debts were not a subject of confiscation in war. 

Secondly, that if they were, Virginia, at the time of passing 
the acts relied on by the defendant, was not a sovereign and in- 
dependent state. Great Britain not having at that' time assented 
to her independence; and hence, that she had not the power of 
legislating away the debts of fellow-subjects not represented in 
her legislative councils — which councils, were themselves a 
usurpation in the eye of the law. 

Thirdly, that if debts were subject to confiscation, and Yir- 
ginia were competent to pass laws to that effect, she had not 
done so; and Mr* Baker particularly entered into a nrinote and 



ingeni<nis seru^iny of tbe language of the eereral acts of as- 
semblyt to prore that, jbo far from having been forfeited, the 
debta were recognised as existing British debts down lo the year 
seventeen hundred and eighty*two. 

Fourthly, that if all these points were against the plaintiff, 
the right, of recovering those debts was restored by the treatj 
of seventeen hundred and eighty-three, and the eonstitution ot 
the United States, which recognised that treaty all the supreme 
law of the land; and. 

Fifthly, that the alleged infractions of the. treaty on tbe part 
of Great Britain did not produce the effect of abolishing the 
treaty; that this was a national concern, with which theindi- 
yidua) plaintiff and defendant had nothing to do; that the ques- 
tion oif infraction was one to be decided by the supreme power 
of the nation only, and one of which the court could not, with 
any propriety, take cognizance. 

Mr. Baker closed his opening speech on Thursday evening, 
the twenty-fourth of November, and it was publicly understood 
that Mr. Henry was- to commence his reply on the next day. 
The legislature was then in session ; but when eleven o'clock, 
the hour for the meeting of the court, arrived, the speaker found 
himself without a house. to do business. All his authority and 
that of his sergeant-at-arms were unavailing to keep the mero- 
bere in their seats; every consideration of public duty yielded 
to the anxiety which they felt, in common with the rest of theit 
fellofv-citizens, to hear this great man on this truly great and 
extensively-ii^teresting question. ' 

Accordingly, when the court was ready to proceed to business^ 
the court-room of the capitol, large as it is, was insufficient to 
cootaitt the vast concourse that was pressing to enter it. The 
portico, and the area in which the statue of Washington stands, 
were filled with a disappointed crowd, who, nevertheless, main* 
tained their stand without. In the court-room itself, thejudges 
through condescension to the public anxiety, relaxed the rigovir 
of respect which they were in the habit of exacting, and per- 
mitted the vacant seats of the bench, and even the windows be* 
hind it, to be occupied by the impatient multitude. The noise 
and tumult, occasioned by seeking a more favourable station, 
were at length hushed, and the profound silence which rdgned 
within the room gave notice to those without, that the orator 
had risen, or was on the point of rising. 

Every eye in front of the bar was riveted upon him with the 
most eager attention ; and so still and deep was the silence, that 
every one might hear the throbbing of his own heart. Mr. 
Henryt however, appeared wholly uneonsciovs that all this prejH 
mniioa was on hie account, and rose with as inach simpHefily 
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and composure, as if the occasion had been one of ordinary ofc* 
currence. Nothing citn be more plain, modest, and unaffected, 
than his exordium: — **I stand here, may it please your honours, 
to support, according to my power, that side of the question 
which respects the American debtor. 

*'I beg leave to beseech the patience of this honourable court; 
because the subject is very great and important, and because I 
have not onljr the greatness of the subject to consider, but those 
numerous observations which have come from the opposing 
counsel to answer. Thus, therefore, the matter proper for my 
discussion is unavoidably accumulated. Sir, there is a circum* 
stance in this case, that is more to be deplored than that whicli 
I have just mentioned, and that is this; those animosities which 
the injustice of the British nation hath produced, and which I 
bad well hoped would never again be the subject of discussion, 
are necessarily brought forth. 

**The conduct of that nation, which bore so hard upon us in 
the late contest, becomes once more the subject of investigation. 
I know, sir, how well it becomes a liberal man and a Christian 
to forget a)id to forgive. As individuals professing a holy refi- 
gion, it is our bouhden duty to forgive injuries done us as indi- 
viduals. But when to the character of Christian you add tbe 
character of patriot, you are in a diiferent situation. Our mild 
and holy system of religion inculcates an admirable maxim of 
forbearance. If your enemy smite one cheek, turn the other to 
him. But you must stop there. You cannot apply this to your 
country. As members of a social community, this maxim does 
not apply to you. When you consider injuries done to your 
country, your political duty tells you of vengeance. Forgive 
as a private RHin, but never forgive public injuries. Ohserva* 
tions of this nature are exceedingly unpleasant, but it is my 
duty to use them." 

With the same primeval simplicity, he enters upon the itrgv- 
roent; not making a formal division of the whole subject, but 
merely announcing the single proposition which he was about 
to mi^ntain for the time; thus, immediately after the exordium 
which has been quoted he proceeds thus : — 

*'The first point which I shall endeavour to establish will be, 
that debts in common wars become subject to forfeiture; and if 
forfeited in common wars^ much more must they be so in a rev- 
olution war, as the late contest was. In considering this' sub* 
ject. It will be necessary to define what a debt is. I mean hy it 
an engagement, or promise, by one man to pay another, fort 
valuable consideration, an adequate price. By a contract thus 
made, for a valuable consideration, there arises what, in die law 
phrase, is called a lien on the body and goods of the promissor 
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or debtor. This intereBt, which the creditor becomes entitled 
tOf in the goods and body of his debtor, is such as may be taken 
from the creditor, if he be found the subject of a hostile country. 

'^This position is supported by the following authorities.'* 
Hc(/th#n cites and reads copious extracts from Grotius and Yat- 
Ui'U which seem to support his position decisively — and then 
^oceeds thus: — **This authority decides in the most clear and 
satisfactory manner, that, as a nation, we had powers as exten- 
sive and unlimited as any nation on earth. This great writer, 
aAer stating the equality and independence of nations, and who 
are, and who are not enemies, does away the distinction between 
corporeal and incorporeal rights, and declares that war gives 
the same right wer the debts^ as over the other goods of an 
enemy. 

**He illustrates his doctrine by the instance of Alexander's 
remitting to the Thessalians, a debt due by them to the Theban 
commonwealth : this is a case in point — for supposing the sub- 
jects of Alexander had been indebted to the Thebans, might he 
not have remitted the debts due by them to that people, as well 
MB the debts due them by his allies, the Thessalians? Let me 
not be told that he was entitled to the goods of the Thebans, 
because he had conquered them. If he could remit a debt due 
hy those whose claim of friendship was so inferior, those who 
were only attached to him by the feeble ties of contingent and 
temporary aUiance — if his Macedonians, his immediate and nat- 
ural subjects, were indebted to the Thebans, could he not have 
remittefl their debts? 

**This author states, in clear, unequivocal terms, by fair in- 
ference and unavoidable deduction, that when two nations are 
mi war, either nation has a right, according to the laws of nature 
and nations, Xo remit to its own citizens debts which they may 
oire to the enemy. If this point wanted further elucidation, it 
is pointedly proved by the authority which I first quoted from 
Grotius, that it is an inseparable concomitant of sovereign pow- 
er* tbat debts and contracts similar to those which existed in 
Anierieaf at the time the war with Great Britain broke out, may, 
in virtue of tl:^ eminent domain, or right, be cancelled and 
destroyed. 

***A king has a greater right in the goods of his subjects^ 
for the public advantage^ than the proprietors themselves. 
And when the exigency of the state requires a supply, every 
n^an is more obliged to contribute toward it, than to satisfy his 
creditors. The sovereign may discharge a debtor from the ob- 
ligation of paying, either for a certain time, or for ever • 
ITHiat language can be more expressive than this? Can the 
Blind of man conceive anything more comprehensive? 
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*< Rights are of two sorts, private and inferior, or eminent nni 
thiperior^ such as the community hold over the persons and es* 
tates of its members for the common benefit The latter is par* 
amount to the former. A king or chief of a nation has a 
greater right than the owner himself over any property in the 
nation. The individual who owns private 'property cannot dis 
pose of it, contrary to the will of his sovereign, to injure die 
public. This author is known to be no advocate for tyranny, 
yet he mentions that a king has a superior power over the prop- 
erty in his nation, and that by virtue thereof, he may discharge 
his subjects f6r ever from debts which they owe to ah enemy. 

*^The instance which our author derives from the Roman his- 
tory, affords a striking instance of the length to which the ne- 
cessities and exigencies, of a nation will warrant it to go. It 
was a juncture critical to the Roman afiairs. But their situation 
was not more critical or dangerous than ours at the thne these 
debts were confiscated. It was after the total defeat and dread- 
ful slaughter at Cannae, when the state was in the most imminent 
4anger. Our situation in the late war was equally perUoui. 
Every consideration must give way to the publiC' safety. 

"That admirable Roman maiim, salus populi Buprema lex, 
governed that people in every emergency. It is a maxim that 
ought to govern every community. It was not peculiar to the 
Roman people. The impression came from the same source 
from which we derive our existence. Self-preservation, that 

freat dictate implanted in us by nature, must regulate onr con- 
uct; we must have a power to act according to our necessi ties, 
and it remains for human judgment to decide what are the prop- 
er occasions for the exercise of this power. Call to your rec- 
ollection our situation during the late arduous contest. Was 
it not necessary in our day of trial, to go to the last iota of hu- 
man right? The Romans fought for their altars and honsehoM 
gods. By these terms they meant everything dear and valnable 
to men. Was not our stake as important as theirs? 

**But many other nations engage in the most bloody wara for 
the most trivial and frivolous causes. If other nations who ear* 
ried on wars for a mere point of honour, or a punctilio of gal- 
lantry, were warranted in the exercise of this power,* were not 
we, who fought for everything most inestimabk and valuable to 
mankind, justified in using it? Our finances were In a mors 
distressing situation than theirs at this awful period of onr ex- 
istence. Our war was in opposition to the most grievous op- 
pression — we resisted, and our resistance was approved and 
blessed by Heaven. 

"The most illustrious men who have considered human afr 
iairs, when tkev have revolved human rights, and eonsidarsi 
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how far a naUlon is warranted to act in eases of emergency, de- 
clare that the only ingredient essential to the rectitude and va* 
lidity of its measures is, that they be for the public good. I 
iteed hardly obserre that the confiscation of these debts was for 
the public good. Those who decided it were constitutionally 
enabled to determine it. Grotins shows that yon have not only 
power over the goods of your enemies, but according to the 
exigency of affairs, yon may seize the property of your citizens." 

After reading the apposite passage from Grotius, he says :— ^ 
*^I read these authorities to prove, that the property of an enemy 
is liable to forfeiture, and that debts are as much the subject of 
hostile contest as tangible property. And Yattel, page ^^, as 
before mentioned, pointedly ennmerates rights and debts among 
0Uch property of the enemy as is liable to confiscation. To this 
last auth'or I must frequently resort in the eotkrse of my argu« 
nicnt I put great confidence in him, from the weight of Ms 
•nlhority-^for he is universally respected by aill the wise and 
enlightened of mankind, being no less celebrated for his great 
judgment and knowledge, than for his universal philanthropy. 
One of his first prindples of the law of nations is, a perfect 
equality of rights among nations; that each nation ought to be 
left in the peaceable enjoyment of that liberty it has derived 
from nature. 

**I refer your honours to his preliminary discourse from 6th 
to^the Idth page; lind as it will greatly elucidate the subject, 
and tend to prove the position I have attempted to support, I 
will read sections 17, 18, 19, and 29, of this discourse." Hav- 
ing read these sections, he touches transiently, but powerfully, 
the objection to the want of national independence to pass the 
laws of fbrfeiture, till that independence was assented to by the 
king of Great Britain. "-When the war commenced," said he, 
**these ^ings, called British debts, lost their quality of external 
obligation, and became matters of internal obligation, because 
the creditors had no right of constraint over the debtors. They 
were before the war, matters of perfect external obligation, ac* 
companied by a right of constraint; but the war having taken 
away this right of constraint over the debtors, they were changed 
into an internal obligation, binding the conscience only. For 
H will not surely be denied, that the creditor lost the right of 
'eonstraint over his debtor. 

**Prom the authority of this respectable author, therefore — 
from tlie clearest principles of the laws of nature and nations, 
tiiese debts became subject to forfeiture or remissjon. Those 
•nthors state, in language as emphatic and nervous as the human 
mind can conceive, or the human tongue can utter, Uiat inde- 
pendent nations have the power of eonfiaeaiing Ae property of 

• 20 
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their enemies; and so had this gallant nation. America« being 

a sovereign and complete nation, in all its forms and depart* 
ments, possessed all the rights of the most powerful and ancient 
nations. Respecting the power of legislation, it was a nation 
complete, and without human control. Respecting public jus- 
tice, it was a nation blessed by Heaven, ivith the experience of 
past times; not lik,e those nations, whose crude systems of ju- 
risprudence originated in the ages of barbarity and ignorance 
of human. Tights. 

** America was a sovereign nation* wh6n her sons stepped 
forth to resist the unjust hand of oppression^ and declared them- 
selves independent. The consent of Qreat Britain was not ne- 
cessary (as the gentlemen on the other side urge) to create us 
a nation. Yes, sir, we were a nation, long before the- monarch 
of that little island in. the Atlantic opean gave his puny absent 
to it'^-^These words he accompiaqied by a. most significant 
gesture — rising on- tip^e- — pointing as to a vaist distance, and 
half-closing his eyelids, as if endeavouring with extreme diffi- 
culty, to draw a sight on some object alrbost too'silnall for vision 
-—and blowing out the words puny assent, with lips curled with 
unutterable contempt,-^ 

^* America was, long before that time, a g^at and gallant na- 
tion. In the estimation of other nations we were so : the be- 
neficent hand of Heaven enabled her to triumph, and seenred 
to her the most sacred rights mortals can enjoy., When these 
•illustrious authors, these friends to human nature, these kind 
instructors of human errors and frailties,* contemplate the ob- 
ligations and corresponding rights of nations, «nd define the in- 
ternal right, which is without constraint* and not binding, do 
they not understand suph rights as these, which the British 
creditors now claim? Here this man tells us what conscience 
says oqght to be done, and what is compulsory. These British 
debts must come within the grasp of human power, like all other 
human things. They, ceased to have that external quality, and 
fell into that mass of power which belonged to our legislature 
by the law of nations." • . 

He comes now to a very serious obstacle, which it required 
both address and vigour to remove. Vattel, whom he had 
cited to support his position of the forfeitable character of 
debts, and who, so far as Mr. Henry had read him, does aup* 
port him explicitly, annexes a queli6cation to the principle, 
which had been pressed with great power by the gentlemen 
who opened the cause. The curiosity of the reader will be 
grati^ed byjseeing the manner in which he surmounted the 

•* In the second argument, he Eulogized the writers on the laws of nations, 
IS '* benevoient spiritsrwho held up the torch oLscience to a benighted world.** 
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objection. ** But we are told, that admitting this to be true iit 
the fullest latitude, yet the customary law of Europe is against 
the exercise^ of this power of conHiscation of debts ; in support 
of which position, they rely on what is added by Yattel, p. 484. 

Let us examine what he says :-*-* The sovereign has naturally 
the sfame right over what his aubjects may be indebted to ene- 
mies : therefore, he ipav confiscate debts of this nature, if the 
term of payment happen in the- time of war, or at least he may 
prohibit his subjects from paying while the war lasts. Bnt at 
present, in regard to the advantage and safety of commerce, all 
the s&oereigns of Europe hate departed from this rigour. 
Jknd as this custom hats generally been received, he who should 
act contrary td it, would injure the public faith; for strangers 
trusted his subjects only, from a ftm persuasion, that the 
general custom would be observed.* 

** Excellent man ! iand excellent sentiments ! The principle 
cannot be denied to be good : but when you apply it to the case 
before the court, does it warrant their conclusions? The 
author says, that although a nation has a right to confiscate 
debta due by its people to an enemy, yet, at present the cus" 
Umir of Europe is contrary. It is not enough for this author to 
tell us that this custom is contrary to the right. He admits 
the right. Let us see whether this custom has existence here. 
Yattel, having spoken of the necessary law of nations, which 
is immutable, and the obligations whereof are indispensable, 
proceeds to distinguish the several other kinds of natural law 
in the same preliminary discourse, pp. 11 and 12, thus : — 

** ' Certain maxims and customs consecrated by long use, and 
observed by nations between each other, as a kind of law, form 
this customary la/w of nations, or the custom of nations. This 
law is founded on a tacit consent, or, if you will, on a tacit 
convention of the nations that observe it with respect to each 
other. Whence, it appears, that it is only binding to those 
fiations that have adopted it, and that is not universal, any 
mart ih^n conventional laws. It must be here also observed 
of this customary' law, that the particulars relating to it do not 
belong to a systematic treatise on the law of nations, but that 
Mre ought to confine ourselves to the giving a general theory of 
it, that is, to the rules which here ought to be observed, as well 
With respect to its effects, as in relation to the matter itself: 
and in this last respect, these rules will serve to distinguish the 
lawful and innocent customs, from those that are unjust anld 
iUegal t 

***Whena custom is generally established, either between 
*«lt the polite nations in the world, or only between those of a 
^aortain eoiitihent, as o# Europe for example ; or those who 
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have a more frequent coitespondence ; if that custom is in its 
own nature indifferent* and much more, if it be a wise and 
useful one, it ought to be obligatory on all those nations who 
are considered as having given their consent to it. And they 
are bound to observe it with respect to each other^ while they 
have not expressly declared that they will not adhere to it. 
But if that custom contains anything unjust or illegal, it is of 
no force ; and every nation is under an obligation to abandon 
it, nothing being able to oblige or permit a nation to violate a 
natural law. 

**' These three kinds of (he law of nations, vo2«n^ary, co»- 
pentional and customary^ together, compose the jMSitive law 
of nations. For they all proceed from the Yolition of nations; 
the voluntary law^ from their presumed consent : the convene 
tional law, from an express consent ; and the eustoinary laWr 
from a tacit consent : and as there can be no other manner of 
deducing any law from the will of nations, there are only these 
three klads of the positive law of nations,* 

''This excellent author, after having stated the voluntary 
law of nations to be the result of the equality of nations, and 
the conventional law to be particular compacts or treaties, 
binding only on the contracting parties, declares, tJutt tkt 
customary law of nations is only binding to thosje nations 
that have adopted it ; that it is a particular and not a univeT' 
sal law ; that it applies only to distinct nations. The case of 
Alexander and the Thebans is founded on the general law of 
nations, applicable to nations at war. It is enougn for me, then^ 
to show that America, being at wary was entitled to the privi- 
lege of national law. But, says Vattel^ the present state of 
European refinement controls the general law (of which hehad 
been before speaking). 

*' We know that the customary law of nations can only bind 
those who are parties to the cv-stom. In the year 1776, when 
America announced her will to be free, or in the year 1777, 
when the law concerning British debts passed, was there a cus- 
tomary law of America to this effect? Or were the euatomiaary 
laws of Europe binding on America? Were we a party to 
any such customary law ? Was there anything in aur conati* 
tution or laws which tied up our hands? No, sir* To make 
this customary law obligatory, the assent of all the parties to 
be bound by it is necessary. There must be an interchoMge 

'* It IS not for one nation or community to say to another^ yon 
are bound by this law, because (mr kingdom approve* of it 
It must not only be reciprocal in its advmntti^es and firindplss* 
but it must have been, reciprocal in iti$ exercise* Yirfi 
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«oUhl not, therefore, be bound by it. Let its see whether it 
coald be a hard ease on the British creditors, that this custom- 
ary law of nations did not apply in their favour. Were these 
debts contracted /roffi a persuasion of its observance 7 Did 
the creditors trust to this customary law of nations ? No, sir. 
They trusted to what they thought as firm, the statute and 
cofarrion law of England, ' • 

"Victorious and successful as their. nation had lately been, 
when they, in their pride and inconsiderate self-confidence, 
stretched out the hand of oppression, their subjects placed no 
reliance on the customs of particular nations. They put con- 
fidence in those barriers of right, which were derived from 
their own nation. Their reliance was, that the tribunals estab- 
lished in this country, under the same royal authority, as in 
England; would do them justice. If we were not willing, they 
possessed the power of compelling us to do them, justice. The 
debts, having, therefore, not been contriicted /ro^ any reliance 
on the customary law of nations, were they contracted from 
a regard ^ to the rights of ccmrrierceV 

'* Prom a view of promoting the commerce of those little 
things called colonies? This regard could not have been the, 
ground they were contracted on, for their conduct evinced that 
they wished to take the right of commerce from us. What 
other ingredient remains to show the operation of this custom 
in their favour? The book speaks of strangers trusting sub- 
jects of a diflferent nation, from a reliance on the observance 
of the customary law. 

"The fact here wa(s, that fellow-subjects trusted us, on the 
footing just Stated ; trusted to the existing' compulsory process 
of law, not relying on a passive inert custom. A fearful, 
plodding, sagacious trader, would not rely on so fiimsy, so un- 
certain a dependance. Sontething similar to what he thought 
positive satisfaction, he relied on. Were we not subject to the 
same king? The cases are then at y^^riance. He states the 
custom to exist for the advantage of commerce, and that a de* 
parture from it would injure the public faith. Public faith is 
in this case out of the question. 

"The public faith was not pledged — ^it could not therefore 
be fnjored. I have already read to your honours from the 11th 
page of the preliminary discourse of Vattel, *that the customa- 
ry law of nations is only binding on those who have adopted it, 
and thai it is not universal, any more than conventional laws.* 
It is evident we cnuld not be bound by any convention or treaty 
lo which we ourselves were not a party : and from this author- 
ity it is equally obvious that we coula not be bound by any 
customary law to which we were not parties. 
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*Vl think, thereforei with great submission to the coviAt Ati 
the right for which I eontended, that is, that in common wars 
between independent nations, either of the contending parties 
has a right to confiscate or remit debts due by its people to the 
enemy, is not shaken by the customary law of nations, a.8 far 
as it regards us, because the custom could not affect us. ^t 
gentlemen say we were not completely independent till the 
year 1783 ! To take them on their own ground, their argu- 
ments will fail them. There is a customary law which will op- 
erate pretty strongly on our side of the question. What wove 
the inducements of the debtors T On what did the. .Ameriewi 
debtor rely? 

** Sir, he relied for protection on that system of common and 
statute law on which the creditors depended. Was he decoiyed 
in that reliance ? That he was roost miserably deceived, I be* 
lieve will not admit of a doubt. The customary law of hatioas 
will only apply to distinct nations, mutually consenting thereto. 
When tyranny attempted to rivet her chains upon us, and 'we 
boldly broke them asunder, we w/»re remitted to th»t amplitfide 
of freedom which the benefbcent band of l<fature gave U8» >We 
were not bound by fetters which are of benefit to one party, 
while they are destructive to the other. Would it .be proper 
that we should be bound, and they unrestrained ?" 

As a still farther answer to the objection, and as giving the 
only rule of restraint in operating on the property of a belM- 
gerant, he cites the following principle from Yattel, and applias 
it to the actual state of America : ** Yattel, book the 2d, ch. 8, 
sect 137, says, that 'the lawful -end gives a true right only to 
those means which are necessary for 'obtaimmg such eadL 
Whatever exceeds this, is censured by the laws of nature ^as 
faulty, and ^ill be^ condemned at the tribunal of conscience. 
H^nce it is, that the xight to such or such acts of hostility 
varies according to their circumstances. What is just and per- 
fectly innocent in a war, in one particular aitaation, is aot 
always so in another. Right goe^ hand it^ hand witkneccaaity^ 
and the exigency of the case ; but never exceeds it.' 

"This, sir, is the first dictate of nature, a^id the priictice of 
of nations ; and if your misfortunes and distresses should be 
sad and dreadful, you are let loose froip those common restrainle 
which may be proper on common occasions, in order to pre- 
serve the great rights of human nature,. 

*^ This is laid down by that great writer in dear and unequiv- 
ocal terms. If then, sir, it be certain from a recurrence to 
j&cts, that it was necessary for America to seize on British 
property, this book warrants the legislature of this state in 
passing diose confiscating and prohibitory lavs. I naad oalr 
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94(^ to your fjvcj^HeelioB, for our pre«9i&g situa^on during the 
latecoDtMt; ao4 happy am h that this idl-icnportant question 
comes on, before the heads of those, who were actors in the 
great scene, are laid in the dnst. An uninformed posterity 
would be unacquainted with the awfiil necessity which im-> 
pelled us on. 

** If the means were within reach, we were warranted by the 
laws of native and nations to use them. The iiact was, that 
we were attacked by one of the most formidable nations under 
heaven ( a nation that carried terror and dread with its thunder 
to both hemispheres/'^Thia illustration of the power of Great 
Britain was, if we may trust respectable tradition, much more 
^expanded than we find it in the report ; and such was the force 
of his iroagination, and the irresistible energy of his delivery 
4LQd actiop, that the audience now felt themselves instinctiirely 
recoill-ng from the tremendous power of that very nation, 
which but a short time before had been exhibited as a mere dot 
in the Atlantic, a point so microscopic as to be scarcely visible 
to the Aslced eye : he proceeds to close the first member of his 
fiist, point thus :] 

*'Our united property enabled us to look in the face that 
mighty people. Dared we to have gone in opposition to thmn 
bound hand and foot ? Would we have dared to resist them 
fettered t for we should ba^e been fettered, if we bad been 
deprived of SO- considerable a. part of our little stoek of na- 
tional resources. In that most critical and dangerous emer- 
geney, our all was but a little thing* Had we a treasury ?**-an 
'exchequer T Had we commerce ? Had we any revenue ? Had 
we anylhing from which a nation could draw wealth T No, 
*sir. Our credit became the scorn of our fioes. However, the 
eflTorts of certain patriotic eharacters (there were not a few of 
ithem« thank Heaven) gave us credit among our own people. 

**But we had not a farthing to spare. We were obliged to 
7go on a most grievous a^tidpatibn, the weight of which we 
*feel at this day. Reeur to our actual situation, and the means 
-which we had of defending ourselves. The actual situation of 
Ameriaais described here, where this author says, *that right 
g0e9 k§nd in hand with necMsiiyJ* The necessity of being 
greftt and dreadful, you are wa'rrantiid to lay hold of every 
atom of money within 3Pour reach, especially if it be the money 
^ your enemies. It is prudent and necessary to strengthen 
^ yourselves and weaken your enemies. 
, «« Vatlel, book 8d, ch. 8, sect. 138, says, ' The business of a 
i I uet wav 'being to suppress violence and injustice, it gives a right 
I to eompely by force, him who is deaf to the voice of justice. It 
, ^Mi A.iif hi of doing agaiast the enemy, whatat er ia aeeeasary 
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for weakeainf hiin-*-for disatbling him from matting any farther 
reaistanee in support of his injustice — and the most effectualf 
the most proper methods may be chosen, provided they hare 
nothing odious, be not unlawful in themselves, or exploded by 
the law of nature.' Here let me pause for a moment, and ask, 
whether it be odious in itself, or exploded by the law of nature, 
to seize those debts ? 

'*No — because the money was taken from the very offenders. 
We fought for the great, unalienable, hereditary rights of hn- 
man nature. An unwarrantable attack was made upon us. An 
attack, not only not congerrial with motherly or parental tender^ 
ness, but incompatible with the principles of humanity or civil- 
ization* Our. defence then was a necessary one. What says 
Yattel, book 3d, chapter 8, section 136?— 'The end of a just 
war is Xo revenge or prevent injury; that is, to procure by force 
the justice which cannot otherwise be obtained; to compel an 
unjust person to repair an injury already done, or to give secu- 
rities against any wrong threatened by him. 

^ ' On a declaration of war, therefore, this nation ha« a right 
of doing against the enemy whatever is necessary to this justi- 
fiable end of bringing him to reason, and obtaining justice and 
security from him.* We have taken nothing in this necessary 
defence, but from the very offenders — those who unjustly at- 
tacked us : for We had a right of considering every individual 
of the British nation as an enemy. This I prove by the same 
great writer, p. 519, section 139, of the same book : — <An ene- 
my attacking me u^ijustly gives an tindoubted right of repelKnj^ 
his violences ; and he who opposes me in arms, when I demand 
only my right, becomes himself the real aggressor, by his un- 
just resistance. He is the ftrst author of violence, and obliges 
me to make use of f6rce, for securing myself against the 
wrongs^ntended me either in my person or possessions ; for if 
the effects of this force proceed so far. as to take away h\ft life, 
he owes the misfortune to himself; for, if by sparing him, I 
should submit to the injury, the good would soon become the 
prey of the wicked. 

'* ' Hence the right of killing enemies in a just war is de- 
rived ; when their resistance cannot he suppressed — when they 
are not to be reduced by milder methods, th^re f> a right o} 
taking away their life. Under the name of enemie*^ as we 
have already shown, are comprehended not only the first aa- 
thor of the war, but ]\kew\9e all who join kim^ and fight for hit 
>causeJ* Thus I think the first part of my position confirmed 
and unshaken ; that in common wars, a nation not reatrained 
by the customary law of nations, has a right to confiscate debts.** 
V In the aeo4md member •f ^at poittt, he ia released irom the 



i^vility of qootation ; and, to borrow a p&rase of his own, 
*' remitted to the amplitude*' of Ms natural genius : the reader 
^ill therefore be amused by a more copious extract : — ** From 
this I will go on to the other branch of my position : that if, 
in (Bommon warsi debts be liable to forfeiture, a fortiori must 
they be. so in a revolution war. Let me contrast the late war 
with wars in common. According to those people called kings, 
wars in common are systematic and produced for trifles ; for 
Aot conforming to imaginary honours ; because you have not 
lowered your flag before him at sea ; or for a supposed affront 
lo the person of an ambassador. 

"Nations are set by the ears, and the most horrid devasta- 
tiotis are brought on mankind, for the most frivolous causes. 
If then, when small matters are in contest, debts be forfeitable, 
what must have accrued to t^, as engaged in the late revolution 
war — a war commenced in attainder, perfidy, and confiscation T 
If we take with us this great principle of Yattel, that right 
^oes in hand with necessity^ and consider the peculiar situation 
of the American people, we will find reason more than suffi- 
cieint to give us a right of confis<;ating those debts. 

** The most striking peculiarity attended the American war. 
In the first of it, we were stripped of every municipal right. 
Rights and obligations are correspondent, co*extensive, and in* 
separable— they must exist together, or not at all. We were, 
therefore, when stripped of all our municipal rights, clear of 
every municipal obligation, burden, and onerous engagement. 
If then the obligation be gone, what is become of the corres- 
poodent right? They are mutually gone." 

These little words, "they are mutually gone," which would 
b^ve made no figure in the pronunciation pf an ordinary 
tpeaker, are said to have formed a beautiful picture, as delivered 
by Mr. Henry : his eyes seemed to have pursued tbese asso- 
ciated objects to the extremest verge of mortal sight, while the 
iall of his voice, and correspondent fall of his extended hand, 
with th^ palm downward, depicted the idea of evanescence 
with indescribable force ; the andience might imagine, that 
they flaw the objects at the very instant when they vanished 
in the distance, and became commingled with the air : and all 
this, too, without any affected pause to give it effect; without 
any apparent effort on his part ; but wi& all the quickness of 
thought and all the ease of nature. 

"The case of sovereign and independent nations at war is 
hx different; because, there private right is respected, and do* 
mestic asylum held saored. Was it the case in our war? No, 
•ir. Daggers were planted in your chambers, and mischiefy 
iie«tb» and de«tr«rtion, might meet yon at your ireside. 
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*' There is an essential variance between the late war and 
common wars. In common wars, children are not obliged to 
fight against their fathers, nor brothers againat brother8« nor 
kindred against kindred. Our men were compelled, contrary 
to the most sacred ties of humanity, to shed the blood of their 
deareat connexions. In common wars, contending partlea re- 
apeet municipal rights, and leave' even to those they invade, 
the means of paying debts, and' complying with obligations ; 
they touch not private property. For example, when a British 
army lands in France, they plunder nothing: they pay for 
what they have, and respect the tribunals of Justice, unless they 
have a mind to be called a savage nation. 

''Were we thus treated t Were we permitted to exereise in* 
dustry and to Collect debts, by which we might be enabled to 
pay British creditoi's ? Had we a poVer to pursue commerce? 
No, sir. What became of our agriculture? Our inhabitants 
were mercilessly and brutally plundered, and ovr enemies pro- 
fessed to maintain their army by those means only. Our slaves 
carried away, our crops burnt, a cruel war carried on against 
our agriculture — disability to pay debts produced by pillage 
and devastation, contrary to every principle of national law. 
From that series of plenty in which we had been accustomed 
to live and tb reveh we were plunged into every species of hu- 
man calamity. 

** Our lives attacked— charge of rebels fixed upon as— 4:011- 
iiscation and attainder denounced against the whole continent; 
and he that was called king of England sat judge upon oar 
case— he pronounced his judgment, notlike those to whom poetic 
fancy has given existence — not like him ivho sits in the in- 
fernal regions, and dooms to the Stygian lake those spirits who 
deserve it, because he spares the innocent, and sends 9ome to 
the fields of Elysium — not like Am who sat in ancient imperial 
Rome, and wished the people had bnt one neck, that he might 
at one blow strike oflf their headsj and spare himself the tronbie 
of carnage and massacre, because one city Would have satisfied 
his vengeance — not like any of his fellow-men, for nothing 
would satiate his sanguinary ferocity, but the indiscriminate de- 
struction of a whole continent — involving the innocent with 
the guilty. 

''Yes, he sat in judgment with his coadjutors, and pronoun- 
ced proscription, attainder, and fin'feiiure, against men, women* 
and even children at the breast. Is not this description point- 
edly true in all its parts? And 1^^ were his coadjutors artd 
executioners in this strange court of judicature? Like tiie 
fiends of poetic imagination — HesHans, Indians and JVe^roes, 
were his coadjutors and executioners^ Is there anylhuig fai 
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this Md detail of offences which is unfounded t anything not 
enforced by the act of parliameni against America ? We were 
thereby driven out of their protection, and branded by the 
epithet rebels. The term rebel may not now appear i^ all its 
train of horrid consequences. 

** We know that when a person is called rebel by that gov- 
ernment, his goods and life are forfeited, and his very blood 
pronounced to be corrupted, and the severity of the punish- 
ment entailed on his posterity. To whom may we apply for 
the verity of this! The jurisprudence and nistory of that 
nation prove, that, when they speak of Tebels, nothing but 
blood will satisfy thein* Is there nothing hideous in this part 
of the portrait? It is unparalleled in the anaals o( mankind. 
Though I have respect for individuals of that nation, my duty 
constrains me to speaks thus. 

*' When, we contemplate this mode of warfarerand the sen- 
timents of the writers on natural law on thi» subject, we are 
justified in sayings that in this revolution war, we had a right 
to consider British debts as subject tp confiscatien*-*and to seize 
the property of those who originated that wan As. to the in* 
juries done to agriculture they appear in a diminutive view, 
when compared to the injuries and indignities offered to per« 
sons, and mtinsions of abode. Sir, from your seat you might 
have seen ipstanoes of the most gi^ievous hostility : not only 
private property wantonly pillaged, but men, women, and. chil« 
aren, dragged publicly from their habitations, and indiscrimin- 
ately devoted to destruction. The rights of husnanity were 
eacrifieed. We were then deprived not only of the benefit of 
municipal, but natural law. 

**If there shall grow out of these considerations a palpable 
disability to pay those debts, I ask if the claim be just ? For 
that disability was produced by those excesses— <4>y those very 
men who come on us now for payment. Here give me leave 
to say, that they sold us a bad title in whatever they sold us— ^ 
in real as well as in personal property. Describe the nature 
of a debt: it is an engagement or promise to pay^but it must 
be for a valuable consideration* If this be clear, was not the 
title, to whatever property they sold us, bad in every sense of 
the word, when the war followed ? What can add value to 
property? Force. 

** Notwithstanding the equity and fairness of the debt wh/^a 
ineorred, if the security of the property received was after*' 
ward destroyed, the title has proved defective. Suppose: miH^ 
ions were contracted for and .received^ those millions give yoi| 
BO advantage without forces to protect them. This necessary 
protectioa is withdrawn by the vj^ry. men who were bound tf 
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iffbrd it, and who now demand payment. Neither lands, sltToa, 
nor other property, are worth a shilling, without protecting 
force. This title was destroyed, when the act of parliament, 
.patting us oat of their protection, passed against America. I 
■ay, sir, the title was destroyed by the very offenders who come 
here now aiid demand payment. Justice and equity cancel the 
obligation as to the price that was to be given for it, heeause 
the tenure is destroyed, and the effects purchased have no 
value. 

**Such a claim is unsupported by the plainest notions of right 
and wrong. For this long catalogue of offences committed 
against the citizens of America, every individual of the British 
nation is accountable. How are you to be compensated for 
those depredations on persons and property? Are you to go 
to the kingdom of England, to find the very individual who did 
you the outrage, and- demand satisfaction of him ? To teH you 
of such a remedy as this, is adding insult to injury. Every 
individual is chargeable with national offences." 

To maintain this last position, he cites an authority expressly 
in point, from Vattel, and proceeds thus : — ** These obeerva* 
tions of Vattel amount to this : that a king or conductor of a 
nation is considered as a moral person, by means of whom the 
nation acquires or loses its rights, and subjects itself to pen- 
alties. The individuals, and the nation which they compose 
are one. I will therefore take it for granted, that whatever 
violences and excesses were committed on this continent are 
chargeable to the plaintiff' in this very action. Recollect our 
distressed situation. We had no exchequer, no finances, no 
army, no navy, no common means of defence. 

"Our necessity^-^ire necessity compelled us to throw aside 
those Tulek which respect private property, and to make im« 
presses on our own citizens to support the war. Right and 
necessity being co-extensive, we were compelled to exert a 
right the most eminent over the whole community. The salu9 
vopuli demanded what we did. If we had a right to disregard 
the legal fences thrown round the property of our citizens, had 
we not a greater right to take British property? 

"Another peculiarity contributes to aid our defence. The 
Want of an exchequer obliged us to emit paper money, and 
compel our citizens to receive it for gold. In the ears of aome 
men this sounds harshly. But they are young men, who do 
not know and feel the irresistible necessity that urged iit. 
Would your armies have been raised, clothed, maintained, or 
kept together without paper money ? Without it, the war 
would have stood still, resistance to tyranny would have ato]^ 
pfedi knd despotism, with aH its horrid train of appurtenanoea^ 
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must have depreMed your country. We compeDed the people 
to receive it in payment of all debts — we induced and in?ited 
them (if we did not compel them) to put it into the treasury, 
as a' complete disbharge from their debts. 

*' Sir, I trust I shall not live to see the day, when the public 
counsels of America, will g^ve ground to say that this was m 
state trick, contrived to delude and defraud the citizens. What 
must it be osteni^ibly, when, by the compact of your nation^ 
they had publicly bound and pledged themselves, that it was 
and should be money, if afterward, in the course of human 
events, when temptations present themselves, they shall de* 
elare that it is not money ? 

^ Sir, the honest planter is unskilled in political tricks and 
deceptions. His interest ought never to be sacrificed. The 
law is his guide. The law compelled him to receive it, and his 
Countrymen would have branded him with the name of enemy 
if he had refused it. The laws of the country are as sacred 
as the imaginary sanctity of British debts. Sir, national en- 
gagements ought to be held sacred ; the public violation of 
this solemn engagement will destroy all confidence in the gov- 
ernment. If you depart from the national compact one iota, 
you give a dangerous precedent, wh|ch may imperceptibly and 
gradually introduce the most destructive encroachment on hu- 
man rights.** 

He then proceeds to notice more directly the objection,' that 
we were not a people competent for legislation till the assent 
of the British king was given to our independence :—«« I will 
beg leave here to dissent from the position of the gentleman 
dn the other side, which denied that we were a people, till our 
enemies were pleased to say we were so. That we were, a 
people, and had a right to do everything which a great and a 
roynl — nay, an imperial people could do, is clear and indispu- 
table. Though under the humble appearance of republican- 
ism, our government and national existence, when examined, 
are as solid as a rock — not resting on the mere fraud and op- 
pression of rulers, nor the Credulity nor barbarous igno- 
rance of the people ; but founded on the consent and convic- 
tion of enlightened human nature. That we had every right 
that completely independent nations can have, wiirbe satisfac- 
torily proved to your honours, by again referring to Vattel.'* 

He then cites and reads a passage 'from Vattel, the effect of 
which is, that during a civil war, the parties, acknowledging no 
common judge on earth, are to be considered as two distinct 
people ; and to govern themselves in the conduct of the war 
by the general laws of nations. After which he proceeds 
Ana : — 



. ** fier^ then, sir, i« proof abuodaot, that be^'»rt' tXie acknowl^ 

tigfuepi of American independence by Crrcdi, j^ritaiii^ we had 
aright to be poxusidered. a3 a nation; because ba eaitli^e had 
no common superior^ to; ^ve a decision of the; dibptfte between 
U8 and o^r sovereign. • Af^er deidarlag oarBehrt^^ ^^soveteign 
pegpie w^ had every right va nation. can claiI^a& an independent 
comn) unity. • But. the gentlemen on the other aide great,ly rely 
upon this principle* that a contract cannot, be dissolve^ ^thout 
the consent of all the contracting parties ;! the infereace.iit^hat 
the consent of the king of Great Britain .was /necessary. to the, 
dissolution of the go vernmei^t. > 

*' Tyranny has too often and too successfully rireted its 
chains, to warrant a belief, that a tyrant will evpr voluntarily 
release his subjects from the governmental con^pacU Rather 
naight.it .be, expected, that the last iota of h.uman misery would 
b^ b.o;ri||e, and the oppression would descend from father tG^ 
son, to.thej/^test.pjeriod of earthly existence; Thadespoibio 
of Qur sovereign ought to be qonsideirod a^ animplijed eoiiaent, 
0(1 his .pfint, to dissjolve the jcompact [between,, us; and he and 
his si^bje^ls rpvi^t b^ .considered aa onerr-there cjui be no dis- 
tinction*. Por,. in a ipy other view,, his consent woiiid not hava 
.been, obtained without forac;* There is such a thing,. indeed, 
.as tyranny from free choice. .Sweden, not long ago Msiurren* 
dered its liberties in one day, as Denmark had done formerly ; 
^ that this branch, of the h^uman^ family; is cut off from avery 
possible enjoyment of human righis, > ,, j. 

** But the right to resist oppression is npt denied. The. gen* 
tlemen's doctrine cannot therefore apply j^p national communis 
ties., If/^ny additional force wa?.wantii|g^to eoniirm what J 
advance, .it wonid be derived from the treaty pf peace, whi^ 
further prov€;s,jthat we were entitled to all the privHeges of in* 
.dependent nation^. The ^consent of all ;the people of llurop^ 
said we wer^. fr^e*.; , Our former mas.ter withheld, ^nn consent 
till & few unlucky events compelled him, Aod when b,e'ga]r9 
Vs ^flt^.» ^t :gave. U8,..5y TelfjSio^hckch to th& time ofth^ 4cclarq^ 
tion of independency aU; the rights aRd privilege^ ,bf a jpom-^ 
pletejjy spvereigp. j^atiorj : purind^panden(^,was ackmnprledged 
fyy him, jsrevioiis t^ theieompletion of the treaty of . peat^. , It 
was not «^ (QQndition of th^ treaty, bu< wasj^acknowiedged,. bjr 
his own <>verture, preparatpry tQit. ...... . , 

. "View the: .^on^equefces of > their fati|1,:4oqtrinQ.,.!l1bere 
would not only have been long arrears of debts .to pay, but i^ 
Ipng catalogue of crimen to be, punished* tf thejultiQiaite.,ap«* 
knowledgment of our independepce by Gre^t Britain hadlnot 
relation back to the time of the declaration of independence* 
kll the intermediate acts of legislation would be void— «iid 



tevery decision an^i HCt^ rotjs^qtrent thereon; \rpuld te'riull. 
But, sir, we were a cvtihplete hadonon ereryprinciplo, accord- 
ing to the nutfaorities I have alrea'^y read ; in addition to which 
1 will refer your honours to Vlttel,'Hook- ir. ch. Vii; sec. 88, to 
show ^4 were entitled to the benefits of national law, and to 
nse all tlie resources of the commonity : ' ' 

'"'^From the equality of all natioris really spve;«cign and inde- 
pendent, it is a principle of the ^voluntary law of nations, that 
-»it> nation can control another in' its intfernat mimictpal Ifegisla- 
tioii.' If wife consider th^ fousitiiess of fcohfiscatioh according 
to the immemorial usages of Great 'BHtdin^ ive itill find that 
. the law and practice of that cofiittry support mv position. In 
the warS'Whlch respect reVointions which have takert plac<! in 
that island — life, fortune, goods, debts, and everything 61se 
were (bon&scitted. The cHmen l(tsftz mdjestatis, as it is* called, 
involyed everything. Every possible punishment has been 
Inflicted ■ on ^sufftring humanity that it could endure, l)y the 
party iWhifeh had the superiority in those wars, over the defeat- 
ed pjttrty, which was charged With i'ebellion. 

" What would have be^n the Consequences, sir, if we had 
been conquiirrf? W^re we not fighting against' thit majesty ? 
"Would the justice; of out opposition have bcjeti considered ? 
The mdsthot^id forfeitures, CO jifiscatipns^, and attainders, would 
hlive ^befen pronounced iag'ainst usV 'Consider their hfstory, 
fromHhie time of Wijiiara the First ^ill this day. Were not 
his '^iyo/*^ftn^ gra'tifi'ed with the confiscation of the richest 
estates iri England? Read the excessive cruelties, attaiiiders, 
and confiscations, of that reign. England depopulated^ts in- 
habitants stripped of the dearest privileges of humanity — ^de- 
graded with the most ignominious badges of botidage — and 
totally deprived of the power of resistance to usurpation and 

tyranny. ^ 

**This inability continued to the time of Henry the Eighth. 
In his reign, the business of confiscation ^nd" attainder, made 
considerable havoc. After his reign, some stop was put to that 
cfiTusion of blood which preceded and happened under it. ' 'Rec- 
ollect the sad arid lamentable effects of the Yo)*k and Lancas*^ 
triftn \i»ars. Remember the rancorous hatred and inveterate 
deteatatiotis of contending factions — the distinction of the 
white aftd red ros^s. '• To come a little lower— :what happened 
In that island in th!e rebellions of seventeen hundred and fif- 
te«i wd' seventeen liundred and forty-five! If we had been 
conquered, would not our men have shared the fate of the peo- 
ple of- Ireland? A great part of that island was confisfeated, 
though the Irish people thought themselves engaged in a laud- 
able cause. What confiscation and punishments were inifietcd 
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In Scotland ? The plains of Cullodenf and the neighbovrtnt 
ffibbets, would show you. I thank Hearen thai the spiril ot 
liberty under the protection of the Almighty, saved us from 
experiencing so hard a destiny. 

** But had we been subdued, would not erery right have been 
wrested from us! What right would have been sared? 
Would debts have been saved ? Would it not be absurd to 
save debts, while thev should burn, hang, and destroy! Be* 
fore we can decide with precision, we are to consider the dan* 
gers we should have been exposed to, had we been subdued* 
After presenting to your view this true picture of what would 
have been our situation, had we been subjugated — surely a 
correspondent right will be found, growing out of the law of 
nations in our favour. 

** Had our subjugation been effected, and we pleaded for par- 
don — represented that we defended the most valuable rights of 
human nature, and thought they were wrong — would our peti* 
tion have availed ! I feel myself impelled, from what has 
passed, to ask this question, i would not wish to have lived 
too see the sad scenes we should have experienced. 

** Needy avarice, and savage cruelty, would have had full 
scope. Hungry Germans^ blood-thirsty Indians^ and nations 
of another colour, would have been let loose upon us. The 
sad effects of such warfare have had their full influence on a 
number of our fellow-citizens. Sir, if you had seen the sad 
scenes which I have known ; if you had seen the simple but 
tranquil felicity of helpless and unoffending women and chil- 
dren, in little log huts on the frontiers, disturbed and destroyed 
by the sad effects of British warfare and Indian butchery, your 
soul would have been struck with horror ! (Iven those help- 
less women and children were the objects of the most shock- 
ing barbarity. 

** Give me leave again to refer to Yattel, p. 9 : — ^ Nations be- 
ing free, independent, and equal, and having a right to judge 
according to the dictates of conscience, of what is .to be done 
in order to fulfil its duties ; the effect of all this is, the produ- 
cing, at least externally and among men„ a perfect equality of 
^ rights between nations, in the administration of their afiairs, 
and the pursuit of their pretensions, without regard to the in- 
trinsic justice of their conduct, of which others have no right 
to form a definitive judgment: so that what is permitted in 
one, is also permitted in the other ; and they ought to be con* 
sidered in human societv as having an equal right.* 

'* If it be allowed to the British nation to put to death, to for- 
feit and confiscate debts and everything else, may we not (hav- 
ing an equal right) confiscate — not life, for we never desire it^ 



PATRIdk HfiNRV. 246 

but thai wtiich is itie common object af confiscation — prop^rty^ 
goods, and debt^, which strengthen ourselves and weaken our 
enemies? I trust that this i^hort recapitulation , of events 
shows^.that if there ever was ift the history. 9fjni8^^P 8i case re- 
quiring the full use.of all huqaah mfans* U was our case in the 
late contest; and we were the jrefore warrs^n led to cojifisca^te 
the British det)t9.*^ ' . 

He now takes another, ground to estaBlish the. confiscation; 
I shall give his whole argument on this point in his own 
ivdrds: — 

*'I beg leave to add' that thes^ debts are lost on another prin- 
. ciple. By the dissbl^ution of the British government, America 
went into a state of nature^on the dissolution of that of whioh 
we had been miembers, thei'e being no government antecedent, 
we went necessarily ir^to a state of nature. To prove this, I 
need oply refei^ ,to the Declaration of Indepeodence, propoua- 
c6d on ijie fourth day of J^uly, seventeen hundred and seventy- 
six, and- otir state constitution." — Here Mr* Henry read part 
of the constitution. — "It reqites many instances of misrule 
6y the ting of England— il asserts the right and expediency 
of dissolving the British government, and goingv into a state 
of nature; pr> in other Words^ to establish a nevf government. 
I*he riffht of dissolving it and forming a new system, had pre- 
ceded toe fourth day of .July, seventeen hundred and seventy- 
•ix. ' *. 

'* A recapitulation of the events of the tyrannical acts of gov- 
erhnrtent, would demonstrate a riglit to dissolve it. But I may 
go farther, and even say, that the act of parliament which de- 
clared us out of the king^s protection^ dissolved it. For what 
Is government t It is an express or implied compact between 
the rulers and ruled, stipUjating reciprocal protection and obe- 
dience. That protection ^as withdrawn, solemnly withdrawn 
from us. Of consequence, obedience ceased to be due. Our 
municipal rights were taken away by one blow. Municipal 
obligations and govetm^ent were also taken away by the si^me 
blow. ... 

" W^^ll, then* there being no antecedent government, we re- 
turned into a state of nature. Uqless we did sp, Qur new con^- 
pact of' government could only be a usurpation. In a state of 
nature there is no legal Hen in the person or property of any 
one. If you are not clear of every antecedent engag^rpent, 
what is the legality or strength of the present constitution of 
government! If any antecedent ehj^agements; are to bind, 
how far are they to reach ? , You haoTno right to forna a new 
government, if the old system existed ; and if it did not e3(i8|, 
^jou'were a^cessiiriljr ana inevitably in a state of nature. 

31 • 
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*' In my humble opinion, by giving validity to such claims, 
you destroy the vecy idea of the right to form a new govern 
ment. Vattel calls government the totality of persons, estates, 
and eflects, formed by every individual of the new society, and 
that totality represented by the governing power. How can 
the totality exist while an antecedent right exists elsewhere ? 
See Grotius, page 4, which I have already read, and note 29 : 
because the design and good of civil society necessarily re- 
quire, that the natural and acquired rights of each member 
should admit of limitations several ways, and to a certain de- 
gree by the authority of him or them, in whose hands the sov- 
ereign authority is lodged% When we formed a new govern- 
ment, did there exist any authority that limited our rights? 
How can the totality exist, if any other person or persons have 
an existing claim upon you ? 

** It appears to me, that that equality which is involved in a 
state of nature cannot exist while such claim exists. The 
court will recollect what I have already read out of Vattel, in 
sections 15 and 18. The equality here ascribed to independ- 
ent nations is equally ascribed to men in a state of nature* A 
moral society of persons cannot exist without this absolute 
equality. The existence of individuals in a stat^ of nature, 
depends In like manner upon, and is inseparable from such 
equality^ 

** Rights, as before^-mentioned, Vattel, pp. 8 and 9« are di- 
vided into internal and external : of external rights, he makes 
the distinction of perfect and imperfect. I beseech your hon- 
ours to fix this distinction in your minds. The perfect external 
right only Is accompanied with the right of constraint. The 
imperfect right loses that quality, and leaves it to the party to 
comply or not to comply with it. When the former govern- 
ment was dissolved, the American people became indebted to 
nobody. You either owe everything or nothing—- and every 
contract and engagement must be dpne away^ if any. 

** In a state of nature you are free and equal. But how are 
you free, if another have a lien on your body ? Where is 
your freedom, or your equality with that person, who has the 
right of constraining you ? This right of constraint implies a 
complete authority over you, but not however to enslave you. 
This constraint is always adequate to the right or obligation. 
Where can you find the possibility of this equality which na* 
ture gives her sons, if we admit an existing right of conitrauit? 

^If it be a fact, that on the dissolution of the government 
we did enter into a state of nature, (and that we did, I humbly 
judge, cannot be denied, as at that time no government existed 
«t mI,) it destroys all claim to one farthing. This will be fouiid 
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lo be truts as well upon the ground of eqaity and good con* 
science as in law, when it is considered* that when we went 
into a state of nature, the means of paying debts were taken 
away from us by them ; because, so far as they had power over 
us, they prevented us from getting money to pay debts. "Hiey 
interdicted us from the pursuit of profitable commerce ; from 
getting gold and silver, the only things they would take-^they 
unjustly drove us to this extremity. By the concession of the 
worthy gentlemen, their attack upon us was unjust. 

'* But then, debts are not subject to confiscation, say gentle- 
men, because there were no inquests, no office found for the 
commonwealth. Has a debt an ear^mark ? Is it tangible or 
visible! Has it any discriminating quality ? Unless tangible 
or vistbie> how is it to be ascertained or distinguished? What 
does an inquest mean ? A solemn inquiry by a jury, by ocular 
examination, with other proofs. If an inquest of office were 
to be had of land, a jury could tell the lines and boundaries of 
it, because they may be distinguished from others, and its 
identity may thereby be ascertained. If a horse be the object 
of inquiry, he can be easily distinguished from any other horse. 

*«In like manner every other article of visible property may 
t>e subject to inquests ; but such a thing as an inquest of a debt 
never existed, ^ts far as my legal knowledge extends. What 
are to be the consequences^ if this proceeding be requisite T 
You must set up a court of inquisition, summon the whole na- 
tion, and ask every man how much do you owe f This would 
be productive of endless confusion, perplexity and expense, 
without the desired effect. The laws of war and of nations 
require no more than that the sovereign power should openly 
«ignify its will, that the debts be forfeited. There is i|o par* 
iieular forensic form necessary. The question here is net, 
whether this confiscation be traversed in all the forms of 
municipal regulations. There is a question between Great 
Britain and America similar to that between Alexander and the 
Thebans. Has the sovereign signified his pleasure that debts 
be remitted ? 

*' A sign is completely sufficient, if it be understood by the 
people. There is a necessity of thus speaking the legislative 
willf that the other party may know it, and retaliate ; for what 
10 allowed to one, is to both parties. This was different from 
the irature of a solemn war. War is lawful or unlawful, ac- 
eording to the manner of conducting it In the prosecution of 
n, lawful solemn war, it is necessary that you do not depart from 
certain rules of moderation, honour, and humanity, but act 
•ceording to the usual practice of belligerant powers. Did the 
mother-country conduct the war against us in this manner! 
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We did opei^ly say, we me^n to. confiBcale your debUt tn^ 
modify theiD) because they have loat theit perfect external 
quality — they are imperfect^we claim that right, as a novex" 
eign peopl*, over that species of your property. 

**' Sir, it was not done in a corner. It was understooil by 
our 'enemies. They had a right to retaliate on any species, of 
our property they could find» The right of retaliation^ or jast 
retortion, for equivalent damage on any part<of an enemy ?s 

Jroperty, is t>ei'ikittted to every nation. What right has the 
Iritish nation (for if the nation have not the rights none of its peo- 
ple have) to demand a breach of Yaith in the Ainerican govern* 
ment to its citizens t I have already mentioned the engage 
inentdf the government with its citizens respecting the ]>4iper 
inoney^ — tfyorl take it^ it shall be money. Shall it be judged 
tiow not to be money? Shdl this compaet he broken for the 
sake of the British nation 1 No) slr^ the language of national 
law is othel'wiset 

*'Sir) the laws of confiscation and p!aper»mopey ipade to* 
gether one system, connected and sanctioned by the l^islature, 
on which depended once the fate pur country, and .on which 
depend now the happiness, the ease, and comfort of. thousands 
of your fellow-citizens. Will it not l^e a . breach of , the com- 

f>act with your people, to say that the money is not to keep up 
ts original standard in the quality given it by law ? What were 
'- the effects of this system? What would have been the effects, 
had your citizens been apprized that British debts must be 
paid f Would they have taken the money ? Would they have de» 
posited the money in the loan-office if they had been warned by 
law, that they must depostte it^ subject to the future regulaiioos 
of peace; that it should not release them fron^ the creditors? 

"However right it may appear now to decry. the paper- 
money, it would have been fatal then ; for America might have 
Jierished, without the aid and effect of that medium, Your 
citizens, trusting to this compact, submitted to a nuaiber of 
things almost intolerable-^impressments and violences on their 
property — it encouraged them to exert thBmselVj^f^ {n defence 
of uieir property against the enemy during the war. If, the 
^eb't \ti the declaration mentioned be recovered, the compact is 
«ubverted, as respecting the paper«>money. ■ And diis subver- 
sion is to take effect for the interest of tho)Be men, whom, by 
all laws tiuman and divine, we were obliged to consider as en- 
emies ; men who were obliged to comply with the regulations 
and requisitions of their king ; and t)Ur people will have been 
labouring, not for themselves, but for the benefit of the British 
■ subject. . i 

** When a vessel is in danger in a storm, those who abide on 
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t>o&Tcl of her, and encounter the clangers of the sea to tave her» 
are allowed some little compensation for salvage, for their 
fidelity and gallantry in endeavouring to prevent her loss; 
Mrhile those who abandon her are entitled to nothing. But, in 
opposition to this wise and politic principle, we, who have 
withstood the storms and dangers, receive no compensation ; 
but those who left the political ship, and joined those on the 
other side of the water who wished to sink her, and who caused 
her to fight eight long years for her preservation, shall come in 
at last, and get their full share of this vessel, and yet will have 
been exonerated from every charge. 

"For whom, then, were the people of America engaged in 
war? Not for themselves, I am sure — the property that they 
saved will tiot be for themselves, but for those whom they had 
I a right to call enemies. I am not willing to ascribe to the 
, meanest American the love of money, or desire of eluding the 
I payment of his debts, as the motive of engaging in the war. 
No, sir. He had nobler and better views. But he thinks him- 
self well entitled to those debts, from the laws and usages of 
nations, as a compensation for the injuries he has sustained. 
There is a sad drawback on this property saved. A national 
debt for seventeen years, considerable taxes, which were pro- 
fusely laid during the war on lands and slaves ; and, since the 
peace, we have been loaded with a heavy taxation. I know 
that I advocate this cause on a very advantageous ground, when 
I speak of the right of salvage. 

** The cargo on board the wrecked vessel belongs to the 
British, it will have been saved for them ! but the salvage is 
due to us only. If you take it on the ground of interest — you 
may hold as a ^pledge — you may retain for salvage. If you 
take it on the scale of the common law, or of national law— 
yoa may oppose damages to debts — retain the debts, to retri- 
bute and compensate for the injuries they have done you. I 
have now got over and I trust established the first point ; that 
is that debts in comnyon wars are subject to forfeiture, and 
much more so In a revolution war like the American war.^* 

These copious extracts from the report on Mr. Henry's first 
point are deemed necessary to give the reader an idea of his 
mode of argumentation, so far as it can be furnished by this 
report. It would be trespassing on the indulgence of the 
proprietor of the manuscript, (which has never been published,) 
and trespassing too, perhaps, on the patience of that portion 
of my readers who can find no enjoyment in legal discussion* 
to pursue any farther this extended mode of analysis. Having 
established hi^ first position, he presents his next point thus :-* 
*^ My n«xt point is, that the British debts being so forfeited (as 



2^ WlRtft Lt» Of 

** * . * 

1 eonceive) can only be revived by the treaty ; and unless thejT 
be 80 revived, they are gone for ever. I will then consider how 
thia matter stands under the treaty.*' 

"He proceeds thefi to show by aathorityt^thejrules. by. which 
treaties are to be construed ; and demonstrates* that a treaty 
can confer no benefit unless it be mutually obseirved with good 
faith ; that perfidy on either side is a forfeiture of all ifsadvan* 
tages ; that the stipulations of a treaty are in the nature of con- 
ditions precedent i that f^ breach on ^ther. side dissolves the 
covenant altogether, and places the parties on the general 
ground which they occupied before thfi treaty ; that Great Brit- 
ain had violated the treaty, in the moment of its ratification, by 
carrying off our slaves, and detaining with an armed force those 
posts of which she had stipulated the immediate surrender.; 
that the pretence of her having acted thus as a retaliatory 
measure for the non-payment ,of the debts, was an insvli to 
common understanding, because she began her infractions ba* 
fore any experiment had been made of a recovery of the. debts > 
that the notion of a reprisal, preceding any injury-rrand a re* 
taliation, in advance^ of any wrong on the. opposite side^ was 
so far from mitigating her offence, that it Was adaripg insult on 
the honour and |ood faith of this nation ! Having, by a series 
of authorities directly in point, established the rigKt of the 
American nation to regard the treaty as abolished by any per- 
fidious infraction of it, on the part of Great Britain, he shows 
next, that those infractions were established by the pleadings 
in the cause ; because the defendant, by his several pleas, bad 
specified those infractions, and the plaintiff, by demurring tc 
the pleas, had admitted the truth of their averments. 

Great Britain, then, a^ 0, nation^ having by her own perfidy 
forfeited all right to insist iipon the treaty, and that .treaty, as 
hetween the nation^, being annulled, the next queatioii was, 
whether any individual of the British pation could fclaim any 
advantage under the treaty T This he shows could . not be 
done, because in making the treaty^ it^^ sovereigns of the two 
nations acted ibr air the individuals of their respective nations; 
the individuals were bound by all the acts of those, soyereigns, 
whether in making or abolishing a treaty. *^Here,** said h^ 
** are two moral persons, Great Britain and America, making a 
contract. 

The plaintiff claims and the defendant defends under 
and through them'; and if either nation or moral person 
has no right to benefits from such contract, individuals claim' 
tng under them can have none. The plaintiff then claims «ii- 
der his nation^ but if that nadon havs committed perfidy re- 
* specting the observance of the compact, no right can be ea^ 
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ried therefrom to the plaintiff. It p^t8 him back in the sam^ ^ 
situation he, was in before the treaty." 

He shows the absurdity of considering the treaty as annul- 
led, in relation to all the individuals, in their collective char* 
acter of a nation, and yet as in full force for the benefit of each 
individual separately ; for if this plaintiffhad a right to all the 
befieficial effects of the treaty, every man in England had the 
fiame right; and he cites and reads from Yattel, a conclusive 
authority, to show, that the conventional law of nations could 
taXe its effect only from universal right, extending equally to 
all the citizens or individuals of a nation. 

' But to 'i^ay that America had a right to consider the treaty 
as void against aJl the individual^ of the British nation, colleQf-^ 
trc/y, while each jind every individual of that nation separ* 
ately, could enforce it upon her, was to offer to the understand* 
in^ a paradoxical absurdity, as insulting to common sense, at 
the conduct of preat Britain had been to the honour of the 
Amerieap hatlon. 

He contended further on this point, that if the treaty had 
been observed by Great Britain, and were of consequence still 
obligatory, it dia not and could not operate where moneys had 
been actually paid into the treasury under the laws of the. 
state; for the proviisioh of the treaty is, **that creditors on 
either side should meet with no lawful impediment to the re- 
covery of all bonafid^ debts heretofore contracted." The de» 
fendant, he said, having paid the ,money into the treasury ac* 
eording to the act of assembly, and the truth of the pay- 
ment b^ing admitted in the record, this article of the treaty 
eould not support the plain tifTs claim, 

«* 1*0 derive a benefit from the treaty, the plaintiff must de» . 
mand a bona jCJe debt ; that Is, a debt bona JiAe due. The 
wotd deht im;p\\es that the thing is due; for If it be not 
due, hoyr can it be h debit To give to these words, all debts 
heretqfdre ' contracted, a strictly literal sense, would be to au^ 
th6ri;se a renewed demand for debts which had been actually 
paid ; off to thje creditor j for these were certainly within the 
words of the treaty!, \>e\ng debts heretqfore contracted : — to- 
avoid' this absurd and dishonest consequence, you must look 
at the intention of the thing; and the intention certainly was 
to embrace those cases where there had not been a legal pay* 
ment. t ask," said he» ,** why a payment made in gold and 
ailver is a legal paynienti Because the coin of those metals 
is made current by the laws of this country. If paper be 
made current by the same authority, why should not a pay- . 
fnent in it be equally valid ? 

«* The British subject cannot demand payment, becanff I 
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confront his demand vith a receipt. Why will a receipt dig 
charge in any instance ? — because it is founded on the iaws of 
the country. A receipt given in consequence of a payment in 
coin, is a legal discharge, only because the laws of the coun- 
try make it so. I ask then, why a receipt given in conse- 
quence of a payment into the treasury, be not of equal valid- 
ity, since it has precisely the same foundation ? It is expressly 
constituted a discharge by a legislature having competent au- 
thority. This debt, therefore, having been legally paid by the 
contractor, was not due from him at the time of making the 
treaty, and therefore is not within the intention of that instru- 
ment. 

** But, say the gentlemen on the other side, the one payment 
has the consent of the creditor, and the other has not : he who 
paid coin has the creditor's consent to the discharge, but he 
who paid money into the treasury wants it. Have we not sat- 
isfied this honourable court, that the governing power had a 
right to put itself in the place of the British subjects? Hav- 
ing had an unquestionable right to confiscate, sequester, or 
modify those debts as they pleased, they had an equally indu- 
bitable right'to substitute themselves in the stead of the' plain- 
tiff, otherwise those authorities have been quoted in vain.** 

He then cites authorities to prove, that the law of the place 
governs the contract ; and concludes that the payment into the 
treasury having in this instance been made in consequence of 
a law of this commonwealth, which was strictly consonant 
with the laws of nations, and which had declared that such 
payment should operate as a complete and final discharge, 
this was not a subsisting debt, within the contemplation of the 
treaty, and remained therefore, wholly unaffected by it. 

«*The next question was, whether this court could take no- 
tice of this infraction of the treaty., on the part of Great Brit- 
ain, and found their judgment upon it. Oh this question he 
observes that the court were not called upon to step out of 
their appropriate sphere^ in order to invade the province of 
the jury by trying facts ; the facts were all agreed by the plead- 
ings ; the court were merely called upon to say what was the 
law arising on those facts. 

"The existence or non-existence of the treaty, was a legal 
inference from the facts agreed ; which the courts alone were 
competent to decide. The plaintiff himself had forced this 
question on the court, by relying in his replication on the 
treaty, as restoring his right to recover this debt. He sets up 
his right under this instrument expressly, and then questions 
the jurisdiction of the court to decide upon the instrument ! 
Tha treaty, juoad Aoc, is the covenant of the parties in this 
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plaintiiT who, by that covenant, hat taken upon himself the 
performance of a precedent condition, can claim any benefit 
under it, until he shall show that this precedent condition has 
been performed. 

**0n this qae^tfon/' said het ^' the fentleman's ar^meat is, 
thai the court h^re no power to decide on the construction of 
the covenant, which he himself hi^ brought before them ; that 
they have nothing to do with the dependance or independence 
of the stipulations or the reciprocal rights of the parties, to 
claim under the covenant, without showing a previous perform* 
attce on their respective parts ! 

<* Ife, on the contrary, insisted that, under the constitution 
af the United States, the question belonged, peculiarly ^nd 
exclusively^ to the judicial department; that by the conetitU' 
tion it was expressly provided, that the judicial power should 
extend to all eases arising under treaties ; that the law of 
tretities embraced the whole extent of natural and n^tioiial law * 
that the constitution therefore, by referring all cases arising un- 
der treaties to the judiciary, had of necessity invested them 
with the power of appealing to that code of laws, by which 
alone the construction, the operation, the efiicacy, the legal ex- 
istence or non-eidstence of treaties, must be tested: and by 
this code l(hey were told in the most emphatic terms, that he 
who violates one article of a treaty, releases the other party 
from the performance of any part of it : that the reference of 
%11 cases arising under treaties, to the judicial department, ear^ 
ried with it every power near or remote, direct or collateral 
which was essential to a fair and just decision of those cases 
that in every such case, Uie very first question was, Is there « 
treaty or not? — not whether there has been a treaty — b«t 
whether there is an existing obligatory, operative treaty, 

^ To decide this question, the court must bring the fticts te 
^e standard of the laws of nations ; and by this standard it 
had been shown, that in the case at bar, there existed no treaty 
frojn which a British subject could claim any benefit. That if 
the judicial department had not the power of deciding this 
question, there was no department in the American govern- 
ment which did possess it: the state jrovenments have nothing 
to do ¥nth it^-^ongress cannot touch the subject — they may 
indeed declare war for a violation ; but a nation was not to be 
forced to this extremity on every occasion ; there were other 
modes of redress, short of a declaration of war, to which na* 
taone had a right to resort; and one of them, as he had shown* 
the power of withholding from the perfidious viobtor ef 

Ireftty, those beaeftti which he claimed vnder it. 

33 
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*< Now congress cotild not by a law declare a treaty TOtd-^ 
is not among those grants of {M>w6r which the constitation 
makes to them ; they cannot, thereforet meddle with the sub- 
ject in any other way than by a declaration of war ; neither 
can the president and senate touch it. They can make treaties ; 
but the constitution gives them no power to expound a treaty ; 
much less to declare it void; they can only unite, with the 
house of representatives, in punishing an infraction by a dec- 
laration of ^ war. To the judiciary alone then, belongs this 
pacific power of withholding ]egal benefits, claimed under a 
treaty, because of the mala fides of the party claiming them. 

*' Now what will be the situation of this country, compared 
with that of Great Britain, if you deny this power to the judi- 
ciary ? If you have not observed the treaty with good UAihj 
and go to England, claiming any benefit under the treaty, there 
is a power there, called royal prerogatire, which will tell you — 
no— go home and act honestly, and you shall have your rights 
under the treaty. 

** Your breach of faith will not drive them io a declaratioQ 
of war-^-ihere is a power there which obtains redress by with- 
holding your rights, until yon act with good faith : but where 
is the reciprocal and corresponding power^ in our government, 
if it be not in the judiciary ? It is nowhere ; we have no 
redress short of a declaration of war. Is this one of the pre- 
cious fruits of the adoption of the federal constitution, to bind 
us hand and foot with the fetters of technicality, and leave us 
no way of bursting them asunder, but by a declaration of war, 
and the effusion of human blood! li was never intended. 
The wisdom and virtue which framed the constitation could 
never have intended to place the country in this humiliating 
and awful predicament." 

"Give to this power of deciding on treaties, which is dele- 
gated to the federal judiciary, a liberal construction — giv^ them 
all the incidental powers necessary to carry it into eflTect— 
open to them the whole region of natural and national ]aw» 
which furnishes the only rule of expounding those Bationa) 
compacts, called treaties, and your government is unmutilated» 
its measure of power is full up to the exigences of the nation* 
and you treat on equal terms : but upon the opposite construe^ 
tion, much better would it be that America should have no 
treaties at all, than that having them, she should want those 
nteans of enforcement and redress which all other nations 



»» 



possess. 

Having thus established that debts are subject to confisca* 
tion in coijfyfnon wars, and much more so in the war of the reT- 
olution— 4}iat Virginia was an independent nation, and as sacli» 
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competent to the exercise of this right of eminent domain — of 
taking to herself the debts of her enemies — that she had in 
Cuct exercised this right, and that this debt had, under one of 
her laws of that character, been legally discharged — ^that the 
treaty had no effect in reviving the claim, because the treaty 
had been annulled by the infractions of it on the part of Great 
Britain—- and because if it had not, this was not ^a subsisting 
debt, within the purview of the treaty — and finally, that the 
Court's jurisdiction extended to every question touching the 
consequence or annulment of treaties. 

He said he had now finished his own view of the subject, 
and should have taken his seat, but for the necessity of giving 
a pa/rticular answer to the various objections to these princi* 
pies, which had been so ably urged by the counsel for the 
plaintiff. 

In this part of his subject he shows the most masterly acute- 
oess, address, and vigour. A gentleman who was present, (the 
late Mr. Hardin Burnley,) has described some of the circum- 
iptances of his manner, with a very interesting minuteness :^- 
** Mr. Henry," he said, ** had taken ample notes of the argu- 
ments of his adversaries : the people wo^ld give him his own 
time to examine his notes, and select the argument or remark 
that he meant to make the subject of his comments, observing 
in these pauses the most profo^iid silence. If the answer 
he was about to give was a short one, he would give it without 
removing his spectacles from his nose-— but if he was ever 
«een to give his spectacle a cant to the top of his wig, it was a 
declaraiion of war^ and his adversaries must stand clear." 

I propose to give a few specimens only of his mode of an- . 
«wering the arguments of the opposing counsel. It had been 
urged by them that the laws of nations had declared only the 
sftale of an alien enemy liable to confiscation — but that debts 
were mere rtghts^^hoseB in actioih^tknd therefore not of a 
confiscable character. His answer to this is a happy mixture 
of ridicule and argument. It is short, and I shall give it in his 
own words: — !. i 

** But a cAo^e in- action < is not liable to forfeiture. Why? 
Because it is too itcuriible to be done. There is such a thing as 
straining at a gnat and ttwallowing a cameL Things much 
fiiore tenihWhivDe bee»>done — things, from which our nature, 
where it has aHy pretensions to be pure and correct, must re« 
coil with horror. ; Show me those laws which forfeit your life, 
attaint your blood, and beggar your wife and children* Those 
fHinguiBary and inhuman laws, to which every thing valuable 
must yieldt are to be found .in the code of that people, under 
arbom ihe plaintiff now claims. 
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** Is it 80 terrible to confiscate dehtSj when they forfeit life^ 
and corrupt the very source of your blood ? Though every 
other thing dear to humanity is forfeitable^ yet dehta^ it seema, 
must be spared ! Debts are too sacred to be touched ? It is a 
mercantile idea that worships Mammon instead of God. A 
cho$e in action ^11 pass — it is without your reach. What 
authority can they adduce in support of such conclusive pre- 
eminence for debts? No political or human institution has 
placed them above other things. If debt be the most sacred of 
all earthly obligations, I am uninformed from whence it has de- 
rived that eminence. The principle is to be found in the day- 
books, journals and legers of merchants ; not in the writings 
pr reasonings of the wise and well-informed — Ihe enlightened 
instructers of mankind. 

*' Can any gentlemen show me any instance, where the life 
or property of a gentleman or plebeian in England is forfeited, 
and yet his debts spared ? The state can claim debts due to 
one guilty of high treason. Are they not subject to confisca- 
tion ? I concur in that sound principle, that good faith Is es- 
sential to the happiness of mankind ; that its want stops all 
human intercourse, and renders us miserable. This principle 
is permanent, ar-l universal. Look to what point of the com- 
pass you will, you will find it pervading all nations. Who 
does not set down its sacred influence as the only thing that 
comforts human life ? Does the plainHf claim Arough g'ooi 
faith f How does he derive his claim? Through pei^dy: 
through a polluted channel. Everything of that kind would 
have come better from our side of the question, than from theirs." 

Mr. Ronald had insisted strenuously, that there could be no 
forfeiture or escheat without the inquest of a jury ; and that no 
act of the legislature had, in fact, directly forfeited these debts. 
In answer to this, Mr. Henry says, ** but the gentleman has 
observed, that neither the declaration of the legislature, by the 
act of 1779, that the British subjects had become aliens, and 
their property vested in the commonwealth, nor any other act 
passed on the subject, could divest the debts out of the British 
creditors. It cannot be done withoiM^the^ solemnity of an in- 
quiry by jury. The debt of A or B,^^o4biit)»t be given to G, 
without this solemnity. '■- '^ *^ • 

"Is the little legality of forms, which- ate n^Cirssary when 
3n9u Sji^eak of estates and titles, requisite dU'smeh mighty occa- 
sions as these? When the fate of a nation is 'Concerned, you 
are to speak the language of nature. When yonr very exist- 
ence is at stake, are you to speak the techniciil language of 
books, and to be confined to the limited rules of technical eril- 
Icism ? to those tricks and quirks— those little twists and iwli )i 
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of low chicanery and sophistry, which arc so beneficial t6 
professional men T Alexander said, in the style of that mighty 
man, to the Thessallans, ♦Foa are free from the Thebans^* and 
the debts they owed them were thereby remitted. 

** Every other sovereign has the same right to use the same 
natural, manly, and laconic language ; not when he is victori- 
ous only, but in every situation, if he be in a state of hostility 
with other nations. The acts use not the language of techni- 
eality, they speak not o{ releases, discharges tind acquittances ; 
but Uiey speak the legislative will, in simple speech, to the 
human understanding — a. style better suited to the purpose, 
than the turgid and pompous phraseology of many great 
writers," 

Mr. Ronald, Who was a native of Scotland, and at the com* 
roencement of the revolutionary war at least, had been sus- 
pected of being not very warm in the American cause, had 
urged the objection to the national competency of Virginia, at 
(he time of the passage of those laws of confiscation and for* 
Ceiture, on which the defendant relied ; and in the course of his 
observations, had unfortunately used the remark, that Virginia 
was, at that time, nothing more than a r&oolted colony* 

When Mr. Henry came to notice this remark, he gave his 
spectacles the war cant : — *' But another observation," said he, 
** was made ; that by the law of nations we had not a right to 
legislate on the subject of British debts — we were not an inde* 
pendent nation'— ^nd I thought," said he, raising himself aloft, 
vhile his frame dilated itself beyond the ordinary size, " that I 
heard the word— ret?o/t /" 

At this word, he turned upon Mr. Ronald his piercing eye, 
and knit his brows at him, with an expression of indignation 
and contempt, which seemed almost to annihilate him. It was 
like a stroke of lightning. Mr. Ronald shrunk from the with* 
ering look: and, pale and breathless, cast down his eyes, 
** seeming," says my informant, '* to be in quest of an auger- 
hole, by which he might drop through the floor, and escape for 
ever from mortal sight." 

Mr. Henry perceived his sufilering, and his usual good-nature 
immediately returned to him. He raised his eyes gently tow- 
ard the court, and shaking his head slowly, with an expres- 
sion of regret, added, "I wish I had not heard it : for though 
innocently meant, (and I am sure that it was so, from the char- 
acter of the gentleman who mentioned it,) yet the dound dis- 
pleases me— it is unpleasant." Mr. Ronald breathed again, 
and looked up, and his generous adversary dismissed the topic, 
to resume it no more. 

It may give the reader some Idea of the amplitude of this 

22* 
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Argument* when h% is told thai Mr. Henry W8« engaged dirM 
day« succ^Blively in iCs ddirery ; and tome faint conception of 
the enchantment which he threw over it; when he learns thaf 
although it turned entirely on questions of law, yet the audi* 
enee, mixed as it was^. seemed so far from being weaned, that 
they followed him throughout with increased enjoyment. The 
room continued full to the last ; and such was the '* listening 
silence*' with which he was heard, that not a syllable that he 
uttered is believed to have been lost. 

When he finally sat down, the concourse rose with a general 
murmur of admiration ; the scene resembled the breaking up 
and dispersion of a great theatrical assembly, which had been 
enjoying for the first time, the exhibition of some new and 
splendid drama : the speaker of the house of delegates was at 
length able to command a quorum for business ; and every 
tauarter of the city, atid, at length, every part of the state, was 
filled with the echoes of Mr. Henry's eloquent speech* 

His practice during these last years, of which we are now 
speaking, was confined pretty generally to cases of conse- 
€|Benc^. He did not like the profession, and was not willing 
to embark in any case for the ordinary fees. I have an inter- 
^ifting sketch of him, in his professional character, during 
thtose years, from the same elegant pen, which in a former 

f»age, exhibits the parallel between^ him and Mr. Lee in 1784: 
t is as follows : — 

** At the bar, Mr. Henry Was eminently successful. When 
I saw him there, he must, from the course of his life, which 
\ had been chiefly political, have become somewhat rusty in the 
learning of his profession : yet I considered him as a good 
lawyer : he seemed to be well acquainted with the rules and 
canons of property. He would hot, indeed, undergo the 
drudgery necessary for complicated business ; yet I am told, 
that in the British debt cause, he astonished the public not less 
by the matter than the tnanner of his speech. 

**It was however as a criminal lawyer that his eloquence had 
the fairest scope, and in that character I hare seen him. He 
was perfect master of the fassions of his Boditory, whether in 
the tifagic or eomic line. The tones of his voice, to say Doth- 
log of his matter and ifesitire, Svere insmtated hrto the feel- 
. lags of his hearers, in a "miinaer that baflles all description* 
It seemed to operate by mere sympathy; and by his tones 
alone, it seemed to me, that he could make you cry or laugh at 
pleasure. I will endeavour 'to give you vome account of this 
tngic and comic effect in tiiro instances, which I witnefewed. 

<* About they ear 1792, one Holland kiHed* ytoUng than in 
Botetourt* The yotng man was popular, and Itif^d, I ll^k. 
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with Mr. Kingt a wenlthy merchant in Fincastle, who employed 
Mr. John Brftckenridge to asaist in the prosecution of Holland. 
This Holland had gone up from the county of Louisa as a 
schoolmaster, hut had turned out badly, and was unpopular. 
The killing was in the night, and was generally believed to be 
murder. He was the son of one Doctor Holland, who was 
yet living in Louisa, and had been one of Mr. Henry's juvenile 
friends and acquaintances. 

'•It was chiefly at the instance of the father, and for a very 
moderate fee, that Mr. H^nry undertook to go out to the district 
court of Greenbrier, to defend the prisoner. Such were the 
prejudices there, that the people had openly and repeatedly 
declared that even Patrick Henry need not come to defend 
Holland, unless he brought a jury with him. On the day of 
trial, the courthouse was crowded. I did not move from my 
aeat for fourteen hours ; and had no wish to do so* The ex« 
amination of the witnesses took up great part of the time, and 
the lawyers were prpbably exhausted. Brackenridge was elo- 
quent ; but Henry left no dry eye in the courthouse, 

** The case I believe was murder ; though, possibly^ man' 
slaughter only. Mr. Henry laid hold of this possibility with 
such effect as to make all forget that Holland had killed the 
storekeeper at all ; and presented the deplorable case of the 
jury killing Holland, ^;i innocent man. By that force of de- 
scription which he possessed in so wonderful a degree, he ex- 
hibited, as it were, at the clerk's table, old Holland and his 
vife, who were then in Louisa ; but the drawing was so pow- 
erful, and so true to nature, that we seemed to see them. before 
Tts, and to hear them asking of the jury, 'Where is our son? 
What have you done with him V 

*' All this was done in a manner so solemn and touching, and 
a tone so irresistible, that it was impossible for the stoutest 
heart not to take sides with the criminal: as for the jury, they 
lost sight of the murder they were trying, and wept most pro- 
fusely, with old Holland and his wife, whom Mr. Henry painted, 
and perhaps proved to be very respectable. During the ex- 
amination of the evidence, the bloody clothes had been brought 
in. Mr. Henry objected to their exhibition, and applied most 
forcibly and pathetically Antony's remark on Cesar's wounds, 
on those dumb mouths which would raise the stones of Rome 
to mutiny. 

"He urged that this sight would totally deprive the jury of 
their judgment, which would be merged in ikxeir feelings. The 
court were divided, and the motion fell. The result of the 
trial was, that after the retirement of a half or quarter of an 
hooTt the jury brought in a verdict of not guilty ; but on being 
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reminded by the court that they might find a decree of bomi 
cide, inferior to murder, they altered their verdict to guilty of 
manslaughter*^^ 

" Mr. Henry was not less successful in the comic line, when 
it became necessary to resort to it. .You hare no doubt heard 
how he defeated John Hoolc, by raising the cry of 5e«/ against 
him. I will give you a similar instance. In the year 1792| 
there were many suits on the south side of James river, for 
inflicting Lynch's law ; thirty-nine lashes, inflicted without trial 
or law, on a mere suspicion of guilt, which could not be regu* 
larly proved. This lawless practice, which, sometimes by the 
order of a magistrate, sometimes without, prevailed extensively 
in the upper counties on James river, took its name from the 
gentleman who set the first example of it. 

•< A verdict of five hundred pounds had been dven in.PriQce 
ESdward district court, in a case of this kind. This alarmed the 
defendant in the next case, who employed Mr. Henry to defend 
him. The case was, that a wagoner and the plamtiff were 
travelling to Richmond together, when the wagoner knocked 
down a turkey, and put it into his wagon. Complaint was 
made to the defendant, a justice of the peace; both the parties 
were taken up, and the wagoner agreed to take a whipping 
rather than be sent to jail : but the plaintifif refused : the jus- 
tice, however, gave him also a small flagellation; and for this 
the suit was brought. 

** The plaintifl; by way of taking ofl^ the force of the defence, 
insisted that he was wholly innocent of the act committed. 
Mr. Henry on the contrary contended, that he was a party 
present, aiding and assisting. In the course of his remarks, 
he expressed himself thus : — *• But, gentlemen of the jury, the 
plaintiff tells you he had nothing to do with the turkey — I dare 
say, gentlemen, not until it was roasted^* 6lc. He pronounced 
this word roasted with such rotundity of voice, such a ludi« 
crous whirl of the tongue, and in a manner so indescribably 
comical, that it threw every one into a fit of laughter at the 
plaintiff, who stood up in the place usually allotted to crimi 
nals ; and the defendant was let ofif with little or no damages.** 

The case of John Hook, to which my correspondent alludes, 
is worthy of insertion. Hook was a Scotchman, a man of 
wealth, and suspected of being unfriendly to the American 
cause. During the distresses of the American army, conse- 
quent on the joint invasion of Comwallis and Phillips in sev- 
enteen hundred and eighty-one, a Mr. Venable, an army com- 
missary had taken two of Hook's steers for the use of the 
troops. 

Tfa'e act had not been strictly legal ; and on the estabUah 
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mmi of peace, Hook, under the advice of Mr. Cowan, a gen- 
lleinaD of some distinction in the law, thought proper to bring' 
an action of trespass against Mr. Venable, in the district court 
of New London. Mr. Henry appeared for the defendant, and 
is said to have disported himself in this cause to the infinite 
enjoyment of his hearers, the unfortunate Hook always ex- 
cepted. After Mr. Henry became animated in the cause, says 
a correspondent, (Judge Stuart,) he appeared to have complete 
control over the passions of his audience : at one time he ex- 
cited their indignation against Hook : vengeance was visible 
in every countenance : again when he chose to relax and ridi- 
cule him, the whole audience was in a roar of laughter. 

He painted the distress of the American army, exposed 
almost naked to the rigour of a winter's sky, and marking the 
frozen ground over which they marched, with the blood of 
their unshod feelr— '* where was the man,'' he said, '* who had 
an American heart in his bosom, who would not have thrown 
open his fields, his barns, his cellars, the doors of his house, 
the portals of his breast, to have received with open arms, the 
meanest soldier in that little band of famished patriots ? Where 
is the man ? — There he stands — but whether the heart of an 
American beats in his bosom, you, gentlemen, are to judge." 

He then carried the jury, by the powers of his imaffination^ 
to the plains around York, the surrender of which had follow- 
ed shortly after the act complained of: he depicted the surren- 
der in the most glowing and noble colours of his eloquence — 
the audience saw before their eyes the humiliation and dejec- 
tion of the British, as they marched out of their trenches — 
they saw the triumph which lighted up every patriot face, and 
heard the shouts of victory, and the cry of Washington and 
liberty as it rung and echoed through the American rank, and 
was reverberated from the hills and shores of the neighbouring 
river — ** but hark ! what notes of discord are these which dis- 
turb the general joy, and silence the acclamations of victory — 
they are the notes of John Ifook, hoarsely brawling through 
the American camp, heef! beef! heefV* 

The whole audience were convulsed : a particular incident 
will give a better idea of the efiect, than any general descrip- 
tion. The clerk of the court, unable to command himself, and 
unwilling to commit any breach of decorum in his place, rush- 
ed out of the courthouse, and threw himself on the grass, in 
the most violent paroxysm of laughter, where he was rolling, 
when Hook, with very difierent feelings, came out for relief 
into the yard also. " Jemmy Steptoe,*' said he to the clerk, 
•• what the devil ails ye, mon ?" Mr. Steptoe was only able to 
Bay, that he could not help it, " Never mind ye," said Hook* 
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** wait till Billy Cowan gets up he'll $kov> him the la*/' Mr. 
Cowan, however, was so completely overwhelmned by the 
torrent which bore upon his client, that when he rose to reply 
to Mr. Henry, he was scarcely able to make an intelligible or 
audible remark. 

The cause was decided almost by ijcclamation. . The jury 
retired for form sake, and instantly returned with a verdict for 
the defendant. Nor did the effect of Mr. Henry's speech stop 
here. The people were so highly excited by the tory audacity 
of such a suit, that Hook began to hear around him a cry more 
terrible than that of beef; it was the cry of tor andfeaikers: 
from the application of which it is said, that nothing saved 
htm but a precipitate flight and the speed of his horse. 

I have not attempted, in the course of these sketches, to fol- 
low Mr. Henry through his professional career. I have no ma* 
terials to justify such an attempt It has been, indeed, stated 
tame in general, that he appeared in such and such a case, and 
that he shone with great lustre ; but neither his speeches in 
those cases, nor any point of his argument, nor even any bril- 
liant passage has been communicated, so that the sketch that 
could be given of them must be either confined to a meager 
catalogue of the causes, or the canvass must be filled up by 
my own fancy, which would at once be an act of injustice to 
Mr. Henry, and a departure from that historical veracity, 
which it has been' my anxious study in every instance to ob- 
serve. 

I have been told, for example, that in the year seventeen 
hundred and seventy-four, Mr. Henry appeared at the bar of 
the general court, in defence of a married man by the name of 
Henry Bullard, indicted for the murder of a beautiful girl, who 
lived in his house, to whom he had unfortunately become at- 
tached, and whom in a moment of frantic despair, he sacrificed 
to his hopeless passion. The defence is said to have beea 
placed on the ground of insanity ; and it is easy to conceive, la 
general the figure which Mr. Henry must have made in such a 
course. Those pathetic powers of eloquence, in which he 
was so pre-eminently great, had ample scope for their exercise 
In this case ; and we can credit, without difficulty, the assertion* 
that he deluged the house with tears, and eflected the acquittal 
of his client. But this is all that we know of the case.* 

* If this is the case of Henry Bulltrd. who was indicted at the Aprfl tern 
of seventeen hundred and seventy-fou^, for the murder of Mary Pinner, thti 
honour claimed hy my correspondent for Mr. Hemy, is not due ; for the records 
of the general court show, that the indictment, although originally drawn hi 
the charse of murder, was reduced to manslaughter by the. grand, jmy ; of 
which offence the prisoner was convicted. There is, probibly, tome nsiaUks 
in the name. 
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So also I learn that, on the same occasion after the war, he 
appeared at the bar of the house of delegates, in support of a 
petition of the officers of the Virginia line, who sought to be 
placed on the footing of those who had been taken on conti- 
nental establishment : and that, after having depicted their ser- 
Tices and their sufTerings in colours which filled erery heart 
with sympath}^ and gratitude, he dropped on his knees at the 
bar of the house, and presented such an appeal as might almost 
have softened rocks, and bent the knotted oak. Yet no ves- 
tige of this splendid speech remains ; nor have I been able, 
after the most diligent inquiries, to ascertain the year in which 
it occurred ; similar petitions having been presented for several 
successive sessions. 

It wi^s in the year seventeen hundred and ninety-four^ that 
he bade a final adieu to his profession, and retired to the bosom 
of his own family. He retired, loaded with honours, public 
and professional: and carried with him the admiration, the 
gratitude, the confidence^ and the love of his country. No 
man bad ever passed through so long a life of public service, 
with a reputation more perfectly unspotted. 

Nor had Mr. Henry, on any occasion, sought security from 
censure, by that kind of prudent silence and temporizing neu- 
trality, which politicians so frequently observe. On the con- 
trary, his course had been uniformly active, bold, intrepid, and 
independent. On every great subject of public interest, the 
part which he had taken was open, decided, manly ; his coun- 
try saw his motives, heard his reasons, approved his conduct, 
rested upon his virtue and his vigour ; and contemplated with 
amazement, the evolution and unremitted display of his trans- 
cendent talents. 

For more than thirty years he had now stood before that 
country — open to the scrutiny and the censure of the invidious—- 
yet he retired, not only without spot or blemish, but with all 
his laurels blooming full and fresh upon him — followed by the 
blessings of his almost adoring countrymen, and cheered by 
that most exquisite of all earthly possessions — the conscious- 
ness of having, in deed and in truth, played well his part. He 
had now, too, become disembarrassed of debt; his fortune was 
affluent ; and he enjoyed in his retirement,, that ease and dig- 
nityt which no man ever more richly deserved. 
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CHAPTER X. 

V 

Mr. Henir's Retirametit— State o( Politics— Letter to his DiughteF— He it 
again elected Govemoi^— Deelinee the Office— His Poflitioniti regard to the 
two great Political Parties — Presents hiukself as a Candidate for the House 
of Delegates — Speech before opening the PoUa-^Eininent Men array.ed 
against Him — His Death. 

Whatever difierence of opinion mty exist as to other parts 
of his character^ in this the concurrence is nniversal : that 
there never was a man better constituted than Mr. Henry to 
enjoy and adof n the retirement on which'he had now entered. 
Nothing can be more amiable, notning more interesting and 
attaching, than those pictures which have been furnished from 
every quarter, without one dissentient stroke of the pencil, of 
this great and virtttous man in the bosom of private life. 

Mr* Jefferson says, that '* he was the best-humoured com- 
panion in the world,'^ His disposition was indeed all sweet- 
ness — his affections were warm, kind, and social — his patience 
invincible — his temper ever unclouded. Cheerful, and serene — 
his manners plain, open, familiar, and simple — his conversation 
easy, ingenuous, and unaffected, full of entertainment, full of 
instruction, and irradiated With all those light and softer graces 
which his genius threw without effort, over the roost common 
subjects. It is said that there stood in thocourt, before his door, 
a large walnut-tree, under whose shade it was his delight to 
pass his summer evenings, surrounded by his affectionate and 
happy family, and by a circle of neighbours who loved him al- 
most to idolatry. Here he woiiild disport himself with all the 
careless gayety of infancy. 

Here, too, he would sometimes warm the bosoms of. the old, 
and strike fire from the eyes of his younger hearers, by re- 
counting the tales of other times ; by sketching with the bold- 
ness of a roaster's hand, those great historic incidents in which 
he had borne a part; and by drawing to the life, and placing 
before his audience, in colours as fresh and strong as those of 
nature^ the many illustrious men in every quarter of the continent, 
with whom he had acted a part dn the public stage. Here, too, 
he would oecasiohally discourse with all the wisdom and all the 
eloquence of a Grecian sage, of the various duties and offices 
of life ; and pour forth those lessons of practical utility, with 
which long experience and observation had stored his mind. 

Many were the visiters from a distance, old and young, who 
came on a kind of pious pilgrimage, to the retreat of the vete- 
ran patriot, and found him thus delightfully and usefully em- 
ployed — ^the old to gaze upon him with long-remembered afiee- 
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tion, and ancient gratitude — the young, the ardent, and the 
emulous, to behold and admire, with swimming eyes, the cham* 
pi on of other days, and to look with a sigh of generous regret, 
upon that height of glory which they could never hope to reach. 
Blessed be the shade of that venerable tree — ever hallowed the 
spot which his genius has consecrated ! 

Mr. Henry received these visits with all his characteristic 
plainness and modesty ; and never failed to reward the fatigue 
of the journey by the warmest welcome, and by the unceremo- 
nious and fascinating familiarity, with which he would at once 
enter into conversation with his new guests, and cause them to 
forget that they were strangers, or abroad. Nor must the reader 
suppose that in these conversations he assumed any airs of su- 
periority ; much less that his conversation was, as in some of 
our conspicuous men, a continued, imperious, and didactic lec- 
ture. On the contrary, he carried into private life, all those 
principles of equality which had governed him in public. 

That ascendancy, indeed, which proceeded from the superior 
energy of his mind, and the weight of his character, would 
manifest itself unavoidably, in the deference of his companions ; 
but there was nothing in his manner which would have ever 
reminded them of it. On the contrary, it seemed to be his 
study to cause them to forget it, and to decoy them into a free 
and equal interchange of thought. If he took the lead in con- 
versation, it was not because he sought it ; but because it was 
forced upon him by that silent delight with which he perceived 
that his company preferred to listen to him. 

But it was In the bosom of his own family, where the eye of 
every visiter and even every neighbour was shut out — where 
neither the love of fame, nor the fear of censure, could be sus- 
pected of throwing a false light upon his character — ^it was in 
that very scene, in which it has been said that *'no man is a 
hero," that Mr. Henry's heroism shone with the most engaging 
beauty. It was to his wife, to his children, to his servants, 
that his true character was best known : to this grateful, de- 
voted, happy circle, were best known the patient and tender 
forbearance, the kind indulgence, the forgiving mildness, and 
sweetness of his spirit, those pure and warm affections, which 
were always looking out for the means of improving their feli- 
city, and that watchful prudence and circumspection, which 
guarded them from harm. 

What can be more amiable than the playful tenderness with 
which he joined in the sports of his little children, and the 
boundless indulgence with which he received and returned their 
caresses ? ** His visiters," says one of my correspondents* 
**have not unfrequei^ly caught him lying on tfto fhotf, with • 
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group of these little ones, climbing over him in every direction, 
or dancing around him, with obstreperous mirth, to the tune 
of his violin, while the only contest seemed to be who should 
make the most noise." If there be any bachelor so cold of 
heart as to be offended at this anecdote, I can only remind him 
of the remark of the great Agesilaus to the friend who found 
him riding on a slick among his children: ** Don't mention if, 
till you are yourself a father T^ 

Such were the scenes of domestic and social bliss, such the 
delicious tranquillity, in which Mr. Henry passed the first years 
of his retirement. Yet this retreat, which so well deserved to 
have been considered as sacred, was doomed in a few years to 
be disturbed by the bickerings of political party. Since Mr. 
Henry's retirement from public life, new parties had arisen in 
the United States, whose animosities had been carried to an 
alarming height. 

The federalists, who supported the measures of the new 
government throughout, were accused by their adversaries of 
a disposition to strain the constructive powers of the constitu- 
tion to their highest possible pitch ; of a secret wish to convert 
the government, into a substantial monarchy at least ; to which 
purpose, the assumption of state debts, the establishment of 
the funding system, and of the national bank, the alarming in- 
crease of the public debt, the imposition of a heavy load of 
internal taxes, the establishment of an army and a navy, with 
all their consequences of favouritism and extensive enscutive 
patronage, were alleged to have been introduced. 

They were branded with the name of aristocrats^ a name of 
reproach borrowed from the parties in France; and were char- 
ged with being inimical to the cause of human liberty, as was 
said to be proved by their hostility to the progress of ihe 
French revolution, as well as by the alarming character of those 
measures which they were pushing forward in America. They 
were suspected and accused of a preference for a government 
of ranks and orders, and a secret love of titles of nobility ; of 
which it was said, one of their principal leaders had furnished 
a decisive proof, so far as he was concerned, by having pro- 
posed the introduction of titles in the continental convention 
-which had framed the constitution. 

The party which urged these charges, took the name of re- 
publicans and democrats ; declared themselves the friends of 
liberty and the people, and the firm advocates of a government 
of the people by the people. They were devoted, with enthu- 
isiasm, to the cause of liberty in France : considered man^ as 
the only title of nobility which ought to be admitted, and his 
freedom and happiness as the sole olojects of government; this 



PATRICK HENRY. 267 

they contended, was the principle on which the American revo- 
lution had turned ; that the great objects of the revolution 
could be no otherwise attained, than by a simple, pure, eco- 
nomical, and chaste administration of the federal government ; 
and by restricting the several departments under the new con- 
stitution, to the express letter of the powers assigned to them 
by that instrument. 

The federalists on the other hand, denied and repelled, with 
great acrimony and vehemence, the charges which had been 
urged against them by their adversaries. They contended that 
the measures complained of were warranted by the constitution, 
and were necessary to give to the federal government the effect 
which was intended by its adoption. They insisted that theif 
were simply the friends of order and good government ; and 
in their turn, branded their adversaries with the name of Jaco- 
bins, who having caught the mania from France, were for 
overturning all government and throwing everything into an- 
archy and uproar, in the hope of rising themselves to the top 
of the chaos. 

They alleged that the opposition was formed of the dreg^ of 
the American people, headed and goaded on by a few design- 
ing men, and fermented into faction by the revolutionary ele- 
ments thrown among them, from abroad, in the shape of 
French and Irish emigrants and convicts. They insisted that 
it was indispensably necessary to the peace and order of the 
America nation, that those foreign incendiaries should be 
driven out from the land, and that the licentious fury of our 
own populace should also be bridled. Under this impression, 
were passed those alien and sedition laws, which are supposed 
to have put an end to the federal power in America. 

It is not my function to decide between these parties ; nor 
do I feel myself qualified for such an office. I have lived too 
near the times, and am conscious of having been too strongly 
excited by the feelings of the day, to place myself in the chair 
of the arbiter. It would indeed, be no difficult task to present, 
under the engaging air of historic candour, the arguments on 
one side, in an attitude so bold and commanding ; and to exhibit 
those on the other, under a form so faint and shadowy, as to 
beguile the reader into the adoption of my own opinions. 

But this would be unjust to the opposite party, and a disin- 
genuQUs abuse of the confidence of the reader. Let us then re- 
mit the question to the historian of future ages ; who, if the 
particular memory of the past times shall not be lost in those 
great events which seem preparing for the nation, will proba- 
bly decide, that, as in most family quarrels, both parties have 
been somewhat in the wrong. 
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For my purpose, it is sufficient to state the rise and existence 
of those parties, and the fact that their collision had convulsed 
the whole society. Mr. Henry, although removed from the 
immediate scene of contention, was still an object of too much 
consequence to be viewed with indifference. He had a weight 
of character which gave to his opinions a preponderating influ- 
ence on .every subject, and both parties were equally anxious 
» to gain him to their cause. His expressions were watched 
with the most anxious attention, and it was not long before an 
alarm of his defection from the popular cause was given. The 
first occasion of it I discover, was the treaty of seventeen hun- 
dred and ninety-four, with Great Britain, commonly known 
by the name of Jay's treaty. 

It will be remembered by the reader, that Mr. Henry had 
objected to the constitution on the ground that it gave to the 
president and senate the whole treaty-making power. This 
construction of the instrument was not denied in the state con- 
vention ; but on the contrary, was at least impliedly admitted ; 
and the provision was vindicated on the ground that the power 
of treating could be nowhere more safely and properly 
lodged. 

*' When, therefore, the republican leaders in the house of 
representatives claimed a right to participate in the ratification 
of Jay's treaty, Mr. Henry considered them as inconsistent 
with themselves, and as departing from their own construction 
of the constitution. This charge and the defence, ha«» both 
been made known to me, by the following letter from Mr. 
Henry to his daughter, Mrs. Aylett: — 

" Red Hill, Augtist 20, 1796. 

'*My Dear Betsy: Mr. William Aylett's arrival here, 
with your letter, gave me the pleasure of hearing of your wel- 
fare, and to hear of that is highly gratifying to me, as I so sel- 
dom see you," &c. [The rest of this paragraph relates to 
family affairs.] 

*'As to the reports you have heard of my changing sides in 
politics, I can only say they are not true. I am too old to 
exchange my former opinions, which have grown up into fixed 
habits of thinking. True it is, I have condemned the conduct 
of our members in congress, because, in refusing to raise 
money for the purposes of the British treaty, they, in effect, 
would have surrendered our country, bound hand and foot, to 
the power of the British nation. This must have been the 
consequence, I think ; but the reasons for thinking so are too 
tedious to trouble you with. The treaty is, in my opinion, a 
very bad one, indeed. 

But what must I think of those men, whom I myself warned 
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of the danger of giving the power of making laws by means 
of a treaty, to the president and senate, when I see these same 
men denying the existence of that power, which they insisted, 
in our convention, ought properly to be exercised by the presi- 
dent and senate, and by none other ? The policy of these men, 
both then and now, appears to me quite void of wisdom and 
foresight. These sentiments I did mention in conversation 
in Richmond, and perhaps others which I don't remember ; 
but sure I am, my first principle is, that from the British we 
have everything to dread, when opportunities of oppressing 
us shall offer. 

♦* It seems that every word was watched which I casually 
dropped, and wrested to answer party views. Who can have 
been so meanly eriiployed, I know not — nor do I care; for I 
no longer consider myself as an actor on the stage of public life. 
It is time for me to retire; and I shall never more appear in a 
public character, unless some unlooked-for circumstance shall 
demand from me a transient effort, not inconsistent with pri- 
vate life — ^in which I have determined to continue. 

I ^ee with concern our old commander-in-chief most abu* 
sively treated — nor are his long and great services remembered, 
as any apology for his mistakes in an office to which he was to- 
tally unaccustomed. If he; whose character as our leader 
during the whole war was above all praise, is so roughly han- 
dled in his old age, what may be expected by men of the com- 
mon stindard of character ? I ever wished he might keep him- 
self clear of the oQice he bears, and its attendant difficulties — but 
I am sorry to see the gross abuse which is published of him. 
Thus, my dear daughter, have I pestered you with a long let- 
ter on politics, which is a subject little interesting to you, 
except as it may involve my reputation. I have long learned 
the little value which is to be placed on popularity, acquired by 
any other way than virtue ; and I have also learned, that it is 
often obtained by other means. 

The view which the rising greatness of our country presents 
to my eyes, is greatly tarnished by the general prevalence of 
deism ; which, with me, is but another name for vice and de- 
pravity. I am, however, much consoled by reflecting, that the 
religion of Christ has, from its first appearance in the world, 
been attacked in vain, by all the wits, philosophers, and wise 
ones, aided by every power of man, and its triumph has been 
complete. 

**What is there in the wit, or wisdom of the present de^ 
istical writers or professors, that can compare them with Hume, 
Shaftsbury, Bolingbroke, and others ? and yet these have been 
confuted, and their fame decaying ; insomuch, that the puny 



910 virt's lips ot 

efibrtff of Paine are thrown in to prop their tottering fabric, 
whose foundations cannot stand the test of time. 

'* Among other strange things said of me, I hear it is said by 
the deists that I am one of the number ; and, indeed, that 
some good people think I ain no Christian. This thought 
gives me much more pain than the appellation of tory ; because 
I think religion of infinitely higher importance than polities ; 
and I find much cause to reproach myself, that I have lived so 
long, and have given no decided and public proofs of my being 
a Christian. 

" But, indeed, my dear child, this is a character which I prize 
far above all this world has or can boast. And among al) 
the handsome things I hear said of you, what gives me the 
greatest pleasure is, to be told of your piety and steady virtue.. 
Be assured there is not one tittle, as to disposition or character^ 
in which my parental affection for you would suffer a wish for 
your changing ; and it flatters my pride to have you spoken of 
as you are. 

** Perhaps Mr. Roane and Anne may have heard the reportsi 
you mention. If it will be any object with them to see what I 
write you, show them this. But my wish is to pass the rest 
of my days, as much as may be, unobserved by the critics of 
the world, who would show but little sympathy for the defi- 
ciencies to which old age is so liable. May God bless you, 
my dear Betsy, and your children. Give my love to Mr. Ay- 
lett, 

** And believe me ever your affectionate father, 

" P. Henry." 

This charge, however, had not deprived Mr. Henry of the 
confidence of his country ; for in the session of the legislature 
which followed the date of his letter, he was for the third time 
elected the governor of the state. The letter by which he de- 
clined the acceptance of that ofiice is as follows : — 

** 7b the honourable the speaker of the house of delegates, 

*• Charlotte County, November 29, 1796. 

" Sir : I have just received the honour of yours, informing 
me of my appointment to the chief magistracy of the common- 
wealth. And I have to beg the favour of you, sir, to convey 
to the general assembly, my best acknowledgments, and warm- 
est gratitude for the signal honour they have conferred on me. 
I should be happy if I could persuade myself, that my abilities 
were commensurate to the duties of that ofiice ; but my de- 
elining years warn me of my inability. 

^I beg leave, therefore, to decline the appointment, and to 
hope and trust that the general assemb^jr will be pleased to> 
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excuse me for doin^ so ; as no doubt can be entertained that 
many of my fellow-citizens possess the requisite abilities for 
this high trust. 

" With the highest regard, I am, sir, 

** Your most ob«iiiient servant, 

" P. Henry;" 

This was the last testimonial of public confidence which Mr. 
Henry received from.his native state. The rumours of his po- 
litical apostacy became strong and general. He was a prize 
worth contending for; and it is not wonderful, therefore, that 
the rival parties observed, with the most jealous distrust, every 
advance which was made toward him by the other, and inter- 
preted such advances as so many stratagems to gain him oi^er : 
nor is it wonderful, if, during the fever of that hot and violent 
struggle, many things were supposed to be seen, which did not 
!n fact exist : and that those which did exist were sometimes 
seen under false shapes and colours. 

It was reported at that day, that on Mr. Jefferson^s resig- 
Bation of the office of secretary of state, that' office was of- 
fered to Mr. Henry, in the confidence, that while the offer 
would gratify him, he would nevertheless reject it : however 
this may be, it is certain that the embassy to Spain was offered 
to him, during the first administration ; and that to France du- 
ring the second.* 

These offers were known at the time ; and when compared 
with his advanced age — the large family with which he was en- 
cumbered — his settled and well-known purpose of retirement — 
and the consequent probability that these offers would not be 
accepted — and the sentiments which he afterward expressed, 
in favour of some of the measures of the administration, 
which were extremely obnoxious in Virginia — those offers 
were considered by the republicans, as so many strokes of po- 
litical flattery, addressed to the vanity of an old man, and 
which had been but too successful in having won him to the 
federal ranks. 

That he approved of the alien and sedition laws, as good 
measures, is undeniable ; indeed, he was not a man who would 
deny any opinion that he held : and, however honest might 
have been his conviction, both of the constitutionality and ex- 
pediency of these measures, it is equally undeniable, that his 
sentiments in relation to them, combined with the above causes, 
by which those sentiments were suspected of having been in- 
fluenced, produced an extremely unpropitious effect on }iis 
popularity in Virginia. 

* On the authority of Judge Winstozu 
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The charge of apostacy, however, implies a prerioua com 

mitment to the opposite side : but the evidence that Mr. Henry 
ever stood committed to the democratic or to any other xparty, 
(except the great American party of liberty and republican 
government,) has not yet been seen by the author of these 
sketches. At the time of his retirement, it is believed that the 
post-constitutional parties were not distinctly marked. He 
had no opportunity, after they were so marked, of expressing 
his opinion publicly in favour of the one side or the other. 

It is highly probable, that his opinions did not coincide 
throughout with those of either side : and it would be rather 
rash to infer, from his disapprobation of one or more measures 
of the administration, or from his general love of liberty, that 
he must of necessity have been attached at first to the demo- 
cratic side. Nor would it be more correct to infer, from his 
having resisted the adoption of the federal constitution, that 
he was therefore opposed to the measures of those who admin- 
istered it ; for, the converse of this proposition, which must be 
equally true, w'ould have thrown many more into the federal 
ranks than would have been willing to acknowledge the con- 
nexion. Mr. Henry had moreover declared, as we have seen, 
in the last speech which he made in the state convention, in 
opposition to the constitution, that if it should be adopted, he 
would be a peaceable citizen ; that he would not go to violence, 
but that he would seek the correction of whatever he thought 
amiss, by quiet means. 

Upon the whole, it would seem more liberal, more consonant 
xto the high character of Mr. Henry's mind, with his time ot 
life, and with that distant and feeble connexion which he now 
considered himself as holding with politics, and indeed with 
the world — to believe that he looked, without passion or pre- 
judice of any kind, on the course of the administration, ap- 
proving or condemning, according to his own judgment, with- 
out reference to the pleasure or opinions of either side: or if 
we must suppose him under personal influence of any kind, 
would it have been unpardonable in him, to have been influen- 
ced by the opinions of that man who had ever stood first both 
in his judgment and affections, and whom all America acknowl- 
edged as the father of his country ? Other natural causes, too, 
may be fairly considered as having united their influence in 
producing this difference of political sentiment, between Mr. 
Henry and the majority of his state. 

In the year seventeen liundred and ninety-seven, his health 
began to decline, and continued to sink gradually to the mo 
ment of his death.* He had now passed through a stormy liiV. 

* Judge WinBton. 
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to his sixtieth year, and the vigour of his mind, exhausted 
more by past toils than by years, began to give way. Those 
energies which had enabled him to brave the power of Great 
Britain, and to push forward the glorious revolution which 
made us free, existed no longer in their original force. 

The usual inlirmilies of age and disease began to press, 
sorely and heavily, upon his sinking spirits. He was startled 
by that clash of contending parties, which rang continually 
around him, and invaded, with perpetually increasing horror, 
the stillness of his retreat. His retirement cut him off, almost 
entirely, from all communication with those who were best able 
to explain the grounds, as well as the character and measure 
of opposition to the offensive measures, which was intended ; 
and the spirit and views of that opposition were, no doubt, ag- 
gravated to him by report. 

Acting as those things did on the mind of an infirm old man; 
worn out by the toils and troubles of the past revolution, and 
naturally wishing for repose ; alarmed too, and agonized by 
the hideous scenes of that revolution which was then going on 
in France ; and tortured by the apprehension that those scenes 
were about to be acted over again in his own country — it is not 
surprising, that he was dismayed by the vehemence of that polit- 
ical strife which then agitated the United States ; nor would it 
be surprising, if his solicitude to allay the ferment and restore 
the peace of society, should, in some degree, have obscured 
the decisions of his mind ; and placed him, rather by his fears 
than his judgment, in opposition, to the forcible resistance, 
which he had been erroneously led to consider as meditated by 
the democratic party. 

In a mind thus prepared, the strong and animated resolu- 
tions of the Virginia assembly, in seventeen hundred and 
mnety-eight, in relation to the alien and sedition laws, conjured 
up the mpst frightful visions of civil war, disunion, blood, and 
anar^chy ; and under the impulse of these phantoms, to make 
what he considered a virtuous effort for his country, he pre- 
sented himself in Charlotte county, as a candidate for the house 
of delegates, at the spring election of seventeen hundred and 
ninety-nine. 

On the day of the election, as soon as he appeared on the 
ground, he was surrounded by the admiring and adoring crowd, 
and whithersoever he moved, the concourse followed him. A 
preacher of the Baptist Church, whose piety was wounded by 
this homage paid to a mortal, asked the people aloud, ** Why 
ihey thus followed Mr. Henry about ? — Mr. Henry," said he, 
*« is not a god !" 

** No," said Mr. Henry, deeply affected both by the scene 
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and the remark: "no, indeed, my friend; I am but a poor 
worm oi' the dust — as neeting and unsubstantial as the shadow 
of the cloud that flies over your fields, and is remembered no 
more." The tone with which this was uttered, and the look 
which accompanied it, afiected every heart, and silenced every 
voice. Envy and opposition were disarmed by his humility ; 
the recollection of his past services rushed upon every mem- 
ory, and he "read his history" in their swimming eyes. 

Before the polls were opened, he addressed the people of the 
county to the following effect: — "He told them that the late 
proceedings of the Virginian assembly had filled him with ap- 
prehensions and alarm ; that they had planted thorns upon his 
pillow ; that they had drawn him from that happy retirement 
which it bad pleased a bountiful Providence to bestow, and in 
which he had hoped to pass, in quiet, the remainder of his 
days ; that the state had quitted the sphere in which she had 
been placed by the constitution ; and in daring to pronounce 
upon the validity of federal laws, had gone out of her jurisdic- 
tion in a manner not warranted by any authority, and in the 
highest degree alarming to every considerate man ; that such 
opposition on the part of Virginia, to the acts of the general 
government, m.ust beget their enforcement by military power; 
tnat this would probably produce civil war ; civil war, foreign 
alliances ; and that foreign alliances must necessarily end in 
subjugrdtion to the powers called in. 

" He conjured the people to pause and consider well, before 
they rushed into such a desperate condition, from which there 
could be no retreat. He painted to their imaginations, Wash- 
ington, at the head of a numerous and well-appointed army, 
inflicting^ upon them military execution : * And where (he asked) 
are our resources to meet such a conflict ? — Where is the citi- 
zen of America who will dare to lift his hand against the father 
of his country V ♦ 

" A drunken man in the crowd threw up his arm, and ex- 
claimed that *he dared to do it.' — • No,' answered Mr. Henry, 
rising aloft in all his majesty: ^you dare not do it : in such a 
parricidal attempt, the steel would drop from your nerveless 
armV * The look and gesture at this moment, (says a corres- 
pondent,) gave to these words an energy on my mind unequalled 
by anything that I have ever witnessed.' Mr. Henry, pro- 
ceeding in his address to the people, asked — * whether the 
county of Charlotte would have any authority to dispute an 
obedience to the laws of Virginia;' and he pronounced Virgrinia 
to be to the Union what the county of Charlotte was to her. 

"Having denied tbe right of a state to decide upon the con- 
stitutionality of federal laws, he added, that perhaps it might 
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be necessary to say something of the merits of the laws in 
question. His private opinion was, that they were good and 
proper. But, whatever might be their merits, it belonged to 
the people, who held the reins over the head of congress, and 
to them alone, to say whether they were acceptable or othei 
wise to Virginians ; and that this must be done by way of peti- 
tion. That congress were as much our representatives as the 
assembly, and had as good a right to our confidence. 

" He had seen with regret,, the unlimited power over the 
purse and sword consigned to the general government ; but 
ihat he had been overruled, and it was now necessary to sub- 
mit to the constitutional exercise of that power. *If,' said he» 
* I am asked what is to be done, when a people feel themselves 
intolerably oppressed, my answer is ready : — Overturn the 
government. But do not, I beseeech you, carry matters to this 
this length, without provocation. Wait at least until some in- 
fringement is made upon your rights, and which cannot other* 
wise be redressed ; for if ever you recur to another change* 
you may bid adieu for ever to representative government. 

" You can never exchange the present government but for a 
monarchy. If the administration have done wrong, let us all 
^o wrong together, rather than split into factions, which must 
destroy that union upon which our existence hangs. Let us 
preserve our strength for the French, the English, the Germans, 
or whoever else shall dare to invade our territory, and not ex- 
haust it in civil commotions and intestine wars.' He concluded, 
by declaring his design to exert himself in the endeavour to allay 
the heart-burnings and jealousies which had been fomented in 
the state legislature ; and he fervently prayed, if he was deem- 
ed unworthy to effect it, that it might be reserved to some 
other and abler hand, to extend this blessing over the community.*' 

This was the substance of the speech written down at the 
lime by one of his hearers. " There was," says the writer, 
**an emphasis in his language, to which, like the force of his 
articulation, and the commanding expression of his eye, no 
representation can do justice ; yet I am conscious of having 
given a correct transcript of his opinions, and in many in- 
stances, his very expression." 

Such was the last effort of Mr. Henry's eloquence : the 
power of the noonday sun was gone ; but its setting splendours 
were not less beautiful and touching. After this speech, the 
polls were opened ; and he was elected by his usual command- 
ing majority. His intention having been generally known for 
some time before the period of the state elections, the most 
formidable preparations were made to oppose him in the as 
sembly. 
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Mr. Madison, j(thc late president of the United States,) Mr. 
Giles, of Amelia, Mr. Taylor, of Caroline, Mr. Nicholas of 
Albemarle, and a host of young men of shining talents from 
every part of tf^ state, were arrayed in the adverse rank, and 
commanded a decided majority in the house. But Heaven, in 
its mercy, saved him from the unequal conflict. The disease 
which had been preying upon him for two years, now hastened 
to its crisis ; and on the sixth day of June, seventeei. hundred 
and ninety-nine, this friend of liberty and of man was no 
more ! 

Here let us pause. The storm of seventeen hundred and 
ninety-nine, thank Heaven ! has passed away ; and we again 
enjoy the calm and sunshine of domestic peace. We are able, 
now, to see with other eyes, and to feel with far different 
hearts. Who is there that, looking back upon the part he bore 
in those scenes, can say that he was at no time guilty of any 
fault of conduct, any error of opinion, or any vicious excess 
of feeling? The man who can say this, is either very much 
to be pitied, or most exceedingly to be envied. 

But whatever we may be disposed to say or think of our- 
selves, there can be very little doubt, that that Being who is 
the searcher of hearts, saes very much during that period, to 
be forgiven in us all. It would, indeed, be presumptuous in 
the extreme, arriid the universal admission which is made of 
the imperfections of human nature, in the happiest circum- 
stances, to contend for its infallibility, while acting under 
the scourge of the most angry and vindictive passions. 

Let it be admitted, then, that during the period of which we 
are speaking, Mr. Henry was guilty of a political aberration: 
but let all the peculiar circumstances of his case which have 
been enumerated, be taken into the account, and let it be far- 
ther remembered, that if he did go astray, as the majority of 
the state believe, he strayed in company with the father of his 
country — and where is the heart so cold and thankless, as to 
balance a mistake thus committed, against a long life of sucb 
solid, splendid, and glorious utility? Certainly not in Wu 
ginia — and it is to Virginians only that this appeal is made. 
The sentiments now so universally expressed in relation to 
Mr. Henry, evince, that the age of party resentment has pass- 
ed away, and that that of the noblest gratitude has taken its 
place. But let us return to our narrative. 

At the session of the assembly immediately following Mr. Hen- 
ry's death, before the spirit of party had time to relent, and 
give way to that generous feeling of grateful veneration for 
.hioij which now pervades the state, a federal memher of the 
housie moved the foUowuag resolution: — 
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" The general assembly of Virginia, as a testimonial of their 
veneration for the character of their late iliustrioas fellow- 
citizen, Patrick Henry, whose unrivalled eloquence and supe- 
rior talents were« in times of peculiar peril and distress, so 
uniformly, so powerfully, and so successfully, devoted to the 
cause of freedom, and of his country — and, in order to invite v 
the present and future generations to an imitation of his vir- \ 
tues, and an emulation of his fame — 

<* Resolved, That the executive be authorized and requested, 
to procure a marble bust of the said Patrick Henry, at the pub- 
lic expense, and to cause the same to be placed in one of the 
niches of the hall of the house of delegates.'* 

Nothing could have been more unfortunate for the success 
of this resolution, than the time at which it was brought for- 
ward, and the mover by whom it was offered. The time, as 
we have seen, was during that paroxysm of displeasure against 
Mr. Henry, which even nis death, although it had abated, had 
not entirely allayed : and the mover was a gentleman who had 
himself been recently counted on the republican side of the 
house, and was now also smarting under the charge of apos- 
tacy. 

All the angry passions of the house immediately arose at 
such a proposition, from such a quarter. A republican mem- 
ber moved to lay the resolution on the table ; the gentleman 
who offered it replied with warmth, that if it were so disposed 
of he would never call it up again. It was laid upon the table, 
and has been heard of no more. 

Thus lived, and thus died, the celebrated Patrick Henry of 
Virginia ; a man who justly deserves to be ranked among the 
highest ornaments and noblest benefactors of his country. 
Had his lot been cast in the republics of Greece or Rome, his 
name would have been enrolled by some immortal pen, among 
the expellers of tyrants and the champions of liberty : the 
proudest monuments of national gratitude would have risen to 
his honour, and handed down his memory to future genera- 
tions. 

As it is, his fame as yet, is left to rest upon tradition, and on 
that short notice which general history can take of him ; while 
no memorial, no slab even, raised by the hand of national grot' 
itude^ points us to his grave, or tells where sleep the ashes of 
the patriot and the sage. May we not hope, that this reproach 
upon the state will soon be wiped away, and that ample atone* 
ment will be made for our past neglect? 

24p 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Delineations of Mr. Henry's private Character — Anecdotes of Mr. Lefr— of 
Mr. Gallatin — ^Mr. Henry's Political Foresight — Description of his Person-^ 
Further General View of his Character — Conclusion. 

Mr. Henrt, by his two iiiarriages, was the father of fifteen 
children. By his first wife he had six, of whom two only sur- 
vived him ; by his last he had six sons and three daughters, 
all of whom, together with their mother, were living at his 
death. 

He had been fortunate during the latter part of his life ; and, 
chiefly by the means of judicious purchases of lands, had left 
his family, large as it was, not only independent, but rich. 

In his habits of living, he was remarkably temperate and 
frugal. He seldom drank anything but water ; and his table, 
though abundantly spread, was furnished only with the most 
simple viands. Necessity had imposed those habits upon him 
in the earlier part of his life ; and use, as well as reason, now 
made them his choice. 

His children were raised up with little or no restraint. He 
seems not to have thought very highly of early education. It 
is indeed probable, that his own success, which was attributa- 
ble almost entirely to the natural powers of his mind, had di- 
minished the importance of an extensive education in his view. 
But although they were suffered to run wild for some years, 
and, indeed, committed to the sole guidance of nature, to a 
much later period than usual, yet they were finally all well ed- 
ucated ; and not only by the reflected worth of their father, 
but by their own merits, have always occupied a most respect- 
able station in society. 

Mr. Henry's conversation was remarkably pure and chaste. 
He never swore. He was never heard to take the name of 
his Maker in vain. He was a sincere Christian, though aAer 
a form of his own ; for he was never attached to any particu- 
lar religious society, and never, it is believed, communed with 
any church. A friend who visited him not long before his 
death, found him engaged in reading the Bible : — " Here,*' said 
he, holding it up, '* is a book worth more than all the other 
books that were ever printed : yet it is my misfortune never to 
have found time to read it, with the proper attention and feel- 
ing, till lately. I trust in the mercy of Heaven that it is not 
yet too late." 

He was much pleased with Soamo Jenyns' view of the in- 
ternal evidences of the Christian religion ; so much ao, ;hal 
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about the year seventeen hundred and ninety, he had an impres- 
sion of it struck at his own expense, and distributed among the 
people. His other favourite works on the subject were Dod- 
dridge's ** Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul," and 
Butler's "Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed." This 
latter work, he used at one period of his life to style, by way 
of pre-eminence, his Bible. The selection proves not only 
the piety of his temper, but the correctness of his taste, and 
his relish for profound and vigorous disquisition. 

His morals were strict. As a husband, a father, a mastert 
he had no superior. He was kind and hospitable to the stran- 
ger, and most friendly and accommodating to his neighbours. 
in his dealings with the world, he was faithful to his promise, 
and punctual in his contracts, to the utmost of his power. 

Yet we do not claim for him a total exemption from the fail- 
ures of humanity. Moral perfection is not the p operty of 
man. The love of money is said to have been one of Mr* 
Henry's strongest passions. In his desire for accumulation, he 
was charged with wringing from the hands of his clients, and 
more particularly those of the criminals \fhom he defended, 
fees rather too exorbitant He was censured too, for an at- 
tempt to locate the shores of the Chesapeake, which had here- 
tofore been used as a public common, although there was, at 
that time, no law of the state which protected them from lo- 
cation. 

In one of his earlier purchases of land, he was blamed also 
for having availed himself of the existing laws of the state, in 
paying for it in the depreciated paper currency of the country ; 
nor was he free from censure on account of some participation 
which he is said to have had in the profits of the Ifazoo trade. 
He was accused, too, of having been rather more vain of 
his wealth, toward the close of his life, than became a man 
so great in other respects. Let these things be admitted, and 
**let the man who is without fault cast the first stone." 

In mitigation of these charges, if they be true, it ought to 
be considered that Mr. Henry, had been, during the greater 
part of his life, intolerably oppressed by poverty and all its 
distressing train of consequences ; that the family for which 
he had to provide was very large ; and that the bar, although 
it has been called the road to honour, was not in those days the 
road to wealth. With these considerations in view, charity 
may easily pardon him for having considered only the legality 
of the means which he used to acquire an independence ; and 
she can easily excuse him too, for having felt the success of 
his endeavors a little more sensibly than might have been b^ 
coming. 
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He was certainly neither proud, nor hard-hearted nor penu 
Hous : if he was either, there can he no reliance on human 
testimony ; which represents him as heing, in his general inter- 
course with the world, not only rigidly honest, hut one of 
the kindest, gentlest, and most indulgent of human heings. 

While we are on this ungrateful subject of moral imperfec* 
tion, the fidelity of history requires us to notice another charge 
against Mr. Henry. His passion for fame is said to have been 
too strong ; he was accused of a wish to monopolize the public 
favour ; and under the influence of this desire, to have felt no 
gratification in the rising fame of certain conspicuous charac- 
ters ; to have indulged himself in invidious and unmerited re- 
marks upon them, and to have been at the bottom of a cabal 
against one of the most eminent. If these things were so 
—alas ! poor human nature ! 

It is certain that these charges are very inconsistent with his 
general character. So far from being naturally envious, and 
disposed to keep back modest merit, one of the finest traits in 
his character was, the parental tenderness with which he took 
by the hand every young man of merit, covered him with his 
aegis in the legislature and led him forward at the bar. In re* 
lation to his first great rival in eloquence, Richard Henry Lee, 
he not only did ample justice to him on every occasion, in pub- 
lic, but defended his fame in private, with all the zeal of » 
brother ; as is demonstrated by an original correspondence 
between those two eminent men, now in the hands of the 
author. 

Of Colonel Innis, his next great rival, he entertained, and 
uniformly expressed, the most exalted opinion ; and in the 
convention of 1788, as will be remembered, paid a compliment 
to his eloquence, at once so splendid, so happy, and so just, 
that it will live for ever. The debates of that convention 
abound with the most unequivocal and ardent declarations of 
his respect, for the talents and virtues of the other eminent 
gentlemen who were arrayed against him — Mr. Madison — 
Mr. Pendleton — ^Mr. Randolph. 

Even the justly great and overshadowing fame of Mr. Jef- 
ferson never extorted from him, in public at least, one invidi- 
ous remark ; on the contrary, the name of that gentleman, who 
was then in France, having been introduced into the debates of 
the convention, for the purpose of borrowing the weight of 
his opinion, Mr. Henry spoke of him in the strongest and 
warmest terms, not only of admiration, but of affection — sty- 
ling him ^*our illustrions fellow-citizen^** — ^* our enlightened 
tffid worthy countryman^** — " our common friend*** 

The is ordinate love of money and of fame, are, certainly. 
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base and degrading passions. They have sometimes tarnish- 
ed characters otherwise the most bright ; but they will find no 
advocate or apologist in any virtuous bosom. In relation to 
Mr. Henry, however, we may be permitted to doubt whether 
the facts on which these censures (so inconsistent with his gen- 
eral character) are grounded, have not been misconceived; 
and whether so much of them as is really true, may not be 
fairly charged to the common account of human imperfection. 

Mr. Henry's great.intellectual defect was his indolence. To 
this it was owing, that he never possessed that admirable alert- 
ness and vigouros versatility of mind, which turns promptly 
to everything, attends to everything, arranges everything, 
and by systematizing its operations, despatches each in its 
proper time, and place and manner.. • To the same cause it is to 
be ascribed, that he never possessed that patient drudgery, and 
that ready, neat, copious, and masterly command of details, 
which forms so essential a part of the duties both of the states- 
man and the lawyer. 

Hence, too, he did not avail himself of the progress of sci- 
ence and literature, in his age. He had not, as he might have 
done, amassed those ample stores of various, useful, and curious 
knowledge, which are so naturally expected to be found in a 
great man. His library (of which an inventory has been fur- 
nished to the author) was extremely small ; composed not on- 
ly of a very few books, but those, too, commonly odd volumes. 
Of science and literature, he knew little or nothing more than 
was occasionly gleaned from conversation. It is not easy to 
conceive, what a mind like his might have achieved in either, 
or bolh of these walks, had it been properly trained at first, or 
industriously occupied in those long intervals of leisure which 
he threw away. 

One thing, however, may be safely pronounced ; that had 
that mind of Herculean strength been either so trained, or so 
occupied, he would have left behind him some written monu- 
ment, compared with which, even statutes and pillars would 
have been but the ephemerae of a day. But he seems to have 
been of Hobbes's opinion, who is reported to have said of 
himself, that "if he had read as much as other men, he should 
have been as ignorant as they were."* Mr. Henry's book 
was the great volume of human nature. In this, he was more 
deeply read than any of his countrymen. He knew men 
thoroughly ; and hence arose his great power of persuasion.f 

* Bayle : article Hobbes. 

t ** It is in vain," says the Chancellor D^Aguesseau, " that the orator flatten 
himself with having^ the talent to persuade men, if he has not acquired that of 
kuowing them." Discourse i., p. 1. 
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His preference of this study, is manifested by the fiollowing^ 

incident : — he met once, in a bookstore, with the late Mr. 
Ralph Wormley, who, although a great bookworm, was infi- 
nitely more remarkable for his ignorance of men, than Mr. 
Henry was for that of books. — "What, Mr. Wormley," said 
he, "still buying books?" "Yes," said Mr. Wormley, "I 
have just heard of a new work, which I am extremely anxioua 
to peruse.** " Take my word for it,*' said he, " Mr. Wormley, 
" we are too old to read looks : read men — they are the only 
volumes that we can peruse to advantage.*' But Mr. Henry 
might have perused both with infinite advantage, nut only 
to himself, but to his country, and to the world ; and that 
he did not do it, may, it is believed, be fairly ascribed, rather 
to the indolence of his temper, than the deliberate decision of 
his judgment. 

Judge Winston says, that " he was, throughout life, negli- 
gent of his dress :** but this, it is apprehended, applied rather 
to his habits in the country, than to his appearance in public. 
A<t the bar of the general court, he always appeared in a full 
suit of black cloth, or velvet, and a tie wig, which was dressed 
and powdered in the highest style of forensic fashion ; in the 
winter season, too, according to the costume of the day, he 
wore over his other apparel an ample cloak of scarlet cloth ; 
and thus attired, made a figure bordering on grandeur. While 
he filled the executive chair, he is said to have been justly at- 
tentive to his dress, and appearance ; " not being disposed to 
afiford the occasion of humiliating comparisons between the 
past and present government." 

He had long since, too, laid aside the ofifensive rusticity of 
his juvenile manners. His manners, indeed, were still unosten- 
tatious, frank, and simple ; but they had all that natural ease 
and unaffected gracefulness, which distinguish the circles of the 
polite and wellbred. On occasions, too, where state and cere- 
mony were expected, there was no man who could act better his 
part. I have had a description of Mr. Henry, entering, in the 
full dress which I have mentioned, the hall of delegates, at 
whose bar he was about to appear as an advocate, and saluting 
the house, all around, with a dignity and even majesty, that 
would have done honour to the most polished courtier in 
Europe. 

This, however, was only on extraordinary occasions, when 
such a deportment was expected, and was properly in its place. 
In general, his manners were those of the plain Virginian gen« 
tleman — ^kind — open— H^andid — and conciliating — warm with- 
out insincerity, and polite without pomp — neither chilling hy 
his reserve, nor fatiguing by his loquacity — ^but adapting him* 
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4e1C without an effort, to the character of his company* ** He 
would be pleased and cheerful," says a correspondent, ** with 
persons of any class or condition, vicious and abandoned per> 
sons only excepted ; he preferred those of character aiid talents, 
but would be amused with any who could contribute to his 
amusement." * 

He had himself a vein of pleasantry, which was extremely 
•musing, without detracting from his dignity. His compaaioDfli 
although perfectly at their ease with him, were never known to 
treat him with degrading familiarities. Their love and their 
respect forliim equally forbade it. Nor had they any dread of 
an assault upon their feelings ; for their was nothing cruel in 
his wit. 

The tomahawk and scalping-knife were no part of his collo* 
quial apparatus. He felt no pleasure in seeing the victim 
writhe under his stroke. The benignity of his spirit could not 
have borne such a sight without torture. He found himself 
happiest in communicating happiness to others. His convert 
sation was instructive and delightful ; stately where it ahould 
be so, but in general, easy, familiar, sprightly, and entertaining ; 
always, however, good-humoured, and calculated to amuse 
without wounding. 

As a specimen of this light and good«*natured pleasantry, the 
following anedote has been furnished: Mr. Henry, together 
with Mr. Richard H. Lee, and several other conspicuous mem- 
bers of the assembly, were invited to pass the evening and 
night at the house of Mr. Edmund Randolph, in the neighbour- 
hood of Richmond. Mr. Lee, who was as brilliant and copious 
in conversation as in debate, had amused the company to a very 
late hour, by descanting on the genius of Cervantes, particu 
larly as exhibited in his chef cT asuvre, Don Quixote. 

The dissertation had been continued^rather too long : the 
company began to yawn, when Mr. Henry, who had observed 
it, although Mr. Lee had not, rose slowly from his chair, and 
remarked as he walked across the room, that Don Quixote was 
certainly a most excellent work, and most skilfully adapted to 
the purpose of the author : " but," said he, "Mr. Lee," etop- 
ping before him, with a most significant archness of look, 
*• you have overlooked in your eulogy, one of the finest things 
in the book." ** What is that ?" asked Mr. Lee. " It is," said 
Mr. Henry, ** that divine exclamation of Sancho, • Blessed he 
the man that first invented sleep : it covers one all over^ like a 
cloakJ' " Mr. Lee took the hint ; and the company broke up 
in good humonr. 

His quick and true discernment of characters, and his pre- 
science of political eveniis, were very puch admired. The 
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following examples df each, have been famished by Mr. 
Pope : — 

Mr. Gallatin came to Virginia when a very young man : he 
was obscure and unknown, and spoke the English language so 
badly, that it was with difficulty he could be understood. He 
was ehgaged in some agency which made it necessary to pre* 
aent a petition to the assembly, and endeavoured to interest the 
leading members in its fate, by attempting to explain, out of 
doors, its merits and justice. But they could not understand 
him well enough to feel any interest either for him or his peti- 
tion. In this hopeless condition he waited on Mr. Henry, and 
soon felt that he was in different hands. 

Mr. Ilenry, on his part, was so delighted with the interview, 
that he spoke of Mr. Gallatin everywhere in raptures — **he 
^declared him, without hesitation or doubt, to be the most sen 
sible and best informed man he had ever conversed wiih-^he is 
to he sure^^* said he, ** a most astonishing man r* The reader 
well knows how eminently Mr. Gallatin has since fulfilled this 
character; and considering the very disadvantageous circum- 
stances under which he was seen by Mr. Henry, is certainly 
a striking proof of the superior sagacity of the observer. 

In relation to his political foresight, the following anecdote 
18 in Mr. Pope's own words: — "In the year 1798, after Bona- 
parte had annihilated five Austrian armies, and, flushed with 
victory, was carrying away everything before him, I heard Mr. 
Henry in a public company observe, (shaking his head after his 
impressive manner) — * It won't all do ! the present generation 
in France is so debased by a long despotism, they possess so 
few of the virtues that constitute the life and soul of republi- 
canism, that they are incapable of forming a correct and just 
estimate of rational liberty. 

•** Their revolution will terminate differently from what you 
expect — their state of anarchy will be succeeded by despotism ; 
and I should not be surprised, if the very man at whose victo- 
ries you now rejoice, should, Cesar-like, subvert the liberties 
of his country. All who know me,' continued Mr. Henry, 
'know that I am a firm advocate for liberty and republicanism; 
I believe I have given some evidences of this. I wish it may 
not be so, but I am afraid the event will justify this prediction.* '' 

The following is the fullest description which the author has 
been able to procure of Mr. Henry's person. He was nearly 
fiix feet high ; spare, and what may be called rawboned, with a 
alight stoop of the shoulders — ^his complexion was dark, sun- 
burnt, and sallow, without any appearance of blood in his 
cheeks — ^his countenance grave, thoughtful, penetrating, and 
airongly marked wiih the lineaments of deep reflection — ^the 
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earnestness of his manner, united with an hahltual cootraction or 
knitting of his brows, and those lines of thought with which 
his face was profusely furrowed, gave to his counlenance, at 
some times, the appearance of severity — yet such was the 
power which he had over its expression, that he could shake 
aff from it in an instant, all the sternness of winter, and robe \i 
in the brightest smiles of spring. 

His forehead was high and straight ; yet forming a sufficient 
angle with the lower part of his face — his nose somewhat of the 
Roman stamp,though like that which we see in the bust of Cicero, 
it was rather long, than remarkable for its Cesarean form. Oi 
the colour of his eyes, the accounts are almost as various as 
those which we have of the colour of the chameleon — they are 
said to have been blue, gray, what Lavater calls green, hazel, 
brown, and black — the fact seems to have been that they were of 
a bluish-gray, not large ; and being deeply fixed in his head, 
overhung by dark, long, and full eyebrows, and farther shaded 
by lashes that were both long and black, their apparent colour 
w^as. as variable as the lights in which they were seen — \>\ii all 
concur in saying that they were, unquestionably, the finest fea- 
ture in his face — ^brilliant — full of spirit, and capable of the most 
rapidly-shifting and powerful expression — ^at one time piercing 
and terrible as those of Mars, and then again soft and tender 
as those of Pity herself — his cheeks were hollow — his chin 
long, but well formed, and rounded at the end, so as to form a 
proper counterpart to the upper part of his face. 

** I find it difficult,** says the correspondent from whom I 
have borrowed this portrait, " to describe his mouth ; in which 
there was nothing remarkable, except when about to express a 
modest dissent from some opinion on which he was comment- 
ing — he then had a sort of half-smile, in which the want of 
conviction was perhaps more strongly expressed, than the sa« 
tirical emotion, which probably prompted it. His manner and 
address to the court and jury might be deemed the excess of 
hamility, diffidence, and modesty. 

** If, as rarely happened, he had occasion to answer any re- 
mark from the bench, it was Impossible for Meekness herself 
to assume a manner less presumptuous — but in the smile of 
which I have been speaking, you might anticipate the want of 
conviction, expressed in his answer, at the moment that he 
submitted to the superior wisdom of the court, with a grace that 
would have done honour to Westminster hall. In his reply to 
counsiBl, his remarks on the evidence, and on the conduct of the 
parties, he preserved the same distinguished deference and po* 
liteness, still accompanied, however, by the never-failing in^ 
dex ofthia skeptical smiley where the occasion prompted." 
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In short, his features were manly, bold, and well-proportioned, 
full of intelligence, and adapting themselves intuitively to every 
gentiment of his mind, and every feeling of his heart. His 
voice was not remarkable for its sweetness ; but it was firm, of 
full volume, and rather melodious than otherwise. Its charms 
consisted In the mellowness and fulness of its note, the ease and 
variety of its inflections, the distinctness of its articulation, the 
fine effect of its emphasis, the felicity with which it attuned 
itself to every emotion, and the vast compass which enabled it 
to range through the whole empire of human passion, from the 
deep and tragic half whisper of horror, to the wildest excla- 
mation of overwhelming rage. 

In mild persuasion, it was as soft and gentle as the zephyr 
of spring ; while in rousing his countrymen to arms, the win- 
ter storm that roars along the troubled Baltic, was not more 
awfully sublime. It was at all times perfectly under his com- 
mand ; or rather, indeed, it seemed to command itself and to 
modulate its notes, most happily to the sentiment he was utter- 
ing. It never exceeded, or fell short of the occasion. There 
was none of that long-continued and deafening vociferation, 
which always takes place, when an ardent speaker has lost 
possession of himself — no monotonous clangour, no discord- 
ant shriek. 

Without being strained, it had that body and enunciation 
which filled the most distant ear, without distressing those 
which were nearest him : hence it never became cracked or 
hoarse, even in his longest speeches, but retained to the last 
all its clearness and fulness of intonation, all the delicacy of 
its inflection, all the charms of its emphasis, and enchanting 
variety of its cadence. 

His delivery was perfectly natural and well timed. It has 
indeed been said, that, on his first rising, there was a species 
of suh'Cantus very observable by a stranger, and rather disa- 
greeable to him ; but that in a very few moments even this it- 
self became agreeable, and seemed, indeed, indispensable to the 
full effect of his peculiar diction and conceptions. In point of 
time, he was very happy : there was no slow and heavy drag- 
ging, no quaint and measured drawling, with equidistant pace, 
no stumbling and floundering among the fractured members of 
deranged and broken periods, no undignified hurry and trepida- 
tion, no recalling and recasting of sentences as he went along, 
no retraction of one word and substitution of another not bet- 
ter, and none of those afifected bursts of almost inarticalate 
impetuosity, which betrajr the rhetorician rather than display 
the orator. 

On the contrary, ever self-collected, deliberate and dignified* 
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he seemed to have looked through the whole period before he 
commenced its delivery ; and hence his delivery was smooth, 
and firm, and well accented ; slow enough to take along with 
him the dullest hearer, and yet so commanding, that the quick 
had neither the power nor the disposition to get the start of 
him. Thus he gave to every thought its full and appropriate 
force ; and to every image all its radiance and beauty. 

No speaker ever understood better than Mr. Henry the true 
use and power of the pause : and no one ever practised it with 
happier effect. His pauses were never resorted to for the pur- 
pose of investing an insignificant thought with false import- 
ance ; much less were they ever resorted to as 9l finesse to gain 
time for thinking. The hearer was never disposed to ask« 
**• why that pause?'* nor to measure its duration by a reference 
to his watch. On the contrary, it always came at the very 
moment, when he would himself have wished it, in order to 
weigh the striking and important thought which had just been 
uttered ; and the interval was always filled by the speaker with 
a matchless energy of look, which drove the thought home 
through the mind and through the heart. 

His gesture, and this varying play of his features and Toice, 
were so excellent, so exquisite that many have referred his 
power as an orator principally to that cause ; yet this was all 
his own, and his gesture, particularly, of so peculiar a cast, 
that it is said it would have become no other man. I do not 
learn that it was very abundant ; for there was no trash about it; 
none of those false motions to which undisciplined speakers are 
so generally addicted ; no chopping nor sawing of the air ; no 
thumping of the bar to express an earnestness, which was 
much more powerfully, as well as more elegantly expressed by 
his eye and countenance. Whenever he moved his arm, or 
his hand, or even his finger, or changed the position of his 
hody, it was always to some purpose; nothing was inefficient ; 
everything told ; every gesture, every attitude, every look was 
emphatic; all was animation, energy, and dignity. 

Its great advanta,ge consisted in this — that various, bold, and 
original as it was, it never appeared to be studied, affected, or 
theatrical, or "to overstep," in the smallest degree, "the mod- 
esty of nature ;" for he never made a gesture, or assumed an 
attitude,which did not seem imperiously demanded by the occa 
fiion. Every look, every motion, every pause, every start was 
completely filled and dilated by the thought which he was ut- 
tering, and seemed indeed to form a part of the thought itself. 
His action, however strong, was never vehement. He was 
never seen rushing forward, shoulner foremost, fury in hii 
countenance, and phrensy in his voice, as if to orertam tht 
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bar, and charge his audience sword in hand. His judgment 
was too manly and too solid, and his taste too true, to permit 
him to indulge in any such extravagance. 

His ffood sense and his self-possession never deserted him. 
In the loudest storm of declamation, in the fiercest blaze oi 
passion, there was a dignity and temperance which gave it 
seeming. He had the rare faculty of imparting to his hearers 
all the excess of his own feelings, and all the violence and tu- 
mult of his emotions, all the dauntless spirit of his resolution, 
and all the energy of his soul, without any sacrifice of his own 
personal dignity, and without treating his hearers otherwise 
than as rational beings. He was not the orator of a day ; and 
therefore sought not to build his fame on the sandy basis of a 
false taste, fostered, if not created, by himself. He spoke for 
immortality ; and therefore raised the pillars of his glory on 
the only solid foundation — the rock of Nature. 

So much has been already said, incidentally, of his attain- 
ments, and the character of his mind, both as a statesman and 
an orator, that little remains to be added in a general way. As 
a statesman, the quality which strikes us most is his political 
intrepidity : and yet it has sometimes been objected to him, that 
he waited on every occasion, to see which way the popular cur- 
rent was sitting, when he would artfully throw himself into it, 
and seem to guide its course. Nothing can be more incorrect: 
it would be easy to multiply proofs to refute the charge ; bat I 
shall content myself with a few which are of general notoriety. 

1. The American revolution is universally admitted to have 
begun ia the upper circles of society. It turned on principles 
too remote and abtruse for vulgar apprehension or considera- 
tion. H^d it depended on the unenlightened mass of the com- 
munity, no doubt can be entertained at this day, that the tax 
imposed by parliament would have been paid without a ques- 
tion. Since, then, the upper circle of society did not take its 
impulse from the people, the only remaining inquiry is, who 
gave the revolutionary impulse to that circle itself? It was 
unquestionably Patrick Henry. 

This is affirmed by Mr. Jefferson ; it is demonstrated by the 
resistance given to Mr. Henry's measures, by those who were 
afterward the stanchest friends of the revolution ; it is farther 
proved, by the sentiment before noticed, with which Doctor 
Franklin (who was then considered as the first American states- 
man) dismissed Mr. Ingersoll on his departure from London ; 
a sentiment, which evinces beyond doubt, that Doctor Franklin 
considered resistance to ftve British power to be, at that time* 

fremature ; and finally, this honour is assigned to Mr. Henry, 
perceive, by a late interesting historian of Massachosets, the 
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only sttite which has erer pretended to dispute the pvlm with 
Virginia. 

'Hie historian to whom I allude, is Mrs. Merey Watrign, whd 
is said to be the widow of the celebrated General Warren, 
the hero of Bunker's HiH. These ai^e her words: — "The 
house of burgesses of Virginia were the first who formally re- 
solred against the encroachments Of power, and the unwar- 
rantable designs of the British parliament. The novelty of 
their procedure, and the boldness of spirit that marked thfi 
resolutions of that assembly, at once astonished and discon* 
certed the officers of the crown, and the supporters of the 
measures of administration. These resolutions were ush- 
ered into the house on the thirtieth of May, oirer thousand! 
seven hundred and sixty-five, by Patrick Henry, Esq., a 
young gentleman of the law, till then unknown in political life. 
He wais a man poSseSeed of strong powers, much professional 
knowledge, and of such abilities as qualified him for the exi- 
gences of the day. Fearless of the cry of treaaofi^ echoed 
9gainst him fronl severai quarters, he justified the measure aiid 
supported the resolves, in a speech that did honour both to hia 
understanding and his patriotism,'* 6lc, Mrs. Wab:rem*s Histof^ 
of the American Revolution^ vol.. i^ p. 28. 

On this great occasion, then, it is manifest, that he did not 
wait for the popular current; but On the contrary, that it was 
he alone, who, by his single power moved the mighty mas^s of 
stagnant waters, and changed the silent take into a roaring tor- 
rent. When it is remembered too, that he was then young and 
•obscure, aiid of course without personal influence— that this 
«iep was the result of his own solitary reflection^ and that he 
was perfectly aware of the personal danger which must attend 
it — we can require nothing farther to satisfy us, that he was a 
bold, original, independent politician, who thought for himself, 
and pursued the dictates of his own judgment, wholly regard- 
Jess of personal consequences. 

2* Again, in the s^pring of 1T75, that upper circle, which still 
headled the revolution, were disposed to acquiesce in the plun- 
der of the magazine, and exerted their utmost efforts to allay 
the ferment which it had excited. . They hadi in fact succeeded ; 
and the people, were everywhere composed, save within the im- 
mediate sphere of Mr. Henry'^d influence. The reader has already 
eeeo, that it was he who on that occasion excited the people, not 
iHTbo was excited by thetn ; that he put them into motion, and 
aTOwed to his confidential friends, at the time, the motives of 
policy by which he was actuated,; that he placed himself at 
abe head of an armed baild« which he had himself convened for 
aKe purpose ; and in spite of the entreaties and lupplicationa 

S5 
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of the patriots at Williamsburgh, and in defiance of th<^ threats 
of Dunmore and his myrmidons, pressed firmly and intrepidly 
on, until tbo object of bis expedition was completely obtained. 

3. So also in the state convention, the same year, the old 
patriotic leaders were disposed still to rely on the efficacy of 
petitions, memorials, and remonstrances; it was Mr. Henry 
who proposed, and in spite of their opposition (which was of 
so strenuous and serious a character, that one of them in ma* 
kinff it, is said to have shed tears most profaaely) carried the 
bold measure of arming the militia. This was not dictate^ by 
the people. 

The fact was, that at that day, the people placed themselves 
in the hands of their more enlightened friends ; they nerer 
ventured to prescribe either the time, the manner, or the meas- 
ure of resistance ; and there can be no rooih for a candid doubt 
that, but for the bold spirit and overpowering eloouence of 
Patrick Henry, the people would have ibllowed tpe paeifie 
counsels of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Pendleton, Mr. 
Wythe, and other men of acknowledged talents and virtue. 

ft was Mr. Henry, therefore, who led both the |>eople and 
their former leaders. The latter, indeed came on so reluc- 
tantly at first, that they may be said to have been rather dra^* 
ged along than led ; tney did come, however, and acquirtng 
warmth by their motion, made ample amends thereafter for 
their earljr hesitation. 

The author has no intention, by these remarks, to impair in 
the smallest degree, the well-earned reputation of those vete- 
ran statesmen. They had commenced the opposition to the . 
stamp act, and the other obnoxious acts of the British parlia- 
ment, before Mr. Henry made his appearance .as a politician ; 
they had commenced it too, on the same grounds, and would« 
probably, at some later period, have been wrought up by theii 
own principles and feelings, to a forcible resistance to those 
measures. 

But the statements above are unquestionably correct ; theyt 
did not approve of the immediaU application of force ; Mr* 
Henry's policy was condemned by them as rash andprecipx'^ 
tote. The author is in possession of an original letter fronk 
one of these statements, in which Mrl Henry is expressly and 
directly accused of having precipitated the revolution/arainst 
the judgment of the older and cooler patriots. *' Evj|il|bow* 
ever,*' as we have seen, " favoured the bolder mea8ii|^Kf Mr.. 
Henry,*' and proved his policy to be the best '^ 

4. Abou : the close of the war, again, when he proposed to 
permit the return of that obnoxious class of men called BriU 
i$h refugees and Scotch tories, did he follow the popular cur*^ 
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Mmtt So fiir from it, that he stemmed the carrent, and turneci 
back its course, by the power of his resistance. 

5. So in the case of the federal constitution, whither did the 
eurrent of the American people tend ? Most certainly to its 
adoption, yet Mt. Henry, to use his own language, *'with 
manly fimneas, and in spite of an erring world," with the re- 
▼ered Waflrhington at their head, opposed its adoption with all 
the powers of his eloquence. 

The truth seems to be, that this charge is only a variation 
of that conveyed by the opprobrious epithets of demagogue 
and factious tribune, which we hare seen that his rival long 
since sought to fasten upon him ; and there can be little doubt, 
that it proceeded from the writhings and contortions of the 
eame agonized envy. That a poor young man, issuing from 
his native woods, unknown, unfriended, and comparatively un- 
lettered, should have been able, by the mere force of unassist- 
ed nature, to break to pieces the strong political confederacy 
which then ruled the country, to annihilate all the arts and 
fine0$e of parliamentary intrigue ; to eclipse by his sagacity, 
the experience of age ; and, by the sole strength of his native 
l^enlua, to throw into the shade all the hard-earned attainments 
of literature and science, was entirely too humiliating to be 
home in silence. 

It was necessary, therefore, to resort to some solution of 
this phenomenon which should at once reduce the honours of 
this plebeian up-start, and sooth the woundod feelings of those 
whose pride he had brought down. Hence it became fashion- 
able, in the higher circles, to speak of Mr. Henry as a design- 
in ff dema§4}gue^ ufaeHoua trihunef who carried his points not 
by ikir and open debate, but by violent and inflammatory ap- 
peals to the worst passions of the multitude ; and who fre- 
quently gave himself the air of leading the people, when in 
truth ne was merely following their own blind lead. 

This cant has had its day, and its propagators. Truth has 
«ei the subject to rights. Mr. Henry is alleged, by those 
who had the best opportunities of knowing him, to have been 
not inferior, either in public or private virtue, to any patriot of 
the revoluMon : and ht was confessedly superior to them all, 
in that combination of bold, hardy, adventurous, splendid, and 
aolid qualifications, which are so peculiarly fitted to revolu- 
tionanr times. 

•*Ifo left," says Judge Winston, " no manuscripts.** This 
wan to have been expected. We have seen that he could not 
baar the labonr of writing ; nor, indeed, of that long-continued, 
coherent, and melhodicaT thinking, without which, no succea«i- 
M eomposltion* of any extent, can be produced. He thought, 
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indeed, a great deal ; hni his thinking was too desultory aod 
irregular to take the form of eompoeitioD. 

His mind had never been disciplined to wait upoa his pen-— 
it still moTed on-^and its prismatic beauties were as evaDoaeent 
as they were beautiful. His imagination *' bodied forth Ibe 
forms of things*' much more rapidly than his uopvatstised pen 
could '* turn them to shapes ;'* and it is not improbable* tint 
his own observation of the difference between the rigour with 
which he thought, and the comparative decrepitude with 
which he wrote» disgusted him with his first attempts, and pre- 
vented their repetition. 

Yet this habit which h» had of thinking for himself, aad 
looking directly at every subject, with the natural eyes of hii 
understanding; without using what has been called the speetor 
cles of bookSt was perhaps of advantage to him, both as t 
statesman and an orator : as a statesman, it possibly exempted 
him from that common error of scieRti6c theorists, of for- 
cing resemblaopes between the present and some past historical 
era, and accommodatiog their measures to this, imaginarf 
identity; }^yhie mode of considering subjects, no circumatanee 
was either sunk or magnified, or distorted, in order to bead 
the case to a fanciful hypothesis ; nor, in deciding what was 

£ roper to be done in America, did he look to see what had 
een found expedient at Athens or Rome. 
On the contrary, knowing well the people with whom he 
had to deal« of what they were capable, atid what was ueees* 
aary to their happiness, how miich they could bear, and hew 
much achieve, and looking immediately at the subject, (what* 
ever it might be,) with that piercing vision, that solid judgment 
and ready resource, which characterized his mind — he. seemed 
to seize in every case, rather *' luckily than laborioualy/* the 
course which of'^ all others was surest of success. 

In short, this habit piade him an orifftnal, sound and practi- 
cal statesman, instead of being a learned, dreamingt and vieion- 
vy theorist. Not that Mr# Henry was deficient in historical 
knowledge ; he had enough of it for all the useful purposes either 
of analogy or illustration ; but he never permitted it to inter* 
cept his proper view of the subject, or to take the lead In aug* 
gesting what was fit to be done. This he chose rather to de- 
rive from the nature of the case itself, and the character of the 
people among whom that case occurred. 

This faaUi of relying more on bis own meditations than on 
books, was, also, perhaps, a service to him as an orator : for 
by this course, he avoi^d the beaten paths and roads of 
thought; and instead of exhibiting in his speeches old ideas 
newly vamped up, and ancient beauties, tricked off in joaed* 
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f>rn ttnsel^ his arguments, sentiments, and figures, had all 
Aat freshness and novelty which are so universally captivating. 

In what dfd his peculiar excellence as an orator consist? m 
what consisted that unrivalled power of speaking, which all 
who ever heard him admit him to have possessed? Th^ 
reader is already apprized, that the author of these sketches 
never had the advantage of hearing Mr. Henry, and that no 
entire speech of his Avas ever extant, either in print or writing : 
hence, there are no materials for minute and exact analysis. 
This inquiry, however, is natural, and has been directed, with- 
out success, to many of the most discriminating of Mr. Hen- 
ry*s admirers. Their answers are as various as the complex- 
ion of their own characters ; each preferring that property 
from which ,he had himself derived the most enjoyment. 
Some ascribe his excellence wholly to his manner; others, in 
great part, to the originality and soundness of his matter. 
And among the admirers, in both classes, there are not two 
who concur in assigning the pre-eminence to the same quality* 

Of his matter, one will admire the plainness and strength 
of his reasoning; another, the concentrated spirit of his aphor- 
isms ; a third, his wit ; a fourth, his pathos ; a fifth, the intrin.- 
sic beauty of his imagination : so in regard to his manner, 
one will place his excellence in his articulation and emphasis; 
a second, in the magic power with which he infused the tones 
of his voice into the nerves of his hearers, and riveted their at- 
tention. The truth therefore, probably is, that it was not in any 
singular charm, either of matter or manner, that we are to 
look for the secret of his power; but that like Pope's delinl*' 
tion of beauty, it was ** the joint force and full result of all." 

IC however, we are to consider as really and entirely his, 
chose speeches which have already been given in his. name to 
the public, or are now prepared for th^m, there can be no diffi-? 
culty in deciding, that his power must have consisted princi- 
pally in his delivery. We know what extraordinary effects 
have been produced by the mere manner of an orator, without 
any uncommon weight or worth of matter. 

" Friar Narni, a capuchin, was so remarkable for his elo- 
quence, that his hearers, after a sermon, cried out mercy in the 
streets, as he passed home : and thirty bishops, starting up 
under a discourse, hurried liome to their respective diocesses : 
yet, when his sennons came to be published, they were thought 
Co be unworthy of his reputation ; which shows how much de- 
pends oii action ; and how correct the saying of Demosthenes 
w«i8 on that subject.*' — Bayle. Article Narni. 

We have the authority, however, of those who heard th« 
idehtiQaJ speeches now professed to be given as his, for de*» 
' ' 25* 
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daring, that they are an extremely imperfect represeatalion 
of them ; and their ability to correct them so frequently from 
:nemory, establishes the fact, that it was not the charm of de« 
livery merely, which constituted the difference between the re* 
port and the original. 

This is not the only instance in which a great orator hti 
been injured, by imperfect attempts to represent him: for 
(to say nothing of those modern proofs, which will easilf 
occur to the reader) we are told that the great Pericki 
himself met with a similar fate. ** Some harangues of Peri* 
cles were still extant in Quintilian^s time ; but that learned 
rhetorician, finding them disproportioned to the high reputt* 
tion of this great man, approved the opinion of those who 
looked upon them as a supposititious work. An indifleresl 
harangue, however, being recited by an excellent orator, nuj 
charm the hearers. Action is almost a^l T* Article Pericles. 

Candour and justice, however, require us to repeat, that Mr. 
Robertson's reports are unquestionable, in point of good faith; 
' and that they are highly valuable, on account of the accuracy and 
fidelity with which they are believed to have preserved the 
substance of the debates. It is with extreme regret that the 
author has made a single comment to their disadvantage ; but 
justice to Mr. Henry has made it indispensable. 

The basis of Mr. Henry's intellectual character was strong 
natural sjsnse. His knowledge of human nature was, as we 
have seen, consummate. His wisdom was that of observation, 
rather than of reading. His fancy, although sufficiently preg- 
nant to furnish supplies for the occasion, was not so exuberant 
as to oppress him with its productions. He was never guilty 
of the fault, with which Corinna is said to have reproached her 
rival Pindar, of pouring his vase of flowers all at once upoa 
the ground ; on the contrary, their beauty and their excellence 
were fully observed, from their rarity, and the happiness with 
which they were distributed through his speeches. 

His feelings were stron?, yet completely under his command ; 
they rose up to the occasion, but were never suffered to over- 
flow it; hie language was often careless, sometimes incor- 
rect ; yet upon the whole it was pure and perspicuous, giv- 
ing out his thoughts in full and clear proportion ; free from af- 
fectation, and frequently beautiful ; strong without efiTort, an«. 
adapted to the occasion ; nervous in argument, burning in pas- 
sion, and capable of matching the loftiest flights of his genius. 

It may perhaps assist the reader*s conception of Mr. Henry*s 
peculiar cast of eloquence, to state the points in which he dtf* 
fered from some other orators. Those which distinguished 
hloB firom Mr. Lee have been already exhibited. Colonel Innia*s 
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litier iTw alflo very diffluent. His hftHliial indoleiic^ foU 
iDwed him into debate ; he f enertlly ooDtented himielf with • 
single Tiew of his subject; but thmt was giren with irresistible 
power. 

His eloquence was indeed a mighty and a roaring torrent ; it 
had not, howeirer, that property of Horace^s stream, lahitur et 
labetur, in omne volubilis <Bvnm — on the contrary, it com-^ 
inonly ran by in half an hour. But it bore a striking resem- 
blance to the eloquence of Lord Chathum | it was a short ^nl 
bold and most terrible assaultr^a vehement, impetuous and 
overwhelming burst — a magnificent meteor, which shot majes* 
tioally across the heavens, from pole to pole, ai[id straight ex* 
pired in a glorious blaze. , 

Mr. Henry, on the contrary, however indolent in his gene- 
ral life, was never so in debate, where the occasion called for 
exertion. He rose against the pressure, with the most uncon- 
querable perse veranee. He held his subject up in every light 
in which it could be placed ; yet always with so much power, 
and so mucht)eauty, as never to weary his audience, but on the 
contrary to delight them. He had more art th^n Colonel Innis r 
lie appealed to every motive of inierest — ^nrged every argn* 
ment that could convince — pressed every theme of persuasion — 
awakened every feeling, and ronsed every passion to his aid. 
He had more variety, too, in his manner ; sometimes he was 
▼ery little above the tone of conversation ; at others in the 
hiffnest strain of epic sublimity. 

His course was of longer continuance — his flights better 
sustained, and more diversified, both in their direction, and 
Telocity. He rose like the thunder-bearer of Jove, when he 
mounts on strong and untiring wing, to sport in fearless majesty 
over the troubled deep — now sweeping in immense and rapid 
circles — then suddenly arresting his grand career, and hover- 
ing aloflt in tremulous and terrible suspense — ^at one instant, 
plunged amid the foaming waves — at the next, reascending on 
nigh, to play undaunted among the lightnings of heaven, or soar 
toward the sun. 

He differed too, from those orators of Great Britain, with 
whom we have become acquainted by their printed speeches. 
He had not the close method and high polish of those of Eng- 
land ; nor the exuberant imagery which distinguishes those of 
Ireland. On the contrary, he was loose, irregular, desultory — 
sometimes rough and abrupt — careless in connecting the parts 
of his discourse, but grasping whatever he touched with gigan- 
tic strength. In short, he was the Orator of Nature ; and 
such a one as Nature might not blush to avow. 

If the reader shall still demand how he acquired those won« 
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derful powert of ipeakinf which have been amgned to 

we can only answer, with Gray, that they were the gift of 

Heaven*— the birthright of genius. 

*' Thine too» these keys, immortal boy ! 
This can unlock the satea of ioj ; 
Of horror, thatf and tbrillinff fean, 
Or ope the sacred source oi sympathetic tears." 

It has been said of Mr. Henry, by Mr. John Randolph, of 
Roanoke, with inimitable felicity, that ** he was Shakspe arb 
and Garrick combined !" Let the reader then imagine the 
wonderful talents of those two men united in the same indi- 
vidual, and transferred from scenes of fiction to the business 
of real life, and he will have formed some conception of the 
eloquence of Patrick Henry. In a word, he was one of those 

Serfect prodigies of Nature, of whom very few have been pro^ 
uced since the foundations of the earth were laid ; and of 
Urn may it be said, as truly as of any one that ever existed :— 

'* He was a man, take him for all m aH, 
We neW skgU Mb uptm Mm Uki mgttm.^ 
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NOTE A. 



It tppean by the jouRials of the boose of bargmamf of the 14tb N«T6iiilwr« 
•eventeei) hundred and sixty-fourf (t>«ge 88,) that a committee was appointodf 
to draw up the following address, memorial, and remonstrance; which conh* 
igoitlee was composed of the following persons* to wit : Mr. Attorney^ (Peyton 
Aandolph,) Mr. Richai^ Henry Lee, Mr. Landon Carter^. Mr. Wytl^e, Mr< 
iBdmund Pendleton, Mr. Benjamin Hanison, Mr. Gary, anil Mr. Fleming, to 
whom, afterward, Mr. Bland was added. The addrass to the king ie ftom th« 
pen of the attorney.* 

** To the hing*9 nu)€t excdUni Maje9iy* 

** Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" We, your majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the council and burgesesa 
of your ancient colony and dominion of Virgiviaj now met in geneial aasemblyf 
beg leave to assure your majesty of our firm and inviolaMe attachment to youf 
•acred person and government ; and as your faithful subjects here have at all 
times been zealous to demonstrate this truth, by a ready compliance with the 
royal requisitions during the late war, by which a heavy and opprsssive deH 
of near half a million had been incurred, so at this time they iraplove ptrmifr' 
sion to approach the throne with humble confidence, and to entreat that yoar 
majesty will be ^aciously pleased to protect our people of this ccteny in tb« 
enjoyment of their ancient and inestimable right of being governed by soehi 
Uw8> respecting their internal polity and taxation, as are derived from tbok 
own consent, with the approbation of their sovereign or his substitute : a tight 
which, aa men, and descendants of Britons^ they have ever quietly possessed, 
since, first by royal permission and encouragement, tbey left the mother king^ 
dom to extend its commerce and dominion. 

" Your majesty's dutiful subjects of Virginia most humbly and anaminoualy 
hope, that this invaluable birthright, descended to them from their ancestors, 
and in which tbey have been protected by your royal predecessors, will not be 
•ufifered to receive an injury under the rei^n of yoor sacred majesty, already 
BO illustriously distinguished by your gxacioua attention to the liberties sf tho 
people. 

** That your majesty may long livo to make nations happ^i is tho tfdent 
prayer of your faitmul subjects, the council and burgesses of VirgimAJ' 

The author cannot learn who drew the Avowing memorial ; but horn tarn 
•lyle of the oomposition, compared with the membera of the committee,_8B4 
cho diatribution of its other labours, he thinks it probable that it was Mr. 
dloton ; possibly Mr. Bland. 

* On ths authority of Mr. ittkrmm* 
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** To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in PariianiABt 

assembled ; — 

** The Memorial of the Council and Burgesses of Virginia, now nut in Genend 

Assembly, 

*' Humbly kepresents, 

" That your memorialists hope an application to your lordships, the fixed 
and hereditary guardians of British liberty, will not be thought improper at this 
time, when measures are proposed, subversive, as they conceive, of that free- 
dom, which all men, especially those who derive their constitution from Britain^ 
)iave a right to enjoy ; and they flatter themselves that your lordships will not 
look upon them as objects so unworthy your attention, as to regard any imrao^ 
priety in the form or manner of their application, for your lordships* protectionf 
of their ust and undoubted rights as Britons. 

" I,t cannot be presumption in your memorialists to call themselves by this 
dibcinguished name, since they are descended from Britons, who left their 
ntftive country to extend its territory and domiiiion, and who, happily for 
Britain, and as your memorialists once thought, for themselves too, efi^ted 
this purpose. As our ancestors brought with them every right and privilege 
they could with justice claim in their mother kingdom, their descendants may 
conclude, they cannot be deprived of those rights without injustice. 

"Your memorialists conceive it to be a fundamental principle of the Briiitk 
constitution, without which freedom can nowhere exist, that the people an 
not subject to any taxes but such as are laid on them by their own consent or 
by those who are legally appointed to represent them : property must become 
too precsrious for the genius of a free people which can be taken from them 
at the will of others, who cannot know what taxes such people can bear, or 
the easiest mode of raising them ; and who are not under that restraint, which 
is the greatest security against a burdensome taxation, when the representa- 
tives themselves must be affected by every tax imposed on the people. 

** Your memorialists are therefore led into an humble confidence, that your 
.^rdships will not think any reason sufficient to support such a power, in the 
Btitish parliament, vfiiere the colonies cannot be represented : a power never 
before constitutionally assumed, and which, if they have a right to exercise on 
any occasion, must necessarily establish this melancholy trutn, that the inhab- 
itants of the colonies are the slaves of Britons from whom they are descended : 
and from whom they might expect every indulgence that the obligations of 
interest and ^fection can entitle them to. 

*' Your memorialists have been invested with the right of taxing their own 
people from the first establishment of a regular government in the colony, and 
•requisitions have been constantly made to them by then: sovereigns, on aQ 
<occa8ions when the assistance of the colony was thought necessary to preserve 
the British interest in America ; from whence they must conclude they cannot 
now bo deprived of a right they have so long enjoyed, and which they have 
never forfeited. 

** The expenses incurred during the last war, in compliance with the demands 
on this colony by our late and present most gracious sovereigns, have involved 
us in a debt of near half a million, a debt not likely to decrease under the 
<ontinued expense we are at, in providing for the security of the people against 
the iiicursions of our savage neighbonrs ; at a time when the low state of out 
ataple eemmodity, the total want of specie, and the late restrictions upon the 
trade of the colonics, render the circumstances of the people extremely dittrct^ 
ful ; and which, if taxes are accumulated upon them by tne British parliament* 
will make them truly deploraole. 
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" Your memohaiiBU cakinot suggeif to themaelTes any reason why they 
■honld not still be trusted with the property o! their people, with whose abilities* 
■nd the least bardensooie mode of taxing, (with great. deference to the superior 
wisdom of parliament,) they must be best acquainted. 

** Your memorialists hope they shall not be suspected of being actuated, on 
this occasion, by any principles but those of the purest loyalty and. affection, as 
they always endeavoured by their conduct to demonstrate, that they eonsides 
their connexion with Great Briiainf the seat of liberty, as their greatest hap* 
pin#es. 

" The duty they owe to themselves and their posterity, lays your memorial- 
ists uider the necessity of endeavouring to establiidi their constitution upon its 
propwr foQodation ; and they do most humbly pray your lordships to take this- 
subject into your consideration with the attention that is due to the well-being 
of the colonies, on which the prosperity of Great Britain does, in a great 
measure, flepeud.** 

Mr. Wythe was the author of the following remonstrance. *'It was done 
with se much freedom, that, as he told me himself, his colleagues of the com- 
mittee shrunk from it as wearing the aspect of treason, and smoothed its 
features to its present form.*** 

*^ To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bungessss of Greol BriUun, in 

Parliament assembled :-^ 

*^ Tke JRenunutrance of the Council and Bwrgeuea (t^ Virginia. 

**it appearing, by the printed votes of the house of commons of Great 
Britain in parliament assembled, that in a committee of the whole house the 
seventeenth day of March, last, it was resolved, that toward defending, pro- 
tecting, and securing the British colonies and plantations in Anuricaj it may 
be proper to charge certain stamp duties in the said colonies and plantations ;. 
and it being apprehended that the same subject, which was then declined, may^ 
be resumed and further pursued in a succeeding session, the council and buiv 
gssses of Vitgima, met in general assembly, judge it their indispensable duty, 
in a respectfoi manner, but with decent finnness, to remonstrate against such 
a measure ; that at least a cession of those rights, which in their opinion must 
be infringed by that procedure, may not be inferred from their silence, at so 
important a crisis. 

** They conceive it is essential to British liberty, that laws, impoamg taxes 
on the people, ought not to be made without the consent of representatives 
chosen by tnemselves ; who, at the same time that they are acquainted with 
the circumstances of theii constituents, sustain a portion of the burden laid on 
them. The privileges, inherent in the persons who discovered and settled 
these regions, could not be renounced or forfeited by their removal hither, 
not as vagabcnds or fugitives, but licensed and encour^ed by their prince, 
and animated with a laudable desire of enlarging the British dominion, and 
extending its commerce : en the contrary, it was secured to them and their 
descendants, vrith all other rights and immunities of British subjects, by a. royal 
charter, which hath been invariably recognised and confirmed by his majesty 
and his predecessors, in their commissions to the several governors, granting a 
power, and prescribing a form of legislation ; according to which, laws for 
the adainistration of justice, and for ue wellare and good govemmect of the 
colony, have been hitherto enacted by the governor, council, and general 
assembly ; and to them, requisitions and applications for supplies have been 
directed by the crown. As an instance of the opinion which former sovereigns 
•ntertained of these rights and privileges, we beg leave to refer to three acts 

* Bfr Jefferson. 



300 ^rPBNDix. 



of the general tasenibty, pftssed in the thirty-wemd yewt ^ the x«tgiiof King 
CkmrUs II. (oBe of which is entitled * Am tut far raiting a jmblie rvtemtt fir 
ike better eufpart i^tke gmferneutU of hie ma§eshf^e eehmf ef VirgimU^* impo* 
«ing several duties for tost purpose,) which being thought absohitely neceees^, 
^ere prepared in EnglemL, and sent over by their then governor, the lord 
Cmlfejfper^ to be pasMd by the general assembly, with a full power to give 
ibo roral assent thereto ; and which were aeoordingly passed, after several 
amendments were made to them here; thns tender was hie majesty of the 
rights of his Amerktm subjects ; and the remonstrants do not discern by what 
idislinctioa they can be deprived of that sacred birthright and most vsliudyle 
inheritance by their feUow-snbjeets, nor with what propriety tl^ can be taxed 
or affected in their estates, by the pariianent, wherein they ate not, and iadoed 
«tmiot constitutionally, be represented. 

** And if it were proper lor the parliament to impose taxes on the colonies at 
all, which the remonstrants take feave to think would be inconsistenf with the 
fundamental principles of the constitution, the exercise of that power* at this 
time, would be miaous to VirgmU, who exerted herself in the late war, it is 
/eared beyond her strength, insomuch that to redeem the money ^nted for 
that exigence, her people are taxed for several years to come ; this, with the 
larger expenses incurred for defending the frontiers against the restless Indiane, 
who have infested her as much since the peace as before, is so grievooa, that 
an increase of the burthen would be intolerable ; especially as the people are 
very greatly distressed already from the scarcity of circulation cash among 
ihem, and from the little value of their staple at the British markets. 

** And it is presumed, that adding to that load which the eohmy now labours 
under, will not be more oppressive to her people than destructive of the inter* 
Oflts of Gteett BriUan : for the ptantation trade, confined as it is to the mother- 
country, hath been a principal means of multiplying and enriching her inhabit^- 
ants ; and, if not too Auch discouraged, may prove an inexhaustible aource of 
treasure to the nation. For satisfaction in this point, let the present state of 
the Britieh fleets and trade be compared with what they were before the aet- 
tlement of the colonies ; and let it be considered, that while property in land 
may be acquired on very easy terms, in the vast uncultivated tenritocy of 
Ncrik Americoy the cotonuts will be mostly, if not wholly, employed in agn- 
«ulture ; whereby ^e exportation of their commodities to Crreat Briimim, and 
the consumption of manufactures supplied from thence, will be daily increas- 
ing. But this most desirable connexion between Great Britain and her colo- 
■ies, supported b^r such a happy intercourse of reciprocal benefits as is 
continnaily advancing the pzospenty of both, must be interrupted, if the people 
of the lattCT, reduced to extreme poverty, should be compelled to manufootwe 
dbose articles they have been hitherto furnished with from the former. 

** From these considerations, it is hoped that the honourable house of eom> 
mons will not prosecute a measure which those who may suffer under it cannot 
but look upon as fitter for exiles driven from their native country, after igno- 
miniously forfoiting her fovours and protection, than for the posterity of Britant^ 
who have at all times been forward to demonstrate sll due reverence to the 
nmther-kingdom ; and are so instrumental in promoting her glory and felici^ ; 
and that Britieh patriots will never consent to the exercise of any anti-eonsti- 
tnttooal power which, even in this remote comer, may be dangerous in im 
example t«» Uie interior parts of the Britieh empnre^ and will cwtaialv b^ 
detmMntal to iu commeioe/' 
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NOTE B. 



Caimeil Chamber, October 17th, 1785. 

Sift-- Sinco the last MMion of Msombly, I have received sundry acts, reso- 
latione, and other communications from congress, which I transmit to the 
general assembly, marked No. 1, and which will claim the attention of the 
legislature, according to their nature and importance, respectively. 

Tho elocution oi the militia law hath caused much embarrassment to the 
executive. Compelled to nanie all the field officers throughout the state, and 
possessing sufficient information as to the fitness of individuals for these offices 
m a few counties only, they were constrained to search out proper persons, by 
each means as accident furnished, and by letters addressed to toe severd 
counties. In some instances, the gentleman to whom they were addressed, 
refused to give any information. In many others, the answers came too late 
to avail ; the law difecting the commissions to issue the first of April. In this 
situation, the business has been coodocted : and from a partial knowledge of 
characters in some counties, and a total ignorance of them in others, I am 
sensible many who are worthy of command have been passed by, and others 
lees fit for omce may have been commissioned. And notwithstanding a close 
attention has been given to this business, many of the counties have not yet 
been officered, for want of the recommendations of captains and subalterns. 

Finding that the' arms and ammunition directed to be purchased, could not 
be procured except from beyond the sea, application has been made by me to 
Mr. Jefferson and the Marquis de la Fayette, requesting their assistance to Mr. 
Barclay, (who was commissioned to make the purchase,) in accomplishing this 
important work ; and I have the satisfaction to find, that the affair is in such a 
train as to promise the speedy arrival of these much-wanted articles. For 
more full information respecting this transaction, I send you sundry letters, 
(No. 8,) bjr one of which you wiU see that our noble friend the marquis offers 
us his services, if there shall be occasion for them. 

I transmit, herewith, a letter from the honourable Mr. Hardy, covering a 
memorial to congress from sundry inhabitants of Washington county, praymg 
the' establishment of an independent state, to be bounded as is therein express- 
ed. The propoeed limits include a vast extent of countrjr in which we have 
numerous and wety respectable settlements, which, in their growth, will form 
an invaluable barrier between this country and those who, m the course of 
•vents, may occupy the vast plains westward of the mountains, some of whom 
may have views mcorapatible with our safety. Ahready the militia of that 
part of the state is among the most respectable we have : and by these mesns 
It is, that the neighbouring Indians are awed into professions of friendship. 
But a cironmstance has lately happened, which renden the possession of that 
territory, at the present time, indispensable to the peace and safety of Virginia: 
I mean the assumption of sovereign power by the western inhabitants of North 
Carolina. If these people, who, without consulting their own safety or any 
other authority known m the American constitution, have assumed govern- 
ment, and while unallied to us, and under no engagements to pursue the objects 
of the federal government, they shall be strengthened by the accession of so 
great a part of oor ooantiy, conseouences fatal to our repose will probably 
loUow. It is to be observed, that tne settlements of this new society stretch 
on to great extent in contact with ours in Washington county, and thereby 
expose our citiiens to the contagion of that example, which bids fair to destro) 
the peace of North Carolina. 

In this state of things it is, that varie^r of informations have come to me, 
fliatiqf that several pefsone, bot efpeeiaUy Col. Arthur Campble, have used 

26 
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their utmost ende^vourt) and with some success, to pefsuade thi! citizens in 
that quarter to break off from this commonwealth, and attach themselves to 
the newly-assumed fOTernment, or erect one distinct from it. And in order to 
effect this purpose^ the equity and authority of the laws have been .arraigned, 
the collection of the tales impeded, and our national character impeached. 
But as I send you the several papers I have received on that sabject, I need 
hot cnlam further than remark that if this moet important part of oar territory 
be lopped off, we lose that barrier for which our people have long and often 
fought, that nursery of soldiers from which future armies may be levied* sad 
through vthith it will be almost impossible for our enemies to penetrate : we 
•hall tffgrandize the new state, whose connexions, views, and designs we know 
not ; smII cease to be formida^e to our savage neighbours, or respectable to 
dor western settlements, at present and in future. 

While these and many other matters were contemplated by the executive, 
it is natural to suppose, the attempt iw separation was discouraged by every 
iawful means ; the chief of which was, displacing such of the field officers of 
militia, in Washington county, as were active partisans for separation, in order 
to prevent the weight of office being cast in the scale against this state : to 
this end a prckclamatien was issued, declaring the militia law of the laoC sessrao 
in force in that county, and appointments of officers were msde agreeable to it 

X hope to be exciMed for eipressing a wish, that the assembly, in delil>eratiBg 
on this a£^ir, will prefer lenient measures in order to reclaim our erirtng fellow> 
citizens. Their taxes have run into three yeara^ anear, and, thereby, grown 
l« so amount beyond the ability of many to discharge, while the system of 
9ur trade has been such, as to render their agricukure unproductive of money; 
a«d I cannot but suppose, that if even the warmest supporters of separation 
h«d seen the mischievous consequences of it, they would have retracted ; and 
f (Kidemned that intemperance in their own proceedings, which opposition in 
sentiments is too apt to produce. 

A letter from the countess of Huntingdon, and another from Sir James Jay, 
expressing her intentions tu attempt the civilisation of the Indians, are also 
sent you. tt will rest with the assembly to decide upon the means for execo- 
Vii^ this laudable design, that reflects so much honour on that v^orth j ladv. 

By a resolution of the last assembly, the auditors were prevented from liqui- 
dating the claims of the officers and soldiers, after the first day of May last 
Although the wisdom of such a measure ^must be admitted, yet several cases 
have come to mv knowledge where claims, founded upon the clearest principles 
of justice, have been rejected by reason of that restriction: and when I cod* 
aider that the claimants will be found to consist, in considerable degree, et 
widows, ornhana, and those who have been takto prisoners, I am nersaaded 
the assembly will think that a rigorous adherence to the forement^ned resoiu« 
tion is imptQper, and that justice will be done to the claims of those fcn, 
whose poverty) ignorance, or other mssliBftunes, prevented eartier sppliea> 
ticMis. 

By Mr. Eoas^s letter No. 6, the assembly will observe his demand agamsl 
the state, and tha4 it can be jpiroperly discussed only ^ the legislature. Al* 
though the poH at Point of Fork has been long occupied, I cannot discover 
the least trace of title to the ground vested in the public, or any previoos 
stipulation with the proprietor for the temporary possession of it. ^K^ile the 
-assembly are considekring of a proper satis^tion to the owner forl^e time psst| 
I trust prevision will be made to secure a permanebt repository for ^e pvblie 
anas and military stOBes. at that or some ether piece most ptep»r for the 
porpose. 

The honourable William Nelson hath resigned his oiBee as a member of the 
council, as appears by hia letter, No. -S. 

The hMMurtble HciKy T^ssewell, esq., has been appointed a judg^ of tho 
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general court in the room of the honourable B. I)anbridge,eaq., deceased, until 
the assembly shall signify their pleasure. 

The honourable George Muter, esq., has been appointed a judge of the 
Ije&eral court in Kentucky, in the room of Cyrus Griffin, esq., who resigned 
his appointment. 

Thomas Massiev esq., having resigned his appointment for opening a road 
on the northwestern frontier, Joeeph Neville, esq., has been appointed in his 
room. 

The report of the commissioners for disposing of the Gosport lands, No. 9, 
'will explain to the assembly their transactions in that business. 

Mr. Ren6 Hapicault, of New Orleans, exhibited an account against this 
commonwealth for a considerable sum of money which appears to be due to 
him. But as it will be found by reference to his papers, No. 10, that this 
debt, however just, cannot be paid from any fund now existing, it is submitted 
to the legislature to make such provision for its payment, as to them shall 
s«em proper. 

The report of the commissioners for extending the boundary line between 
Virginia and Pennsylvania, No. 11, will explain the manned: in which that 
busmess has^ been executed. 

By Mr. Jefferson's letters it appears, that the original sum granted to pro- 
cure a statue of General Washington will be deficient. The further sum 
wanting, together with the reasons for increasing the expense of the work« 
will appear by Mr. Jefferson's correspondence. No. 12. 

The crews of the boats Liberty and Patriot were ordered to be enlisted for 
twelve months from August last, unless sooner discharged. This w«s done in 
ofder that the assembly might, if they judged proper, determine to discontinue 
them, or if they are retained, make suitable provision for their support : hith- 
erto, that has been defrayed out of the contingent fund. But the great variety 
of expenses charged on that fund, make it necessary, in future, to provide some 
other mode of support for them. The assembly will, no doubt, observe in the 
course of their deliberations on the subject of revenue, that it is necessary for 
the executive to commission the officers. The officer commanding one of these 
iMMts has detected several persons attempting to evade the payment of duty, 
•nd in compliance with the law, as he supposes, took bonds for the payments 
of the penalties imposed for making false entries. But it seems there are great 
difficulties in recovering judgment on these bonds, owing to ambiguity in the 
lew respecting the subject. The assembly will apply such remedy for this 
evil as they think proper. 

Application hath been made to the executive, on the subject of paying into 
the continental treasury, warrants for interest due on loan-office certificates, 
and other liquidated claims against the continent. And although there can be 
no doubt that payments made by the treasurer to the continental receiver, may 
include the proportion of warrants specified by congress in their acts of the 
twenty-eighth of April, seventeen hundred and eighty-four, yet the receiver, 
when possessed of the cash, although it was unaccompanied by any warrants, 
does not conceive himself justified in psrting with any money in exchange for 
them. So that until the assembly shall interpose, by making these warrants 
receivable at the trearury, our citizens will suffer great injury, and be deprived 
of a facility enjoyed by the citizens of the other states. 

The sum of money allowed by the assembly in their resolution of the thir- 
teenth of June, seventeen hundred and eighty-three, for compiling, printing, 
and binding the laws, has proved inadequate to the purpose ; five hundred 
pounds having been expended in the printing, and two hundred and fifty en- 
gaged to be divided among the gentlemen who made the compilation ; so that 
noUiing is lefi to pay for the binding. 

I cannot forbear informing the assembly, that many county courts have failed 
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to recommend sheriffit in the months of June and July. Tn eooseqtience of dut, 
mtDy of the eouoties will be without sheriffs, inasmuch a« the executtre ttiak 
they htre no power to issue commissions in such cases. As this evil thf eitw i 
■0 many parts of the state with anarchy, I have no doubt of the legialaitvi 
remedying it with all possible despatch. 

I have the honour to be, with great regard^ 

Your most obeuent, himbW MTTmat, 

P. HEN RT. 
Tb« HoBoiinble the Speaker of the House of Delegates^ 



NOTE C. 

Judge Tucker, in his edition of Blackstone, having fallen into Jir. 
dolph*8 mistake, in regard to the case of Josiah Philips, the following note his 
been furnished to the author by the gentleman who was the chairmao of tts 
committee :— 

*< The case of Josiah Philips, I find strangely represented by Judge Tucktt 
and Mr. Edmund Randolph, and very negligently vindicated by Mr. Heniy. 
That case is personally known to me, because I was of the legislature mt the 
time, was one of those consulted by Mr. Henry, and had my share in the pai* 
eage of the bill. I never before saw the observation of those gentlemen, which 
you quote on this case, and will now, therefore, briefly make some strictans 
on them. 

** Judge Tucker, instead of a definition of the functions of bills of attainder, 
has given a just diatribe against their abuse. The occasion and proper offlct 
of a bill of attainder is this ; when a person charged with a crime withdraws 
from justice, or resists it by force, either in his own or a foreign country, no 
Other means of bringing him to trial or punishment being practicable, a speciU 
act is passed by the legislature, adapted to the particular case ; this prescribes 
to him a sufficient term to appear and submit to a trial by his peers, declaces 
<hat his refusal to appear shall be taken as a confession of guilt, as in tlie ordi- 
Bary case of an offender at the bar refusing to plead, and pronounces the sen- 
tence which would have been rendered on his confession or cuovictioo in a 
court of law. No doubt that these acts of attainder have been abused in Eng- 
land as instruments of vengeance by a successful over a defeated party, but 
what institution is insusceptible of abuse, in wicked hands ? 

** Again, the judge says, < the court refused to pass sentence of ezecatioa 
pursuant to the directions of the acL' The court could not refute this, because 
it was never proposed to theifi, and my authority fur this assertion ibaU be pie* 
sently given. 

** For the perversion of a fact so intimately known to himself, Mr. Raiideteh 
can be excused only by our indulgence for orators who, presjied by a powartsl 
adversary, lose sight, in the ardour of conflict, of the rigorous aocnraciea ef 
faet, and permit their imagination to distort and colour them tu the views of ths 
moment. He was attorney-general at the time, and told me himself, the first 
time Tsaw him after the trial of Philips, that when taken and delivered up Is 
justice, he had thought it best to make no use of the act of attainder, and to 
take no measure under it; and that he had indicted him, at the common laW| 
either for murder or robbery, (I forget which, and whether for both,) that hs 
was tried on this indictment in the oi-dinary way, found guilty by the jury, sea* 
tenced and executed under the common law ; a course which ev«ry one ap- 
proved, because the first object of the act of attainder was, to bring him t» a fiir 
trial. Whether Mr. Randolph #as right in this information to me, or, when ii 
the debate with Mr. Henry, he represents this atrocious offender at seatciiesl 
and executed under the act of attaoder, let the record of the cas« decide. 
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* * Without being confronted with his Accusers and witnesses, without the 
priTilege of catling for evidence in his behalf, he was sentenced to death, and 
afterward actually executed.* I appeal to the universe to produce one single 
Instanee from the first establishment of government in this state to the present 
dajT, where, in a trial at bar, a criminal has been refused confrontation with hit 
mccusers and witnesses, or denied the privilege of calling for evidence in hit 
behalll Had it been done in this case, I would have asked of the attorney- 
general, why he proposed or permitted it ? But, without having seen the re> 
cotd, I will venture, on the character of our courts, to deny that it was done. 
Bat if Mr. Randolph meant, only, that Philips had not these advantages, on the 
passage of the bill of attainder, how idle to charge the legislature with omitting 
to confront the culprit with his witnesses, when he was standing out in arms, 
and in defiance of their authority ; and their sentence was to take efiTect, only 
ea his own refusal to eome in and be confronted. We must either, therefore, 
consider this aai a mere hyperbolism of imagination, in the beat of debate, or, 
irhat I should rather believe, a defective statement by the reporter of Mr. Ran* 
dolph's argument I suspect this last the rather, because this point in the 
chane of Mr. Randolph is equally omitted in the defence of Mr. Henry. This 
ganUMnan roust have known that Philips was tried and executed under the 
coniBon law, and yet, according to this report, he rests his defence on a justifica- 
tion of the attainder only. But all who knew Mr. Henry, know, that when at 
caee in argument, he was sometimes careless, not giving himself the trouble of 
naaacking either his memory or imagination' for ail the topics of his subject, or 
kit audience tbiit of hearing them. No man on earth knew better when he had 
•aid enough for his hearers. 

"Mr. lUndolph charges us with having read the bill three times in the same 
day. I do not remember the fact, nor whether this was enforced on us by the 
«fgency of the ravages of Philips, or of the time at which the bill was intro- 
dnced. I have some idea it was at or near the close of the session. The joor- 
nals, which I have not, will ascertain this fact" 

The following proeeedinn against Josiah Philips and his associates, are 
extracted from the records ox the general court ; and are followed by the notice 
of the execution of these men, from the public prints of the day : which, it is 
lioped, will put a final end to this mistake, so little to the honour of our revo- 
lution. 

«• VnoiirLA, to wit «— 

<* The jurors for the commonwealth, upon their oath present: That Josiah 
Philips, late of the parish of Lynhaven, in the county of Princess Ann, labourer, 
on the ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-eight, with force and arms, at the parish aforesaid, in the county 
albietaid, in the highway of the commonwealth there, in and upon one James 
BaigVDve^in the peace of God and of the commonwealth, then and there being* 
lUoniously did make an assault, and him, the said James Hargrove, in bodily 
fear and danger of his life, in the highway aforesaid, then and there feloniously 
nty-eight men's felt hats of the value of twenty shillings each. 



put, and twenty 
and five pounds of twine of the value of five shillings each pound, of the goods 
and chattels of the same James Hargrove, from the person and against the will 
of the said James Hargrove, in the lughway aforesaid, then and there feloniously 
and violently did steal, take and carry away, against the peace and dignity of 
the commonwealth. 

** WitneM.— James Harnove, Benjamin Griflin, William Lovett, Polly Davis» 
Horatio Davis, and John Matthias. Sworn in court, Oct 20th, 1778. 

John May.'* 

The above endietment is thus endorsed :-« 

**■ An endietment against Josiah Philips fot robbery," (in Mr. Randolph'^ 
kiad-writing.) *< A true bill. Wm. Holt, foreman." 

26* 
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« VtmotNiA, ♦ 

« In the General Court, 20th October, 1778. 

*< Josiah Philips, late of the parish of Lynhaven, in the county of Princess 
Ann, labourer, who stands endicted for robbery^ was led to the bar in custody 
of the keeper of the public jail, and was thereof arraigned, and pleaded not 
guilty to the endictment, and for his trial put himself upon God and bis coun- 
try, whereupon came a jury, to wit : James Letate, Thomas Stanley, Gilliam 
Booth, Stap\eton Crutchfield, Jobii Tankerley, John Draper, Leonard Henley, 
Micajah Chiles, Richard Swepson, William James Lewis, Thomas Cowies, 
and Ambrose Raines, who, being elected, tried and sworn the truth ot^ and 
upon premises to speak, and having heard the evidence, upon their oath to say, 
that the said Joeiah Philips is guilty of the robbery aforesaid in manner and foia 
as in the endktment against him is alleged, and that he had neither lands nor 
tenements, goods nor chattels at the time of committing the said robbery, nor at 
any time since, to their knowledge ; and thereupon he is remanded to jaiL 

«« October the 27th, 1778. 

*< Josiah Philips, late of the parish of Lynhaven, in the county of Prueea 
Ann, labourer, who stands convicted of robbery^ was again led to the hmr m 
custody of the keeper of the public jail, and thereupon it being demanded of 
him if any thing he had or knew to say for himself, why the cotrrt; here, ts 
judgment and execution of and upon the premises, should not proceed, he said 
he had nothing but what he had before said. Therefore, it is considered by the 
court, that he be hanged by the neck until he be dead. 

«« October 28, 1778. 

" John Lowry, John Reizen, and Charles Bowman, for murder, Josiak Philipi, 
James Hodges, Henry M'Lalen, and Robert Hodges, for robbery, James Ran- 
dolph for horse-stealing, Joseph Turner, otherwise called Josiah Blankenship, 
for Burglary, and John Highwarden, for grand larceny, being under sentence of 
death by the judgment of the court yesterday passed against them for their said 
otfence : It is awarded that execution of the said sentence be severally made 
and done upon them the said John Lowry, John Reizen, Charles Bowman, Jo- 
siah Philips, James Hodges, kenvy M'Lalen, Robert Hodges, James Randolph, 
Joseph Turner, otherwise called Josiah Blankenship, a>id John Highwarden, by 
the sherilf of York county, on Friday the fourth day of December next, be- 
tween the hours of ten and twelve in the forenoon, at the usual place of execu- 
tion. 

*« Copies — Teste, 

« Peytoh Dbbw, C. G. a»* 

Extract from Dixon and Hunter's paper of October 30th, 1778. 

« WiLLiAMSBURGH — At a general court, begun and held at the capitol the 
10th instant, the following criminals were condemned to suffer death t ChMries 
Bowman, from Prince George, for murder j John Lowry, from Bedford, for 
ditto ; Josiah Philips, Janus Hodges, Robert Hodges, aud Henry APLalen, from 
Princess Ann, for robbery : John Highwarden, from Fauquier, for grand Urvenyi 
Joseph Turner, alias Josiah Blankenship, from Albemarle, for burglary t aiod 
James Randolph, from Culpeper, for horse-stealing." 

Extract from Dixon and Hunter's paper of December 4, 1778. 

*' WiLLiAMSBtTBGH — Thls dav Were executed, at the gallows near thir eityi 

Jursuant to theii* sentence, the following criminals, viz. t Jdsiah PhUip9, He&iy 
I'Lalen, Robert Hodges, John Reizen and Josiah Blankenship." 



